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The 1986 to 2016 revisions of the National Tourism Indicators

1. Introduction

With the release of the fourth quarter 2016 estimates of the National Tourism Indicators (NTI) in March of 2017, 
data were revised from the first quarter of 1986 to the third quarter of 2016. Updated benchmarks from the 2012 
Canadian Tourism Satellite Account (CTSA) were incorporated. Other sources of new and revised data and 
selected conceptual changes were also introduced. This article will focus mostly on revisions beginning in 2012, 
the reference year of the most recent CTSA.

The NTI are benchmarked to the 2012 CTSA, which is anchored to the 2012 Supply and Use Tables (SUT). The 
SUT are available almost three years after the end of the reference period. As a result, the CTSA is published well 
after the fact. The NTI, on the other hand, use tourism ratios from the CTSA as well as other aggregate economic 
indicators to provide an up-to-date view of tourism’s economic landscape. New CTSA benchmarks, updates to 
the CTSA tourism ratios and new and revised economic indicators all lead to revisions to the NTI.

Between 2012 and 2015, tourism spending (in current dollars) was revised down for each year. In 2015, tourism 
spending was revised from $90.3 billion to $87.9 billion, most of which came from revisions to domestic demand. 
Tourism domestic demand was revised down from $71.9 billion to $69.9 billion in 2015, while tourism exports were 
lowered by $0.3 billion, to $18.1 billion.

Growth rates (in nominal terms) were revised down in 2012, 2013 and 2015, while 2014 was unchanged. In 2015, 
growth in tourism spending was revised from +2.1% to +1.7%.

On a quarterly basis between the first quarter of 2012 and the third quarter of 2016, growth in tourism spending 
(in real terms) was revised down in 13 quarters, up in four quarters and unchanged in two quarters (see Table 1.2). 
Revised quarterly growth rates were within 0.3 percentage points of previously published estimates in 16 of 19 
quarters, and all were within 0.5 percentage points.

Cumulatively, revised tourism spending increased 13.6% between the fourth quarter of 2011 and the third quarter 
of 2016, compared to the previously-published growth of 14.5% (adjusted for seasonal variation and price change).

2. National Tourism Indicators revision policy

The NTI revision policy allows for regular and systematic incorporation of new and revised data for the past 
reference periods, including regular benchmarking to the CTSA. Revisions to the NTI are the result of new or 
revised data in the core economic accounts. The revision policy serves to improve the reliability and accuracy of 
the NTI time series estimates. It is adapted from the policy followed for the Canadian System of Macroeconomic 
Accounts (CSMA), which governs four types of revisions: current, annual, comprehensive, and rebasing. Each of 
these are described below.

During the current reference year, estimates for any quarter are subject to revision at any subsequent quarter.  
For instance, a first-quarter estimate is revised on the release of the second-, third-, and fourth- quarter estimates 
for the same year. Revisions to estimates during the current reference year are called current revisions. These 
revisions allow improvements to estimates for past quarters during the current year through the incorporation of 
the most up-to-date information available (including revisions to source data as a result of late reporting).

At the time of a third-quarter release, all estimates for a given number of years back from the current year are 
subject to revision. This “annual revision” allows for the incorporation of the most up-to-date information from 
censuses, annual surveys, taxation statistics, public accounts, etc., which become available well after the fact.  
The number of years open to revision (or the “window for revision”) depends on the CSMA revision policy. 
Furthermore, when a new set of CTSA benchmarks is incorporated into the NTI, the revision period is extended 
back to the previous CTSA. Thus, the window for revision in the NTI varies according to the frequency of CTSA 
updates and the CSMA revision policy.
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Once an estimate has gone through the cycle of annual revisions, it is subject to the comprehensive revision 
process. Comprehensive revisions also provide an opportunity to bring in new data. However, these revisions are 
mainly for the purposes of introducing new concepts and definitions, implementing new and refined methods, and 
revamping estimation systems. Comprehensive revisions like this one typically result in changes to the entire time 
series.

Rebasing of constant price series, as with the first quarter 2013 release of the NTI, is normally carried out every 
five years. Rebasing is done to remove bias in measures of inflation-adjusted growth as relative prices in the 
economy evolve away from those of the base year. Rebasing involves revisions to only price indices and constant 
price aggregates, leaving aggregates at current prices unaffected.

3. Sources of revisions

The revisions to the NTI came from several sources, the most significant being the incorporation of the 2012 CTSA 
benchmarks. The 2013 SUT and updated indicators from the CSMA were also incorporated, as were more recent 
tourism industry and travel survey data. Conceptual changes also led to revisions to the NTI. Each of these are 
described below.

3.1 The 2012 Canadian Tourism Satellite Account1

The 2012 CTSA was released in November 2016. Supply-side and gross domestic product (GDP) estimates of 
the CTSA were derived from the 2012 SUT and survey data. Demand-side estimates were derived from the Travel 
Survey of Residents of Canada (domestic demand) and the International Travel Survey (exports). Employment 
estimates were based on the Canadian Productivity Accounts.

Updates to tourism commodity and industry ratios in the NTI can have a significant impact on levels of tourism 
demand, GDP and employment. For example, the previous tourism ratio for the food and beverage services 
industry, from the 2004 CTSA, was 17.0%. With the 2012 CTSA, the tourism ratio for that industry was updated to 
20.5%. This underestimation of tourism’s contribution to the food and beverage services industry in 2012 led to 
most of the 28.1% upward revision to levels of tourism employment for that industry.

3.2 Supply and Use Tables, 2013

The latest available 2013 SUT released in November 2016 were used to update the NTI’s annual supply estimates 
for 2013. This update led to revisions to quarterly supply, demand, GDP and employment of the NTI from the first 
quarter of 2013 to date.

3.3 Conceptual changes

With the replacement of the Canadian Travel Survey with the Travel Survey of Residents of Canada in 2006, the 
operational definition of a tourism trip was updated to include all out-of-town overnight trips, as well as out-of-town 
same-day trips of at least 40 kilometers one-way. Previously, all trips (same-day and overnight) of 80 kilometers 
or more one-way were considered tourism. Also, routine trips, either for business or for personal reasons, are 
no longer considered tourism trips. The 2012 CTSA also added the purchase of pleasure boats to pre-trip 
expenditures. All these changes are in alignment with international standards on tourism statistics established by 
the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO).2,3 These conceptual changes affected CTSA estimates, and in turn, the 
NTI via the benchmarking process.

1. Canadian Tourism Satellite Account, 2012. Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 13-604-M. Ottawa, Ontario. Income and Expenditure Technical Series, no. 84.
2. Tourism Satellite Account – Recommended Methodological Framework 2008. Organisation for Economic Co operation and Economic Development, the Statistical Office of the 

European Communities, the United Nations and the World Tourism Organisation. Luxembourg, Madrid, New York, Paris.
3. International Recommendations for Tourism Statistics 2008. Organisation for Economic Co operation and Economic Development, the Statistical Office of the European 

Communities, the United Nations and the World Tourism Organisation. New York.
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3.4 Revisions to the Canadian System of Macroeconomic Accounts

Current revisions to household final consumption expenditure and to GDP by industry for the first quarter of 2016 
to the third quarter of 2016 led to quarterly updates to the NTI for that year.

The regular annual revisions to the Income and Expenditure Accounts, released for the period 2013 to 2015 in 
November 2016, specifically those to the household sector, also led to quarterly updates to NTI estimates for this 
period.

The 2015 comprehensive revision to the CSMA was released in December 2015. It led to quarterly updates to 
tourism GDP for the first quarter of 2013 to the third quarter of 2016.4

As a result of revisions to the CSMA, new benchmark information from other sources, notably the Survey of 
Household Spending, as well as transportation, food services and drinking places and accommodation industry 
surveys, were brought into the NTI indirectly. This affected the NTI quarterly movements and annual levels for all 
years.

4. Impact of revisions on the National Tourism Indicators, 2012 to 2015

4.1 Revisions to components of tourism demand (nominal terms)

Annual revisions to the components of tourism demand (in current dollars) varied. The largest contributor to the 
downward revision was in transportation (see Table 2).

Transportation was revised downwards in all years by an average of $1.8 billion, mainly in passenger air transport. 
Upward revisions to vehicle repairs and parts and vehicle fuel moderated the lower estimates.

With the new operational definition of domestic tourism trips, the exclusion of routine trips from tourism estimates 
likely led to a downward revision to passenger air transport in all years. Conversely, the inclusion of out-of-town 
same-day trips between 40 kilometers and 80 kilometers one-way and of out-of-town overnight trips shorter than 
80 kilometers one way likely contributed to upward revisions to expenditures on vehicle repairs and parts and 
vehicle fuel.

Estimates of accommodation services were lowered in all years, with downward revisions ranging from $0.9 billion 
(2012) to $1.1 billion (2015). These were offset by upward revisions to food and beverage services. In 2015, food 
and beverage services were revised up $1.1 billion.

Spending on other tourism commodities (e.g., recreation and entertainment, and travel agency services) was 
lowered every year, culminating in a $0.3 billion downward revision in 2015. Spending on non-tourism commodities 
(e.g., groceries, urban transit and other miscellaneous commodities) was revised up $0.2 billion in 2012 and was 
virtually unchanged in 2013, 2014 and 2015.

4.2 Revisions to components of tourism demand (growth rates in real terms)

Annual growth rates of tourism spending (in real terms) were revised down in 2012 and 2015, and up in 2013 and 
2014 (see Table 3). Prior to the revisions, the cumulative growth of tourism demand was estimated at 7.5% from 
2012 to 2015. The NTI now indicate a cumulative growth of 7.3% over the same period.

Growth in transportation and accommodation were generally revised down. In 2015, transportation was revised 
down from +5.2% to +4.3%, while accommodation services were revised down 0.8 percentage points to +0.6%. 
Growth in food and beverage services was generally revised up, including a 0.9 percentage point revision to 
+2.4% in 2015.

Growth in other tourism goods and services was revised down 1.1 percentage points to +0.5% in 2015, while  
non-tourism goods and services was revised up 0.4 percentage points to +1.5%.

4. Results from the 2015 Comprehensive Revision to the Canadian System of Macroeconomic Accounts. Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 13-605-X. Ottawa, Ontario. Latest 
Developments in the Canadian Economic Accounts.
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4.3 Revisions to employment generated by tourism demand

Tourism employment was revised significantly upwards. In 2015, tourism employment was revised up 11.2% to 
708,500 jobs (see Table 4). Upward revisions were similar in all years, ranging from 10.9% in 2012 to 11.6% in 2014. 
Cumulatively, growth in tourism employment was virtually unchanged, increasing 4.8% between 2012 and 2015, 
compared to the previously-published growth of 4.6%.

The revisions in tourism employment were largely due to upward revisions in the food and beverage services 
industry, as well as in non-tourism industries. Tourism employment in transportation was also revised up, while 
accommodation was revised down. These revisions mostly stemmed from the implementation of the new CTSA 
benchmarks in 2012, mainly to tourism ratios in food and beverage services and recreation and entertainment 
industries, which were carried forward to subsequent years. Between 2012 and 2015, cumulative growth for 
transportation, accommodation and food and beverage services were within 0.8 percentage points of previously 
published estimates.

Upward revisions in tourism employment and downward revisions in tourism demand are partly explained by 
revisions to the industrial composition of tourism employment. Tourism employment in the food and beverage 
services industry, which accounts for almost one-third of employment attributable to tourism demand in part due 
to its high concentration of part-time workers, was revised up significantly, leading to upward revisions in overall 
tourism employment. Benchmarking to the 2012 CTSA, as well as updates to the tourism ratio for that industry, led 
to these upward revisions.

4.4 Revisions to tourism gross domestic product (growth rates in real terms)

Tourism GDP annual growth rates were revised within 0.7 percentage points of the previously-published estimates 
(see Table 6). The mean absolute revision was 0.5 percentage points. In 2015, tourism GDP was revised down 0.2 
percentage points to an increase of 2.9%.

New estimates from the 2013 SUT led to larger revisions in growth at the component level for that year. In 2013, 
tourism GDP in transportation, accommodation and other tourism industries (which includes recreation and 
entertainment as well as travel services), were revised down between 0.8 and 3.3 percentage points. Tourism 
GDP was revised upwards in food and beverage services and in non-tourism industries by 1.1 and 0.7 percentage 
points, respectively.

In 2015, growth rates in tourism GDP at the component level were all within 0.9 percentage points of the 
previously-published estimates. The mean absolute revision at the component level was 0.4 percentage points.

5. Impact of revisions on the National Tourism Indicators, 1986 to 2011

NTI estimates for 1986 to 2011 were revised to align with the new 2012 CTSA benchmarks and resulting NTI 
estimates for 2012. All components of tourism demand, GDP and employment were revised. This realignment did 
not incorporate new source data. Its purpose was to minimize any potential breaks in the time series.

Annual tourism demand (in current dollars) was lowered in all years and the downward revisions ranged from $0.6 
billion (in 1986) to $1.5 billion (in 2011). Tourism demand was revised down between 1.7% (in 2009) and 3.1% (in 
1996) from the previously-published estimates. Growth rates to annual tourism demand (in nominal terms) were all 
within 0.4 percentage points of the previously-published growth rates.

Employment generated by tourism demand was revised up in all years and the upward revisions ranged from 
10.3% (in 1996) to 10.9% (in 1987). Growth rates to tourism employment were all within 0.4 percentage points of 
the previously-published estimates, and all but six were within 0.2 percentage points.

Growth rates to annual tourism GDP (in real terms) were all within 0.5 percentage points of the  
previously-published estimates, and all but two were within 0.3 percentage points.
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Table 1.1
Revisions to tourism demand

Revised 
estimate1

Previous 
estimate2 Revision3 Revision4

Revised 
estimate1

Previous 
estimate2 Revision3

not seasonally adjusted, current prices

millions of dollars % % change, year-to-year % points

First quarter 2012 15,516 15,853 -337 -2.1 7.3 7.3 0.0
Second quarter 2012 19,112 19,470 -358 -1.8 3.9 4.0 -0.1
Third quarter 2012 28,477 29,006 -529 -1.8 3.3 3.5 -0.2
Fourth quarter 2012 17,052 17,420 -368 -2.1 2.8 2.8 0.0
First quarter 2013 15,671 16,089 -418 -2.6 1.0 1.5 -0.5
Second quarter 2013 19,595 20,057 -462 -2.3 2.5 3.0 -0.5
Third quarter 2013 29,533 30,204 -671 -2.2 3.7 4.1 -0.4
Fourth quarter 2013 17,788 18,171 -383 -2.1 4.3 4.3 0.0
First quarter 2014 16,392 16,773 -381 -2.3 4.6 4.3 0.3
Second quarter 2014 20,672 21,106 -434 -2.1 5.5 5.2 0.3
Third quarter 2014 31,033 31,725 -692 -2.2 5.1 5.0 0.0
Fourth quarter 2014 18,386 18,899 -513 -2.7 3.4 4.0 -0.6
First quarter 2015 16,668 17,085 -417 -2.4 1.7 1.9 -0.2
Second quarter 2015 20,927 21,514 -587 -2.7 1.2 1.9 -0.7
Third quarter 2015 31,587 32,401 -814 -2.5 1.8 2.1 -0.3
Fourth quarter 2015 18,738 19,342 -604 -3.1 1.9 2.3 -0.4
First quarter 2016 17,232 17,714 -482 -2.7 3.4 3.7 -0.3
Second quarter 2016 21,626 22,291 -665 -3.0 3.3 3.6 -0.3
Third quarter 2016 32,989 34,035 -1,046 -3.1 4.4 5.0 -0.6

1. The “revised estimates” are the result of the 2016 fourth quarter revisions.
2. The “previous estimates” for 2012 are the result of first quarter 2013 annual revision. The “previous estimates” for 2013 are the result of first quarter 2014 annual revision. The “previous 
estimates” for 2014 to 2016 are the result of current-year revisions. 
3. The revision is the revised estimate minus the previous estimate.
4. The percentage revision is the revision as a percentage of the previous estimate.
Source: Statistics Canada, “The 1986 to 2016 revisions of the National Tourism Indicators”, Latest Developments in the Canadian Economic Accounts (13-605-X), 2017.
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Table 1.2
Revisions to tourism demand

Revised estimate1 Previous estimate2 Revision4

seasonally adjusted, 2007 prices

% change, preceding quarter % points

First quarter 2012 0.3 0.4 -0.1
Second quarter 2012 0.1 0.2 -0.1
Third quarter 2012 -0.3 -0.1 -0.1
Fourth quarter 2012 0.5 0.7 -0.2
First quarter 2013 0.2 -0.1 0.3
Second quarter 2013 0.4 0.5 -0.1
Third quarter 2013 0.6 0.4 0.2
Fourth quarter 2013 0.9 0.6 0.3
First quarter 2014 0.8 0.9 -0.1
Second quarter 2014 1.3 1.2 0.1
Third quarter 2014 0.6 1.0 -0.4
Fourth quarter 2014 0.7 0.7 0.0
First quarter 2015 0.3 0.4 -0.1
Second quarter 2015 0.7 0.8 -0.1
Third quarter 2015 0.8 1.0 -0.2
Fourth quarter 2015 0.1 0.3 -0.1
First quarter 2016 1.5 1.5 0.0
Second quarter 2016 1.0 1.1 -0.1
Third quarter 2016 2.1 2.2 -0.1

1. The “revised estimates” are the result of the 2016 fourth quarter revisions.
2. The “previous estimates” for 2012 are the result of first quarter 2013 annual revision. The “previous estimates” for 2013 are the result of first quarter 2014 annual revision. The “previous 
estimates” for 2014 to 2016 are the result of current-year revisions. 
3. The revision is the revised estimate minus the previous estimate.
Source:  Statistics Canada, “The 1986 to 2016 revisions of the National Tourism Indicators”, Latest Developments in the Canadian Economic Accounts (13-605-X), 2017.
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Table 2
Revisions to the components of tourism demand

Revised estimate1 Previous estimate2 Revision3 Revision4

millions of dollars %

Transportation
2012 31,024 32,617 -1,593 -4.9
2013 31,829 33,568 -1,739 -5.2
2014 33,791 35,587 -1,796 -5.0
2015 32,987 35,105 -2,118 -6.0
Accommodation
2012 10,758 11,621 -863 -7.4
2013 11,208 12,101 -893 -7.4
2014 11,659 12,637 -978 -7.7
2015 12,290 13,365 -1,075 -8.0
Food and beverage services
2012 12,550 11,836 714 6.0
2013 13,195 12,277 918 7.5
2014 13,843 12,907 936 7.3
2015 14,536 13,436 1,100 8.2
Other tourism goods and services
2012 12,752 12,760 -8 -0.1
2013 12,945 13,126 -181 -1.4

2014 13,267 13,397 -130 -1.0

2015 13,681 14,015 -334 -2.4

Total tourism goods and services
2012 67,084 68,834 -1,750 -2.5

2013 69,177 71,072 -1,895 -2.7

2014 72,560 74,528 -1,968 -2.6

2015 73,494 75,921 -2,427 -3.2

Total other good and services
2012 13,073 12,915 158 1.2

2013 13,410 13,449 -39 -0.3

2014 13,923 13,975 -52 -0.4

2015 14,426 14,421 5 0.0

Tourism expenditures
2012 80,157 81,749 -1,592 -1.9

2013 82,587 84,521 -1,934 -2.3

2014 86,483 88,503 -2,020 -2.3
2015 87,920 90,342 -2,422 -2.7

1. The “revised estimates” are the result of the 2016 fourth quarter revisions.
2. The “previous estimates” for 2012 are the result of first quarter 2013 annual revision. The “previous estimates” for 2013 are the result of first quarter 2014 annual revision. The “previous 
estimates” for 2014 and 2015 are the result of current-year revisions.
3. The revision is the revised estimate minus the previous estimate.
4. The percentage revision is the revision as a percentage of the previous estimate.

Source:  Statistics Canada, “The 1986 to 2016 revisions of the National Tourism Indicators”, Latest Developments in the Canadian Economic Accounts (13-605-X), 2017.
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Table 3
Revisions to the components of tourism demand (growth rates)

Revised 
estimate1

Previous 
estimate2 Revision3

Revised 
estimate1

Previous 
estimate2 Revision3

current prices constant 2007 prices
annual % change % points annual % change % points

Transportation
2012 4.1 4.3 -0.1 0.9 1.7 -0.8
2013 2.6 2.9 -0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0
2014 6.2 6.0 0.1 5.9 6.1 -0.2
2015 -2.4 -1.4 -1.0 4.3 5.2 -0.9
Accommodation
2012 3.5 3.5 0.0 1.1 1.2 -0.1
2013 4.2 4.1 0.1 2.1 1.5 0.7
2014 4.0 4.4 -0.4 1.7 2.1 -0.5
2015 5.4 5.8 -0.3 0.6 1.5 -0.8
Food and beverage services
2012 4.4 4.5 -0.1 2.3 1.9 0.3
2013 5.1 3.7 1.4 3.3 1.9 1.5
2014 4.9 5.1 -0.2 3.0 3.0 0.0
2015 5.0 4.1 0.9 2.4 1.5 0.9
Other tourism goods and services
2012 4.1 4.1 0.0 2.5 2.6 -0.1
2013 1.5 2.9 -1.4 0.3 1.7 -1.3
2014 2.5 2.1 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.1
2015 3.1 4.6 -1.5 0.5 1.5 -1.1
Total tourism goods and services
2012 4.1 4.1 -0.1 1.5 1.8 -0.3
2013 3.1 3.3 -0.1 1.2 1.0 0.1
2014 4.9 4.9 0.0 3.6 3.8 -0.2
2015 1.3 1.9 -0.6 2.6 3.3 -0.7
Total other good and services
2012 4.3 4.4 -0.1 1.6 1.7 -0.1
2013 2.6 4.1 -1.6 2.2 1.5 0.7
2014 3.8 3.9 -0.1 2.0 0.5 1.5
2015 3.6 3.2 0.4 1.5 1.1 0.4
Tourism expenditures
2012 4.1 4.2 -0.1 1.5 1.8 -0.3
2013 3.0 3.4 -0.4 1.3 1.1 0.2
2014 4.7 4.7 0.0 3.3 3.3 0.1
2015 1.7 2.1 -0.4 2.5 2.9 -0.5

1. The “revised estimates” are the result of the 2016 fourth quarter revisions.
2. The “previous estimates” for 2012 are the result of first quarter 2013 annual revision. The “previous estimates” for 2013 are the result of first quarter 2014 annual revision. The “previous 
estimates” for 2014 to 2015 are the result of current-year revisions. 
3. The revision is the revised estimate minus the previous estimate.
4. The percentage revision is the revision as a percentage of the previous estimate.
Source: Statistics Canada, “The 1986 to 2016 revisions of the National Tourism Indicators”, Latest Developments in the Canadian Economic Accounts (13-605-X), 2017.
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Table 4
Revisions to employment generated by tourism

Revised 
estimate1

Previous 
estimate2 Revision3 Revision4

Revised 
estimate1

Previous 
estimate2 Revision3

thousands of jobs % annual % change % points

Transportation
2012 80.7 72.0 8.7 12.0 3.4 2.5 0.8
2013 83.1 73.3 9.8 13.4 3.0 1.8 1.2
2014 84.7 75.1 9.6 12.9 2.0 2.4 -0.5
2015 84.4 75.4 8.9 11.8 -0.4 0.5 -0.9
Accommodation
2012 139.6 154.4 -14.8 -9.6 0.6 0.7 0.0
2013 140.9 156.5 -15.6 -10.0 0.9 1.3 -0.4
2014 140.7 156.4 -15.7 -10.1 -0.1 0.0 -0.1
2015 142.7 158.5 -15.9 -10.0 1.4 1.3 0.1
Food and beverage services
2012 203.0 158.5 44.6 28.1 2.7 2.7 0.0
2013 210.3 164.1 46.1 28.1 3.6 3.6 0.0
2014 216.4 167.5 48.9 29.2 2.9 2.1 0.9
2015 221.0 171.3 49.7 29.0 2.1 2.3 -0.2
Other tourism industries
2012 111.5 110.8 0.7 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.1
2013 108.8 109.4 -0.6 -0.5 -2.4 -1.3 -1.1
2014 109.4 111.3 -1.9 -1.7 0.5 1.7 -1.2
2015 111.4 114.0 -2.5 -2.2 1.9 2.4 -0.5
Total tourism industries
2012 534.8 495.7 39.1 7.9 1.7 1.4 0.3
2013 543.0 503.3 39.7 7.9 1.5 1.5 0.0
2014 551.2 510.3 40.9 8.0 1.5 1.4 0.1
2015 559.4 519.2 40.2 7.7 1.5 1.7 -0.3
Total other industries
2012 141.0 113.8 27.2 23.9 1.7 1.9 -0.3
2013 144.7 115.6 29.2 25.2 2.6 1.6 1.1
2014 149.1 117.3 31.8 27.1 3.0 1.5 1.6
2015 149.1 118.2 30.9 26.1 0.0 0.8 -0.8
Tourism activities
2012 675.8 609.5 66.3 10.9 1.7 1.5 0.2
2013 687.7 618.9 68.8 11.1 1.8 1.5 0.2
2014 700.3 627.6 72.7 11.6 1.8 1.4 0.4
2015 708.5 637.4 71.1 11.2 1.2 1.6 -0.4

1. The “revised estimates” are the result of the 2016 fourth quarter revisions.
2. The “previous estimates” for 2012 are the result of first quarter 2013 annual revision. The “previous estimates” for 2013 are the result of first quarter 2014 annual revision. The “previous 
estimates” for 2014 and 2015 are the result of current-year revisions.
3. The current revision is the revised estimate minus the previous estimate.
4. The current percentage revision is the current revision as a percentage of the previous estimate.
Source: Statistics Canada, “The 1986 to 2016 revisions of the National Tourism Indicators”, Latest Developments in the Canadian Economic Accounts (13-605-X), 2017.
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Table 5
Revisions to tourism gross domestic product at current prices

Revised 
estimate1

Previous 
estimate2 Revision3 Revision4

Revised 
estimate1

Previous 
estimate2 Revision3

millions of dollars % annual % change % points

Transportation
2012 7,496 6,986 510 7.3 3.5 3.7 -0.2
2013 7,573 7,163 410 5.7 1.0 2.5 -1.5
2014 8,020 7,587 433 5.7 5.9 5.9 0.0
2015 8,564 8,074 490 6.1 6.8 6.4 0.4
Accommodation
2012 6,833 7,536 -703 -9.3 3.5 3.6 -0.1
2013 6,886 7,730 -844 -10.9 0.8 2.6 -1.8
2014 7,185 8,033 -848 -10.6 4.3 3.9 0.4
2015 7,625 8,487 -862 -10.2 6.1 5.7 0.5
Food and beverage services
2012 5,002 4,105 897 21.9 5.0 5.0 0.0
2013 5,264 4,268 996 23.3 5.2 4.0 1.3
2014 5,525 4,472 1,053 23.5 5.0 4.8 0.2
2015 5,806 4,676 1,130 24.2 5.1 4.6 0.5
Other tourism industries
2012 5,051 5,017 34 0.7 3.5 3.5 0.0
2013 5,061 5,125 -64 -1.2 0.2 2.2 -2.0
2014 5,180 5,248 -68 -1.3 2.4 2.4 0.0
2015 5,342 5,466 -124 -2.3 3.1 4.2 -1.0
Total tourism industries
2012 24,382 23,644 738 3.1 3.8 3.8 0.0
2013 24,784 24,286 498 2.1 1.6 2.7 -1.1
2014 25,910 25,340 570 2.2 4.5 4.3 0.2
2015 27,337 26,703 634 2.4 5.5 5.4 0.1
Total other industries
2012 9,262 8,393 869 10.4 3.6 3.6 0.0
2013 9,671 8,744 927 10.6 4.4 4.2 0.2
2014 10,146 9,103 1,043 11.5 4.9 4.1 0.8
2015 9,546 8,842 704 8.0 -5.9 -2.9 -3.0
Tourism activities
2012 33,644 32,037 1,607 5.0 3.7 3.8 0.0
2013 34,455 33,030 1,425 4.3 2.4 3.1 -0.7
2014 36,056 34,443 1,613 4.7 4.6 4.3 0.4
2015 36,883 35,545 1,338 3.8 2.3 3.2 -0.9

1. The “revised estimates” are the result of the 2016 fourth quarter revisions.
2. The “previous estimates” for 2012 are the result of first quarter 2013 annual revision. The “previous estimates” for 2013 are the result of first quarter 2014 annual revision. The “previous 
estimates” for 2014 and 2015 are the result of current-year revisions.  
3. The revision is the revised estimate minus the previous estimate.
4.  The percentage revision is the revision as a percentage of the previous estimate.
Source: Statistics Canada, “The 1986 to 2016 revisions of the National Tourism Indicators”, Latest Developments in the Canadian Economic Accounts (13-605-X), 2017.



Statistics Canada – Catalogue no. 13-605-X      13

The 1986 to 2016 revisions of the National Tourism Indicators

Table 6
Revisions to tourism gross domestic product at 2007 prices

Revised estimate1 Previous estimate2 Revision3

annual % change % points

Transportation
2012 2.8 1.0 1.8
2013 -0.7 0.1 -0.8
2014 4.9 5.3 -0.5
2015 8.4 8.3 0.2
Accommodation
2012 2.4 0.9 1.5
2013 -1.0 0.4 -1.4
2014 1.9 1.7 0.2
2015 0.8 1.4 -0.6
Food and beverage services
2012 2.8 2.6 0.2
2013 3.4 2.3 1.1
2014 3.1 2.6 0.5
2015 2.4 2.0 0.5
Other tourism industries
2012 0.8 1.7 -0.9
2013 -2.9 0.4 -3.3
2014 0.5 1.0 -0.6
2015 1.7 1.8 -0.1
Total tourism industries
2012 2.3 1.4 0.9
2013 -0.4 0.6 -1.0
2014 2.8 2.8 0.0
2015 3.8 3.7 0.1
Total other industries
2012 1.4 1.4 0.0
2013 3.4 2.7 0.7
2014 3.6 1.9 1.7
2015 0.6 1.4 -0.8
Tourism activities
2012 2.0 1.4 0.7
2013 0.6 1.2 -0.5
2014 3.0 2.6 0.4
2015 2.9 3.1 -0.2

1. The “revised estimates” are the result of the 2016 fourth quarter revisions.
2. The “previous estimates” for 2012 are the result of first quarter 2013 annual revision. The “previous estimates” for 2013 are the result of first quarter 2014 annual revision. The “previous 
estimates” for 2014 and 2015 are the result of current-year revisions.
3. The revision is the revised estimate minus the previous estimate.
Source: Statistics Canada, “The 1986 to 2016 revisions of the National Tourism Indicators”, Latest Developments in the Canadian Economic Accounts (13-605-X), 2017.


