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Internet adoption within households has been characterized as being the tool of the well 
educated, higher income, younger households, those with children and household with 
members that are active in the labour force (Dickinson and Ellison, 2000). As well 
attention has been given to Internet use for selected demographics (Silver, 2001). 
 
Our use of the information highway is changing as more households opt to connect using 
higher speed access (Ellison, 2003 and Veenhof, Neogi and van Tol, 2003). Broadband 
expands the amount of information that can be sent over networks to and from our 
computers. The capacity change improves the speed, quality, capability and use of 
applications that are band-width hungry. 
 
Broadband use will affect the way in which we communicate between ourselves, our 
work and vendors and how we access features to monitor our health, interact with 
government and even socialize on the Internet. 
 
This paper will provide an overview of High Speed Internet access in Canadian 
households in 2001 and 2002. Who uses or does not use broadband access, their 
locations, economic impacts to electronic commerce and who is presently left behind will 
be explored (Ellison, Earl and Ogg 2001). This information will be useful to government 
departments ramping up their service provision for Government-on-line as well as for the 
private sector to better understand their reach into our homes. 
 
This research topic is not only centered on Infrastructure but crosscuts the other three 
themes presented in the Conference Guidelines for the Economic Conference 2004 
hosted by Statistics Canada.  
 
References 
 
Dickinson, P., and Ellison, J. 2000.  "Plugging In: The Increase of Household Internet 
Use Continues into 1999" in Connectedness Series. Catalogue No. 56F0004MPE, No. 1.  
Ottawa. Statistics Canada. 
 
Ellison J.  “High-Speed Internet Use” in Innovation Analysis Bulletin, Catalogue No. 
88-003-XIE, Vol. 5, No. 1, Pg7.  Ottawa, Statistics Canada. 
 



Ellison, J., Earl, L, and Ogg, S.  2001 “Internet Shopping in Canada” in Connectedness 
Series.  Catalogue No. 56F00004MPE, No. 3. Ottawa. Statistics Canada. 
 
Silver, C.   “Internet Use among Older Canadians” in Connectedness Series.  Catalogue 
No. 56F00004MPE, No. 4. Ottawa. Statistics Canada. 
 
Veenhof, Neogi and van Tol, 2003, “High-speed on the Information Highway: 
Broadband in Canada” in Connectedness Series. Catalogue No. 56F00004MPE, No. 10 
 
 


