
Survey of Drinking Water Plants – 2011

Table 3-1
Treatment methods — Population served, operation and maintenance costs and potable water volumes, by treatment
category

Potable water volume by source water typePopulation
served

Operation and
maintenance costs 1 Surface

water
Groundwater

and groundwater
under the direct

influence of
surface water

Total

persons millions of dollars millions of cubic metres

Treatment category 2

All categories 28,945,736 A 881.9 A 4,522.9 A 580.3 A 5,103.1 A
Conventional treatment 15,545,909 A 502.9 A 2,447.7 A 31.6 A 2,479.2 A
Direct filtration 3,533,018 A 59.5 A 558.5 A 14.4 A 572.9 A
Granular media filtration 2,149,084 A 54.8 A 610.6 A 61.1 A 671.7 A
Cartridge or bag filter 24,820 B 3.3 B 1.2 E 2.4 A 3.5 C
Slow sand filtration 115,098 A 6.2 B 13.1 B 9.0 A 22.1 A
Granular media filtration with other filtration 73,037 B 4.6 B 7.5 D 5.2 A 12.7 C
Membrane filtration 780,830 A 55.1 A 133.9 A 6.5 B 140.5 A
Membrane filtration with other filtration 1,486,363 A 17.9 A 239.7 A 2.5 B 242.1 A
Disinfection only 2,539,140 A 93.3 A 284.7 A 204.6 A 489.3 A
Disinfection and other (unfiltered systems) 2,217,521 A 68.2 A 220.6 A 160.4 A 381.0 A
No treatment 403,181 B 13.5 A 5.4 E 71.9 B 77.2 B
No disinfection with other treatment 77,735 B 2.4 B 0.0 … 10.7 B 10.7 B

1. Includes costs related to the acquisition and treatment, but not the distribution, of water.
2. Plants were assigned to a category based on the reported treatment processes in section 3 of the questionnaire. Refer to Appendix I for the main processes

applied in each treatment category.
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals due to rounding.
Source(s): Statistics Canada, 2013, Environment Accounts and Statistics Division, Survey of Drinking Water Plants (survey number 5149).
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