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(ey learning outcomes: \

- understand the attributes of
ecosystems

- understand the importance of
studying ecosystems

Intended audience: grades 7 to
12 social studies, geography,
science, biology, and
environmental education classes;

introductory post-secondary
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Think about the task

Is this an
ecosystem?
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What will | learn?

* why it might be important to study ecosystems
* how to identify the key attributes of ecosystems
* how ecosystems and habitats differ

\ 4
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Decode the word

What is an ecosystem?

What attributes of an ecosystem can be
identified in the picture?

THINK about the
word and the
picture

TALK to a partner

SHARE with the
class
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Identify the attributes

Ecosystems are

communities of living species...
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LOOK at the images carefully
DESCRIBE what you see to your partner
IDENTIFY which image best exhibits this

attribute
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Identify the attributes
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LOOK at the images carefully
DESCRIBE what you see to your partner

. IDENTIFY which image best exhibits this
Slide 4 attribute
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Identify the attributes

Ecosystems are communities of living species, together with their environment,

that function and interact as a unit.
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LOOK at the images carefully
DESCRIBE what you see to your partner
IDENTIFY which image best exhibits this

attribute
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Is this an ecosystem?

4 )

LOOK at the
image carefully

DECIDE which
attributes are
present

DECIDE which
attributes are
not present

hitman / U.S. Geological Survey
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What’s the difference?

An ecosystem and habitat are different but closely
related.

What is the difference between an ecosystem and a
habitat? y
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Is this an ecosystem?

LOOK at the image
carefully

DECIDE if this is an
ecosystem

RECORD your
reasons

SHARE your top
reasons
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