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Table 1
Net interprovincial migration for provinces and territories, 1976/1977 to 2010/2011

Note: Nunavut is included in the Northwest Territories before 1991/1992.
Source: Statistics Canada, Demography Division.

Migration: Interprovincial, 2009/2010 and 2010/2011

This article examines patterns in the migration of residents from one province or territory to another within
Canada for the 2009/2010 and 2010/2011 periods.1 The total number of interprovincial migrants is described, as
well as the specific migratory flows and balances of each province and territory. Analysis is based on trends beginning
in 1976/1977, the first year of the current system of record-keeping. Data come from administrative files, specifically,
income tax files, which are considered final.

Number of interprovincial migrants in Canada

In 2009/2010, the total number of interprovincial migrants in Canada was 259,200, while this declined further to
257,100 in 2010/2011; the two lowest levels observed since 1976/1977 (Table 1).2 Canada’s total internal migration
has declined for four consecutive periods beginning in 2007/2008. Before 2009/2010 and 2010/2011, the previous
lowest period of interprovincial migration was 2003/2004 (261,400). As seen in Figure 1, both the number and rate
of interprovincial migrants generally declined between 1976/1977 and 2010/2011, despite growth of the Canadian
population.

1. Each period begins July 1 of one year to June 30 of the following year.
2. All numbers referred to in the text have been rounded to the nearest hundredth for ease of reading. Exceptions are numbers that are less

than one hundred or numbers that need to be further distinguished for comparison purposes; these have been rounded to the nearest tenth.
Exact numbers can be found in the accompanying tables.

Economic trends often influence migratory patterns, with regions that are experiencing economic growth ‘pulling’
migrants from elsewhere in Canada and regions that are experiencing difficult economic times ‘pushing’ individuals
to migrate elsewhere in the country.

In addition to the state of the economy, other factors may influence internal migration levels and flows. The age
structure of the population may be among these factors. As Canada’s median age increases, proportionally more
people are past the peak migration ages (ages 15 to 34), which could contribute to the decline in the number of
migrants. The median age of interprovincial migrants increased from 23.6 years in 1976/1977 to 29.5 years in 2010/2011,
reflecting in part the influence of the aging population.

N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nvt.

1976/1977 -4,149 154 -799 -82 -26,366 -6,402 -3,531 3,182 34,710 5,016 -400 -1,333 … 357,389
1981/1982 -5,693 -856 -1,936 -2,842 -25,790 -5,665 -2,625 -323 36,562 8,705 81 382 … 357,919
1986/1987 -4,423 -205 -941 -2,026 -3,729 42,601 -2,759 -4,957 -29,998 7,426 575 -1,564 … 302,602
1991/1992 -1,669 -237 306 -253 -12,552 -11,045 -7,641 -8,481 2,983 38,004 645 -26 -34 316,659
1996/1997 -8,134 136 -1,648 -1,263 -17,436 1,977 -5,873 -2,794 26,282 9,880 -54 -696 -377 292,873
2001/2002 -3,352 62 -898 -1,218 -4,350 5,354 -4,344 -8,820 26,235 -8,556 -221 84 24 290,490
2002/2003 -1,683 165 510 -843 -1,829 637 -2,875 -5,141 11,903 -1,037 149 242 -198 274,899
2003/2004 -2,027 144 -772 -760 -822 -6,935 -2,565 -4,521 10,606 7,865 27 -105 -135 261,380
2004/2005 -3,710 -139 -3,041 -2,074 -4,963 -11,172 -7,227 -9,515 34,423 8,214 53 -668 -181 285,544
2005/2006 -4,342 -639 -3,024 -3,487 -9,411 -17,501 -7,881 -7,083 45,795 8,800 -73 -954 -200 285,868
2006/2007 -4,067 -849 -4,126 -2,632 -12,865 -20,047 -5,500 1,549 33,809 15,005 101 -221 -157 305,062
2007/2008 -528 -291 -1,794 -908 -11,682 -14,750 -3,703 4,171 15,317 14,643 235 -420 -290 301,237
2008/2009 1,877 -536 -751 -237 -7,419 -15,601 -3,111 2,983 13,184 9,995 228 -577 -35 277,846
2009/2010 1,558 60 612 571 -3,258 -4,662 -2,412 2,153 -3,271 8,728 325 -351 -53 259,234
2010/2011 30 -210 -41 -158 -4,763 -4,007 -3,517 545 8,443 3,421 363 -179 73 257,085
Net since 
1976/1977 -121,419 -1,462 -30,171 -39,753 -462,355 65,722 -174,136 -150,773 484,094 454,371 -4,148 -17,412 -2,558 10,992,800

net number of migrants

Total number 
of migrants

Year
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Population aging alone does not account for the decrease in the number of interprovincial migrants, however.
As seen in Figure 2, migration rates have declined over time for virtually all ages, especially at the peak mobility
ages of young adulthood.

Interprovincial in-migrants and out-migrants

As was the case for the total level of interprovincial migration, levels of both in- and out-migration were generally
lower for the provinces and territories in 2009/2010 compared to 2008/2009 (see Tables 2 and 3). In fact, 9 out of
13 jurisdictions experienced decreases in both the number of exits and the number of entrants between the two
periods; only Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Ontario and the Northwest Territories experienced an increase in the
number of in-migrants.

Compared to 2009/2010, the 2010/2011 period saw more mixed interprovincial migration patterns, with only
the province of Ontario experiencing a decrease in both in-migration and out-migration. Eight of 13 jurisdictions
experienced decreases in the number of in-migrants compared to the previous period; the exceptions being New
Brunswick, Alberta, and the three Territories.

In terms of entrants, Alberta experienced the largest decrease (17,200), from 75,200 in 2008/2009 to 58,000 in
2009/2010. This resulted in Alberta losing its previous standing as the largest receiver of interprovincial migrants to
Ontario, which received 59,700 in-migrants. Ontario also experienced the largest increase in in-migrants between
the two periods, receiving 2,200 more than in 2008/2009 (57,500).

In the 2010/2011 period, Alberta returned to its position as the largest receiver of interprovincial migrants, experiencing
an increase of 6,000 in-migrants compared to the 2009/2010 period to receive 64,000 overall. Ontario fell to second
place following a decline of 1,400 in-migrants between 2009/2010 (59,700) and 2010/2011 (58,300).

Figure 1
Number and rate of interprovincial migrants, Canada, 1976/1977 to 2010/2011

Source: Statistics Canada, Demography Division.
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In terms of exits, Ontario experienced the largest decrease in out-migration, losing 8,700 fewer people to other
jurisdictions in 2009/2010 than in 2008/2009. Despite this, Ontario remained the largest source of out-migrants in
2009/2010 (64,400), followed by Alberta (61,200).

In contrast to the 2009/2010 period, in 2010/2011, most jurisdictions experienced an increase in the number of
out-migrants, the exceptions being Ontario, Alberta, Northwest Territories and Nunavut. Once again, Ontario experienced
the largest decline in out-migrants, losing 2,100 fewer people to other jurisdictions in 2010/2011 than in 2009/2010.
Ontario remained, however, the largest source of out-migrants in 2010/2011 (62,300), followed by Alberta (55,500).
The largest increase in out-migration between 2009/2010 and 2010/2011 occurred in British Columbia, with an
increase of 3,600 exits between the two periods.

Net interprovincial migration

While Canada experiences a total number of interprovincial migrants, each province and territory experiences
a specific exchange of inflows and outflows with the other provinces and territories. The net migration of a given
province or territory is the difference between the inflows and outflows of migrants. If a given jurisdiction holds a
negative migratory balance, this means that more individuals left that particular jurisdiction for elsewhere in Canada
than the number that entered it from elsewhere in the country; the opposite is the case for a positive migratory
balance. Note that with the tax data sources utilized for this article, it is not possible to identify the mobility history
of an individual, that is, whether a person leaving a given place of origin for a particular destination is in fact returning
to their province or territory of birth or leaving their home province or territory for the first time.

While the net number of migrants for a particular province or territory summarizes the direction of interprovincial
migration flows, it does not provide information regarding the overall level of entrances into—and exits out of—a
particular jurisdiction of Canada, nor the specific sources of those entrants and destinations of those exits. For
this, it is necessary to examine interprovincial origin-destination matrices, which provide, for each province and
territory, a breakdown of the number of entrants from each possible source and the number of exits to each possible
destination. The individual jurisdictions of Canada tend to exchange migrants with a limited number of provinces

Figure 2
Pyramids of interprovincial migrants (per 1,000 population), by age and sex, Canada, 1976/1977 and 2010/2011

Source: Statistics Canada, Demography Division.
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Table 2
Annual number of interprovincial migrants, 2009/2010

Table 3
Annual number of interprovincial migrants, 2010/2011

N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nvt.

Newfoundland and Labrador … 115 1,019 446 146 2,072 123 101 2,754 439 17 104 104
Prince Edward Island 115 … 551 332 89 784 25 35 479 205 4 24 6
Nova Scotia 1,018 450 … 2,032 738 5,015 309 309 3,110 1,318 42 157 62
New Brunswick 363 394 1,980 … 1,558 2,827 256 179 2,031 633 19 40 32
Quebec 165 143 634 1,631 … 14,938 417 436 3,158 2,543 59 83 99
Ontario 3,088 741 5,346 3,190 12,523 … 3,797 3,536 16,784 14,473 255 423 247
Manitoba 189 47 374 201 439 4,371 … 1,820 3,458 3,109 50 71 69
Saskatchewan 92 48 268 149 255 2,082 1,731 … 7,288 3,037 25 84 25
Alberta 3,195 514 3,151 2,197 2,875 14,359 2,975 8,234 … 22,870 286 522 51
British Columbia 493 227 1,563 598 2,260 12,551 1,948 2,416 17,778 … 530 294 83
Yukon 12 9 61 22 48 133 27 39 246 452 … 30 14
Northwest Territories 147 12 134 50 58 336 106 111 812 328 104 … 88
Nunavut 121 9 91 35 59 273 72 21 60 62 27 103 …
Total in-migrants 8,998 2,709 15,172 10,883 21,048 59,741 11,786 17,237 57,958 49,469 1,418 1,935 880
Total out-migrants 7,440 2,649 14,560 10,312 24,306 64,403 14,198 15,084 61,229 40,741 1,093 2,286 933
Net migration 1,558 60 612 571 -3,258 -4,662 -2,412 2,153 -3,271 8,728 325 -351 -53

Province of destination

number

Province of origin

Source: Statistics Canada, Demography Division.

N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nvt.

Newfoundland and Labrador … 124 979 437 180 1,953 126 153 3,199 394 14 102 94
Prince Edward Island 124 … 507 359 94 717 36 47 534 250 7 20 9
Nova Scotia 992 467 … 2,044 697 4,632 305 257 3,549 1,376 62 151 62
New Brunswick 382 354 1,972 … 1,554 2,723 204 167 2,201 675 13 50 30
Quebec 147 122 738 1,470 … 15,268 393 390 3,302 2,557 75 125 60
Ontario 2,693 690 5,219 2,977 11,785 … 3,522 3,513 17,003 14,052 195 385 290
Manitoba 173 41 399 280 443 4,226 … 1,905 3,997 2,980 38 62 58
Saskatchewan 121 44 273 153 289 2,226 1,688 … 8,164 2,945 54 77 23
Alberta 2,409 440 2,711 1,756 2,253 13,202 2,779 7,230 … 21,790 285 601 76
British Columbia 492 180 1,515 604 2,413 12,669 1,894 2,780 20,901 … 617 271 97
Yukon 23 6 47 11 39 160 34 41 270 417 … 58 8
Northwest Territories 146 16 110 39 75 306 52 98 785 342 105 … 95
Nunavut 83 10 83 37 62 235 52 21 70 76 12 88 …
Total in-migrants 7,785 2,494 14,553 10,167 19,884 58,317 11,085 16,602 63,975 47,854 1,477 1,990 902
Total out-migrants 7,755 2,704 14,594 10,325 24,647 62,324 14,602 16,057 55,532 44,433 1,114 2,169 829
Net migration 30 -210 -41 -158 -4,763 -4,007 -3,517 545 8,443 3,421 363 -179 73

Province of destination

number

Province of origin

Source: Statistics Canada, Demography Division.
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and territories due to geographic proximity, economic links, or for other reasons. Between any one jurisdiction and
another, a migratory balance can be calculated indicating which migratory partner experiences a positive versus
negative balance in the migratory exchange, and how these patterns may evolve over time.

Net gains for all of the Atlantic provinces in 2009/2010

In 2009/2010, all of the Atlantic provinces experienced a net gain of interprovincial migrants; the first time such
a pattern has occurred since 1982/1983. In 2010/2011, however, Newfoundland and Labrador was the sole Atlantic
province to retain a positive balance, while Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick returned to
negative balances.

Following a long history of net losses, the province of Newfoundland and Labrador experienced its third consecutive
period of net gains in 2010/2011, with slightly more (30) people entering the province than exiting. This positive
balance was lower than both 2009/2010 (1,600) and 2008/2009 (1,900), with 2008/2009 being the highest net gain
for the province on record since 1976/1977.

In 2009/2010, Newfoundland and Labrador’s net gain was the result of 9,000 entrants to the province versus
7,400 exits. As has been the case for many years, Alberta and Ontario were the major sources of migratory exchanges
with Newfoundland and Labrador, followed by Nova Scotia. In total, Newfoundland and Labrador received 1,000
more migrants from Ontario than it lost to this province in 2009/2010. The province also experienced a slight net
gain with the province of Alberta (400) in 2009/2010, in contrast to the small net loss of 100 persons observed in
2008/2009.

In 2010/2011, Newfoundland and Labrador’s small net migratory gain was the result of 7,790 entrants and 7,760
exits. While Newfoundland and Labrador retained a positive migratory balance with Ontario in this period (700), it
returned to a negative balance with Alberta (-800).

Given its relatively small population, Prince Edward Island’s net interprovincial migrantion fluctuates greatly
over time. In recent years (from 2004/2005 to 2008/2009), the province had experienced small net losses of interprovincial
migrants. In 2009/2010, a break in this trend occurred with a small net gain of 60 persons for the province. This net
migratory gain was the result of 2,650 exits and 2,710 entrants to the province. Prince Edward Island’s major migratory
exchanges were with Ontario, Nova Scotia and Alberta. Like Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Edward Island
transitioned to a positive migratory balance with Alberta in 2009/2010 compared to a net loss in 2008/2009.

In 2010/2011, Prince Edward Island’s transition to negative net migration was a result of a decline in the number
of entrants (-200) and an increase in the number of exits (100) compared to the 2009/2010 period. Unlike in the
previous period, Prince Edward Island held a negative migratory balance with Alberta in 2010/2011 (-100), as well
as Ontario and Nova Scotia, its other major migratory exchange sources.

Nova Scotia received 600 more entrants from other areas of the country than exits from the province in 2009/2010.
This represented an interruption in recent trends, as the province had experienced consecutive net losses of interprovincial
migrants between 2003/2004 and 2008/2009. In 2009/2010, there was the highest net gain of interprovincial migrants
for the province since 1984/1985. In 2009/2010, Nova Scotia’s net balances with its two largest sources of migratory
exchange, Ontario and Alberta, were positive (300 persons and 100 persons, respectively). The positive balance
with Alberta was a reversal from 2008/2009’s net loss.

Nova Scotia returned to a slightly negative migratory balance in 2010/2011 (-40),  mostly a result of a decline
of 600 in-migrants, as well as an increase of 30 out-migrants compared to the previous 2009/2010 period. In contrast
to the 2009/2010 period, Nova Scotia transitioned to a negative migratory balance in 2010/2011 with Alberta (-800),
while it retained a positive migration balance with Ontario (600).

Prior to 2009/2010, New Brunswick had experienced net interprovincial losses continuously since 1991/1992.
However, since 2005/2006, the level of the net losses had been steadily diminishing. This trend progressed into a
net gain of 600 interprovincial migrants in 2009/2010. New Brunswick received 10,900 in-migrants and lost 10,300
out-migrants to other areas of Canada in 2009/2010. As with Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, the change in
the province’s net migration from negative to positive between 2008/2009 and 2009/2010 was mostly a result of a
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decline in the number of exits. New Brunswick’s major migratory exchanges were with Ontario, Alberta and Nova
Scotia. Like Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick’s net migration with Alberta changed in favour
of New Brunswick in 2009/2010, with 200 more people moving from Alberta to New Brunswick than vice-versa.

The 2010/2011 period saw a return to negative net migration for New Brunswick, with 200 more exits than
entrants. New Brunswick’s transition to a negative migratory balance in 2010/2011 was mainly the result of a decline
of 700 entrants to the province compared to the previous period. New Brunswick saw 400 more persons migrate to
Alberta than enter the province from Alberta. However, with its largest migratory trade source- Ontario- New Brunswick
held a positive balance (400) in 2010/2011.

Quebec continues to hold a negative interprovincial migratory balance

In 2009/2010, the province of Quebec lost 3,300 more persons to interprovincial migration than what it gained,
sustaining its long history of net losses since 1976/1977. That said, the net loss in 2009/2010 was less than half
of what occurred in 2008/2009 (-7,400), continuing a trend of diminishing net losses for the third consecutive period.

The negative migratory balance for Quebec in 2009/2010 was the result of 24,300 exits and 21,000 entrants.
The diminishing of Quebec’s negative balance between 2008/2009 and 2009/2010 can be attributed mostly to a
decline in the number of people exiting the province (a decrease of 3,400 persons between the two periods), but
also to a small increase in the number of people entering the province (an additional 700 persons between the two
periods). Quebec’s major migratory exchanges were with Ontario, British Columbia and Alberta. In both 2008/2009
and 2009/2010, Quebec held negative migratory balances with each of these provinces.

Compared to the 2009/2010 period, in 2010/2011 Quebec experienced a decline of 1,100 in the number of in-
migrants (19,900), accompanied by a small increase of 300 in the number of out-migrants (24,600). Thus, Quebec’s
net migration became more negative in the 2010/2011 period (-4,800). Quebec’s largest negative balance was with
Ontario, with 3,500 more persons exiting the province for Ontario than entering the province from Ontario in 2010/2011.

Ontario‘s negative net migratory balance shrinks for two consecutive periods

A large contributor to Canada’s interprovincial migration, Ontario has experienced successive periods of net
migratory gain and net loss over the past forty years. Since 2003/2004, Ontario has experienced net losses of
interprovincial migrants, and that trend persisted in 2009/2010 with a net loss of 4,700 persons. Like Quebec,
however, the 2009/2010 net loss for Ontario was substantially smaller than that experienced in 2008/2009 (-15,600).
This shift was mostly attributable to a decrease of 8,600 exits between the two periods but also to a gain of 2,200
entrants between the two periods. Ontario’s major migratory exchanges were with Alberta, British Columbia and
Quebec. Overall, Ontario’s balance improved with its major migratory exchange partners between 2008/2009 and
2009/2010, becoming less negative with Alberta and British Columbia and more positive with Quebec.

In the 2010/2011 period, Ontario experienced a decrease in both the number of entrants (-1,400) and the number
of exits (-2,100) to the province compared to the previous 2009/2010 period. Ontario’s migratory balance with its
largest trading partner, Alberta, became more negative in 2010/2011 (-3,800) compared to the previous period (-2,400).

Manitoba’s negative migratory balance continues

In 2009/2010, 2,400 more persons left the province of Manitoba than entered it, continuing its long history of
net interprovincial migration losses that has remained unchanged since 1984/1985. The net loss was, however, the
smallest experienced by the province since 1998/1999 (-2,100), and continued a trend of diminishing net losses
since 2005/2006. The negative balance for Manitoba grew larger, however, in the 2010/2011 period, with 3,500 more
persons exiting the province than entering it.

Manitoba’s negative migratory balance of 2,400 in 2009/2010 was the result of 11,800 entrants and 14,200
exits. The small improvement in the migratory balance of Manitoba from 2008/2009 was mostly attributable to a
decline of 800 in the number of exits between the two periods. In 2010/2011, Manitoba experienced a decrease of
700 in the number of entrants, accompanied by an increase of 400 exits compared to 2009/2010.



- 7 -Component of Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 91-209-X

Report on the Demographic Situation in Canada Migration: Interprovincial, 2009/20010 and 2010/2011

Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia were Manitoba’s largest sources of migratory exchange. In both 2009/2010
and 2010/2011, Manitoba’s net migratory balance remained negative with these three provinces.

Saskatchewan retains a positive migratory balance for five consecutive periods

For the fifth consecutive period, Saskatchewan experienced a net gain of interprovincial migrants in 2010/2011,
with 500 more people entering the province than leaving it. The net gain was slightly smaller than that experienced
in 2009/2010 (2,200) and 2008/2009 (3,000), making it the third consecutive period in which net gains have diminished
from the previous period.

Saskatchewan received 17,200 entrants and saw 15,100 leave the province for elsewhere in Canada in 2009/2010.
This resulted in a slight decrease in the province’s positive migratory balance compared to 2008/2009 (2,200 compared
to 3,000); due in large part to a decline of 900 in the number of annual entrants between the two periods. In 2010/2011,
Saskatchewan experienced 16,600 entrants and 16,100 exits to the province. Compared to the 2009/2010 period,
the number of in-migrants to the province declined by 600, while the number of out-migrants from the province
increased by 1,000.

Saskatchewan’s largest migratory exchanges were with Alberta, representing close to half of all exits from
and entrances to the province in both 2009/2010 and 2010/2011. Saskatchewan held a positive migration balance
with Alberta between 2005/2006 and 2009/2010, with it receiving 900 more entrants from Alberta than exits to Alberta
in the latter period. In 2010/2011, however, Saskatchewan experienced a negative migratory balance of 1,000 persons
with Alberta. Saskatchewan’s largest positive migratory balance in 2010/2011 was with Ontario, with 1,300 more
persons entering the province from Ontario than exiting for Ontario.

Alberta experiences first migratory net loss in over a decade in 2009/2010

Following fourteen consecutive periods of net gains, Alberta experienced a net loss of 3,300 interprovincial
migrants in 2009/2010. This represented a substantial reversal from 2008/2009’s net gain of 13,200 persons, and
contrasted even more with 2005/2006’s net gain of 45,800 persons; the highest level recorded in the past four
decades for a single province or territory. The net loss in 2009/2010 was the largest experienced by the province
since 1987/1988, when a net loss of 23,200 interprovincial migrants occurred.

Alberta’s net loss in 2009/2010 was the result of 58,000 entrances and 61,200 exits from the province. In comparison,
Alberta received 75,200 entrants and had 62,100 exits in 2008/2009. Thus, the change in the direction of its balance
was mostly a result of a decline of 17,200 annual entrants between the two periods. In 2008/2009, all jurisdictions
with the exception of Saskatchewan and British Columbia held negative migratory balances with Alberta. This changed
markedly in 2009/2010, when all four of the Atlantic provinces and Yukon experienced a positive migration balance
with Alberta. Additionally, those provinces that already held positive migratory balances with Alberta saw their balances
grow more positive in 2009/2010, while those that remained with negative balances became less so.

In contrast to patterns in 2009/2010, Alberta returned to a positive migratory balance of 8,400 persons in 2010/2011,
a result of an increase of 6,000 entrants and a decline of 5,700 exits compared to 2009/2010; changes that were
the largest in magnitude among the provinces and territories. With all of the other jurisdictions except British Columbia,
Yukon and Nunavut, Alberta experienced a positive migratory balance in 2010/2011. Alberta’s largest negative balance
was with British Columbia in 2010/2011 (-900), though this balance was considerably less negative than in the
previous period (-5,100). The major sources of the entrants to and exits from Alberta changed little between 2009/
2010 and 2010/2011, being British Columbia, followed by Ontario and Saskatchewan.

British Columbia continues to hold a positive migratory balance

British Columbia continued its recent history of net gains of interprovincial migrants, gaining 8,700 more persons
than it lost in 2009/2010 and 3,400 more than it lost in 2010/2011. The 2010/2011 net gain was half as large as that
experienced in 2009/2010, representing the fourth consecutive period in which net gains diminished from the previous
period. British Columbia has not experienced a net loss of interprovincial migrants since 2002/2003 (-1,000).
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The decline in British Columbia’s positive migratory balance between 2008/2009 (10,000) and 2009/2010 (8,700)
was mostly attributable to a decline of 1,600 in the annual number of entrants between the two periods; the annual
number of exits also slightly decreased from 41,100 to 40,700. In 2010/2011, British Columbia experienced a decrease
of 1,600 in-migrants and an increase of 3,700 out-migrants compared to the previous 2009/2010 period, resulting
in a decrease in the province’s total migratory balance (3,400) for the fourth consecutive period.

British Columbia’s major migratory exchanges have been with Alberta, Ontario and Quebec for many years. In
both 2009/2010 and 2010/2011, British Columbia held positive migratory balances with its three largest exchange
partners.

Mixed migratory balances for the Territories

The territories, having small populations, experience low levels of interprovincial migration. Therefore, fluctuations
may occur in the direction of their balances from year to year. Yukon experienced a net gain of 300 persons through
interprovincial migration in 2009/2010 and 400 persons in 2010/2011, continuing its trend of increasing net gains
which has occurred since 2006/2007. The Northwest Territories experienced net losses of 400 interprovincial migrants
in 2009/2010 and 200 migrants in 2010/2011, representing two consecutive periods of diminishing negative balances
since the net loss of 600 persons in 2008/2009. Nunavut experienced a small net loss of 50 interprovincial migrants
in 2009/2010 and a small net gain (70) in 2010/2011.

The individual territories held relatively small migratory exchanges with the provinces and other territories in
2009/2010 due to their smaller populations. Yukon’s largest migratory exchanges were with British Columbia, Ontario
and Alberta in both 2009/2010 and 2010/2011, and the territory experienced a small positive migratory balance
with each of these provinces in both periods.

Alberta, Ontario and British Columbia held the largest migratory exchanges with the Northwest Territories in
2009/2010 and 2010/2011. The territory held a small positive migratory balance with Ontario in both periods, while
balances with Alberta and British Columbia were slightly negative.

Nunavut’s migratory exchanges are more diversified than most other jurisdictions, but Ontario, Newfoundland
and Labrador and the Northwest Territories represented the largest sources of exchange in 2009/2010 and 2010/
2011. Nunavut experienced a small negative balance with each of these jurisdictions in 2009/2010, but held small
positive balances with each of them in 2010/2011.

Summary

In summary, in 2009/2010, Alberta experienced a net loss of interprovincial migrants following 14 consecutive
years of sizeable net gains. Additionally, all of the Atlantic provinces experienced net interprovincial migration gains,
an occurrence last seen in 1982/1983. In 2010/2011, Alberta returned to a positive balance of interprovincial migrants,
while among the Atlantic provinces, only Newfoundland and Labrador retained a positive balance of migrants. For
most of the other provinces and territories, recent trends in the balance of interprovincial migration continued: over
the two periods, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, and the Northwest Territories experienced net losses while British
Columbia, Saskatchewan and Yukon experienced net gains.
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