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Among persons with disabilities, dynamic 
disabilities were more common…

…among women+ than men+2

… and among persons aged 25 to 64 years 
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In 2022, 35.2% of persons with disabilities 
aged 15 years and over in Canada had 
continuous limitations, while 64.2% had 
dynamic disabilities, meaning they 
experienced progressive, recurrent or 
fluctuating limitations.1 

Among persons with dynamic disabilities, periods without limitations varied in length
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72.7% of people with very severe disabilities and 70.7% of people with more than 
three types of disabilities had dynamic disabilities
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Disability is often seen as a constant, unchanging condition, but many individuals 
experience it differently. Some people have dynamic disabilities, with limitations 
that fluctuate, worsen, improve or occur in intermittent episodes over time.
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1. Limitations can be progressive, meaning a person’s ability to do daily activities gets worse over time. They can also be recurrent, where a person has periods of one month 
or more without any limitations and their ability to do daily activities gets better, stays the same or changes. Lastly, limitations can be �uctuating, meaning the person does 
not have any periods of one month or more without limitations, but their ability to do daily activities �uctuates. For more information on the categories of dynamic 
disabilities, please consult the report “The Dynamics of Disability: Progressive, Recurrent or Fluctuating Limitations.”

2. The “women+” category includes women as well as some non-binary persons, while the “men+” category includes men as well as some non-binary persons.
Note: The Canadian Survey on Disability covers persons aged 15 years and over in Canada who experience limitations in their daily activities because of a long-term condition 
or health-related problem.


