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Innovation in natural resource industries occurs within an interactive system of actors 
including resource management, extraction or harvesting of raw materials (mining and 
forestry industries), manufacturers of products from raw materials, support services to 
actors in the system, and manufacturers of machinery, equipment and instruments used 
by the actors in the system.   
 
Innovation in natural resource industries is vital for this industry sector to be competitive 
in the global economy. Competitive advantage can be gained through development of 
new products, adoption and use of new technologies, and improvements to organizational 
structure or improved management techniques. The industries that support natural 
resource extraction or harvesting industries play an important role in the innovation 
system. Some support service industries include surveying and mapping, contract 
drilling, other support activities for mining, support activities for forestry, and geomatics.   
 
How does innovation occur in natural resource support service industries?  Are there 
other service industries that have mining and forestry industries as clients?  What 
percentage of these businesses are innovative?  Are innovations developed mainly by 
their business or the firm the business is part of alone or in are they developed in co-
operation with or completely by other firms or organizations?  What types of innovations 
are these businesses undertaking? What are the innovation activities of industries with 
higher innovation rates?  Do businesses that carry out R&D have higher innovation rates 
than those who do not?  What are the industries that carry out geomatics activities?  How 
innovative are businesses in these industries? These issues will be addressed in the paper. 
 
The Survey of Innovation 2003 surveyed firms in information and communication 
technology (ICT) service industries, selected professional, scientific and technical 
industries, selected natural resource support service industries and selected transportation 
industries.  Data from this survey will be used to carry out analysis on collaboration, 
sources of information for innovation, the type and novelty of innovation and the 
innovation activities of natural resource support service businesses.   
 


