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There is a growing interest among social scientists, policy-makers and statisticians, both in Canada and internationally, 
in the group of institutions known as “nonprofit”, “voluntary”, “civil society” or the “third” or “independent” sector.  
These organizations play a critical role in society, unique in many respects from that of governments or for-profit firms, 
and central to community engagement and to the building of social capital.  Despite its acknowledged importance, 
reliable quantitative information on the size, scope and impact of the nonprofit sector has, until very recently, been 
lacking.   
 
The Satellite Account of Nonprofit Institutions and Volunteering provides new information on the nature of Canada’s 
nonprofit sector in economic terms. It redefines sector boundaries in the Canadian System of National Accounts to put 
the nonprofit sector on an equal footing with other economic sectors. Economic accounts record nonprofit production, 
incomes, outlays and saving. Because nonprofit institutions rely heavily on volunteers, standard economic measures are 
extended to account for a replacement cost value of volunteer work, allowing for a more complete valuation of their 
economic activity. 
 
This paper explores satellite account findings, describing the character of the sector’s economic contribution in a range 
of dimensions. It also emphasizes challenges in establishing concepts, data sources and estimation methods to build 
macro-economic statistics for these important players in Canadian society.   
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