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Online child sexual exploitation: Criminal justice outcomes of police-reported 
incidents in Canada, 2014 to 2021: Highlights

Police-reported incidents of online child sexual exploitation in Canada in 2023

•	 There were 19,516 online child sexual exploitation incidents reported by police in 2023, translating to a rate of 262 
incidents per 100,000 children and youth in Canada—a 59% increase from the rate reported by police in 2022.

•	 Online child pornography incidents accounted for 87% of online child sexual exploitation (OCSE) incidents in 2023, 
most (87%) of which were for making or distributing child pornography. Incidents of online sexual offences against 
children made up the remaining 13% of total OCSE incidents. 

•	 Around 3 in 10 (31%) of incidents of online sexual offences against children were cleared by police in 2023. Of this 
proportion, 76% resulted in charges being laid or recommended by police. 

Criminal justice outcomes of online child sexual exploitation incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021

•	 Of all online child sexual exploitation incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021, 92% did not result in a 
completed court case before the end of 2022/2023.

•	 Most online child sexual exploitation incidents did not make it past the police clearance stage: four out of five (77%) 
incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021 were not cleared (i.e., not solved).

•	 Once in court, 72% of adult criminal court cases linked to a police-reported online child sexual exploitation incident 
(where at least one OCSE charge was retained) resulted in a guilty decision for the most serious offence in the case. 
In comparison, 52% of adult criminal court cases linked to police-reported incidents of physical assault resulted in a 
guilty decision for the most serious offence in the case.
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Online child sexual exploitation: Criminal justice outcomes of police-reported 
incidents in Canada, 2014 to 2021
by Laura Savage

Advancements in digital technologies continue to change the ways humans live. The Internet has become an integral part 
of everyday life with many Canadians relying on it for work and education, business and banking, and entertainment and 
socializing. The Internet has also changed the way people commit crime, allowing for new criminal opportunities like identity 
theft, extortion, and the sexual exploitation of children and youth. Perpetrators can use the Internet to gain access to children 
across the world, removing the geographical barriers that exist with offline offending (Kloess & van der Bruggen, 2021).

Younger generations are being raised in an increasingly digital and interconnected world. Greater access to—and increased 
use of—smartphones among children and youth allows them to be constantly connected, leading to concerns about online 
safety. The 2023 Canadian Health Survey on Children and Youth1 asked parents several questions about their children’s 
Internet use. When asked how often they speak with their child about online safety, the large majority (90%) of parents of 
youth aged 12 to 17 years said “sometimes” or “often.” This proportion dropped to 74% among parents of children aged 11 
years and younger. Parents of youth were also more likely than parents of children to report that they speak with their child 
“sometimes” or “often” about online privacy (87% versus 64%, respectively).

Online child sexual exploitation (OCSE) captures a wide range of criminal offences, including luring, invitation to sexual 
touching, and non-consensual distribution of intimate images (see Text box 1). Canada’s criminal laws prohibit all forms of 
sexual abuse and exploitation and make it illegal to possess, access, make and distribute all forms of child pornography, 
including child pornography generated from artificial intelligence (see Savage, 2024).2 It is also against the law to use the 
Internet to communicate with a child for the purposes of facilitating the commission of a sexual offence.

In 2004, Public Safety Canada—in partnership with Justice Canada and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police—announced 
Canada’s National Strategy for the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation on the Internet (National Strategy) as a 
commitment to combat child sexual exploitation online. The National Strategy highlights the prevention efforts taken to better 
protect children and youth online, including increasing investigational capacity,3 enhancing public education and awareness, 
and providing support for further research on OCSE. Several updates have been made to the National Strategy since 
2004, and the federal government continues to work in partnership with countries across the globe to address OCSE at an 
international level.4 

It is difficult to measure the true prevalence of OCSE because police-reported data for this type of crime is susceptible to 
underreporting and underestimation, particularly because it involves young victims who may not know how to report or 
are scared to ask for help. Complementary data and research from external sources like the Canadian Centre for Child 
Protection—a National Strategy partner—and Cybertip.ca5 are essential to better understand the prevalence of this type of 
crime. 

This Juristat article is divided into two sections. The first section, which uses police-reported data from the Incident-based 
Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey, builds upon previous reports (Ibrahim, 2022; Savage, 2024) by providing the most 
recent data on the prevalence and nature of OCSE incidents reported by police in 2023. The first section examines the 
characteristics of OCSE incidents, victims, and accused persons. The second section of the Juristat article uses a linked data 
file to explore how OCSE incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021 proceeded through the criminal justice system, 
from police to courts.6 

This Juristat article was produced with funding support from Public Safety Canada.
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Text box 1 
Defining and measuring online child sexual exploitation using police-reported data

In the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey, an incident is flagged as a cybercrime when the crime targets information 
and communication technology (ICT) or when the crime used ICT to commit the offence. ICT includes, but is not limited 
to, the Internet, computers, servers, digital technology, digital telecommunications devices, phones and networks. Crimes 
committed over text and through messages using social media platforms are also considered cybercrime activity.

Since this analysis focuses on online child sexual exploitation (OCSE), in-scope incidents include those where police 
reported a cyber violation.7 8 The cyber violation was not necessarily the most serious violation in the incident.9

Defining online child sexual exploitation

While there is no standard definition for OCSE, this analysis uses the following Criminal Code violations to define the 
crime, so long as they were flagged as a cybercrime:

•	 Online sexual offences against children, which include:

	○ Sexual violations against children, which involve the following Criminal Code offences: sexual 
interference, invitation to sexual touching, sexual exploitation, parent or guardian procuring sexual activity, 
householder permitting prohibited sexual activity, luring a child, agreement or arrangement (sexual 
offences against a child) and bestiality (in presence of, or incites, a child). 

	○ Other online sexual offences, which are Criminal Code sexual offences that are not specific to children. 
These offences include non-consensual distribution of intimate images, sexual assault (levels 1, 2 and 3), 
sexual exploitation of a person with disability, bestiality (commits, compels another person), voyeurism, 
incest, and other sexual crimes. Because these offences are not specific to children, only incidents 
involving a victim aged 17 years or younger on the first known date of the incident are included in the 
analysis. 

•	 Online child pornography, which includes offences under section 163.1 of the Criminal Code that says it is 
illegal to make, distribute, possess, or access child pornography. Online child pornography refers to cyber-related 
child pornography incidents. The UCR Survey does not collect victim records for online child pornography. 

Throughout this Juristat article, the term “children” generally refers to all victims aged 17 years and younger, except when 
victim age is specified (i.e., child victims aged 0 to 11 years and youth victims aged 12 to 17 years). The term “OCSE” is 
an umbrella term capturing all in-scope violations (online sexual offences against children and online child pornography) 
that have a cybercrime component.
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Section 1: Recent trends in police-reported online child sexual exploitation 

This section uses data from the UCR Survey to explore the prevalence and nature of police-reported OCSE incidents in 
Canada in 2023. Trend data from 2014 to 2023 are also presented.

Police-reported incidents of online child sexual exploitation increased between 2022 and 2023

In 2023, there were 19,516 police-reported incidents where the cyber violation was an OCSE offence (Text box 1). This 
number translated to a rate of 262 incidents per 100,000 children and youth in Canada, up 59% from 2022 (164 incidents per 
100,000 children and youth).10 This increase was driven by a significantly higher number (+81%) of online child pornography 
incidents reported by police in 2023. Online child pornography incidents accounted for 87% of all OCSE incidents in 2023 
(Table 1). 

It is important to note that higher rates between years may reflect differences in the recognition, reporting, and investigation of 
OCSE incidents, and not necessarily higher rates of occurrence. Year-over-year differences in reporting may be influenced by 
a variety of factors, including the presence or absence of public awareness campaigns, the willingness of the public to report 
incidents to police, and the number of investigative resources among police services allocated to dedicated Internet Child 
Exploitation units.

The rest of this section presents the two OCSE categories (online sexual offences against children incidents and online child 
pornography incidents) separately. 

Online sexual offences against children

Of the 19,516 police-reported incidents of OCSE in 2023, 2,624 were classified as incidents of online sexual offences against 
children, translating to a rate of 35 incidents per 100,000 children and youth in Canada (Table 1). While there was a slight 
decrease in the rate between 2022 and 2023 (-5%)—the first decrease since 2015—the rate of online sexual offences against 
children in 2023 was 88% higher than in 2014 (Chart 1). This can be partially attributed to the increased amount of time 
children and youth spend online compared to 2014, driven by greater access to smartphones and the expansion of online 
content over the past decade (Statistics Canada, 2022). 
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The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound impact on the ways Canadians use the Internet. In the early months of the 
pandemic, many provinces and territories imposed lockdowns and social distancing mandates to slow the transmission of 
the virus. As physical spaces like schools and workplaces shifted online, large numbers of Canadians relied on the Internet 
for many aspects of everyday life—more than ever before. Social distancing restrictions significantly increased the amount of 
time children and youth spent online, putting them at increased risk of cybervictimization (Hango, 2023; Reich et al., 2012). 

The proportion of incidents classified as unfounded declined between 2017 and 2023

Before 2018, an incident was classified as “founded” in the UCR Survey if, after police investigation, it was determined that 
a crime had occurred, even if no accused had been identified (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, 2018). The definition 
of “founded” crime was updated in January 2018 to better reflect a more victim-centred approach to recording crimes: “An 
incident is founded if, after police investigation, it has been determined that the reported offence did occur or was attempted 
(even if the charged/suspect chargeable (CSC) is unknown) or there is no credible evidence to confirm that the reported 
incident did not take place. This includes third party reports that fit these criteria.” More incidents are now captured by 
police data because of this change. 
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A growing proportion of online sexual offences against children are not cleared by police 

In the UCR Survey, the clearance status of an incident refers to whether the incident was “cleared” (i.e., solved) or “not 
cleared” (i.e., unsolved) by police. For a criminal incident to be cleared—and for a charge to be laid or recommended by 
police—an accused must be identified.11

In general, as the number of police-reported online sexual offences against children has increased since 2014, so has the 
proportion of incidents not cleared by police (Chart 2). This may be partially attributed to the updated definition of founded 
crime: the number of unfounded incidents has decreased since 2018 but are instead classified as “not cleared” by police 
(i.e., due to there being insufficient evidence to proceed with laying or recommending a charge, incidents still being open and 
under investigation, or the victim or complainant declining to proceed where no accused was identified). 

While there was a small decrease in the number of incidents reported in 2023 compared to 2022, the proportion of unsolved 
incidents has continued to increase, mirroring the clearance status trends observed for most crime types in recent years 
(Conroy, 2024). 
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Police services are facing growing challenges when it comes to investigating and solving cybercrime, and online sexual 
offences against children are no exception. Cybercrime investigations are often complex; rapid advancements in technology 
have increased the availability of encrypted messaging platforms and peer-to-peer networks, making it easier for perpetrators 
to evade detection (Horan & Saiedian, 2021; Rakha, 2024; United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2015). Collecting 
digital evidence can also be challenging. Social media platforms like Snapchat—a widely-used messaging application—only 
preserve data for a limited amount of time, as images and messages are designed to disappear after being viewed. 

The Internet has also created new opportunities for perpetrators to lure, groom and exploit children and youth from across 
the world. Police services may face jurisdictional hurdles when an accused resides outside of Canada, often relying on 
cooperation from international police to conduct their investigation. 

Around one-third of online sexual offences against children were solved by police in 2023

Overall, around 3 in 10 (31%) online sexual offences against children in 2023 were cleared (i.e., solved) by police, with most 
(76%) cleared incidents resulting in a charge being laid or recommended against an accused. The proportion of incidents 
cleared by police varied across offence types, ranging from 24% of luring incidents to 83% of incidents of invitation to sexual 
touching (Table 2). This was much higher than the clearance rate for cybercrime incidents overall (e.g., cybercrime-related 
incidents of extortion, criminal harassment). In 2023, 1 in 10 (10%) cybercrime incidents were cleared by police, of which 
68% resulted in charges being laid or recommended against an accused. In 2023, 1,275 incidents of online sexual offences 
against children were classified by police as having insufficient evidence to proceed with laying or recommending a charge, 
accounting for almost half (49%) of all police-reported online sexual offences against children. 

The proportion of online sexual offences against children resulting in charges has declined 

Less than one-quarter (23%) of all police-reported online sexual offences against children in 2023 resulted in a charge being 
laid or recommended against an accused (Chart 2). The proportion of all incidents resulting in charges has generally declined 
over the past few years as the proportion of uncleared incidents has steadily increased. For example, in 2020, 61% of all 
police-reported incidents of online sexual offences against children were not cleared by police, 29% resulted in charges 
against an accused, and the remaining 10% were cleared otherwise (Chart 2). In 2023, as the proportion of uncleared 
incidents rose to 69%, less than one-quarter (23%) of all police-reported online sexual offences against children resulted 
in a charge being laid or recommended against an accused. In addition to the definitional change to “founded” crime, this 
difference may reflect the complexity of cybercrime incidents and the increasing challenges encountered by law enforcement 
as digital technologies continue to develop and evolve.

Most online sexual offences against children were reported to police the same or following day

There may be a delay between a crime occurring and it being brought to the attention of the police. For instance, younger 
children may not recognize online sexual abuse or may not know how to report it. In other scenarios, victims may not feel safe 
reporting their abuse to the authorities or may experience feelings of shame or embarrassment (Dekker et al., 2019; Zvi & 
Bitton, 2021). For the incidents of online sexual offences against children that were reported to police in 2023, slightly more 
than two-thirds (67%) were reported to police the same or following day they occurred (Table 3). A small proportion (4%) of 
incidents were reported to police more than one year after the end date of the incident. 

Most online sexual offences against children were isolated or single-day incidents

The length of an incident can be recorded in different ways, depending on the police service. For example, some police 
services may only record the incident end date, which will not capture ongoing victimization like repeat luring. This is 
particularly true for incidents that are reported to police long after they happen. 

Police-reported data from 2023 show that more than 7 in 10 (72%) incidents were isolated or single-day incidents (as opposed 
to ongoing), meaning that they were recorded by police as having started and ended on the same date (Table 3). Just over 
one in five (22%) incidents of online sexual offences against children took place over the course of a week or longer. 
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Most victims of police-reported online sexual offences were girls, youth

In general, women and girls are disproportionately more likely than men and boys to be victims of sexual violence in Canada 
(Burczycka, 2020; Conroy & Cotter, 2017; Cotter, 2021; Cotter & Savage, 2019; Perreault, 2020). In 2023, most (77%) victims 
of police-reported online sexual offences against children were girls (Table 4). More specifically, girls were more likely than 
boys to be victims of luring (81% versus 19%, respectively), non-consensual distribution of intimate images (72% versus 
28%), invitation to sexual touching (68% versus 32%) and other online sexual offences against children12 (70% versus 30%). 
While girls were much more likely than boys to be victims of these types of crime, the gap was smaller than for most other 
police-reported sexual offences, like sexual assault (Conroy, 2024).

Youth aged 12 to 17 years accounted for the large majority (82%) of victims of online sexual offences against children. This 
may be partly influenced by the greater likelihood of youth having access to the Internet and their own social media accounts 
compared to children aged 11 years and younger. The median age of victims was 14 years for both girls and boys.

Luring incidents accounted for nearly two-thirds of online sexual offences against children 

Consistent with past trends, luring—the offence of communicating with a child or youth online for the purpose of committing 
a sexual offence—accounted for nearly two-thirds (65%) of police-reported online sexual offences against children in 2023 
(Table 1). More specifically, there were 1,705 incidents of luring reported in 2023, 217 fewer than the number reported in 
2022. The rate of luring declined 12% between 2022 and 2023, from 26 to 23 incidents per 100,000 children and youth.

For luring incidents where a victim had been identified by police, the large majority (77%) of victims in 2023 were youth aged 
12 to 17 and, of these victims, 79% were girls (Table 4). The median age of victims of luring was 13 years for girls and 14 
years for boys.

In incidents where an accused was identified by police, the median age of the accused was 16 years for women and girls 
while it was 29 years for men and boys.

Incidents of non-consensual distribution of intimate images most often involved a youth accused

In 2015, the Protecting Canadians from Online Crime Act made the non-consensual distribution of intimate images (NCDII) 
a criminal offence in Canada. The self-production of intimate images, and the consensual sharing of these images, is 
considered an accepted form of sexual expression among young adults (Barroso et al., 2021; Englander, 2019; Gámez-
Guadix et al., 2022; Howard et al., 2023). However, forwarding or sharing these images beyond the intended recipient—
without consent—is a criminal offence.

This crime can have profound emotional and psychological impacts on victims, including feelings of shame, betrayal, 
embarrassment, public humiliation, low self-esteem, anger, and self-harm, including suicide (Dekker et al., 2019; Dodge 
& Spencer, 2017; Schmidt et al., 2024). Victims may also feel that they have no control over who sees or shares their 
intimate images, given the permanence of their private images on the Internet (Joleby et al., 2020; Zvi & Bitton, 2021; Said & 
McNealey, 2023).

In 2023, there were 480 police-reported incidents of NCDII involving a victim aged 17 years or younger, up from 359 incidents 
reported in 2022 (Table 1). In 2023, consistent with previous years, the vast majority (94%) of child and youth victims 
identified by police were youth aged 12 to 17 years, with a median age of 14 years for both girls and boys.13 

Almost 3 in 10 (27%) NCDII incidents were cleared by police in 2023, most (72%) of which were “cleared otherwise” (i.e., 
without the laying or recommendation of charges). This is likely because—in incidents involving a child or youth victim where 
an accused had been identified—the accused was most often a youth aged 12 to 17 years (92%).14 The Youth Criminal 
Justice Act aims to divert youth accused of a criminal offence away from the criminal justice system whenever possible. 
Often referred to as alternative measures, police can choose to issue a caution or warning or refer the accused to an 
appropriate program or agency instead of laying charges, depending on the severity of the offence (see Text box 6). Of the 92 
NCDII incidents that were cleared but did not result in charges, 7 in 10 (71%) were classified by police as being cleared via 
departmental discretion, meaning that the police service used alternative measures like a warning, a caution or a referral to a 
community-based program, instead of laying criminal charges. 
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Text box 2 
Sextortion in Canada

Sextortion—a form of image-based sexual abuse which involves a person threatening to disseminate sexually explicit 
or intimate images, messages or videos of someone without their consent for the purposes of obtaining, for example, 
additional images, sexual acts or money (Canadian Centre for Child Protection, 2022; Edwards & Hollely, 2023; Patchin 
& Hinduja, 2020; Ray & Henry, 2024; Wolak et al., 2018)—is a rapidly growing crime. The proliferation of the Internet has 
allowed offenders to target victims across the globe. 

Data compiled by Cybertip.ca—Canada’s national tipline for reporting the abuse and exploitation of children online—
show that sextortion is on the rise. Since it is estimated that most sextortion incidents are not reported to police (Ray & 
Henry, 2024; Walsh & Tener, 2022), complementary data from external sources like Cybertip.ca are essential to better 
understand the prevalence and nature of this crime. Between September 1, 2023, and August 31, 2024, Cybertip.ca 
received information about an average of seven incidents per day, totaling more than 2,600 sextortion incidents for the year 
(Canadian Centre for Child Protection, 2024).15 Increases in the number of sextortion incidents may be because of public 
awareness campaigns encouraging the reporting of sextortion incidents to Cybertip.ca (i.e., the Government of Canada’s 
Online Child Sexual Exploitation Public Awareness Campaign) and public safety initiatives focused on online safety.16 

Sextortion is not a distinct offence in the Criminal Code, therefore there is no unique violation code in the Uniform Crime 
Reporting (UCR) Survey for this type of crime. However, some information on this offence can be derived by looking 
at police-reported incidents where there was an extortion violation as well as an accompanying OCSE violation (e.g., 
child pornography offences, non-consensual distribution of intimate images, luring). All sextortion incidents presented in 
this analysis refer to cyber-related sextortion, meaning that at least one violation (i.e., the extortion violation and/or the 
OCSE-related violation) in the incident must have been flagged as a cybercrime to be considered in-scope. Despite this 
operational definition, it is possible that incidents meeting these criteria are not typical incidents of sextortion. 

It is important to note that the data presented in this text box likely underestimate the full scope of this crime. Research 
has shown that only a small proportion of sexual offences come to the attention of the police (Aguerri et al., 2023; 
Chandran et al., 2019; Cotter, 2021; Cotter & Savage, 2019), and incidents involving young victims are even less likely to 
be reported (Gerke et al., 2023). Further, while police services can report up to four violations to the UCR Survey, they are 
not mandated to report secondary violations to the UCR Survey. As such, it is possible that incidents may not be captured 
in this analysis if no secondary violation was reported by police. 

Year-over-year increase in the number of sextortion incidents reported by police

Between 2018 and 2023, there were 1,380 police-reported incidents involving victims aged 17 years and younger that 
had both an extortion violation and at least one OCSE-related violation. While the number of sextortion incidents reported 
by police has been rising since 2018—from 103 incidents in 2018 to 404 incidents in 2023—sextortion data from external 
sources like Cybertip.ca show that police-reported incidents account for a small proportion of all sextortion incidents 
involving children and youth. 

An accused was identified in less than one-quarter of sextortion incidents

Almost 8 in 10 (78%) incidents reported by police were not cleared (i.e., not solved), meaning an accused was not 
identified or there was insufficient evidence to lay or recommend a charge. Most (77%) uncleared incidents were classified 
by police as having insufficient evidence to charge an accused. Of the 22% of sextortion incidents that were cleared, most 
(75%) resulted in charges being laid or recommended. 

It should be noted that there are several challenges that make investigating and solving cybercrimes like sextortion 
difficult. Encryption software, the ability to maintain anonymity online, and the complexity of digital evidence have made it 
increasingly challenging for police to identify and locate accused persons (Woodhams et al., 2021). Further, the Internet 
has enabled people to connect with strangers all over the world, meaning an accused may not reside in Canada. The 
necessity of cooperating with international law enforcement, along with potential jurisdictional challenges, can hinder the 
speed and effectiveness of police investigations involving accused persons residing outside of Canada (Blažič & Klobučar, 
2019; Horan & Saiedian, 2021; Rakha, 2024).
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Median length of a sextortion incident was one week 

Around 7 in 10 (71%) incidents started and ended either the same day or the next day. While the median duration of an 
incident was four days, a small proportion (4%) of incidents lasted for more than a year. 

Gender gap narrower for sextortion compared to other sexual offences

Based on data from the UCR Survey, there were 190 police-reported child and youth victims of sextortion between 2018 
to 2023, of which almost all (94%) were youth aged 12 to 17 years. Although boys accounted for around one-third (35%) 
of victims, the gender gap was narrower compared to other sexual offences, where girls and women typically represent 
the vast majority of victims (Conroy, 2024; Cotter, 2021; Savage, 2024; Sutton & Burczycka, 2024).

Notably, girls represented a larger proportion of victims until age 16, but boys made up a larger proportion of victims at 
age 17 (Chart 3). Research shows that sextortion disproportionately impacts young men (Eaton et al., 2022; Henry et al., 
2019, Henry et al., 2020; Patchin & Hinduja, 2020). 

The median age of sextortion victims was 14.5 years for girls and 16 years for boys.
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Online child pornography

The second category of offences that makes up online child sexual exploitation is online child pornography—specifically, 
possessing or accessing (online) child pornography and making or distributing (online) child pornography. Under section 
163.1 of the Criminal Code, child pornography is defined as any photograph, film, video or other visual representation, as 
well as written and audio material of a person who is (or is depicted as being) less than 18 years old and is engaged in (or 
depicted as engaged in) explicit sexual activity. It is illegal to make, distribute, possess, or access child pornography. For 
more information, see Definition of child pornography.

While “child pornography” is the current term used in the Criminal Code (and the UCR Survey), “child sexual abuse material” 
(CSAM) or “child sexual exploitation material” (CSEM) are the preferred terms. The term “child pornography” suggests that 
the abuse is consensual and helps offenders justify their crimes (Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 2019). Bill C-291, which 
proposed changing “child pornography” to “online sexual abuse and exploitation material” in the Criminal Code, received royal 
assent on October 10th, 2024, so this term will be used in future analytical products. 

While there are no victims identified in child pornography incidents in the UCR Survey (see Text box 1), child pornography 
is not a victimless crime. The harmful consequences of CSAM are well-documented. Research suggests that CSAM victims 
experience prolonged levels of post-traumatic stress and anxiety from the abuse itself and from the fear that recorded images 
and videos of their abuse may be circulating online (Joleby et al., 2020; Martin et al., 2019). 

The International Survivors’ Survey—conducted by the Canadian Centre for Child Protection in 2017—collected information 
from adult survivors about their experiences of child sexual abuse which was recorded and/or distributed online. Results 
show that more than half (56%) of survivors said that their abuse began before the age of 4 years, and 87% were aged 11 
years or younger (Canadian Centre for Child Protection, 2017). 

Large increase in the number of online child pornography incidents reported in 2023

There were 16,892 incidents of online child pornography reported by police in 2023 (7,550 more than were reported in 2022), 
translating to a rate of 227 incidents per 100,000 children and youth in Canada (Table 1). The large year-over-year increase 
(+81%) in the number of reported incidents was driven largely by the number of making or distributing child pornography 
incidents almost doubling from 2022. The increase in online child pornography in 2023 was partially the result of more 
cases—current and historical—being forwarded to local police services due to increased public awareness about the topic 
and partnerships related to combatting and investigating OCSE. For more information, see the Note to readers.

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police’s National Child Exploitation Crime Centre (NCECC) is the primary point of contact in 
Canada for investigations related to the sexual exploitation of children on the Internet. In collaboration with both national and 
international policing partners, the NCECC works to identify and assist child victims of online child sexual exploitation living 
in Canada, and to identify and prosecute those responsible for these crimes. Police-reported data are also influenced by 
changes in reporting practices resulting from increased public awareness and public safety initiatives, as well as mandatory 
reporting of child sexual abuse material by Internet service providers17 (Public Safety Canada, 2022).

Incidents of making or distributing child pornography almost doubled between 2022 and 2023

As was the case in previous years, making or distributing child pornography accounted for the large majority (87%) of 
reported incidents of online child pornography in 2023, with possessing or accessing child pornography accounting for the 
remaining 13% of incidents (Table 1). The number of incidents of making or distributing child pornography almost doubled 
between 2022 and 2023, from 7,587 to 14,682 incidents, respectively (+94%).

Almost all online child pornography incidents were not cleared by police in 2023

Almost all (96%) police-reported online child pornography incidents were not cleared by police in 2023, with the vast majority 
(92%) being classified as having insufficient evidence to proceed with charges against an accused (Table 3). The widespread 
distribution of CSAM online via encrypted networks and the dark web makes it challenging for law enforcement to collect 
enough digital evidence to lay charges against an accused. 
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Text box 3 
Victim and accused geographical proximity

While the Internet enables perpetrators to target and exploit victims across the globe, thereby eliminating the geographical 
barriers that exist with contact offending, the geographical proximity between victims and accused may influence the types 
of crime committed, particularly for online child sexual exploitation. 

An internal data linkage was created to examine the geographical proximity between victims and accused persons 
in online sexual offences against children incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2022. For an incident to be 
successfully linked, an accused must have been identified by police and location information for both the victim and 
accused must have been reported. In total, there were 3,732 OCSE incidents that were successfully linked. 

Around half of victims and accused lived in the same city

There were 5,280 victims of online sexual offences against children that were successfully linked.18 Among victims of 
online sexual offences against children where residential address information was available for both the victim and 
accused, around half (48%) of victims lived in the same city (Chart 4). Of this proportion, almost 3 in 10 (29%) lived within 
the same dissemination area. 

Almost two-thirds of victims of non-consensual distribution of intimate images lived in the same city as the 
accused

Between 2014 and 2022, almost two-thirds (65%) of victims of non-consensual distribution of intimate images (NCDII) lived in 
the same city as the accused. This may be partially attributed to most (88%) linked victims of police-reported NCDII knowing 
the accused, who was most commonly a friend or casual acquaintance (58%) or a dating or intimate partner (27%).
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Text box 4 
Self-reported experiences of unwanted sexual behaviour online using data from the 2018 Survey 
of Safety in Public and Private Spaces

Research shows that factors like sex, gender, age, Indigenous identity, disability status, and sexual orientation can 
increase the risk of experiencing violence (Cotter, 2021; Cotter & Savage, 2019; Heidinger, 2022; Savage, 2021; Sutton & 
Burczycka, 2024). Some of these factors, like disability, are not collected by the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey 
but are collected by self-reported victimization surveys like the Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS). 

The 2018 SSPPS collected information on experiences and characteristics of violent victimization, as well as the 
prevalence and nature of unwanted sexual behaviours experienced while accessing public spaces, while online,19 or 
while in the workplace among people aged 15 years and older living in Canada. Despite not meeting a criminal threshold, 
unwanted comments, actions or advances may cause victims to feel unsafe online. Online spaces refer to both public (i.e., 
social media platforms) and private (i.e., text messages or private messages) spaces. Unwanted sexual behaviour online 
is made up of the following behaviours:

•	 Someone posted or distributed, or threatened to post or distribute, intimate or sexually explicit videos or images of 
you without your consent;

•	 Someone pressured you to send, share, or post sexually suggestive or explicit images or messages; and,

•	 Someone sent you sexually suggestive or explicit images or messages when you did not want to receive them.

In 2018, the most recent year for which data are available, 10% of people aged 15 years and older living in Canada 
reported experiencing at least one type of unwanted sexual behaviour online in the 12 months preceding the survey.

Almost 1 in 5 people aged 15-to-19 years old experienced unwanted sexual behaviour online 

While consensual sexting between adolescents can be a healthy expression of sexuality (Bianchi et al., 2017; Mishna et 
al., 2021), non-consensual sexting (including sending or receiving unsolicited sexual images and messages) is a form 
of online sexual harassment. In 2018, 18% of 15-to-19-year olds reported experiencing at least one type of unwanted 
sexual behaviour online in the 12 months preceding the survey. More specifically, the unwanted sexual behaviours most 
commonly experienced by this age group online were being sent unwanted sexually suggestive or explicit images or 
messages (16%) and being pressured to send, share, or post sexually suggestive or explicit images or messages (6%).20 

Young women twice as likely as young men to experience unwanted sexual behaviour online

Among 15-to-19-year olds, young women were twice as likely as young men to report experiencing at least one type of 
unwanted sexual behaviour online in the 12 months preceding the survey (25% versus 12%). 

The unwanted behaviours most commonly experienced by young women online were being sent unwanted sexually 
suggestive or explicit images or messages (23%) and being pressured into sending, sharing or posting sexually 
suggestive or explicit images (9%). These were also the most common behaviours experienced by young men (10% and 
3%, respectively). Young women (2%) and young men (2%) were equally as likely to report that someone had posted or 
distributed (or threatened to post or distribute) intimate or sexually explicit videos or images of them without their consent.

Almost two-thirds (63%) of young people who experienced at least one unwanted sexual behaviour online in the 12 
months preceding the survey said that they had taken one or more protective measures online.21 These protective 
measures include changing their username or blocking users (57%), limiting internet use or social media participation 
(22%), and shutting down or deleting their online account (11%). Regardless of whether or not they experienced unwanted 
sexual behaviour online, young women were more likely than young men to report taking at least one of these protective 
measures online in the past 12 months (39% versus 18%). 
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Young people with a disability more than twice as likely as those without a disability to report experiencing 
unwanted sexual behaviour online

Both police-reported and self-reported victimization data have consistently shown that, overall, women with disabilities 
are more likely than women without disabilities to experience other types of sexual and non-sexual victimization (Cotter, 
2021; Cotter, 2018; Cotter & Savage, 2019; Savage, 2021). The SSPPS measures disability using the Disability Screening 
Questions module, which identifies respondents who have difficulties related to one or more of the following categories: 
hearing, vision, mobility, flexibility, dexterity, learning, development, memory, pain or mental health. In 2018, around 3 in 
10 (29%) 15-to-19-year olds with a disability reported experiencing at least one type of unwanted sexual behaviour online 
in the 12 months preceding the survey. This was much higher than the proportion reported by 15-to-19-year olds without 
a disability (13%). When looking at gender, young women with a disability were much more likely than young men with a 
disability to experience at least one unwanted sexual behaviour online (35% versus 20%). 

For more detailed results from the 2018 SSPPS, see Cotter & Savage, 2019.

Section 2: Criminal justice pathways of police-reported incidents of online child sexual exploitation 

Using a data file linking police-reported data from the UCR Survey with administrative data from the Integrated Criminal Court 
Survey (ICCS), this section will examine how police-reported OCSE incidents progress through the various stages of the 
criminal justice system. The linked file allows for the examination of case characteristics and justice outcomes (i.e., charges 
laid, decisions made in relation to these charges and, where possible, sentencing outcomes) of OCSE incidents reported by 
police between 2014 and 2021 that resulted in a completed court case between 2013/2014 and 2022/2023 (see Text box 5). 

As previously noted, OCSE is not a distinct offence in the Criminal Code. In this Juristat article (and preceding articles; see 
Ibrahim, 2023; Ibrahim, 2022; Savage, 2024), OCSE consists of two distinct categories of Criminal Code offences: online 
sexual offences against children and online child pornography (see Text box 1 for a detailed list of offences in each category). 
The absence of a specific Criminal Code offence for OCSE presents challenges when comparing criminal justice outcomes 
of these incidents to the outcomes of other explicitly defined Criminal Code offences. While it may seem that offline (i.e., 
contact) child sexual exploitation offences would be the most logical comparison to OCSE, data would be limited to 2018 
incidents onwards, thereby reducing the number of linked incidents that could be analyzed. This is because, prior to 2018, 
cybercrime data collected through the UCR Survey were processed differently than non-cybercrime data (see Ibrahim, 2023 
for more information).

Like previous Juristat articles examining justice outcomes of police-reported sexual offences (Cotter, 2024; Ibrahim, 2023; 
Rotenberg, 2017), this analysis uses physical assault as a benchmark for comparison. Physical assault includes physical 
assault (levels 1, 2 and 3), unlawfully causing bodily harm, and other assaults where a victim was identified as being 17 
years of age or younger. While the focus will be on how OCSE incidents progress through the criminal justice system, any 
major differences between the two OCSE categories (online sexual offences against children and online child pornography 
incidents) will be presented throughout.
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Text box 5 
Linking police-reported data from the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey to court data from the 
Integrated Criminal Court Survey

To examine how online child sexual exploitation (OCSE) incidents progress through the criminal justice system, this 
analysis uses a data file linking police-reported data from the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey with administrative 
data from the Integrated Criminal Court Survey (ICCS). OCSE incidents reported by police between January 1, 2014, 
and December 31, 2021, where an accused person was identified by police, were considered in-scope for linkage with 
ICCS data. This included adult criminal and youth court cases that were completed between 2013/2014 and 2022/2023.22 
However, it is important to note that some incidents that did not successfully link to a completed court case may still 
be before the courts, particularly in recent years where courts were impacted by delays and closures resulting from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Around 3 in 10 (28%) OCSE incidents reported by police in 2021 (that is, incidents that were 
reported between January 1, 2021, and December 31, 2021) linked to a completed court case, compared with 42% of 
OCSE incidents reported by police in 2020 and 52% in 2019. The linked data file is continuously updated, so it is expected 
that the proportion of linked incidents will increase over time. 

Since ICCS data reflect only completed court cases, those which are still active in the court system are not captured by 
this linkage. It is also possible that incidents do not successfully link due to missing or incomplete information on one 
or more of the files. Due to the systemic factors impacting the linkage rate, the characteristics of cases included in the 
analysis could differ from cases which could not be linked successfully. Despite these limitations, however, the linked file 
allows for analysis of attrition between police and courts and attrition in terms of replacing or reducing charges, as well as 
an examination of factors associated with court case characteristics and outcomes in greater detail than would be possible 
if using the ICCS data on their own.

This analysis is based on the November 2024 version of the linked file. 

Retention and attrition of online child sexual exploitation incidents in the criminal justice system 

The gap between the number of incidents reported by police and the number of incidents resulting in a completed court case 
is referred to as “attrition” (Garside, 2004). Data from self-reported victimization surveys show that most sexual offences do 
not come to the attention of the police (Conroy & Cotter, 2017; Cotter 2021; Cotter & Savage, 2019), and research shows 
that offences involving child victims are even less likely to be reported (Aguerri et al., 2023; Chandran et al., 2019). In the 
context of attrition, the first big drop-off happens at the outset with unreported crime—that is, the incidents that do not come 
to the attention of police and never reach the criminal justice system. Incidents that are reported by police may gradually drop 
out of the justice system at various stages, starting at the clearance stage where an incident may be cleared by the laying or 
recommendation of charges, cleared otherwise (an accused was identified but no charges laid) or not cleared (no accused 
was identified in connection to the incident). 

In comparison, retention—the inverse of attrition—refers to incidents that continue to proceed through the criminal justice 
system and result in a completed court case. In this analysis, retained incidents refer to those that were reported by police 
between 2014 and 2021, and where an accused was identified, a charge was laid and the case was completed in court (i.e., 
a final decision was made) between 2013/2014 and 2022/2023.23 
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Just over one in five online child sexual exploitation incidents reported by police are solved 

There were 50,653 OCSE incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021, with 16% resulting in charges being laid or 
recommended against an accused.24 Of this proportion, slightly more than half (53%) proceeded to criminal court25 (Table 5). 
In other words, the attrition rate for OCSE incidents was high; the vast majority (92%) of incidents reported by police during 
this period (regardless of whether an accused was identified and whether they were charged) did not result in a completed 
court case. 

The highest point of attrition for OCSE incidents was at the clearance stage, with almost four out of five (77%) reported 
incidents not cleared by police (Chart 5). When an incident was cleared, around 3 in 10 (31%) were cleared otherwise (i.e., 
no charges were laid or recommended by police). When charges were laid or recommended by police, around half (47%) did 
not result in a completed court case. As mentioned, it is not possible to determine whether these cases were still before the 
courts into fiscal year 2023/2024 and beyond, or whether they had dropped out of the criminal justice system entirely. 

In comparison, police-reported incidents of physical assault were more likely to be retained and progress through the criminal 
justice system. Of all physical assault incidents involving a victim aged 17 years or younger reported by police between 2014 
and 2021, 3 in 10 (31%) were not cleared by police. The large difference in the clearance rate between the two crimes likely 
reflects the investigative challenges police face when trying to solve cybercrimes like OCSE. 

Juristat Article — Online child sexual exploitation: Criminal justice outcomes of police-reported incidents in Canada, 2014 to 2021

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-002-X18



While physical assaults were more likely than OCSE incidents to be cleared without charges, they were also more likely to be 
cleared by charge (37%, versus 16% of OCSE incidents). Physical assault incidents were also less likely to drop out at the 
court stage. When charges had been laid or recommended, the large majority (73%) resulted in a completed court case by 
the end of 2022/2023 (Table 5). 

Figure 1 presents the attrition (adjusted out of 1,000 incidents) for both OCSE and physical assault incidents to illustrate the 
differences between these crimes at various stages of the criminal justice system. 
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Of every 1,000 OCSE incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021, 844 did not result in charges being laid by police 
against an accused (either because the incident was uncleared or because it was classified as being cleared otherwise). An 
additional 73 incidents dropped out between the police and court stage (i.e., charges had been laid or recommended against 
an accused but did not result in a completed court case by the end of 2022/2023).26 Of the remaining 82 incidents, 23 went to 
court but did not result in a guilty decision.27 Of the incidents that resulted in a guilty decision, 7 did not result in a sentence of 
custody. Overall, 52 out of 1,000 police-reported OCSE incidents resulted in a guilty finding and custodial sentence (Figure 1). 

In comparison, police-reported physical assaults involving victims 17 years of age and younger were more likely than OCSE 
incidents to be retained at the police charging and court stages but were proportionately more likely to experience higher 
levels of attrition at later stages of the criminal justice process. Of every 1,000 incidents reported by police between 2014 and 
2021, 33 resulted in a finding of guilt and a custodial sentence. 

Victim and incident characteristics associated with attrition of online child sexual exploitation 

Victim and incident characteristics vary widely, and these differences can impact the decisions made at each stage of the 
criminal justice process, from charging to sentencing outcomes. The characteristics examined in this analysis are limited to 
those that are collected through the UCR Survey and to incidents that involved a single victim.

Online child sexual exploitation incidents more likely to result in charges when the victim is a girl

Both self-reported and police-reported data have consistently shown that most victims of sexual offences are women and girls 
(Burczycka, 2021; Conroy, 2024; Cotter, 2021), and this is also true for OCSE (Ibrahim, 2022; Savage, 2024). Of all OCSE 
incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021, the large majority (86%) of identified victims were girls. 

The charge rate was higher for OCSE incidents when the victim was a girl (27%, versus 22% when the victim was a boy), 
but this gap narrowed once charges had been laid. A similar proportion of incidents proceeded to court once an accused 
had been charged, regardless of victim gender (Table 5). The gap in the charge rate was more notable for physical assault 
incidents. Between 2014 and 2021, physical assault incidents with a girl victim were also more likely to result in charges 
being laid or recommended than when the victim was a boy (37% versus 28%, respectively) (Table 5). 

Child victims less likely to see charges laid against perpetrator

There was also a difference in the charge rate depending on whether the victim was a child (aged 11 years or younger) or a 
youth (aged 12 to 17 years) at the start of the incident. Research shows that crimes involving child victims are more likely to 
go unreported, often due to barriers such as the inability to recognize or report online sexual abuse (Chandran et al., 2019; 
Taylor & Gasser, 2010). That said, 16% of OCSE incidents (where a victim had been identified by police) involved a victim 
aged 11 years or younger. Of this proportion, less than 2 in 10 (18%) resulted in charges being laid or recommended—a 10 
percentage point difference from incidents involving youth victims (28%). 

Incidents with longer reporting delays generally less likely to be retained in the justice system once charges laid

Delays in reporting—that is, the difference between the end date of an incident and the date it was reported by police—were 
much more common for OCSE incidents than for physical assaults (Table 5). Specifically, three-quarters (75%) of physical 
assaults were reported the same day the incident occurred, compared to slightly more than 4 in 10 (43%) OCSE incidents.

More than half (56%) of incidents reported the same day (that resulted in charges being laid against an accused) proceeded 
to court. Other than a slight uptick for incidents reported more than one month after the incident occurred but within one year, 
incidents with longer reporting delays were generally less likely to proceed to court once charges had been laid. This finding 
is aligned with what is observed for other sexual offences (Cotter, 2024). 
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Higher attrition for online child pornography at the police clearance stage

Some OCSE offences were less likely to result in charges and proceed to court than others (Chart 6). The large majority 
(85%) of online child pornography incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021 were not solved (i.e., an accused had 
not been identified), compared to 56% of incidents of online sexual offences against children. When an incident was solved 
(i.e., an accused had been identified), the charge rate was higher for online sexual offences against children incidents (74%, 
versus 64% of online child pornography incidents). Once charges were laid or recommended against an accused, the same 
proportion of online sexual offences against children (53%) and online child pornography (53%) incidents proceeded to court 
(Table 6). 

A high proportion of NCDII incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021 dropped out at the charging stage, with 7 
in 10 (71%) solved incidents being cleared without the laying or recommendation of charges (i.e., an accused was identified 
but no charges were laid). This is likely because the large majority (90%) of persons accused of this offence between 2014 
and 2021 were youth aged 12 to 17 years. In Canada, youth accused of committing less serious criminal offences may be 
diverted from the formal court system as per the Youth Criminal Justice Act (see Text box 6). 
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Women and girls accused of online child sexual exploitation more likely to drop out of the justice system

Accounting for a small minority (10%) of all persons accused in online child sexual exploitation incidents, women and girls 
were much more likely than men and boys to drop out at the police charging stage. Of all police-reported OCSE incidents 
involving a woman or girl accused, around one in four (22%) resulted in charges being laid or recommended, compared to 
around 7 in 10 (69%) incidents involving a man or boy accused (Table 5). 

Most cases linked to police-reported online child sexual exploitation incidents retained at least one online child 
sexual exploitation charge once in court

A court case can involve multiple charges if multiple violations of the Criminal Code were committed during one or more 
incidents. Between 2013/2014 and 2022/2023, there were 15,497 completed court charges (as part of 3,213 court cases) that 
linked to 4,170 OCSE incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021. Of these charges, 12,479 (81%) were for OCSE 
offences, most commonly online child pornography (46% of all charges). The most common non-OCSE charges were for 
administration of justice violations (i.e., breach of probation, failure to appear, failure to comply with order), accounting for 5% 
of all charges. 

Not all linked charges or cases processed in court reflect the initial charge laid by police. For example, charges can be 
downgraded to a lesser charge through plea bargaining, whereby the Crown may withdraw a more serious charge against 
an accused in exchange for a guilty plea on a less serious charge.28 Similarly, charges may also be upgraded by the Crown if 
more information about the case is available after the police have completed their investigation. 

When looking at OCSE attrition and retention rates, all police-reported OCSE incidents are included in the analysis, 
irrespective of whether the charge initially laid by police changed to a different charge once in court. However, any analysis 
of court outcomes and sentences are limited to OCSE cases where at least one OCSE charge was retained in the court 
process. It is important to note that the OCSE charge was not necessarily the most serious offence in the case and, as 
such, outcomes and sentencing decisions may reflect a different charge within the same court case.29 There were 12,479 
completed court charges where at least one OCSE charge was retained in the case30 as part of 3,100 completed court cases 
(Table 7). The rest of the analysis is based on these completed court cases where at least one OCSE charge was retained in 
the case. 

Almost 9 in 10 (87%) court cases were completed in adult criminal court, with the remainder completed in youth court. There 
are some important differences between adult criminal court and youth court in terms of decision and sentencing outcomes. 
As such, the following analysis will focus on adult criminal court cases. For information on cases completed in youth court, 
see Text box 6. 

Three in four online child sexual exploitation cases completed in adult criminal court resulted in a guilty decision

While a smaller proportion of OCSE incidents led to charges and, subsequently, went to court, OCSE cases were more likely 
than physical assault cases to result in a guilty decision for any charge in the case (Chart 7). 

Between 2014 and 2022, almost three-quarters (72%) of adult criminal court cases linked to police-reported incidents 
of OCSE resulted in a guilty decision for the most serious offence31 in the case (Table 7; Chart 7). An additional one-
quarter (25%) of cases were stayed, withdrawn, dismissed, or discharged, and the remaining 2% resulted in acquittals. In 
comparison, slightly more than half (52%) of completed adult criminal court cases linked to police-reported physical assault 
incidents (where a physical assault charge was retained) resulted in a guilty decision for the most serious offence in the case, 
with an additional 42% being stayed, withdrawn, dismissed, or discharged and 5% acquitted. 

When looking at the specific types of OCSE cases that linked to a completed adult criminal court case, online child 
pornography incidents were slightly more likely than online sexual offences against children incidents to result in a guilty 
decision (74% versus 70%) (Table 9). 
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Case decisions similar regardless of victim gender and age

Once in court, victim characteristics were not associated with case decisions in adult criminal court (Table 10). A similar 
proportion of OCSE cases resulted in a guilty decision regardless of whether the victim was a girl (72%) or a boy (70%) and a 
child (69%) or a youth (72%). 
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Online child sexual exploitation incidents far more likely to result in a custodial sentence than physical assaults

Once a person is found guilty of one or more charges, they are sentenced (e.g., sentenced to custody or probation, or given 
a fine).32 Between 2014 and 2022, the large majority (88%) of adult criminal court cases that had at least one OCSE charge 
retained that resulted in a guilty decision for the most serious offence in the case were sentenced to custody33 (Table 7; Chart 
8). This was much larger than the proportion of individuals sentenced to custody after being found guilty of physical assault 
(24%). The most common outcome for incidents of physical assault that proceeded to court and resulted in a guilty finding 
was probation (59%) (Table 9). 

When a guilty decision had been reached for the most serious offence in the case, adult criminal court cases linked to police-
reported OCSE incidents involving a girl victim (84%) more often resulted in a custodial sentence than those involving a boy 
victim (79%) (Table 10). 
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Text box 6 
Criminal justice outcomes for youth accused of online child sexual exploitation

The Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA) (2003) is the federal law that governs Canada’s youth justice system and applies 
to youth aged 12 to 17 who have committed, or are alleged to have committed, a criminal offence. It has long been 
recognized that young people lack the maturity of adults, and so youth accused of committing a crime should be handled 
differently by the criminal justice system (Howell et al., 2013). 

Providing more age-appropriate responses to youth crime, the YCJA aims to hold youth accountable in ways that are fair 
and proportionate to the seriousness of their offence while promoting rehabilitation and reintegration. As a result, the YCJA 
diverts youth accused of less serious offences from the formal justice system using extrajudicial measures (e.g., a police-
issued warning or caution, a referral to a community program, etc.) when possible. Those cases that were not diverted are 
adjudicated in youth courts. 

If found guilty of a criminal offence, the youth is sentenced by a youth court judge. While the YCJA outlines specific 
sentencing provisions for youth, the court has the power to impose an adult sentence for very serious offences. In these 
situations, the mandatory minimum penalties and sentences outlined in the Criminal Code can be applied to a young 
offender. In Canada, children under the age of 12 years cannot be held criminally responsible. 

Almost one-third (31%) of persons accused of incidents of online child sexual exploitation (OCSE) reported by police 
between 2014 and 2021 were youth between the ages of 12 and 17 years. Slightly more than one-quarter (28%) of OCSE 
incidents involving a youth accused had charges laid or recommended by police and, of this proportion, just under half 
(48%) went to court (Table 5). Once in youth court, 7 in 10 (70%) OCSE cases with at least one OCSE charge retained 
resulted in a guilty decision for the most serious offence in the case (Table 7). This proportion likely reflects the most 
serious cases, since less serious cases involving youth accused are often diverted from the court system under the YCJA. 

When there was a guilty decision for the most serious offence in the case, probation was the most serious sentence for 
two-thirds (66%) of youth court cases. A small (4%) proportion of youth court cases resulted in a sentence of custody and 
supervision (including conditional supervision).
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Summary

The first section of this Juristat article presents a detailed overview of online child sexual exploitation (OCSE) incidents 
reported by police services in Canada to the Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey in 2023. 

There were 19,516 OCSE incidents reported by police in 2023, translating to a rate of 262 incidents per 100,000 children 
and youth in Canada—a 59% increase from the rate reported by police in 2022. This year-over-year increase was driven by 
a large increase (+7,550) in the number of online child pornography incidents reported in 2023. Online child pornography 
incidents accounted for 87% of all OCSE incidents in 2023. The remaining 13% of OCSE incidents were online sexual 
offences against children (e.g., luring, non-consensual distribution of intimate images, invitation to sexual touching). 

It is important to highlight that increases in the number of incidents reported by police between years may not necessarily 
reflect an actual increase in this type of crime. Reporting practices can be influenced by the presence or absence of public 
awareness campaigns, the willingness of the public to report incidents to police, and the number of investigative resources 
allocated to Internet child exploitation units across Canada. 

Once an OCSE incident has been reported, police services must identify an accused and obtain enough evidence to 
proceed with laying or recommending charges. Investigating and solving cybercrime can be challenging due to continuous 
advancements in digital technologies. Perpetrators can target children and youth across the world while remaining completely 
anonymous and untraceable. Around 3 in 10 (31%) police-reported incidents of online sexual offences against children were 
cleared (i.e., solved) in 2023. Once cleared, three-quarters (76%) of these incidents resulted in charges against an accused. 

The second section of this Juristat article examines how police-reported OCSE incidents progress through the Canadian 
criminal justice system using a data file linking police-reported data from the UCR Survey with administrative data from the 
Integrated Criminal Court Survey (ICCS). OCSE incidents reported by police between January 1, 2014, and December 31, 
2021, where an accused person was identified by police, were considered in-scope for linkage with ICCS data. This included 
adult criminal and youth court cases that were completed between 2013/2014 and 2022/2023.

Not all criminal incidents reported by police continue to court and result in a guilty decision against an accused, a 
phenomenon known as attrition. Of all OCSE incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021, 92% did not result in a 
completed court case before the end of 2022/2023. It is not possible to determine whether all these incidents dropped out of 
the criminal justice system, or whether some were still before the courts into fiscal year 2023/2024 and beyond. Most OCSE 
incidents did not make it past the police clearance stage: four out of five (77%) incidents reported during the reference period 
were not cleared by police. Attrition can also happen at the charging stage (i.e., an incident was cleared but no charges were 
laid) and during the court process. 

Once in court, 72% of adult criminal court cases linked to a police-reported OCSE incident (where at least one OCSE charge 
was retained) resulted in a guilty decision for the most serious offence in the case. Of these, a custodial sentence was the 
most serious sentence in 88% of cases. In comparison, slightly more than half (52%) of adult criminal court cases linked to 
police-reported physical assault resulted in a guilty decision for the most serious offence in the case. Of this proportion, a 
custodial sentence was the most serious sentence in 24% of cases. 

Note to readers

Because of the complexity of cyber incidents, these data likely reflect the number of active or closed investigations for 
the year rather than the total number of incidents reported by police. Data are based on police-reported incidents that are 
recorded in police services’ records management systems.

Like with all crime, incidents of child pornography are subject to changes in the occurrence of incidents, as well as public 
awareness and policing practices. A variety of public safety initiatives at all levels of government, along with increased public 
awareness and changes in policies and technologies available to social media companies have contributed to increases in 
reports of child pornography incidents to police. As public awareness continues to increase, police services are reporting 
increases in recent and historical incidents which may also impact annual reporting of these criminal violations.
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Notes

1. The Canadian Health Survey on Children and Youth covers the population aged 1 to 21 as of January 31, 2023, living 
in the ten provinces. Excluded from the survey’s coverage are children and youth living on First Nation reserves and other 
Indigenous settlements in the provinces, children and youth living in foster homes and the institutionalized population.

2. While “child pornography” is the current term used in the Criminal Code (and the UCR Survey), “child sexual abuse 
material” (CSAM) is the preferred term.

3. As part of Canada’s National Strategy for the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation on the Internet, Public Safety 
Canada provides funding to enhance capacity for seven provincial and municipal Internet child exploitation units. These units 
are integral in the investigation and prosecution of online child sexual exploitation cases, and in rescuing child victims. 

4. Public Safety Canada actively engages with international partners on online child sexual exploitation. These international 
partners include the Five Country Ministerial (FCM), the G7, WeProtect Global Alliance and the Virtual Global Taskforce. 

5. Cybertip.ca, operated by the Canadian Centre for Child Protection, is Canada’s national online tipline for reporting online 
sexual exploitation of children, including internet luring, child abuse, child prostitution and sex tourism. While Cybertip.ca does 
not investigate crimes, it is a resource centre for the community and helps law enforcement investigate and prosecute those 
who use the internet to victimize children. For more information: see Cybertip.ca. 

6. The present Juristat article builds upon an earlier article (Ibrahim, 2023). There are some important methodological 
differences between the two reports, so direct comparisons of data points are not recommended. 

7. Nationally representative cybercrime data in the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey first became available in 2014. 
The UCR Survey collected information related to online crime using a cybercrime flag prior to 2014 as a pilot project involving 
select police services but was rolled out to most police services beginning in 2014. 

8. Because of the complexity of cyber incidents, these data likely reflect the number of active or closed investigations for 
the year rather than the total number of incidents reported by police. Data are based on police-reported incidents that are 
recorded in police services’ records management systems.

9. Between 2014 and 2023, the cyber violation was not the most serious violation in 2% of incidents of online child sexual 
exploitation.

10. Victim age reflects the age of the victim at the start of the incident. 

11. Incidents that are cleared (i.e., solved) can be cleared by charge (where a charge was laid or recommended against an 
accused in relation to any violation on the incident) or cleared otherwise. Charges can also be recommended by police but 
declined by the Crown in provinces that require Crown charge approval (i.e., Quebec, British Columbia and New Brunswick) 
or in other provinces and territories where an incident involves a recommendation to the Crown. Cleared otherwise applies 
when, for example, the victim or complainant requests that no further action be taken, the incident has been cleared by 
another agency, the accused person has already been sentenced or charged in another incident, or charges were not laid or 
recommended as a matter of departmental discretion or for reasons beyond the control of the department.

12. Includes all other online sexual offences against children. 

13. Of all non-consensual distribution of intimate images incidents reported by police in 2023, 4 in 10 (40%) victims identified 
by police were aged 17 years or younger. 

14. Of all non-consensual distribution of intimate images incidents reported in 2023 (including incidents involving victims aged 
18 years and older), half (50%) of accused identified by police were youth aged 12 to 17 years. 

15. For more information regarding Cybertip.ca sextortion data, see: Online harms: sextortion

16. See Government of Canada awareness campaign that addresses the growing risk of online child sexual exploitation for 
more information. 
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17. The 2011 Act respecting the mandatory reporting of Internet child pornography by persons who provide an Internet 
service requires persons or entities providing Internet services to the public to report known or suspected incidents of child 
pornography. It is also mandatory for companies based in the United States to report child sexual abuse material via the 
National Centre for Missing and Exploited Children. If the victim is identified as a child or youth living in Canada, the child 
sexual abuse material is forwarded to the RCMP’s National Child Exploitation Crime Centre. 

18. Includes victims where the cyber violation on the incident matched the most serious violation against the victim. 

19. Includes experiences encountered while using a smartphone or cellphone. 

20. The sum of the categories may not equal the total because some respondents may have experienced more than one type 
of unwanted sexual behaviour. 

21. Protective measures taken online may not be the direct result of experiencing unwanted sexual behaviour. 

22. Integrated Criminal Court Survey data for Quebec for 2021/2022 and 2022/2023 was not submitted at the time of this 
article.

23. In order to be linked, incidents of online child sexual exploitation in the most recent years (i.e., reported by police in 2020 
and 2021) must have led to a court case that was completed by March 31, 2023. Cases still in progress after this date are not 
counted because they had not yet been completed by the cut-off date. 

24. In most provinces and territories, police lay charges against an accused person. In some provinces (New Brunswick, 
Quebec, and British Columbia) or for some offences, a process is in place where police recommend charges to the Crown, 
who then decides whether to proceed. In this article, any reference to “charges laid” or “charge rate” includes charges that 
are recommended but not necessarily laid by police. It is not possible to distinguish between “charges laid” and “charges 
recommended” using data from the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  

25. Proceeded to court means that the incident was successfully linked to a court case that was completed between 
2013/2014 and 2022/2023. The court case to which the incident was linked did not necessarily retain a specific charge for 
an online child sexual exploitation violation, once heard in court. The term “did not proceed to court” is the residual of all 
incidents where charges were laid or recommended, after subtracting those that were linked to a completed court case.

26. Reflects the number of incidents with charges laid that did not link to a completed court case by the end of fiscal year 
2022/2023 (March 31, 2023). 

27. This adjusted number reflects linked cases completed in adult criminal court that did not have a guilty decision for the 
most serious offence in the case. A guilty decision includes a finding of guilt imposed by the court, as well as guilty pleas, and 
cases where an absolute or conditional discharge has been imposed. 

28. Charges can also be downgraded when going to court in a jurisdiction without pre-charge screening. Pre-charge 
screening is a formal process whereby a Crown prosecutor (as opposed to police) determines whether a criminal charge is 
laid and proceeds to court. 

29. A case that has more than one charge is represented by the charge with the “most serious offence” (MSO). The MSO 
is selected using the following rules. First, court decisions are considered and the charge with the “most serious decision” 
(MSD) is selected. Court decisions for each charge in a case are ranked from most to least serious as follows: (1) guilty, 
(2) guilty of a lesser offence, (3) acquitted, (4) stay of proceeding, (5) withdrawn, dismissed or discharged, (6) not criminally 
responsible, (7) other, and (8) transfer of court jurisdiction. Second, in cases where two or more charges result in the same 
MSD (e.g., guilty), Criminal Code sentences are considered. The charge with the most serious offence type is selected 
according to an offence seriousness scale, based on actual sentences handed down by courts in Canada. 

30. Almost all (96%) completed court cases linked to police-reported online child sexual exploitation (OCSE) incidents had 
at least one OCSE charge retained in the court process. The remaining 4% of cases did not have at least one OCSE charge 
retained. 
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31. An online child sexual exploitation (OCSE) charge was the most serious offence in 94% of all completed adult criminal 
court cases linked to a police-reported incident of OCSE. The most serious offence is selected using the following rules. 
First, court decisions are considered and the charge with the “most serious decision” (MSD) is selected. Court decisions for 
each charge in a case are ranked from most to least serious as follows: 1) guilty, 2) guilty of a lesser offence, 3) acquitted, 4) 
stay of proceeding, 5) withdrawn, dismissed and discharged, 6) not criminally responsible, 7) other, and 8) transfer of court 
jurisdiction. Second, in cases where two or more charges result in the same MSD (e.g., guilty), Criminal Code sentences 
are considered. The charge with the MSO type is selected according to an offence seriousness scale, based on actual 
sentences handed down by courts in Canada. Each offence type is ranked by looking at (a) the proportion of guilty charges 
where custody was imposed and (b) the average (mean) length of custody for the specific type of offence. These values 
are multiplied together to arrive at the final seriousness ranking for each type of offence. If, after looking at the offence 
seriousness scale, two or more charges remain tied then information about the sentence type and duration of the sentence 
are considered (e.g., custody and length of custody, then probation and length of probation, etc.).

32. In the Integrated Criminal Court Survey, a guilty decision includes discharges (conditional or absolute) where the accused 
may not receive a sentence. 

33. Information on sentencing reflects the most serious sentence handed down by the courts for the most serious offence 
in the case which resulted in a guilty decision. There can be multiple sentences related to the same case (e.g., a sentence 
of custody followed by a period of probation). While this does not impact information on sentences of custody—which are 
always the most serious sentence according to the Integrated Criminal Court Survey—it means that percentages for other 
types of sentences which are considered to be less serious may be underestimated in this analysis.
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Detailed data tables

Table 1 
Police-reported online child sexual exploitation incidents, by type of offence and year, Canada, 2014 to 2023

Year

Total online 
child sexual 
exploitation3

Online sexual offences against children1 Online child pornography2

Total online 
sexual 

offences 
against 

children
Luring  
a child

Non-consensual 
distribution of 

intimate images4

Invitation 
to sexual 
touching

Other online 
sexual  

offences 
against 

children5

Total  
online child 

pornography

Possessing or 
accessing child 

pornography

Making or 
distributing child 

pornography
number

2014 3,110 1,144 932 .. 160 52 1,966 1,966 ..
2015 3,672 1,066 851 33 109 73 2,606 1,756 850
2016 5,576 1,412 1,081 115 77 139 4,164 1,278 2,886
2017 5,482 1,573 1,087 211 101 174 3,909 1,041 2,868
2018 5,493 1,759 1,226 206 104 223 3,734 621 3,113
2019 7,479 2,104 1,394 323 121 266 5,375 1,133 4,242
2020 9,875 2,378 1,724 264 143 247 7,497 1,598 5,899
2021 9,966 2,532 1,798 280 157 297 7,434 1,903 5,531
2022 12,076 2,734 1,922 359 168 285 9,342 1,755 7,587
2023 19,516 2,624 1,705 480 154 285 16,892 2,210 14,682
Total 82,245 19,326 13,720 2,271 1,294 2,041 62,919 15,261 47,658
.. not applicable for reference period
1. Includes online sexual violations against children and other online sexual offences where a victim was identified as being aged 17 years or younger at the start of the 
incident. 
2. Includes offences under section 163.1 of the Criminal Code which makes it illegal to make, distribute, possess or access child pornography. All child pornography 
incidents must have had a cyber-related component. 
3. Includes online sexual offences against children and online child pornography. For the purpose of this Juristat article, “children” refers to victims aged 17 years and 
younger unless specified otherwise. 
4. Non-consensual distribution of intimate images became a Criminal Code (s. 162.1(1)) offence in 2015 under the Protecting Canadians from Online Crime Act.
5. The category other online sexual offences against children is a catch all category that encompasses all other sexual violations against children (excluding online child 
pornography) which were facilitated by, or involved the use of, technology. 
Note: An incident is considered to be an online incident if it was flagged as a cybercrime. An incident is flagged as a cybercrime when the crime targets information and 
communication technology (ICT), or when the crime used ICT to commit the offence. ICT includes, but is not limited to, the Internet, computers, servers, digital technology, 
digital telecommunications devices, phones and networks. Crimes committed over text and through messages using social media platforms are also considered cybercrime 
activity. Prior to 2020, the number of cybercrimes is an undercount as some police services were unable to report the cybercrime indicator for all years. The data exclude 
the Quebec City Police in 2014 and 2015, the municipal police service of Calgary from 2014 to 2016, the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) from 2014 to 2017, both the Saint 
John Police Force and the Canadian Forces Military Police from 2014 to 2019 and Dryden, a detachment of the OPP in 2022. Counts are based on the cyber violation 
which may not be the most serious violation in the incident. Between 2014 and 2023, the cyber violation was not the most serious violation in 2% of online child sexual 
exploitation incidents. Includes a small proportion of incidents where victim age had to be recoded. For some incidents, the victim was 17 years or younger when the 
victimization began, but was an adult when the victimization ended. As such, the victim age in these incidents was recoded to the age when the victimization began. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 2 
Police-reported online sexual offences against children, by incident clearance status, Canada, 2023

Incident clearance status

Total online sexual 
offences against 

children1 Luring a child

Non-consensual 
distribution of 

intimate images
Invitation to sexual 

touching

Other online 
sexual offences 
against children2

number percent number percent number percent number percent number percent

Total 2,624 100 1,705 100 480 100 154 100 285 100
Not cleared 1,817 69 1,297 76 352 73 26 17 142 50

Not cleared3 33 2 31 2 0 0 0 0 2 1
Open, still under investigation 256 14 183 14 43 12 5 19 25 18
Insufficient evidence to proceed 1,275 70 953 73 218 62 15 58 89 63
Victim or complainant declined to proceed 

(no accused identified) 253 14 130 10 91 26 6 23 26 18
Cleared 807 31 408 24 128 27 128 83 143 50

Cleared by charge 611 76 326 80 36 28 126 98 123 86
Cleared otherwise 196 24 82 20 92 72 2 2 20 14

0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
1. For the purpose of this Juristat article, “children” refers to victims aged 17 years and younger. 
2. The category other online sexual offences against children is a catch all category that encompasses all other sexual violations against children (excluding child 
pornography) which were facilitated by, or involved the use of, technology. 
3. Unsolved incidents were previously classified simply as “not cleared.” In 2018, more detailed options were added to better reflect the reasons why incidents may remain 
uncleared. 
Note: An incident is considered to be an online incident if it was flagged as a cybercrime. An incident is flagged as a cybercrime when the crime targets information and 
communication technology (ICT), or when the crime used ICT to commit the offence. ICT includes, but is not limited to, the Internet, computers, servers, digital technology, 
digital telecommunications devices, phones and networks. Crimes committed over text and through messages using social media platforms are also considered 
cybercrime activity. Counts are based on the cyber violation which may not be the most serious violation in the incident. In 2023, the cyber violation was the most serious 
violation for 99% of online child sexual exploitation incidents. The data exclude Saint John Police Force. Includes a small proportion of incidents where victim age had to 
be recoded. For some incidents, the victim was 17 years or younger when the victimization began, but was an adult when the victimization ended. As such, the victim age 
in these incidents was recoded to the age when the victimization began. Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 3 
Police-reported online child sexual exploitation, by offence type and incident characteristic, Canada, 2023

Incident characteristic

Total online 
child sexual 
exploitation3

Online sexual offences against children1 Online child pornography2

Total 
online 
sexual 

offences 
against 

children
Luring  
a child

Non-
consensual 
distribution 
of intimate 

images

Invitation 
to sexual 
touching

Other  
online sexual 

offences 
against 

children4

Total  
online child 

pornography

Possessing  
or accessing 

child 
pornography

Making or 
distributing 

child 
pornography

number

Total 19,516 2,624 1,705 480 154 285 16,892 2,210 14,682
Clearance status

Cleared 1,542 807 408 128 128 143 735 303 432
Cleared by charge 1,073 611 326 36 126 123 462 210 252
Cleared otherwise5 469 196 82 92 2 20 273 93 180

Not cleared 17,974 1,817 1,297 352 26 142 16,157 1,907 14,250
Not cleared6 49 33 31 0 0 2 16 5 11
Open/Still under 

investigation 1,455 256 183 43 5 25 1,199 625 574
Insufficient evidence to 

proceed 16,150 1,275 953 218 15 89 14,875 1,258 13,617
Victim or complainant 

declined to proceed (no 
accused identified) 320 253 130 91 6 26 67 19 48

Number of violations 
Multiple violations 13,377 874 435 141 130 168 12,503 34 12,469
Single violation 6,139 1,750 1,270 339 24 117 4,389 2,176 2,213

Length of incident
Isolated or single-day 

incident7 17,832 1,897 1,248 380 88 181 15,935 2,012 13,923
2 to 7 days 240 139 86 29 11 13 101 31 70

8 to 30 days 263 168 110 24 12 22 95 37 58
31 to 365 days 993 317 201 38 32 46 676 96 580
More than 365 days 188 103 60 9 11 23 85 34 51
Median duration in days8 125 51 48 28 75 77 364 83 364

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 3 
Police-reported online child sexual exploitation, by offence type and incident characteristic, Canada, 2023

Incident characteristic

Total online 
child sexual 
exploitation3

Online sexual offences against children1 Online child pornography2

Total 
online 
sexual 

offences 
against 

children
Luring  
a child

Non-
consensual 
distribution 
of intimate 

images

Invitation 
to sexual 
touching

Other  
online sexual 

offences 
against 

children4

Total  
online child 

pornography

Possessing  
or accessing 

child 
pornography

Making or 
distributing 

child 
pornography

number

Delay in reporting to police
Reported same or next day 14,642 1,717 1,097 363 92 165 12,925 1,337 11,588

Reported same day as 
incident 14,193 1,528 981 321 82 144 12,665 1,261 11,404

Reported day after 
incident 449 189 116 42 10 21 260 76 184

Reported 2 to 7 days after 
incident 682 262 178 38 14 32 420 86 334

Reported 8 to 30 days after 
incident 917 195 125 35 10 25 722 214 508

Reported 31 to 365 days 
after incident 2,148 297 208 28 23 38 1,851 447 1,404

Reported more than one 
year after incident 995 107 72 8 11 16 888 93 795

Unknown9 132 46 25 8 4 9 86 33 53
Median reporting delay in 

days10 44 13 14 7 29 18 47 41 50
0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
1. Includes online sexual violations against children and other online sexual offences where a victim was identified as being aged 17 years or younger at the start of the 
incident. 
2. Includes offences under section 163.1 of the Criminal Code which makes it illegal to make, distribute, possess or access child pornography. All child pornography 
incidents must have had a cyber-related component. There are no victim files for online child pornography incidents. 
3. Includes online sexual offences against children and child pornography. For the purpose of this Juristat article, “children” refers to victims aged 17 years and younger 
unless specified otherwise. 
4. The category other online sexual offences against children is a catch all category that encompasses all other sexual violations against children (excluding online child 
pornography) which were facilitated by, or involved the use of, technology. 
5. Cleared otherwise means that an incident was cleared by police but no charges were laid against an accused for various reasons. For example, the accused was 
diverted into a formal diversionary program,  the victim or complainant requested that no further action be taken (where an accused had been identified), for reasons 
beyond the control of the department, etc. 
6. Prior to 2018, unsolved incidents were classified simply as “not cleared.” In 2018, more detailed options were added to better reflect the reasons why an incident may 
remain uncleared. 
7. Includes incidents that had the same start and end date, as well as incidents that had no start date. 
8. Excludes isolated incidents.
9. Includes incidents that were reported before the recorded end date. 
10. Excludes incidents that were reported the same day the incident occurred and incidents that were reported before the recorded end date.
Note: An incident is considered to be an online incident if it was flagged as a cybercrime. An incident is flagged as a cybercrime when the crime targets information and 
communication technology (ICT), or when the crime used ICT to commit the offence. ICT includes, but is not limited to, the Internet, computers, servers, digital technology, 
digital telecommunications devices, phones and networks. Crimes committed over text and through messages using social media platforms are also considered 
cybercrime activity. The data exclude the Quebec City Police in 2014 and 2015, the municipal police service of Calgary from 2014 to 2016, the Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) from 2014 to 2017, both the Saint John Police Force and the Canadian Forces Military Police from 2014 to 2019 and Dryden, a detachment of the OPP in 2022. 
Counts are based on the cyber violation which may not be the most serious violation in the incident. In 2023, the cyber violation was the most serious violation for 99% of 
online child sexual exploitation incidents.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 

Juristat Article — Online child sexual exploitation: Criminal justice outcomes of police-reported incidents in Canada, 2014 to 2021

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-002-X36



Table 4 
Police-reported online sexual offences against children, by type of offence and victim characteristics, Canada, 2023

Victim characteristics

Total online 
sexual offences 
against children1 Luring a child

Non-consensual 
distribution of 

intimate images
Invitation to 

sexual touching

Other online 
sexual offences 
against children2

number percent number percent number percent number percent number percent

Total 1,801 100 1,071 100 481 100 50 100 199 100
Girls 1,381 77 864 81 344 72 34 68 139 70
Boys 420 23 207 19 137 28 16 32 60 30

Children (aged 11 years and younger) 326 100 242 100 28 100 12 100 44 100
Girls 268 82 212 88 19 68 7 58 30 68
Boys 58 18 30 12 9 32 5 42 14 32

Youth (aged 12 to 17 years) 1,475 100 829 100 453 100 38 100 155 100
Girls 1,113 75 652 79 325 72 27 71 109 70
Boys 362 25 177 21 128 28 11 29 46 30

1. Includes online sexual violations against children and other online sexual offences where a victim was identified as being aged 17 years or younger at the start of the 
incident. 
2. The category other online sexual offences against children is a catch all category that encompasses all sexual violations against children (excluding online child 
pornography) which were facilitated by, or involved the use of, technology. 
Note: An incident is considered to be an online incident if it was flagged as a cybercrime. An incident is flagged as a cybercrime when the crime targets information 
and communication technology (ICT), or when the crime used ICT to commit the offence. ICT includes, but is not limited to, the Internet, computers, servers, digital 
technology, digital telecommunications devices, phones and networks. Crimes committed over text and through messages using social media platforms are also 
considered cybercrime activity. Calculations are based on victim records, where the most serious violation against the victim was identified as the cyber violation. For 
some incidents, the victim was 17 years or younger when the victimization began, but was an adult when the victimization ended. As such, the victim age in these 
incidents was recoded to the age when the victimization began. The data exclude the Quebec City Police in 2014 and 2015, the municipal police service of Calgary from 
2014 to 2016, the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) from 2014 to 2017, both the Saint John Police Force and the Canadian Forces Military Police from 2014 to 2019 and 
Dryden, a detachment of the OPP in 2022. Percent calculations exclude incidents where victim gender or victim age was unknown. Percentages may not total 100% due 
to rounding. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 5 
Characteristics of police-reported incidents of online child sexual exploitation and physical assault, by clearance and 
court outcomes, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Incident, victim or accused characteristic

Online child sexual exploitation1 Physical assault2

Incidents
Charges laid or 
recommended

Went 
to 

court3

Did not 
go to 

court3 Incidents
Charges laid or 
recommended

Went 
to 

court3

Did not 
go to 

court3

number number percent percent number number percent percent

Total incidents4 50,653 8,030 16 53 47 205,482 76,104 37 73 27
Incident characteristics
Violation

Luring 10,093 2,773 27 49 51 ... ... ... ... ...
Non-consensual distribution of intimate images 1,432 191 13 65 35 ... ... ... ... ...
Invitation to sexual touching 972 792 81 60 40 ... ... ... ... ...
Other online sexual offences against children 1,471 744 51 58 42 ... ... ... ... ...
Possessing or accessing child pornography 11,296 1,834 16 58 42 ... ... ... ... ...
Making or distributing child pornography 25,389 1,696 7 47 53 ... ... ... ... ...

Delay in reporting to police5

Reported same or next day 23,417 3,669 16 56 44 170,843 64,200 38 75 25
Reported same day as incident 21,677 3,290 15 56 44 153,434 58,551 38 75 25
Reported next day after incident 1,740 379 22 56 44 17,409 5,649 32 72 28

Reported 2 to 7 days after incident 3,103 668 22 53 47 17,982 5,770 32 67 33
Reported 8 to 30 days after incident 4,974 868 17 54 46 7,462 2,513 34 58 42
Reported 31 to 365 days after incident 17,088 1,944 11 47 53 5,752 2,293 40 52 48
Reported more than one year after incident 1,469 487 33 42 58 2,188 758 35 48 52
Unknown 602 394 65 59 41 1,255 570 45 70 30

Victim characteristics6

Gender of victim7

Victim was a girl 6,774 1,818 27 47 53 73,280 26,859 37 72 28
Victim was a boy 1,143 252 22 44 56 92,811 25,726 28 72 28

Age group of victim8

Victim was a child (aged 0 to 11 years) 1,269 233 18 37 63 44,804 10,489 23 58 42
Victim was a youth (aged 12 to 17 years) 6,662 1,839 28 48 52 121,815 42,173 35 76 24

Accused–victim relationship
Family (parent, sibling, other family)9 646 227 35 51 49 53,393 16,765 31 63 37
Spouse, common-law, dating or other intimate 

partner10 739 221 30 50 50 15,029 10,589 70 75 25
Friend 622 147 24 45 55 12,027 2,771 23 77 23
Casual acquaintance 1,870 625 33 49 51 55,560 15,574 28 79 21
Authority figure 275 147 53 42 58 5,057 1,019 20 56 44
Stranger 3,131 544 17 43 57 20,893 4,630 22 77 23
Other11 147 70 48 46 54 4,559 1,281 28 77 23
Unknown 501 91 18 57 43 110 38 35 58 42

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 5 
Characteristics of police-reported incidents of online child sexual exploitation and physical assault, by clearance and 
court outcomes, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Incident, victim or accused characteristic

Online child sexual exploitation1 Physical assault2

Incidents
Charges laid or 
recommended

Went 
to 

court3

Did not 
go to 

court3 Incidents
Charges laid or 
recommended

Went 
to 

court3

Did not 
go to 

court3

number number percent percent number number percent percent

Accused characteristics
Gender of accused12

Women and girls 1,212 261 22 50 50 49,349 22,807 46 70 30
Men and boys 11,460 7,929 69 53 47 115,494 62,917 54 73 27

Age group (years)13

12 to 1714 3,832 1,072 28 48 52 71,680 31,238 44 78 22
18 to 24 2,343 1,780 76 47 53 25,613 17,546 69 73 27
25 to 44 4,203 3,613 86 55 45 43,181 27,601 64 67 33
45 to 64 1,704 1,473 86 56 44 15,630 8,894 57 66 34
65 and older15 309 257 83 49 51 1,197 515 43 58 42

... not applicable
1. Includes online sexual offences against children and online child pornography incidents. 
2. Physical assault includes assault (levels 1, 2, 3), unlawfully causing bodily harm, and other assaults where a victim was identified as being 17 years of age or younger at the 
start of the incident, and where physical assault was the most serious violation in the incident. 
3. “Went to court” means that the incident was successfully linked to a completed court case between 2013/2014 and 2022/2023. The court case to which the incident was 
linked did not necessarily retain a specific charge for an online child sexual exploitation violation, once heard in court. The term “did not go to court” is the residual of all 
incidents where charges were laid or recommended, after subtracting those that were linked to a completed court case. 
4. Incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021. 
5. Based on the end date of an incident and the date it was reported to police. 
6. Victim characteristics include incidents with a single victim, where victim gender was known and victim age was 17 years or younger at the start of the incident. Excludes 
online child pornography incidents because these incidents do not have victim files. 
7. Excludes victims whose gender was unknown. 
8. Based on the victim’s age at the start of the incident. Excludes victims whose age was unknown.
9. Includes biological, step, adoptive and foster parents. Includes all other family members related by blood, marriage (including common-law) or adoption (e.g., siblings, 
children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews and in-laws).
10. Includes current and former legally married spouses, common-law partners and dating partners (i.e., boyfriends, girlfriends), and other intimate partners (e.g., one-night 
stands). Victims of spousal violence include those aged 15 and older, and victims of dating violence include those aged 12 and older.
11. Includes neighbours, roommates, reverse authority figures (i.e., student-to-teacher, patient-to-doctor), business relationships and criminal relationships (i.e., relationships 
based on illegal activities).
12. Excludes accused persons whose gender was unknown.
13. Excludes a small number of accused persons identified as being under the age of 12 years. Persons 11 years of age and younger cannot be held criminally responsible in 
Canada. 
14. Youth (aged 12 to 17 years) accused of committing a criminal offence are tried in youth court as per the Youth Criminal Justice Act (2003). See Text box 5 for more 
information. 
15. Accused persons older than 110 years were coded as unknown due to possible instances of miscoding of unknown age within this age category.
Note: The sum of the categories may not add up to the total as unknown values are not always displayed. As not all incidents result in the identification of an accused person, 
and there can be multiple accused persons in the same incident, the sum of accused persons can differ. Includes victims where the most serious violation against the victim 
was also the cyber violation. For incident and accused data, offences reflect the cyber violation in the incident.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey and Integrated Criminal Courts Survey (linked file). 
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Table 6 
Incident characteristics of police-reported incidents of online sexual offences against children, online child 
pornography and physical assault, by clearance and court outcomes, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Incident characteristic

Online child sexual exploitation
Online sexual offences against children1 Online child pornography2

Incidents
Charges laid or 
recommended

Went to 
court4

Did not 
go to 

court4 Incidents
Charges laid or 
recommended

Went to 
court4

Did not 
go to 

court4

number number percent percent number number percent percent

Total incidents 13,968 4,500 32 53 47 36,685 3,530 10 53 47
Number of victims identified in incident

Single victim 9,036 2,987 33 51 49 ... ... ... ... ...
Multiple victims 937 506 54 54 46 ... ... ... ... ...
No victims 3,995 1,007 25 58 42 36,685 3,530 10 53 47

Delay in reporting to police5

Reported same or next day 8,835 2,400 27 56 44 14,582 1,269 9 57 43
Reported same day as incident 7,721 2,115 27 56 44 13,956 1,175 8 57 43
Reported next day after incident 1,114 285 26 56 44 626 94 15 56 44

Reported 2 to 7 days after incident 1,532 413 27 51 49 1,571 255 16 56 44
Reported 8 to 30 days after incident 1,051 394 37 55 45 3,923 474 12 53 47
Reported 31 to 365 days after incident 1,692 769 45 48 52 15,396 1,175 8 47 53
Reported more than one year after incident 593 350 59 42 58 876 137 16 45 55
Unknown6 265 174 66 61 39 337 220 65 57 43

Secondary violations
No secondary violation 9,347 1,515 16 42 58 17,605 1,808 10 54 46
At least one secondary violation 4,621 2,985 65 59 41 19,080 1,722 9 51 49

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 6 
Incident characteristics of police-reported incidents of online sexual offences against children, online child 
pornography and physical assault, by clearance and court outcomes, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Incident characteristic

Physical assault3

Incidents Charges laid or recommended Went to court4 Did not go to court4

number number percent percent
Total incidents 205,482 76,104 37 73 27
Number of victims identified in incident

Single victim 166,635 52,670 32 72 28
Multiple victims 38,847 23,434 60 74 26
No victims 0 0 ... ... ...

Delay in reporting to police5

Reported same or next day 170,843 64,200 38 75 25
Reported same day as incident 153,434 58,551 38 75 25
Reported next day after incident 17,409 5,649 32 72 28

Reported 2 to 7 days after incident 17,982 5,770 32 67 33
Reported 8 to 30 days after incident 7,462 2,513 34 58 42
Reported 31 to 365 days after incident 5,752 2,293 40 52 48
Reported more than one year after incident 2,188 758 35 48 52
Unknown6 1,255 570 45 70 30

Secondary violations
No secondary violation 165,233 44,091 27 67 33
At least one secondary violation 40,249 32,013 80 81 19

0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
... not applicable
1. Includes online sexual violations against children and other online sexual offences where a victim was identified as being aged 17 years or younger at the start of the 
incident. 
2. Includes offences under section 163.1 of the Criminal Code which makes it illegal to make, distribute, possess or access child pornography. Online child pornography 
incidents do not have victim files.
3. Physical assault includes assault (levels 1, 2, 3), unlawfully causing bodily harm, and other assaults where a victim was identified as being 17 years of age or younger 
at the start of the incident and where physical assault was the most serious violation in the incident. 
4. “Went to court” means that the incident was successfully linked to a completed court case between 2013/2014 and 2022/2023. The court case to which the incident was 
linked did not necessarily retain a specific charge for online child sexual exploitation or physical assault, once heard in court. The term “did not go to court” is the residual 
of all incidents where charges were laid or recommended, after subtracting those that were linked to a completed court case. 
5. Based on the end date of an incident.
6. Includes incidents that were reported before the recorded end date. 
Note: The sum of the categories may not add up to the total as unknown values are not always displayed. As there can be multiple victims in an incident, the sum of 
victims does not equal the sum of incidents. Similarly, as not all incidents result in the identification of an accused person, and there can be multiple accused persons in 
the same incident, the sum of accused persons can also differ. For online child sexual exploitation, offences reflect the cyber violation in the incident which may not always 
be the most serious violation in the incident. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey and Integrated Criminal Courts Survey  
(linked file). 
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Table 7 
Decision and sentencing outcomes in completed court cases linked to police-reported incidents of online child 
sexual exploitation and physical assault, by level of court, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Level of court, final decision, and most serious sentence3

Cases with at least one  
police-reported online child sexual 

exploitation charge retained1
Cases with at least one physical 

assault charge retained2

number percent number percent
Adult criminal courts

Guilty 1,937 72 14,674 52
Custody 1,555 88 3,319 24
Conditional sentence 92 5 1,077 8
Probation 101 6 8,230 59
Fine 6 0 427 3
Other 15 1 924 7
Not available (guilty but no sentencing detail) 168 ... 697 ...

Acquitted 56 2 1,461 5
Stayed, withdrawn, dismissed, or discharged 669 25 11,991 42
Other 35 1 271 1
Total, adult criminal courts 2,697 100 28,397 100

Youth courts
Guilty 281 70 8,520 49

Custody and supervision (including conditional supervision)4 10 4 638 8
Deferred custody and supervision 16 6 273 3
Probation 172 66 4,784 59
Other5 61 24 2,404 30
Not available (guilty but no sentencing detail) 22 ... 421 ...

Acquitted 2 0 254 1
Stayed, withdrawn, dismissed, or discharged 120 30 8,588 49
Other 0 0 92 1
Total, youth courts 403 100 17,454 100

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 7 
Decision and sentencing outcomes in completed court cases linked to police-reported incidents of online child 
sexual exploitation and physical assault, by level of court, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Level of court, final decision, and most serious sentence3

Cases with at least one  
police-reported online child sexual 

exploitation charge retained1
Cases with at least one physical 

assault charge retained2

number percent number percent

Total, adult and youth
Guilty 2,218 72 23,194 51
Acquitted 58 2 1,715 4
Stayed, withdrawn, dismissed, or discharged 789 25 20,579 45
Other 35 1 363 1
Total, adult and youth 3,100 100 45,851 100

0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
... not applicable
1. Includes cases where at least one online child sexual exploitation (online sexual offences against children or online child pornography) charge was retained in court. 
The retained online child sexual exploitation charge was not necessarily the most serious offence in the case. 
2. Physical assault includes assault (levels 1, 2, 3), unlawfully causing bodily harm, and other assaults where a victim was identified as being 17 years of age or younger 
at the start of the incident and where physical assault was the most serious violation in the incident. Includes cases where at least one physical assault charge was 
retained in court. The retained physical assault charge was not necessarily the most serious offence in the case. 
3. Information on sentencing reflects the most serious sentence handed down by the courts for the most serious offence in the case which resulted in a guilty decision. 
There can be multiple sentences related to the same case (e.g., a sentence of custody followed by a period of probation). While this does not impact information on 
sentences of custody, which are always the most serious sentence according to the Integrated Criminal Court Survey, it means that percentages for other types of 
sentences which are considered to be less serious may be underestimated. 
4. Includes intensive rehabilitative custody and supervision. 
5. Includes conditional sentence, intensive support and supervision, order to attend a non-residential program, fine, community service, reprimand, and other types of 
sentences. 
Note: Counts represent the number of cases where there was at least one Criminal Code online child sexual exploitation or physical assault charge in the case. The 
type of decision for these counts represents that for the most serious offence within the case. The decision is determined at the accused level, refers to the most serious 
decision in the case, and, in instances where there were multiple victims, is applied to all victims in the case and not necessarily one specific charge or victim. Incidents 
may not have linked to courts data for multiple reasons, including survey coverage and time required to complete a case. Court cases may not have proceeded with the 
same charges initially laid or recommended by police. The data file used for analysis includes all completed court cases between 2013/2014 and 2022/2023 for incidents 
reported by police between 2014 and 2021.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey and Integrated Criminal Courts Survey  
(linked file). 
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Table 8 
Decisions and outcomes of adult criminal court cases linked to police-reported incidents of online child sexual 
exploitation and physical assault, by selected characteristics, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Selected characteristic

Online child sexual exploitation
Completed 

court cases2 Guilty decision Sentenced to custody
number number percent number percent3 median length4

Victim characteristic5

Gender of victim
Victim was a girl 457 328 72 249 84 180
Victim was a boy 60 42 70 30 79 365

Age group of victim
Victim was a child (aged 0 to 11 years) 49 34 69 25 83 365
Victim was a youth (aged 12 to 17 years) 470 337 72 254 84 180

Accused-victim relationship
Family (Parent, sibling, other family)6 80 49 61 33 75 365
Spouse, common-law, dating or other intimate partner7 35 23 66 14 67 270
Friend 23 20 87 10 71 365
Casual acquaintance 164 116 71 89 86 180
Authority figure 32 24 75 16 76 90
Stranger 138 104 75 85 87 231
Other8 23 16 70 13 93 309
Unknown 24 19 79 19 100 180

Incident characteristic
Violation9

Luring 867 618 71 487 87 180
Non-consensual distribution of intimate images 22 13 59 4 31 225
Invitation to sexual touching 294 207 70 171 90 287
Other online sexual offences against children 285 187 66 137 82 346
Possessing or accessing child pornography 713 527 74 447 90 240
Making or distributing child pornography 516 385 75 309 90 365
Aggravated assault (level 3) ... ... ... ... ... ...
Assault with a weapon or causing bodily harm (level 2) ... ... ... ... ... ...
Common assault (level 1) ... ... ... ... ... ...

Accused characteristic
Gender of accused

Accused was a man or boy 62 33 53 24 73 365
Accused was a woman or girl 2,633 1,903 72 1,531 88 270

Age of accused
12 to 17 years10 7 1 14 1 100 90
18 to 24 years 571 392 69 303 84 180
25 to 44 years 1,387 1,005 72 801 88 294
45 to 64 years 637 470 74 394 92 360
65 years and older 95 69 73 56 89 300

See notes at the end of the table.

Juristat Article — Online child sexual exploitation: Criminal justice outcomes of police-reported incidents in Canada, 2014 to 2021

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-002-X44



Table 8 
Decisions and outcomes of adult criminal court cases linked to police-reported incidents of online child sexual 
exploitation and physical assault, by selected characteristics, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Selected characteristic

Physical assault1

Completed 
court cases2 Guilty decision Sentenced to custody

number number percent number percent3 median length4

Victim characteristic5

Gender of victim
Victim was a girl 8,797 4,170 47 820 21 30
Victim was a boy 8,159 4,096 50 721 18 60

Age group of victim
Victim was a child (aged 0 to 11 years) 4,669 2,376 51 358 16 84
Victim was a youth (aged 12 to 17 years) 12,310 5,898 48 1,184 21 33

Accused-victim relationship
Family (Parent, sibling, other family)6 8,225 3,847 47 531 15 60
Spouse, common-law, dating or other intimate partner7 3,121 1,537 49 388 26 30
Friend 401 221 55 49 24 50
Casual acquaintance 2,469 1,266 51 259 21 56
Authority figure 503 213 42 29 14 90
Stranger 1,844 985 53 248 26 45
Other8 408 201 49 38 20 44
Unknown 9 5 56 1 20 43

Incident characteristic
Violation9

Luring ... ... ... ... ... ...
Non-consensual distribution of intimate images ... ... ... ... ... ...
Invitation to sexual touching ... ... ... ... ... ...
Other online sexual offences against children ... ... ... ... ... ...
Possessing or accessing child pornography ... ... ... ... ... ...
Making or distributing child pornography ... ... ... ... ... ...
Aggravated assault (level 3) 733 464 63 242 55 235
Assault with a weapon or causing bodily harm (level 2) 9,467 5,411 57 1,551 30 60
Common assault (level 1) 18,121 8,751 48 1,510 18 30

Accused characteristic
Gender of accused

Accused was a man or boy 6,851 2,941 43 320 11 33
Accused was a woman or girl 21,528 11,724 54 2,999 27 60

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 8 
Decisions and outcomes of adult criminal court cases linked to police-reported incidents of online child sexual 
exploitation and physical assault, by selected characteristics, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Selected characteristic

Physical assault1

Completed 
court cases2 Guilty decision Sentenced to custody

number number percent number percent3 median length4

Age of accused
12 to 17 years10 47 11 23 1 9 1
18 to 24 years 8,861 4,828 54 1,239 27 45
25 to 44 years 14,309 7,516 53 1,757 25 60
45 to 64 years 4,918 2,218 45 318 15 60
65 years and older 262 101 39 4 4 10

... not applicable
1. Physical assault includes assault (levels 1, 2, 3), unlawfully causing bodily harm, and other assaults where a victim was identified as being 17 years of age or younger 
at the start of the incident and where physical assault was the most serious violation in the incident. 
2. The data file used for analysis includes all completed court cases between 2013/2014 and 2022/2023 for incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021. Includes 
cases where an online child sexual exploitation (OCSE)/physical assault charge laid by police was retained through the court process. The charge was not necessarily the 
most serious offence in the case.
3. Percent calculations exclude cases that resulted in a decision of guilt but the sentencing detail was unknown. 
4. Length in days. Excludes indeterminate sentences and sentences of unknown length. Excludes sentences of 0 days, which may reflect remaining time in sentenced 
custody after credit for pre-trial time served, or may be a sentence of unknown length. The median represents the midpoint of all sentences once sorted from lowest to 
highest.
5. Victim characteristics include incidents with a single victim, where victim gender was known and victim age was 17 years or younger at the start of the incident. 
Excludes online child pornography incidents.
6. Includes biological, step, adoptive and foster parents. Includes all other family members related by blood, marriage (including common-law) or adoption (e.g., siblings, 
children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews and in-laws).
7. Includes current and former legally married spouses, common-law partners and dating partners (i.e., boyfriends, girlfriends), and other intimate partners (e.g., one-night 
stands). Victims of spousal violence include those aged 15 years and older, and victims of dating violence include those aged 12 years and older.
8. Includes neighbours, roommates, reverse authority figures (i.e., student-to-teacher, patient-to-doctor), business relationships and criminal relationships (i.e., 
relationships based on illegal activities).
9. Reflects the charges laid by police and not necessarily the charges that were processed in court. While court cases may not have proceeded with the same charges 
initially laid or recommended by police, all cases involve incidents where at least one online child sexual exploitation/physical assault charge was retained in court.
10. Represents youth who were tried in adult criminal court.
Note: Includes cases completed in adult criminal court only, due to fundamental differences in approach and sentencing between adult and youth courts. Characteristics 
are based on what was reported by police. Since one court case can be linked to multiple victims and incidents, the characteristics presented in this table reflect all court 
cases that successfully linked to a police-reported online child sexual exploitation (OCSE)/ physical assault incident where at least one OCSE/ physical assault charge 
was retained in court. As a result, there can be overlap between categories as the same victim or incident may have linked to more than one court case, or one court case 
may have linked to more than one incident or victim. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey and Integrated Criminal Courts Survey  
(linked file). 
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Table 9 
Decision and sentencing outcomes in completed court cases linked to police-reported incidents of online sexual 
offences against children, online child pornography and physical assault, by level of court, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Level of court, final decision, and most serious sentence2

Cases linked to incidents of police-
reported online child sexual exploitation

Cases with at least 
one physical assault 

charge retained1

Cases with at least 
one online sexual 
offences against 
children charge 

retained

Cases with at 
least one online 

child pornography 
charge retained

number percent number percent number percent

Adult criminal courts
Guilty 1,025 70 912 74 14,674 52

Custody 799 86 756 90 3,319 24
Conditional sentence 46 5 46 5 1,077 8
Probation 69 7 32 4 8,230 59
Fine 4 0 2 0 427 3
Other 12 1 3 0 924 7
Not available (guilty but no sentencing detail) 95 ... 73 ... 697 ...

Acquitted 32 2 24 2 1,461 5
Stayed, withdrawn, dismissed, or discharged 389 26 280 23 11,991 42
Other 22 1 13 1 271 1
Total, adult criminal courts 1,468 100 1,229 100 28,397 100

Youth courts
Guilty 171 66 110 77 8,520 49

Custody and supervision (including conditional supervision)3 7 4 3 3 638 8
Deferred custody and supervision 8 5 8 8 273 3
Probation 108 67 64 65 4,784 59
Other4 38 24 23 23 2,404 30
Not available (guilty but no sentencing detail) 10 ... 12 ... 421 ...

Acquitted 2 1 0 0 254 1
Stayed, withdrawn, dismissed, or discharged 87 33 33 23 8,588 49
Other 0 0 0 0 92 1
Total, youth courts 260 100 143 100 17,454 100

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 9 
Decision and sentencing outcomes in completed court cases linked to police-reported incidents of online sexual 
offences against children, online child pornography and physical assault, by level of court, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Level of court, final decision, and most serious sentence2

Cases linked to incidents of police-
reported online child sexual exploitation

Cases with at least 
one physical assault 

charge retained1

Cases with at least 
one online sexual 
offences against 
children charge 

retained

Cases with at 
least one online 

child pornography 
charge retained

number percent number percent number percent

Total, adult and youth
Guilty 1,196 69 1,022 74 23,194 51
Acquitted 34 2 24 2 1,715 4
Stayed, withdrawn, dismissed, or discharged 476 28 313 23 20,579 45
Other 22 1 13 1 363 1
Total, adult and youth 1,728 100 1,372 100 45,851 100

0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
... not applicable
1. Physical assault includes assault (levels 1, 2, 3), unlawfully causing bodily harm, and other assaults where a victim was identified as being 17 
years of age or younger at the start of the incident and where physical assault was the most serious violation in the incident. 
2. Information on sentencing reflects the most serious sentence handed down by the courts for the most serious offence in the case which resulted 
in a guilty decision. There can be multiple sentences related to the same case (e.g., a sentence of custody followed by a period of probation). While 
this does not impact information on sentences of custody, which are always the most serious sentence according to the Integrated Criminal Court 
Survey, it means that percentages for other types of sentences which are considered to be less serious may be underestimated. 
3. Includes intensive rehabilitative custody and supervision. 
4. Includes conditional sentence, intensive support and supervision, order to attend a non-residential program, fine, community service, reprimand, 
and other types of sentences. 
Note: Counts represent the number of cases where there was at least one Criminal Code online child sexual exploitation (OCSE) or physical as-
sault charge in the case. The type of decision for these counts represents that for the most serious offence within the case. While court cases may 
not have proceeded with the same charges initially laid or recommended by police, all cases involve incidents where at least one OCSE charge was 
retained in court. Case categories are not mutually exclusive. For instance, a case linked to a police-reported online child pornography incident may 
have dropped the child pornography charge in court but retained an online sexual offences against children charge and vice versa. As such, cases 
do not add up to the total case count for OCSE. The decision is determined at the accused level, refers to the most serious decision in the case, 
and, in instances where there were multiple victims, is applied to all victims in the case and not necessarily one specific charge or victim. Incidents 
may not have linked to courts data for multiple reasons, including survey coverage and time required to complete a case. The data file used for 
analysis includes all completed court cases between 2013/2014 and 2022/2023 for incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey and Integrated Criminal 
Courts Survey (linked file). 
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Table 10 
Decisions and outcomes of adult criminal court cases linked to police-reported incidents of online sexual offences 
against children, online child pornography and physical assault, by selected characteristics, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Selected characteristic

Online child sexual exploitation
Online sexual offences against children Online child pornography

Completed 
court 

cases2 Guilty decision Sentenced to custody

Completed 
court 

cases2 Guilty decision Sentenced to custody

number number percent number percent3
median 
length4 number number percent number percent3

median 
length4

Victim characteristic5

Gender of victim
Victim was a girl 457 328 72 249 84 180 ... ... ... ... ... ...
Victim was a boy 60 42 70 30 79 365 ... ... ... ... ... ...

Age group of victim
Victim was a child  

(aged 0 to 11 years) 49 34 69 25 83 365 ... ... ... ... ... ...
Victim was a youth  

(aged 12 to 17 years) 470 337 72 254 84 180 ... ... ... ... ... ...
Accused-victim relationship

Family (Parent, sibling, other family)6 80 49 61 33 75 365 ... ... ... ... ... ...
Spouse, common-law, dating or  

other intimate partner7 35 23 66 14 67 270 ... ... ... ... ... ...
Friend 23 20 87 10 71 365 ... ... ... ... ... ...
Casual acquaintance 164 116 71 89 86 180 ... ... ... ... ... ...
Authority figure 32 24 75 16 76 90 ... ... ... ... ... ...
Stranger 138 104 75 85 87 231 ... ... ... ... ... ...
Other8 23 16 70 13 93 309 ... ... ... ... ... ...
Unknown 24 19 79 19 100 180 ... ... ... ... ... ...

Accused characteristic
Gender of accused

Accused was a man or boy 38 21 55 15 71 195 24 12 50 9 75 365
Accused was a woman or girl 1,430 1,004 70 784 86 240 1,203 899 75 747 90 300

Age of accused
12 to 17 years9 4 1 25 1 100 90 3 0 0 0 ... ...
18 to 24 years 389 271 70 206 83 180 182 121 66 97 85 180
25 to 44 years 799 561 70 443 87 226 588 444 76 358 88 360
45 to 64 years 253 173 68 135 87 354 384 297 77 259 94 360
65 years and older 23 19 83 14 78 300 72 50 69 42 93 300

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 10 
Decisions and outcomes of adult criminal court cases linked to police-reported incidents of online sexual offences 
against children, online child pornography and physical assault, by selected characteristics, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Selected characteristic

Physical assault1

Completed 
court cases2 Guilty decision Sentenced to custody

number number percent number percent3 median length4

Victim characteristic5

Gender of victim
Victim was a girl 8,797 4,170 47 820 21 30
Victim was a boy 8,159 4,096 50 721 18 60

Age group of victim
Victim was a child  

(aged 0 to 11 years) 4,669 2,376 51 358 16 84
Victim was a youth  

(aged 12 to 17 years) 12,310 5,898 48 1,184 21 33
Accused-victim relationship

Family (Parent, sibling, other family)6 8,225 3,847 47 531 15 60
Spouse, common-law, dating or  

other intimate partner7 3,121 1,537 49 388 26 30
Friend 401 221 55 49 24 50
Casual acquaintance 2,469 1,266 51 259 21 56
Authority figure 503 213 42 29 14 90
Stranger 1,844 985 53 248 26 45
Other8 408 201 49 38 20 44
Unknown 9 5 56 1 20 43

Accused characteristic
Gender of accused

Accused was a man or boy 6,851 2,941 43 320 11 33
Accused was a woman or girl 21,528 11,724 54 2,999 27 60

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 10 
Decisions and outcomes of adult criminal court cases linked to police-reported incidents of online sexual offences 
against children, online child pornography and physical assault, by selected characteristics, Canada, 2014 to 2021

Selected characteristic

Physical assault1

Completed 
court cases2 Guilty decision Sentenced to custody

number number percent number percent3 median length4

Age of accused
12 to 17 years9 47 11 23 1 9 1
18 to 24 years 8,861 4,828 54 1,239 27 45
25 to 44 years 14,309 7,516 53 1,757 25 60
45 to 64 years 4,918 2,218 45 318 15 60
65 years and older 262 101 39 4 4 10

0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
... not applicable
1. Physical assault includes assault (levels 1, 2, 3), unlawfully causing bodily harm, and other assaults where a victim was identified as being 17 years of age or younger 
at the start of the incident and where physical assault was the most serious violation in the incident. 
2. The data file used for analysis includes all completed court cases between 2013/2014 and 2022/2023 for incidents reported by police between 2014 and 2021. Includes 
cases where an online sexual offence charge, child pornography charge, or physical assault charge laid by police was retained through the court process. The retained 
charge was not necessarily the most serious offence in the case.
3. Percent calculations exclude cases that resulted in a decision of guilt but the sentencing detail was unknown. 
4. Length in days. Excludes indeterminate sentences and sentences of unknown length. Excludes sentences of 0 days, which may reflect remaining time in sentenced 
custody after credit for pre-trial time served, or may be a sentence of unknown length. The median represents the midpoint of all sentences once sorted from lowest to 
highest.
5. Victim characteristics include incidents with a single victim, where victim gender was known and victim age was 17 years or younger. Excludes online child pornography 
incidents.
6. Includes biological, step, adoptive and foster parents. Includes all other family members related by blood, marriage (including common-law) or adoption (e.g., siblings, 
children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews and in-laws).
7. Includes current and former legally married spouses, common-law partners and dating partners (i.e., boyfriends, girlfriends), and other intimate partners (e.g., one-night 
stands). Victims of spousal violence include those aged 15 years and older, and victims of dating violence include those aged 12 years and older.
8. Includes neighbours, roommates, reverse authority figures (i.e., student-to-teacher, patient-to-doctor), business relationships and criminal relationships (i.e., 
relationships based on illegal activities).
9. Represents youth who were tried in adult criminal court.
Note: Includes cases completed in adult criminal court only, due to fundamental differences in approach and sentencing between adult and youth courts. Characteristics 
are based on what was reported by police. Since one court case can be linked to multiple victims and incidents, the characteristics presented in this table reflect all court 
cases that successfully linked to a police-reported incident where at least one relevant charge was retained in court. As a result, there can be overlap between categories 
as the same victim or incident may have linked to more than one court case, or one court case may have linked to more than one incident or victim. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey and Integrated Criminal Courts Survey  
(linked file). 
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