
III-B 
 

Indoor Air: An unidentified capital 
 

Soheil Rastan1,  Edward Morofsky2, Fariborz Haghighat3 and Janusz Kozinski4 
 
 
Abstract 
  
To what extent does indoor air impact the health, productivity and the economy of a 
nation? The potential health impacts of exposures to indoor pollutants such as microbial 
growth, household products, finishes and furnishings, and the lack of effective 
ventilation in many buildings have raised the concern of building occupants towards the 
quality of indoor air they breathe. Currently, indoor air quality statistics relative to 
outdoor air and related environmental and health statistics are rarely reported. Yet, 
ironically, people spend most of their lives indoors. Statistical, health or environmental 
agencies have limited data on the quality of indoor air breathed by the population and 
there seems to be a general tendency to view "air quality" as an outdoor phenomenon. 
This paper explores the possibility of establishing an indoor air quality indicator. It 
addresses the need for a coordinated action on indoor air quality, and it outlines the 
opportunities available to economists and statisticians to filling in data gaps. While 
addressing the challenges and complexities involved, the paper presents a comparison 
between the quality of indoor air and the quality of outdoor air. Other considerations 
such as the roles of the government(s), property owners and buildings occupants are 
also explored. 
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