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These PowerPoint presentations 
and corresponding teacher notes 
and activities accompany and 
support the learning activities for 
“What is an ecosystem?” and the 
Statistics Canada publication, 
Human Activity and the 
Environment 2013: Measuring 
ecosystem goods and services in 
Canada.

Title slide

Set #1: What is an ecosystem? 

Set #1 of a three-part series, this presentation and related learning 
materials include the following activities:

- Learners discuss possible understandings of ‘ecosystem’ and
ecosystem attributes.

- Learners identify images that reflect the three attributes of an 
ecosystem.

- Learners identify the differences between ecosystems and habitats.
- Learners use the attributes to judge whether the various

environments are ecosystems. 

Key learning outcomes:
- understand the attributes of 
ecosystems  
- understand the importance of 
studying ecosystems

Intended audience: grades 7 to
12 social studies, geography, 
science, biology, and 
environmental education classes;
introductory post-secondary

http://us.fotolia.com/id/5470456
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Think about the task  

Today’s task Is this an 
ecosystem?

What will I learn?
• why it might be important to study ecosystems
• how to identify the key attributes of ecosystems
• how ecosystems and habitats differ

Slide 1
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What is an ecosystem?
What attributes of an ecosystem can be 

identified in the picture? 

THINK about the 
word and the 
picture

TALK to a partner

SHARE with the 
class

Decode the word 

Slide 2
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Identify the attributes 
Ecosystems are

communities of living species…

LOOK at the images carefully
DESCRIBE what you see to your partner
IDENTIFY which image best exhibits this 

attributeSlide 3
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Identify the attributes 

Ecosystems are communities of living species, 
together with their environment…

.

LOOK at the images carefully
DESCRIBE what you see to your partner
IDENTIFY which image best exhibits this 

attributeSlide 4
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Identify the attributes 

Ecosystems are communities of living species, together with their environment,

that function and interact as a unit.

LOOK at the images carefully
DESCRIBE what you see to your partner
IDENTIFY which image best exhibits this 

attributeSlide 5
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Is this an ecosystem? 

LOOK at the 
image carefully

DECIDE which 
attributes are 

present

DECIDE which 
attributes are 
not present
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What’s the difference? 

An ecosystem and habitat are different but closely 
related.

What is the difference between an ecosystem and a 
habitat?

Slide 7
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Is this an ecosystem? 

LOOK at the image 
carefully

DECIDE if this is an 
ecosystem

RECORD your 
reasons

SHARE your top 
reasons
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