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Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.
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The number of police-reported hate 
crimes increased 37% during the 
first year of the pandemic. This 
increase was mostly due to more 
incidents targeting race or ethnicity, 
which nearly doubled.

The majority of police-reported hate crimes were non-violent offences. 

In 2020, 20% of hate crimes were 
motivated by religion.

In 2020, 62% of all police-reported hate crimes 
were motivated by race or ethnicity.

% CHANGE 

+87%

TOTAL

884

1,594

+80% % CHANGE 

TOTAL

613

515

-16%

1 Motivations based on race or ethnicity not otherwise stated and those that target more than 
one group.

3 Includes mental or physical disabilities, 
language, age and other similar factors.

2 Motivations based on religions not otherwise stated.

Hate crimes motivated by 
sexual orientation fell slightly 

after peaking in 2019. NUMBER OF 
HATE CRIMES, 2020

CHANGE IN NUMBER 
OF HATE CRIMES, 2019 
TO 2020
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Sexual orientation

-2%265 259

% change

Sex or gender

-18%56 46

Other3

+52%94 143

Note: Hate crime counts include both confirmed and suspected hate crime incidents. Information reflects data 
reported by police services covering 99.7% of the population of Canada.
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Non-violent offences
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In 2020, most provinces and two 
territories reported increases. 

Other non-violent offences  

All mischief  
Common assault (level 1)

Uttering threats  

Other violent offences  
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