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Abstract 
 
The link between work and poverty dates back many years.  However, only recently have social policy experts been 
paying more attention to the working poor* problem in Canada, as the tightening of welfare programs raised questions 
about the effectiveness of work as a means to escape poverty.  While the United States have been monitoring the 
working poor for almost 15 years and European countries started to do so lately, in Canada there is no official 
definition of the working poor and we still don’t know much about this group.  In this presentation, we will offer a new 
definition of the working poor that is relevant for research and for policy-making and we will draw a descriptive profile 
of the working poor in Canada based on Statistics Canada’s Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics (SLID).  This will 
allow us to answer questions such as: What proportion of workers was poor in 2001?  How many people were affected 
by working poverty?  What are the main factors associated with being poor among workers?  Etc.  The presentation 
will also provide an overview of the type of policies and programs that are available in North America and in Europe to 
support the working poor. 
 
*For the sake of efficiency of language as well as to be consistent with international terminology, we refer to 
people living in low income as being poor throughout this presentation.  Therefore, expressions such as ‘working 
poor’ or ‘poverty’ in truth refer to individuals and/or families who live in low income (as defined by Statistics 
Canada’s Low Income Cut Off – Income After Tax). 
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