
Catalogue no. 81-004-X 
ISSN 1710-5854 

Self-reported delinquency of immigrant 
youth, Toronto 2006

Education Matters: Insights on Education, Learning and Training in Canada



Standard table symbols
The following symbols are used in Statistics Canada  
publications:

.	 not available for any reference period 

..	 not available for a specific reference period 

...	 not applicable 
0	 true zero or a value rounded to zero 
0s	 value rounded to 0 (zero) where there is a meaningful 
	 distinction between true zero and the value that was rounded 
p	 preliminary 
r	 revised 
x	 suppressed to meet the confidentiality requirements  
	 of the Statistics Act 
E	 use with caution 
F	 too unreliable to be published 
*	 significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)

How to obtain more information
For information about this product or the wide range of services and data available from Statistics Canada, visit our website, 
www.statcan.gc.ca. 
 
You can also contact us by 
 
email at STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca 
 
telephone, from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the following numbers: 

•• Statistical Information Service	 1-800-263-1136
•• National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired	 1-800-363-7629
•• Fax line	 1-514-283-9350

 
Depository Services Program 

•• Inquiries line	 1-800-635-7943
•• Fax line	 1-800-565-7757

Note of appreciation
Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a 
long‑standing partnership between Statistics Canada, the  
citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other 
institutions. Accurate and timely statistical information could not 
be produced without their continued co‑operation and goodwill.

Standards of service to the public
Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, 
reliable and courteous manner. To this end, Statistics Canada has 
developed standards of service that its employees observe. To 
obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact Statistics 
Canada toll-free at 1-800-263-1136. The service standards are 
also published on www.statcan.gc.ca under “Contact us” > 
“Standards of service to the public.”

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada

© Minister of Industry, 2008

All rights reserved. Use of this publication is governed by the Statistics Canada Open Licence Agreement.

An HTML version is also available.

Cette publication est aussi disponible en français.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN%40canada.ca?subject=
http://www.statcan.gc.ca
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/about/service/standards
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/reference/licence-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/81-004-x/2008005/article/10799-eng.htm


Self-reported delinquency of immigrant youth, Toronto 2006Self-reported delinquency of immigrant youth, Toronto 2006

Archived ContentArchived Content

Information identified as archived is provided for reference, research or recordkeeping purposes. It is not subject to the Government of Canada WebInformation identified as archived is provided for reference, research or recordkeeping purposes. It is not subject to the Government of Canada Web
Standards and has not been altered or updated since it was archived. Please "Standards and has not been altered or updated since it was archived. Please "contact uscontact us" to request a format other than those available." to request a format other than those available.

  

According to the 2006 Census, almost half of Toronto's population was born outside of Canada. Further, almost one in five children in Toronto aged 5 toAccording to the 2006 Census, almost half of Toronto's population was born outside of Canada. Further, almost one in five children in Toronto aged 5 to
19 had immigrated to Canada within the previous 5 years.19 had immigrated to Canada within the previous 5 years.  With a large and growing proportion of youth in Toronto who are either immigrants With a large and growing proportion of youth in Toronto who are either immigrants
themselves or born in Canada to immigrant parents, the need for a better understanding of processes that lead to successful outcomes for these youththemselves or born in Canada to immigrant parents, the need for a better understanding of processes that lead to successful outcomes for these youth
become increasingly pertinent.become increasingly pertinent.

Immigrant youth (or youth whose parents are themselves recent immigrants) face unique challenges in their development. They face a newImmigrant youth (or youth whose parents are themselves recent immigrants) face unique challenges in their development. They face a new
environment in which their parents may not be able to guide them and in which they often do not speak the majority language. Previous research hasenvironment in which their parents may not be able to guide them and in which they often do not speak the majority language. Previous research has
found that integration of youth, or the lack thereof, is influenced by the amount of time they have lived in their new country, whether or not they werefound that integration of youth, or the lack thereof, is influenced by the amount of time they have lived in their new country, whether or not they were
born in the host countryborn in the host country  and the socioeconomic advantages or disadvantages their parents bring with them. and the socioeconomic advantages or disadvantages their parents bring with them.

Previous work on immigrant youth outcomes in Canada has focused on educational outcomes, finding, for example, that immigrant youth have higherPrevious work on immigrant youth outcomes in Canada has focused on educational outcomes, finding, for example, that immigrant youth have higher
educational aspirations than native-born youth.educational aspirations than native-born youth.  While there has been little research on delinquency outcomes for immigrant youth, these two While there has been little research on delinquency outcomes for immigrant youth, these two
outcomes - education and delinquency - are linked,outcomes - education and delinquency - are linked,  since the goals and rewards associated with them, while contradictory, are nevertheless key to since the goals and rewards associated with them, while contradictory, are nevertheless key to
understanding pertinent risk factors for successful integration into society. If it has already been discovered that immigrant youth tend to have higherunderstanding pertinent risk factors for successful integration into society. If it has already been discovered that immigrant youth tend to have higher
educational aspirations than their native-born counterparts, then is it also true that foreign-born youth have lower levels of delinquency and can theseeducational aspirations than their native-born counterparts, then is it also true that foreign-born youth have lower levels of delinquency and can these
higher educational aspirations account for this? higher educational aspirations account for this? Also, given theories on the effect of length of time in the country and immigrant status, can we expectAlso, given theories on the effect of length of time in the country and immigrant status, can we expect
that these factors may also play a role in shaping patterns of delinquent behaviour?that these factors may also play a role in shaping patterns of delinquent behaviour?

This article explores the prevalence of, and factors related to, delinquency as reported by a sample of youth in grades 7, 8 and 9 living in Toronto inThis article explores the prevalence of, and factors related to, delinquency as reported by a sample of youth in grades 7, 8 and 9 living in Toronto in
2006. Previous work has found that demographic characteristics, school commitment, experiences of victimization and relationships with peers and2006. Previous work has found that demographic characteristics, school commitment, experiences of victimization and relationships with peers and
families are all related to delinquent behaviour among youth.families are all related to delinquent behaviour among youth.  This article investigates these factors in order to determine the extent to which they can This article investigates these factors in order to determine the extent to which they can
help explain the delinquency experiences of immigrant youth, in particular.help explain the delinquency experiences of immigrant youth, in particular.

Box 1: Box 1: 
The International Youth Survey, 2006The International Youth Survey, 2006

The International Youth Survey (IYS) was conducted for the first time in Canada in 2006. This is the Canadian version of the International Self-The International Youth Survey (IYS) was conducted for the first time in Canada in 2006. This is the Canadian version of the International Self-
Reported Delinquency Study conducted in over 30 countries in that same year. The target population for this survey was students in the TorontoReported Delinquency Study conducted in over 30 countries in that same year. The target population for this survey was students in the Toronto
Public School Board who were in grades 7, 8 and 9, when the majority of them were between the ages of 13 and 15. Public School Board who were in grades 7, 8 and 9, when the majority of them were between the ages of 13 and 15. Table A1 shows the ageTable A1 shows the age
breakdown of the sample, by generational status. breakdown of the sample, by generational status. Youth who were not born in Canada had a slightly older age distribution, which may reflect, inYouth who were not born in Canada had a slightly older age distribution, which may reflect, in
part, placement at lower grade levels for some of these youth upon arrival in Canada.part, placement at lower grade levels for some of these youth upon arrival in Canada.

Respondents provided information about their involvement in delinquent behaviour, as well as on a range of individual, family, peer and schoolRespondents provided information about their involvement in delinquent behaviour, as well as on a range of individual, family, peer and school
characteristics. The property delinquency variable was derived from the following seven questions: In the past 12 months have you: damagedcharacteristics. The property delinquency variable was derived from the following seven questions: In the past 12 months have you: damaged
something on purpose, such as a bus shelter, window, car or seat on a bus or train? Stolen something from a store? Broken into a building withsomething on purpose, such as a bus shelter, window, car or seat on a bus or train? Stolen something from a store? Broken into a building with
the purpose of stealing something? Stolen a bicycle? Stolen a motorbike or car? Stolen something out of or from a car? Set fire on purpose to athe purpose of stealing something? Stolen a bicycle? Stolen a motorbike or car? Stolen something out of or from a car? Set fire on purpose to a
mailbox, garbage can, building or car (not your own property)?mailbox, garbage can, building or car (not your own property)?

Violent delinquency was measured using five questions: In the past 12 months: have you, snatched a purse, bag or something else from a person?Violent delinquency was measured using five questions: In the past 12 months: have you, snatched a purse, bag or something else from a person?
Carried a weapon, such as a stick, chain or knife (not a pocket knife)? Threatened somebody with a weapon or threatened to beat them up to getCarried a weapon, such as a stick, chain or knife (not a pocket knife)? Threatened somebody with a weapon or threatened to beat them up to get
money or other things from them? Participated in a group fight on a school playground, a football stadium, in a street, or in any other public place?money or other things from them? Participated in a group fight on a school playground, a football stadium, in a street, or in any other public place?
Intentionally beaten up someone, or hurt them with a stick or knife, so badly that they had to see a doctor?Intentionally beaten up someone, or hurt them with a stick or knife, so badly that they had to see a doctor?

It should be noted that the International Youth Survey is a self-reported delinquency survey. The use of self-reported delinquency data has someIt should be noted that the International Youth Survey is a self-reported delinquency survey. The use of self-reported delinquency data has some
advantages and some disadvantages. First, self-reported delinquency rates tend to be higher than police-reported data as it includes incidents notadvantages and some disadvantages. First, self-reported delinquency rates tend to be higher than police-reported data as it includes incidents not
reported to police. Similarly, cases reported to police but deemed to be unfounded after investigation are also excluded from official crime data.reported to police. Similarly, cases reported to police but deemed to be unfounded after investigation are also excluded from official crime data.
However, relying on self-reported delinquency presumes that respondents will accurately describe incidents.However, relying on self-reported delinquency presumes that respondents will accurately describe incidents.

Second, youth at high risk for delinquency may be underrepresented if, for example, they are away from school on the day of the survey or haveSecond, youth at high risk for delinquency may be underrepresented if, for example, they are away from school on the day of the survey or have
dropped out of school. In fact, school absenteeism data suggest that the level of absenteeism was higher among delinquent youth on the day ofdropped out of school. In fact, school absenteeism data suggest that the level of absenteeism was higher among delinquent youth on the day of
the survey.the survey.

Immigrant youth report lower rates of delinquencyImmigrant youth report lower rates of delinquency
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As part of the As part of the 2006 International Youth Survey2006 International Youth Survey, youth were asked to report any delinquent acts they had committed in the year previous to the, youth were asked to report any delinquent acts they had committed in the year previous to the
survey. survey. Delinquency related to property is analyzed separately from violent delinquency, since previous research has found that the risk factors forDelinquency related to property is analyzed separately from violent delinquency, since previous research has found that the risk factors for
these two categories of delinquency differ.these two categories of delinquency differ.

Rates of both property and violent delinquency vary by generational status. Native-born youth reported the highest rates of property-relatedRates of both property and violent delinquency vary by generational status. Native-born youth reported the highest rates of property-related
delinquency, while youth who had immigrated to Canada after the age of 5 reported the lowest rates (Chart 1). In the case of violent delinquency, ratesdelinquency, while youth who had immigrated to Canada after the age of 5 reported the lowest rates (Chart 1). In the case of violent delinquency, rates
were highest for second-generation youth, while both youth who had immigrated after the age of 5 and native-born youth reported the lowest rateswere highest for second-generation youth, while both youth who had immigrated after the age of 5 and native-born youth reported the lowest rates
(Chart 2).(Chart 2).

Box 2: Box 2: 
Generational StatusGenerational Status

Generational status is a concept that combines both the immigrant status of youth and the amount of time they have spent in Canada. Generational status is a concept that combines both the immigrant status of youth and the amount of time they have spent in Canada. In thisIn this
study, youth were divided into four groups:study, youth were divided into four groups:

Native-born youth: Both youth and their parents were born in Canada;Native-born youth: Both youth and their parents were born in Canada;  
Second-generation youth: Youth born in Canada, with at least one parent who was born outside of Canada;Second-generation youth: Youth born in Canada, with at least one parent who was born outside of Canada;  
Youth who immigrated before the age of 5: Youth born outside of Canada and immigrated before age 5; and Youth who immigrated before the age of 5: Youth born outside of Canada and immigrated before age 5; and   
Youth who immigrated after the age of 5: Youth born outside of Canada and immigrated after age 5.Youth who immigrated after the age of 5: Youth born outside of Canada and immigrated after age 5.

Chart 1Chart 1  
Self-reported property-related delinquency rates by generational status, Toronto 2006Self-reported property-related delinquency rates by generational status, Toronto 2006

Source:Source: Statistics Canada,  Statistics Canada, International Youth Survey, 2006International Youth Survey, 2006..

Chart 2Chart 2  
Self-reported violent delinquency rates by generational status, Toronto 2006Self-reported violent delinquency rates by generational status, Toronto 2006

Source:Source: Statistics Canada,  Statistics Canada, International Youth Survey, 2006International Youth Survey, 2006..

Smaller differences are apparent across the generational-status groups once other factors such as sex, age and family composition are taken intoSmaller differences are apparent across the generational-status groups once other factors such as sex, age and family composition are taken into
account.account.  Nevertheless, even after taking these factors into account, youth who had immigrated after the age of 5 were 60% less likely to have Nevertheless, even after taking these factors into account, youth who had immigrated after the age of 5 were 60% less likely to have
reported property-related delinquency than their native-born counterparts. In the case of violent delinquency, there were no differences across thereported property-related delinquency than their native-born counterparts. In the case of violent delinquency, there were no differences across the
generational groups, once other demographic factors were taken into account.generational groups, once other demographic factors were taken into account.
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School-related factors account for some, but not all, of the lower rates of property delinquency amongSchool-related factors account for some, but not all, of the lower rates of property delinquency among
immigrant youthimmigrant youth

Previous research has found that immigrant youth are more likely than native-born youth to aspire to a university education.Previous research has found that immigrant youth are more likely than native-born youth to aspire to a university education.  Similar results were Similar results were
found using data from the International Youth Survey (IYS). Youth who had immigrated after the age of 5 were more likely than the other generationalfound using data from the International Youth Survey (IYS). Youth who had immigrated after the age of 5 were more likely than the other generational
groups to have university aspirations (77%, compared to between 66% and 70% of youth who had immigrated before age 5, second-generation youthgroups to have university aspirations (77%, compared to between 66% and 70% of youth who had immigrated before age 5, second-generation youth
and native-born youth).and native-born youth).

Moreover, the analysis shows that youth with university aspirations were less likely to report property delinquency. In fact, youth who aspired toMoreover, the analysis shows that youth with university aspirations were less likely to report property delinquency. In fact, youth who aspired to
university were about 40% less likely to report property-related delinquency in 2006 than youth who did not aspire to a university education.university were about 40% less likely to report property-related delinquency in 2006 than youth who did not aspire to a university education.

However, school-related factors such as university aspirations, attitudes towards school, perceptions of school safety and a youth's school attendanceHowever, school-related factors such as university aspirations, attitudes towards school, perceptions of school safety and a youth's school attendance
account for only part of the difference in rates of property-related delinquency observed between native-born youth and youth who had immigratedaccount for only part of the difference in rates of property-related delinquency observed between native-born youth and youth who had immigrated
after age 5. Independent of school-related factors, Canadian-born youth were twice as likely to report property-related delinquency as theirafter age 5. Independent of school-related factors, Canadian-born youth were twice as likely to report property-related delinquency as their
counterparts who had immigrated after the age of 5.counterparts who had immigrated after the age of 5.

Second-generation youth more likely to report having been bullied or stolen fromSecond-generation youth more likely to report having been bullied or stolen from

Previous research has shown that being a victim is associated with a higher probability of committing either property-related or violent delinquency.Previous research has shown that being a victim is associated with a higher probability of committing either property-related or violent delinquency.
For some types of victimization, second-generation youth, youth who immigrated to Canada before age 5 and youth who immigrated after age 5For some types of victimization, second-generation youth, youth who immigrated to Canada before age 5 and youth who immigrated after age 5
reported higher rates of victimization than did native-born youth (Chart 3). For example, both youth who had immigrated after age 5 and second-reported higher rates of victimization than did native-born youth (Chart 3). For example, both youth who had immigrated after age 5 and second-
generation youth were more likely than native-born youth to report being stolen from or threatened. generation youth were more likely than native-born youth to report being stolen from or threatened. As well, second-generation youth were slightlyAs well, second-generation youth were slightly
more likely to report being bullied - 22% of second-generation youth reported having been bullied compared to 20% of native-born youth.more likely to report being bullied - 22% of second-generation youth reported having been bullied compared to 20% of native-born youth.

Chart 3Chart 3  
Self-reported victimization rates, by generational status, Toronto, 2006Self-reported victimization rates, by generational status, Toronto, 2006

* indicates that the difference is statistically significant between this group and native-born youth* indicates that the difference is statistically significant between this group and native-born youth  
Source:Source: Statistics Canada,  Statistics Canada, International Youth Survey, 2006International Youth Survey, 2006..

As mentioned previously, higher rates of victimization tend to be associated with higher rates of delinquency. Therefore, the higher rates ofAs mentioned previously, higher rates of victimization tend to be associated with higher rates of delinquency. Therefore, the higher rates of
victimization observed among youth who immigrated after age 5 cannot explain why they would report lower rates of property-delinquency. victimization observed among youth who immigrated after age 5 cannot explain why they would report lower rates of property-delinquency. If anything,If anything,
one would expect these victimization experiences to be reflected in a higher likelihood of violent delinquency; however, this proved not to be the case.one would expect these victimization experiences to be reflected in a higher likelihood of violent delinquency; however, this proved not to be the case.

After victimization experiences have been taken into account, youth who immigrated after age 5 become even less likely than their native-bornAfter victimization experiences have been taken into account, youth who immigrated after age 5 become even less likely than their native-born
counterparts to report property-related delinquency. Second-generation youth also become less likely than native-born youth to report property-relatedcounterparts to report property-related delinquency. Second-generation youth also become less likely than native-born youth to report property-related
delinquency, a relationship that was not observed when victimization was not accounted for. A new relationship also emerged between violentdelinquency, a relationship that was not observed when victimization was not accounted for. A new relationship also emerged between violent
delinquency and generational status once victimization experiences were accounted for: delinquency and generational status once victimization experiences were accounted for: Given similar levels of victimization experiences, youth whoGiven similar levels of victimization experiences, youth who
immigrated after age 5 were half as likely to report committing violent delinquency as their native-born counterparts.immigrated after age 5 were half as likely to report committing violent delinquency as their native-born counterparts.

Immigrant youth's relationships with family help account for lower rate of property delinquencyImmigrant youth's relationships with family help account for lower rate of property delinquency

Immigrant youth differ from their native-born counterparts in other ways, for example, in the amount of time they spend with friends and family. AllImmigrant youth differ from their native-born counterparts in other ways, for example, in the amount of time they spend with friends and family. All
respondents were asked to report with whom they spent the majority of their free time. Youth could respond that they spent the majority of their timerespondents were asked to report with whom they spent the majority of their free time. Youth could respond that they spent the majority of their time
alone, with family or with friends. alone, with family or with friends. Compared to their native-born counterparts, second-generation youth, youth who immigrated before age 5 and,Compared to their native-born counterparts, second-generation youth, youth who immigrated before age 5 and,
especially, youth who immigrated after age 5 were more likely to report spending the majority of his or her free time with family and less likely toespecially, youth who immigrated after age 5 were more likely to report spending the majority of his or her free time with family and less likely to
report spending the majority of his or her free time with friends (Chart 4).report spending the majority of his or her free time with friends (Chart 4).
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Chart 4Chart 4  
Proportion of youth who reported spending the majority of their time with family or friends, by generational status,Proportion of youth who reported spending the majority of their time with family or friends, by generational status,
Toronto 2006Toronto 2006

Source:Source: Statistics Canada,  Statistics Canada, International Youth Survey, 2006International Youth Survey, 2006..

Youth who immigrated after the age of 5 were also less likely to report that they went out at night unaccompanied by parents – 89%of native-bornYouth who immigrated after the age of 5 were also less likely to report that they went out at night unaccompanied by parents – 89%of native-born
youth reported going out at night, compared to 73% of youth who had immigrated after age 5. Finally, a smaller proportion (10%) of youth whoyouth reported going out at night, compared to 73% of youth who had immigrated after age 5. Finally, a smaller proportion (10%) of youth who
immigrated after the age of 5 reported having delinquent peers, that is, peers who find illegal acts acceptable, compared to native-born youth (23%).immigrated after the age of 5 reported having delinquent peers, that is, peers who find illegal acts acceptable, compared to native-born youth (23%).
Notably, native-born youth were significantly more likely to report having delinquent peers than any of the immigrant groups.Notably, native-born youth were significantly more likely to report having delinquent peers than any of the immigrant groups.

Youth in the International Youth Survey also reported on the quality of their relationships with their mother and father. While there were no significantYouth in the International Youth Survey also reported on the quality of their relationships with their mother and father. While there were no significant
differences among the generational status groups in youth reporting that they got along well with their mothers, second-generation youth were lessdifferences among the generational status groups in youth reporting that they got along well with their mothers, second-generation youth were less
likely than all of the other generational status groups to report getting along well with their fathers.likely than all of the other generational status groups to report getting along well with their fathers.

Once peer and family factors are taken into account, second-generation youth, youth who immigrated before age 5 and youth who immigrated afterOnce peer and family factors are taken into account, second-generation youth, youth who immigrated before age 5 and youth who immigrated after
age 5 become no more or less likely to report property delinquency. This suggests that it is the difference in their relations with family and friendsage 5 become no more or less likely to report property delinquency. This suggests that it is the difference in their relations with family and friends
which help account for the decreased rate of property delinquency observed among youth who had immigrated after the age of 5.which help account for the decreased rate of property delinquency observed among youth who had immigrated after the age of 5.

However, once peer and family relationships were taken into account, second-generation youth were more likely to report violent delinquency than theirHowever, once peer and family relationships were taken into account, second-generation youth were more likely to report violent delinquency than their
native-born counterparts.native-born counterparts.

Key factors associated with delinquencyKey factors associated with delinquency

In the final analysis, it is factors other than generational status that account for differences across generational groups in rates of property-related andIn the final analysis, it is factors other than generational status that account for differences across generational groups in rates of property-related and
violent delinquency. Having delinquent peers has the strongest effect on all youth in terms of explaining rates of self-reported delinquency. The odds ofviolent delinquency. Having delinquent peers has the strongest effect on all youth in terms of explaining rates of self-reported delinquency. The odds of
reporting property delinquency were more than three and a half times higher for youth who had delinquent peers than for those who did not. Youth whoreporting property delinquency were more than three and a half times higher for youth who had delinquent peers than for those who did not. Youth who
reported having delinquent peers were almost three times more likely to report violent delinquency as those without delinquent peers.reported having delinquent peers were almost three times more likely to report violent delinquency as those without delinquent peers.

Relationships with family also play an important role. In particular, youth who spent the majority of their time alone or with friends had higher odds ofRelationships with family also play an important role. In particular, youth who spent the majority of their time alone or with friends had higher odds of
reporting property delinquency. Youth who spent the majority of their time with friends were also more likely to report violent delinquency. reporting property delinquency. Youth who spent the majority of their time with friends were also more likely to report violent delinquency. As well,As well,
youth who reported a good relationship with their mother were less likely to report violent delinquency.youth who reported a good relationship with their mother were less likely to report violent delinquency.

Victimization experiences also emerge as an important factor. Youth who themselves had been stolen from were more likely to report property-relatedVictimization experiences also emerge as an important factor. Youth who themselves had been stolen from were more likely to report property-related
delinquency. Youth who had been stolen from or hit were more likely to report violent delinquency.delinquency. Youth who had been stolen from or hit were more likely to report violent delinquency.

Finally, school-related variables play a role as well. Youth who aspire to university were less likely to report either type of delinquency while youth whoFinally, school-related variables play a role as well. Youth who aspire to university were less likely to report either type of delinquency while youth who
skipped school were more likely to do so. Youth who felt that their school was 'unsafe' were also more likely to report having committed acts of violentskipped school were more likely to do so. Youth who felt that their school was 'unsafe' were also more likely to report having committed acts of violent
delinquency.delinquency.

ConclusionConclusion

Overall, this analysis shows that there are some key characteristics of youth that act as protective factors with respect to delinquent behaviour. RatesOverall, this analysis shows that there are some key characteristics of youth that act as protective factors with respect to delinquent behaviour. Rates
of self-reported delinquency were lower for youth who aspired to a university education, who spent most of their time with their families and who, inof self-reported delinquency were lower for youth who aspired to a university education, who spent most of their time with their families and who, in
the case of violent delinquency, reported having a close relationship with their mothers. Immigrant youth who had arrived in Canada after the age of 5the case of violent delinquency, reported having a close relationship with their mothers. Immigrant youth who had arrived in Canada after the age of 5
were more likely to exhibit these characteristics and, as a result of these protective factors, were less likely than other generational status groups towere more likely to exhibit these characteristics and, as a result of these protective factors, were less likely than other generational status groups to
report commiting property delinquency.report commiting property delinquency.

While the findings were similar with respect to violent delinquency, there is one exception to note: Given similar relationships with families and friends,While the findings were similar with respect to violent delinquency, there is one exception to note: Given similar relationships with families and friends,
second-generation youth remain at higher risk of reporting violent delinquency than their native-born counterparts.second-generation youth remain at higher risk of reporting violent delinquency than their native-born counterparts.

Table A1Table A1  
Age distribution, by generational status, International Youth Survey, Toronto, 2006Age distribution, by generational status, International Youth Survey, Toronto, 2006
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  AgeAge

1212 1313 1414 1515 1616

Generational StatusGenerational Status

Native-bornNative-born 17.517.5 32.532.5 37.937.9 11.311.3 0.90.9

Second generationSecond generation 22.922.9 35.635.6 32.032.0 9.09.0 0.40.4

Immigrated before age 5Immigrated before age 5 20.220.2 35.235.2 26.826.8 16.716.7 1.11.1

Immigrated after age 5Immigrated after age 5 17.817.8 30.630.6 30.630.6 19.019.0 2.12.1

TotalTotal 20.420.4 33.833.8 32.532.5 12.412.4 0.90.9

Source:Source: Statistics Canada,  Statistics Canada, International Youth Survey, 2006International Youth Survey, 2006..
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