ILLICIT DRUG OVERDOSE DEATHS, 2011-2016 | British Columbia and Surrey

In 2016, British Columbia’s provincial health officer declared a public health emergency in response to a rise in illicit drug overdoses
and related deaths. Between 2011 and 2016 there were 2,362 confirmed illicit drug overdose deaths in British Columbia and 332
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Statistics Canada, in partnership with the BC Coroners Service, City of Surrey, Surrey Fire Service, Surrey RCMP Detachment,
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Approximately one quarter of decedents were hospitalized in the 12 months prior to death. The
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Approximately 40% of decedents visited the emergency department in the 12 months prior to
death. Multiple visits to an emergency department were not uncommon.
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