
Catalogue no. 85-005-X 
ISSN 1925-3427

Juristat Bulletin

 

Youth crime, 2011 



Standard table symbols
The following symbols are used in Statistics Canada  
publications:

. not available for any reference period 

.. not available for a specific reference period 

... not applicable 
0 true zero or a value rounded to zero 
0s value rounded to 0 (zero) where there is a meaningful 
 distinction between true zero and the value that was rounded 
p preliminary 
r revised 
x suppressed to meet the confidentiality requirements  
 of the Statistics Act 
E use with caution 
F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)

How to obtain more information
For information about this product or the wide range of services and data available from Statistics Canada, visit our website, 
www.statcan.gc.ca. 
 
You can also contact us by 
 
email at STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca 
 
telephone, from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the following numbers: 

 • Statistical Information Service 1-800-263-1136
 • National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired 1-800-363-7629
 • Fax line 1-514-283-9350

 
Depository Services Program 

 • Inquiries line 1-800-635-7943
 • Fax line 1-800-565-7757

Note of appreciation
Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a 
long-standing partnership between Statistics Canada, the  
citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other 
institutions. Accurate and timely statistical information could not 
be produced without their continued co-operation and goodwill.

Standards of service to the public
Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, 
reliable and courteous manner. To this end, Statistics Canada has 
developed standards of service that its employees observe. To 
obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact Statistics 
Canada toll-free at 1-800-263-1136. The service standards are 
also published on www.statcan.gc.ca under “Contact us” > 
“Standards of service to the public.”

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada

© Minister of Industry, 2012

All rights reserved. Use of this publication is governed by the Statistics Canada Open Licence Agreement.

An HTML version is also available.

Cette publication est aussi disponible en français.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN%40canada.ca?subject=
http://www.statcan.gc.ca
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/about/service/standards
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/reference/licence-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-005-x/2012001/article/11749-eng.htm


Youth crime, 2011
Youth crime has been declining in Canada. Both the youth crime rate, which measures the volume
of youth crime, and the youth Crime Severity Index, which measures the seriousness of youth crime,
fell 10% in 2011, continuing the downward trend seen over the past decade (Chart 1).

Chart 1 
Youth crime rate and youth Crime Severity Index, Canada, 2001 to 2011

1. The Index has been standardized to a base year of 2006 which is equal to 100. 
Note:  Refers to youth (12 to 17 years) who were formally charged by police (or recommended for
charging) as well as youth who were cleared by other means (e.g. alternative measures). 
Source:  Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.

Police reported just over 135,600 youth aged 12 to 17 accused of a Criminal Code offence in 2011,
about 18,100 fewer than the previous year.  The number of accused includes youth who were
charged (or recommended for charging) by police, and those who were dealt with by means other
than the formal laying of a charge (e.g. alternative measures).

Beginning in 2003, the same year the Youth Criminal Justice Act was implemented, the rate of youth
diverted from the formal justice system has continually exceeded the rate of youth formally charged
(Chart 2).
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1. Refers to youth (12 to 17 years) who were formally charged by police (or recommended for
charging). 
2. Refers to youth (12 to 17 years) who were cleared by other means (e.g. alternative measures). 
Source:  Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.

Note:
1. Excludes traffic offences.
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Chart 2 Youth accused of crime, by clearance status, Canada, 2001 to 2011
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