
Survey of Drinking Water Plants – 2011

Table 4
Potable water use by sector and average daily use — Province and territory

Potable water volume Average daily residential use Average daily
total use

Residential 1 Industrial,
commercial,
institutional
and other

non-residential

Losses
from the

distribution
system

Wholesale
water

provided to
other

jurisdictions 2

Sector
of use

unknown3

Total Volume per
capita of the
population

served 1

Responding
population

served 1

Volume per
capita of the
population

served 4

millions of cubic metres litres/person/day persons litres/person/day

Canada 2,195.8A 1,091.7A 673.3A 212.3A 930.1 A 5,103.1A 251A 23,977,930A 483A
Newfoundland and Labrador 27.0B 10.3C 2.8C F 81.6 A 121.8A 530A 139,591A 810A
Prince Edward Island 5.6A 3.6A 1.0A 0.0… 1.2 A 11.4A 284A 53,923A 491A
Nova Scotia 42.7B 21.9B 17.6B 1.3D 13.7C 97.2A 225A 519,094B 462A
New Brunswick 27.8A 9.6A 4.2A 1.5B 46.6 A 89.6A 293A 259,409A 645A
Quebec 578.4A 257.0A 301.3A 16.7B 492.4 A 1,645.7A 364A 4,357,993A 628A
Ontario 793.0A 427.4A 194.5A 126.4A 128.7 A 1,670.0A 208A 10,464,326A 407A
Manitoba 57.9A 31.5A 17.5A 4.3A 5.9 B 117.2A 173A 918,025A 332A
Saskatchewan 50.2A 34.0A 15.0A 4.2A 18.6 A 121.9A 200A 686,351A 414A
Alberta 201.1A 96.8A 45.1A 55.6A 41.9 A 440.5A 187A 2,953,454A 373A
British Columbia 403.6A 197.0A 74.1A 2.2D 94.8 A 771.7A 312A 3,545,689A 532A
Yukon 5.7A 1.9A 0.2A 0.0As 0.9 A 8.7A 573A 27,096A 776A
Northwest Territories 1.4D 0.3D F 0.1E 3.7 A 5.5B 214B 17,590C 374A
Nunavut 1.4B 0.4B 0.1C F 0.1 A 2.0B F F F

1. These figures represent the results for plants that reported the percentage of potable water used by the residential sector. Higher proportions of unknown water
use reduce the accuracy of average daily residential water use estimates.

2. For plants reporting wholesale water, other data sources and administrative data for the jurisdictions served was used as much as possible in order to
allocate their water to the other categories.

3. Some respondents did not know how a portion or all of their water was utilized.
4. These figures represent the total population served by all plants and the total volume of potable water produced.
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals due to rounding.
Source(s): Statistics Canada, 2013, Environment Accounts and Statistics Division, Survey of Drinking Water Plants (survey number 5149).
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