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Canadian firms have been investing in robots since the 1990s. By 2017, firms were using over $1.5 billion worth of robots.
The auto sector was the largest investor before 2008, but other industries were more active beginning in 2010.
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Robot investment has proliferated in other industries both in and outside manufacturing, especially after 2008.

Robot stock by industry, manufacturing industries, selected years Robot stock by industry, industries outside of manufacturing, selected years
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The impact of robots on employment 77

y i
&* P A
@ i

1 15% |
Employment in firms that use

— @
‘j\

- robots was on average
increased 15% higher than before
employment they began using robots.

From 2001 to 2006, firms that used robots
Note: Robot stocks calculated based on 12-year useful life suggested by the International Federation of Robotics.
emplo)’Ed fewer Mmanagers than Sources: Statistics Canada, Import Data, National Accounts Longitudinal Microdata File, and Workplace and Employee Survey.

firms that did not use robots.
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