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Perceptions of gender-based violence and gender equality, identity and expression in
Canada, 2025: Highlights

e According to the 2025 Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces, most people felt that violence between intimate
partners was unacceptable, that women face obstacles that make it harder for them to get ahead, that same-sex
partners should have the same rights to adopt children as opposite-sex partners, and that everyone should be free to
express their gender however they choose. Women were generally more likely to hold these opinions than men.

e Attitudes shifted slightly from 2018 to 2025, toward less agreement with statements that excuse or legitimize
gender-based violence. For example, in 2025 smaller proportions of women (13%) and men (18%) agreed that it is
understandable that someone would react violently if they suspected their partner of having an affair, compared to
2018 (16% and 20%).

e Fewer people agreed that individuals should be free to express their gender however they choose in 2025 compared
with 2018. Among women, the proportion who agreed decreased from 85% in 2018 to 77% in 2025. Among men, the
decrease was from 78% to 70%.

e Agreement that people should be able to express their gender was higher among First Nations women (82%) than
non-Indigenous women (77%). Among racialized women, proportions who supported gender expression among
Filipina women (82%) and Southeast Asian women (79%) were similar to non-racialized, non-Indigenous women
(80%).

e LGB+ people (i.e. persons whose reported sexual orientation is lesbian, gay, bisexual, or another sexual orientation
that is not heterosexual) were more likely to agree that women face more obstacles to getting ahead than men,
among both women (89%, versus 74% of heterosexual women) and men (76% versus 51%).

e The proportion of gender-diverse individuals who agreed with statements supporting gender expression or gender
equality was larger than it was among cisgender women and cisgender men. For example, the vast majority (97%) of
gender-diverse people felt that people should be able to express their gender however they choose, compared with
77% of cisgender women and 69% of cisgender men.

*  When asked if they thought women face significant obstacles to getting ahead, agreement was highest among
younger women aged 15 to 24 (78%) and 25 to 34 (78%). This was a departure from what was noted in 2018, when
the highest levels of agreement were among women aged 55 and older (77%).

* In 2025, women and men who had experienced intimate partner violence, sexual assault or unwanted sexualized
behaviours were generally the most likely to disagree with statements that legitimize or excuse gender-based
violence.
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Perceptions of gender-based violence and gender equality, identity and expression in
Canada, 2025

by Marta Burczycka and Adam Cotter

People’s perceptions of gender, gender expression and gender equality can reflect broader social structures and norms,
which may legitimize gender-based violence and inequality and make them seem acceptable, inevitable or normal (Jewkes
et al. 2014; Fleming et al. 2015). In 2025, Statistics Canada conducted the Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces
(SSPPS) for the second time. In addition to providing a measure of people’s experiences of gender-based violence, the
survey included questions aimed at measuring people’s attitudes toward gender-based and intimate partner violence, gender
equality, and gender expression in Canada.

Using data from both the 2025 SSPPS and the survey’s first iteration in 2018, this Juristat article examines perceptions of
gender equality, gender identity, gender expression, and gender-based violence. This article examines these perceptions with
a particular focus on shifts in attitudes since 2018. Characteristics associated with perceptions are also explored, including
gender, age, sexual orientation, geographic location, Indigenous identity, racialized group, and experiences of gender-based
violence.

Text box 1
Measuring perceptions of gender-based violence, gender expression and gender equality with the
Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces

In both its 2018 and 2025 cycles, the Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS) used a series of eight
statements to measure people’s perceptions (i.e., attitudes) of gender-based violence, gender expression and gender
equality. Respondents were asked whether they strongly agreed, agreed, neither agreed nor disagreed, disagreed or
strongly disagreed with each statement.

Of the eight statements, four aimed to measure people’s attitudes toward the perceived acceptability of intimate partner
violence in certain contexts, acceptance of controlling behaviour in intimate relationships, and the credibility of allegations
of sexual assault:

e Violence between partners can be excused if people get so angry they lose control
e |tis understandable that someone would react violently if they suspect their partner of having an affair
* People have the right to check who their partner has been calling or texting at all times

*  People who report sexual assault are almost always telling the truth

The remaining four statements touched on gender equality, gender identity and expression, and the rights of LGB+
people (i.e. persons whose reported sexual orientation is lesbian, gay, bisexual, or another sexual orientation that is not
heterosexual):

e There are significant obstacles that make it harder for women to get ahead than men
e Same-sex and opposite-sex couples should have the same rights to adopt children
e People should be able to express their gender however they choose

e | would support a family member if they came out as transgender

All but one of these statements were the same in both the 2018 and 2025 versions of the survey, enabling direct
comparisons and analysis of change over time. In 2025, the statement “I would support a family member if they came out
as transgender” was reworded from its 2018 version, “If a family member of mine came out as transgender, | would not be
able to support them.” Because of this change, analysis of change over time for this statement specifically should be done
with caution.
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Section 1: Trends in perceptions of gender-based violence and gender equality, identity and
expression

In 2025, as in 2018, most women and men' in Canada felt that violence between intimate partners was unacceptable, that
women face ongoing inequality, that same-sex? partners should have the same rights as opposite-sex partners to adopt
children, and that all people have the right to gender expression (Table 1). Additionally, the proportions of women who held
these opinions continued to be larger than the proportions of men. Between 2018 and 2025, these attitudes showed little
change—though some subtle differences were noted.

Slight shifts in attitudes about gender-based violence among women and men

The SSPPS measures people’s attitudes toward gender-based violence through four questions specific to intimate partner
violence and sexual assault (see Text box 1). In 2025, as in 2018, the majority of people 15 years of age and older in Canada
disagreed with statements that accept, excuse or legitimize behaviours related to these types of violence. Additionally,
compared to 2018, a slightly larger proportion of people disagreed with most of these statements in 2025. In both 2018 and
2025, women were generally more likely than men to hold opinions that reject the legitimacy of gender-based violence.

In 2025, almost nine in ten people disagreed?® with the idea that violence between partners can be excused if people get

so angry they lose control, with marginally higher disagreement among women (88%) than men (85%) (Table 1).* Among
women, this proportion was unchanged from 2018. Among men, a slightly larger proportion disagreed with the statement in
2025, compared with 2018 (83%). In addition, slightly fewer men agreed or strongly agreed with this statement in 2025 (7%)
compared to 2018 (9%).

Women and men were also asked if they felt that it is understandable that someone would react violently if they suspected
their partner of having an affair. In 2025, as in 2018, women were less likely than men to agree with this statement. Among
both women and men, the proportions who agreed with this statement decreased slightly from 2018 to 2025. Among women,
the proportion declined from 16% in 2018 to 13% in 2025, while among men, it decreased from 20% to 18%.

In addition to questions on losing control and reactions to infidelity, the SSPPS also asked respondents if they thought
partners have the right to check who their partner has been calling or texting at all times—a scenario potentially illustrative of
coercive control in relationships (Mayhill & Hohl, 2019). Here, patterns differed somewhat from other statements on intimate
partner violence. Unlike other statements, a slightly larger proportion of women (18%) than men (17%) agreed with this
statement. Additionally, the proportions who disagreed with the statement decreased slightly from 2018 to 2025, among both
women (from 58% to 56%) and men (from 60% to 57%).

Sexual assault is an especially gendered form of violence, with women making up the vast majority of victims according to
both self-reported and police-reported data (Cotter, 2024; Cotter & Burczycka, 2026). Victims often choose not to seek help
or report their experiences to police for fear of not being believed, especially in the face of prevailing myths and stereotypes
surrounding sexual assault (Office of the Federal Ombudsperson for Victims of Crime, 2025). When asked whether they
thought people who report sexual assault are almost always telling the truth, considerably more women (67%) than men
(50%) agreed, the largest gap noted among all statements related to gender-based violence in 2025. Among both women
and men, the proportion who agreed with the statement increased from 2018 (from 62% of women and 47% of men in 2018).
Relatively large proportions of both women and men stated that they neither agreed nor disagreed with this statement, in both
2018 and 2025 (Chart 1).
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Chart 1
Levels of agreement with the statement "people who report sexual assault are almost always telling
the truth”, by gender, Canada, 2018 and 2025
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Attitudes about gender expression show move toward less acceptance

As was the case in 2018, a considerably larger proportion of women than men held opinions supportive of transgender
people and gender expression. Among both women and men, however, perceptions moved toward less acceptance between
2018 and 2025.

In both 2018 and 2025, people were asked whether they thought that everyone should be able to express their gender
however they choose. While the majority of both women and men agreed with this statement, the proportions who did so
were notably smaller in 2025 than in 2018 (Table 1, Chart 2). Among women, the proportion who agreed decreased from 85%
in 2018 to 77% in 2025. Among men, the decrease was from 78% to 70%. For both women and men, these changes were
the most substantial among all eight gender-based violence, gender expression and gender equality statements included in
the survey.
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Chart 2
Levels of agreement with the statement "people should be able to express their gender however they
choose,” by gender, Canada, 2018 and 2025
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Similarly, changes were noted among both women and men when it came to whether they would support a family member if
they came out as transgender. Notably, the wording of this statement changed from 2018 to 2025 and so comparisons must
be made with caution (see Text box 1). However, results appear to align with those from the other statement about gender
expression discussed above: while 80% of women agreed with this position in 2018, the proportion declined to 77% in 2025.
Among men, 72% were in agreement in 2018, while in 2025, the proportion who agreed decreased to 65%.

Notably, these shifts in attitudes in Canada have coincided with a period of animated public discourse on the rights of
gender diverse (i.e. transgender and non-binary) people. At the same time that these rights are being further recognized by
the Canadian federal government (e.g., through the 2022 Federal 2SLGBTQI+ Action Plan, Women and Gender Equality
Canada, 2022), some provinces have enacted policies that limit the rights of transgender and non-binary people (Khonina &
Salway, 2025). Concurrently, while the visibility and public support for the rights of gender diverse people grew in the 2010s,
an increasingly vocal public discourse which aims to legitimize transphobic perspectives has been observed by some (Fish &
Russell, 2022; Moore & Lopuck, 2025).

In contrast to changing attitudes toward gender expression, individuals’ perceptions of whether same-sex and opposite-sex
couples should have the same rights to adopt children were unchanged. In 2025, more women (80%) than men (71%) agreed
with this position, proportions that were statistically the same as in 2018 (79% and 70%, respectively). The rights of same-sex
couples to adopt children have been entrenched in Canadian law since the 2005 Civil Marriage Act (MaclIntosh et.al., 2010).

Slight increase in women, decrease in men who feel women face significant obstacles to get ahead

In addition to statements about their perceptions of gender-based violence and the rights of transgender and LGB+ people,®
respondents to the SSPPS were asked whether they believe that there are significant obstacles that make it harder for
women to get ahead than men. In 2025, women (75%) were considerably more likely to agree with this statement than men
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(52%) (Table 1). Additionally, small changes were noted in the perceptions of both women and men: slightly more women
agreed with this statement in 2025 than in 2018 (72%), while among men the change moved in the opposite direction, with a
smaller proportion agreeing in 2025 than seven years prior (55%). Among men, this reflected a higher proportion stating that
they neither agree nor disagree in 2025 (24%) compared to 2018 (22%).

Text box 2
Perceptions of gender-based violence, gender equality, gender identity and gender expression
among the gender-diverse population

The Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS) collects information on both sex at birth and gender, which
includes the option for respondents to specify their gender. The term “cisgender” refers to people whose reported gender
corresponds to their reported sex at birth, while the term “transgender” refers to people whose reported gender does not
correspond to their reported sex at birth. In the present article, the term “non-binary” is used to describe all genders that
are neither exclusively man nor woman, although individuals might self-identify with other terms. The gender-diverse
population is relatively small, accounting for about 0.3% of the population 15 years of age and older as of the 2021
Census (Statistics Canada, 2022).

This Juristat article focuses on the perceptions of women (including cisgender and transgender women) and men
(including cisgender and transgender women), with non-binary respondents randomly recoded into one of these
categories during the data production process. This is done in order to maintain privacy and confidentiality, and also to
permit disaggregation by other individual characteristics, given the relatively small population.® That said, it is possible to
broadly examine the perceptions of transgender and non-binary people as a combined group.

Without exception, the proportion of gender diverse individuals who agreed with statements supporting gender expression
or gender equality was higher than it was among cisgender women and cisgender men (Chart 3). For example, the vast
majority (97%) of gender diverse people felt that people should be able to express their gender however they choose,
compared with 77% of cisgender women and 69% of cisgender men. Small proportions of gender diverse people
indicated that they do either do not agree that people should be able to express their gender however they choose (1.4%)
or that they neither agree nor disagree (1.4%).

More than nine in ten (94%) gender diverse people stated that they would support a family member who came out as
transgender. Again, this proportion was considerably larger than among cisgender women (76%) and cisgender men
(65%).
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Chart 3
Proportion who agree with selected statements related to gender equality and expression, by gender,
Canada, 2025
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Large differences were noted between gender-diverse individuals and cisgender men when it came to the proportion who
agreed that there are significant obstacles that make it harder for women to get ahead than men (87% versus 52%) and
that victims of sexual assault are almost always telling the truth (84% versus 49%).

When it came to whether they thought that same-sex and opposite-sex couples should have the same rights to adopt
children, 95% of gender diverse people were in agreement. Proportions were smaller among both cisgender women
(79%) and cisgender men (70%).

Though the magnitude of the gaps was smaller compared to other statements included in the survey, a higher proportion
of gender-diverse people disagreed with statements that could legitimize or excuse intimate partner violence, when
compared with cisgender women and men. For instance, 93% of gender-diverse people disagreed that violence between
partners can be excused if someone gets so angry they lose control, compared with 88% of cisgender women and 85% of
cisgender men.
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Section 2: Perceptions of gender expression and gender equality among population groups

For a deeper understanding of attitudes about issues related to gender-based violence and gender expression in 2025, two
of the eight perceptions questions were selected for more detailed analysis: “People should be able to express their gender
however they choose” and “There are significant obstacles that make it harder for women to get ahead than men”. These
statements were selected because they reflect the changes in attitudes measured by the SSPPS relative to 2018, as well as
the largest gap between the perceptions of women and men.

Respondents’ levels of agreement with these statements were examined according to various sociodemographic
characteristics, providing a more nuanced view of how different groups tend to perceive gender-related issues and how they
may differ across identities. With few exceptions, a larger proportion of women than men supported individuals’ ability to
express their gender and agreed that women face greater barriers to get ahead than men.

Overall, most people in Canada supported the position that individuals should be able to express their gender however they
choose, with almost eight in ten (77%) women and seven in ten (70%) men agreeing with this statement in 2025 (Table 1).
Additionally, opinions on gender expression also differed among some demographic groups in Canada. Within most of these
groups, women remained more likely than men to support people’s ability to express their gender.

Younger women more likely than older women to support people’s gender expression

In general, younger people were more likely than their older counterparts to agree that people should be able to express
their gender however they choose. This was very much the case among women, with about eight in ten women 15 to 24
years (82%) and 25 to 34 years (81%) in agreement. These proportions were higher than among older women (Table 2). The
pattern was somewhat different among men: while those most likely to agree that people could freely express their gender
were aged 24 to 35 (73%), the youngest men (aged 15 to 24) were considerably less likely to agree (68%) and more in line
with older age groups. Notably, the difference between women and men aged 15 to 24 when it came to support for gender
expression was the largest difference across all demographic characteristics where women and men were compared in this
study (a difference of 14 percentage points).

Closely related to individuals’ ages is their marital status, with younger people more likely to report being single (never
married). In 2025, women who were single were considerably more likely (82%) to support people’s gender expression when
compared to women who were married or in a common-law relationship (75%) and those who were separated, divorced or
widowed (76%) (Table 2). Among men, however, no differences were noted in the proportions who supported people’s gender
expression when it came to marital status.

Agreement with gender expression higher among university-educated people

Support for people’s ability to express their gender however they choose varied considerably by level of education.
Agreement was highest among those with a university education, for both women (81%) and men (74%) (Table 2). Among
women, those with an education that was below the high school level (72%) were least likely to agree that others should be
able to express their gender. Among men, however, similar proportions of those with an education that was lower than high
school (65%) or at the high school (68%) or trade school/college level (68%) supported people’s gender expression.

Unlike with education, employment status did not appear to have a strong link to people’s attitudes towards gender
expression. Among women, those who had been employed in the previous year were slightly more likely to support people’s
gender expression than those who had not been employed (79% versus 75%) (Table 2). Among men, there was no
statistically significant difference between those who had and had not been employed when it came to support for gender
expression (69% versus 70%).

Larger proportions of women with higher incomes support others’ right to express their gender

Whether or not a person supported people’s right to express their gender varied among income groups, though differences
were seen among women only. Among women, those whose before-tax personal income was $60,000 a year or more were
more likely to support gender expression, compared to those whose earnings were less than $20,000 annually.” Among
women earning $60,000 to $79,999, 79% supported others’ gender expression; proportions were similar among those
earning $80,000 to $99,999 (80%), $100,000 to $119,999 (82%), and $120,000 or more (83%). In comparison, 76% of
women earning less than $20,000 annually supported gender expression.
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First Nations women more likely to support people’s gender expression

A larger proportion of First Nations women (82%) than non-Indigenous women (77%) supported people’s right to express
their gender (Table 2).8 In contrast, no statistically significant differences in levels of agreement were found between non-
Indigenous women and Métis women (77%) or Inuit women (74%). Similarly, no significant differences were noted between
non-Indigenous men and First Nations men, Métis men and Inuit men when it came to support for people’s rights to gender
expression.

Agreement with people’s right to express their gender however they choose varied among other population groups in
Canada. For example, among women, statistically similar proportions of Filipina women (82%) and non-racialized, non-
Indigenous women (80%) supported gender expression (Table 2). The proportion of Filipina women in support was higher
than that of Filipino men (75%), and the latter was as likely to support gender expression when compared to non-racialized,
non-Indigenous men (71%). Southeast Asian women (79%) were also as likely to support gender expression as non-
racialized, non-Indigenous women, and the same was true for Southeast Asian men (77%) compared to non-racialized, non-
Indigenous men. These groups were the exception, however, as overall, racialized women (71%) and men (67%) were less
likely than non-racialized, non-Indigenous women and men to support gender expression.

People born in Canada were more likely to agree that individuals should be able to express their gender however they
choose when compared to those born elsewhere. This was the case among women, among whom 80% of those born in
Canada agreed (versus 70% of women born elsewhere), and among men, among whom 71% of those born in Canada
agreed (versus 67%) (Table 2).

LGB+ people most likely to support gender expression

Support for people’s ability to express their gender however they choose was high among LGB+° people in Canada.
Compared to heterosexual women (76%), 96% of LGB+ women (including 96% of lesbian women and 96% of bisexual'
women) were in support of people’s right to express their gender (Table 2). This pattern was similar among men, with 93% of
LGB+ men supporting gender expression (versus 68% of heterosexual men). High proportions of both gay men (93%) and
bisexual men (93%) agreed that people should be free to express their gender however they choose.

Support for gender expression higher among women who identify as having a disability

The 2025 SSPPS asked respondents whether they considered themselves to be a person with a disability: that is,
whether they have a long-term difficulty or condition, such as vision, hearing, mobility, flexibility, dexterity, pain, learning,
developmental, memory or mental health-related impairments, that limit their daily activities. Women who identified as a
person with a disability were more likely to support people’s gender expression (81%, versus 77% of women who did not
identify this way) (Table 2). Among men, those who self-identified as a person with a disability were also more likely than
those who did not to support people’s gender expression (73% and 69%).

Lower proportions of men in the Prairie provinces and Ontario support gender expression

Regardless of the province or territory in which they lived, the majority of people agreed that individuals should be able to
express their gender however they choose. The proportion of women who lived in Nova Scotia (84%), Newfoundland and
Labrador (82%), and Quebec (82%) who agreed was higher compared with the rest of the country, while lower proportions
were observed among women in Ontario (76%), Alberta (73%), Nunavut (72%), and Saskatchewan (69%) (Table 4). Men

in Yukon (77%), the Northwest Territories (75%), Quebec (74%), and British Columbia (72%) had higher than average
proportions who agreed that people should be able to express their gender however they choose, while a lower proportion of
men agreed with this statement in Ontario (69%), Alberta (69%), Manitoba (63%), and Saskatchewan (60%), relative to the
rest of the country.

In all provinces and territories but Prince Edward Island and Nunavut, where there was no significant difference, the
proportion who agreed that people should be free to express their gender however they choose was higher among women
than men.
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As noted in Section 1, a decline in the proportion of people in Canada who agreed that people should be able to express their
gender however they choose was noted between 2018 and 2025. This decrease was seen among women and men in almost
all provinces and territories." Notably, the largest decline among women came in Saskatchewan, where the proportion who
agreed was 14 percentage points lower in 2025 (69%) than in 2018 (83%). Among men, seven provinces—Newfoundland
and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan—recorded
declines of at least 9 percentage points between 2018 and 2025. Declines were steeper among men than women in all
provinces and territories where decreases were noted, with the exception of Saskatchewan and Alberta, where the decline
was steeper among women.

Residents of urban areas of the provinces were slightly more likely than those living in the provinces’ rural areas to agree
with people’s ability to express their gender however they choose. This was the case with women in urban areas, among
whom 78% supported gender expression (compared to 75% of those in rural areas) as well as with men (70% versus 66%)
(Table 2). Of note, residents of urban and rural areas differ with respect to some socioeconomic characteristics relevant to
perceptions of gender expression, including age (Statistics Canada, 2025).

Across most demographics, women more likely than men to agree that women face obstacles

According to the 2025 SSPPS, most people agreed that women face significant obstacles to getting ahead compared to
men—though a large gap was noted in the proportions of women (75%) versus men (52%) who felt this way (Table 1).
Additionally, this gap had increased slightly from 2018, with women moving toward more agreement (from 72% in 2018 to
75% in 2025) while men moved towards less agreement (from 55% to 52%). Differences were also noted between some
demographic groups in 2025, with respect to whether people agreed that women face significant obstacles.

The statement “there are significant obstacles that make it harder for women to get ahead than men” is open to two subtly
different interpretations. On the one hand, it may be expected that women who personally encounter such obstacles, or
women and men who hear about them from women they know, may be inclined to agree with the statement. On the other
hand, even barring first- or second-hand experience with such obstacles, some people may agree with the statement based
on it being presented to them as true during their education, in the media, and in other spheres of public discourse. In this
way, measuring levels of agreement with this statement may in fact be measuring two different things simultaneously: first,
the actual presence of barriers women face, and second, a degree of awareness present in Canadian society about gender
inequality.

Younger women, older men more likely to agree that women face significant obstacles

People’s age figured prominently in whether they agreed that women face significant obstacles to getting ahead, and patterns
were different among women and men. Among women, the proportions who agreed were highest among those in the two
youngest age groups (78% among those aged 15 to 24 years and among those aged 25 to 34 years), relative to women
aged 35 to 44 (72%), 45 to 54 (73%), or 55 and older (74%) (Table 3). The case was quite different among men: under half of
men in all age groups under 55 (including the youngest age group) agreed with the statement, with no significant differences
among them. Instead, men aged 55 and older were the most likely to agree that women faced obstacles to get ahead (59%).

Notably, what was seen among women in 2025 was the opposite of what was noted in 2018. At that time, just under seven in
ten women aged 15 to 24 (68%), 25 to 34 (68%), or 35 to 44 (69%) agreed that women face significant obstacles that make
it harder for them to get ahead than men, while the proportion who agreed was highest among women 55 and older (77%)
(Chart 4). In other words, younger women in 2025 were more likely than younger women in 2018 to agree that there are
significant obstacles facing women and making it more difficult for them than for men.
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Chart 4
Levels of agreement with the statement "there are significant obstacles that make it harder for women
to get ahead than men,” by gender and age group, Canada, 2018 and 2025
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from respondents who had indicated their gender as non-binary and those who did not state their gender were combined with responses from those
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enable trend comparisons with the 2018 survey, the same process was applied retroactively to responses received in 2018. For this reason,
proportions for 2018 reported here will not match earlier reports. Percent calculations include missing responses.

Source: Statistice Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces, 2018 and 2025.

There were slight declines from 2018 to 2025 in the proportions of men aged 45 to 54 and 55 and older who agreed that
women face significant obstacles that make it harder for them to get ahead. There was no significant change among men
under the age of 45.

Single men less likely to agree that women face significant obstacles to get ahead

As was the case with people aged 15 to 24—and perhaps relatedly—agreement with whether women face obstacles

to getting ahead varied widely between single women and single men. Women who were single (never married) were
particularly likely (79%) to feel that women face significant obstacles to getting ahead, more so than women who were
married or in common-law relationships (72%) or who were separated, divorced or widowed (75%) (Table 3, Chart 5). In
contrast, less than half (49%) of single men agreed, which was a smaller proportion than among their counterparts who were
currently (54%) or formerly (53%) in a marriage or common-law relationship.
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Chart 5
Levels of agreement with the statement "there are significant obstacles that make it harder for women
to get ahead than men", by gender and marital status, Canada, 2025
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Source: Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces, 2025.

Agreement that women face obstacles highest among university-educated people

When it came to whether they agreed that women face significant obstacles to getting ahead, a large gap was noted between
women and men who had earned a university education compared to those who had not. Among women, 78% of those

with a university education agreed with this statement, higher than among women with an education below the high school
level (67%), at the high school level (74%) or at the level of college or trade school (73%) (Table 3). Among men, those

with a university education were also more likely than others to perceive significant obstacles faced by women (56%)—
though notably, this proportion was considerably lower than among women with an education below the high school level.
Additionally, unlike with women, attitudes among men with an education below the high school level (51%) were similar to
those with a high school (51%) or college/trade school education (50%).

Slight differences were noted among women who had been employed in the previous year (76%) compared to those who had
not (73%) on the question of whether women face significant obstacles to getting ahead (Table 3). Among men, the difference
was considerably larger and showed the opposite pattern, with a smaller proportion (50%) of those who had been employed
than those who had not (59%) agreeing with the statement. Possibly, this pattern may be related to age: among men, the
highest level of agreement among age groups was noted among those aged 55 and over, many of whom may have been
retired from employment.

Women with higher incomes more likely to feel that women face obstacles to getting ahead

Women in the three highest income groups were more likely than those with the lowest incomes to agree that women face
significant obstacles to getting ahead relative to men. Almost eight in ten (78%) women whose annual personal before-tax
income was $80,000 to $99,999 agreed, along with 80% (respectively) of women earning $100,000 to $119,999 and those
earning $120,000 or more (Table 3)."2 In comparison, a smaller proportion (74%) of women with an income lower than
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$20,000 per year agreed. Few differences between income groups were noted among men, though those earning $20,000 to
$39,999 were more likely to feel that women face obstacles to getting ahead than were those earning less than $20,000 per
year (55% versus 51%).

Women more likely to agree that women face obstacles to getting ahead, across all racialized groups

People in Canada have diverse backgrounds and identities. On the whole, non-racialized, non-Indigenous women (77%)
were more likely than racialized women (67%) to agree that women face significant obstacles to getting ahead, with the
exceptions among specific groups being Japanese women (72% E ) and women belonging to multiple racialized population
groups (75%) (both of which groups showed no significant difference from non-racialized, non-Indigenous women) (Table 3).
Similarly, non-racialized, non-Indigenous men (55%) were more likely to agree that women face significant obstacles,
compared with racialized men (46%). The exceptions were Black men (52%), Latin American men (53%), Southeast Asian
men (51%) and men belonging to multiple population groups (56%), among whom proportions were statistically similar to
what was noted among non-racialized, non-Indigenous men. Across all racialized groups, the proportions of women who
agreed that women face obstacles to getting ahead were larger than among men.

Individuals born outside of Canada were less likely to agree that women face obstacles relative to men than their Canadian-
born counterparts. This was the case among women, where 79% of those born in Canada agreed with the statement,
compared to 65% of women born elsewhere (Table 3). Among men, those born in Canada were also more likely than those
born elsewhere to agree that women face obstacles (55% versus 47%).

Among First Nations people, Métis and Inuit, differences were noted between women and men when it came to whether or
not people thought that women face significant obstacles to getting ahead. Women were consistently more likely to agree
than men, including First Nations women (80%) versus First Nations men (52%), Métis women (78%) versus Métis men
(52%), and Inuit women (65%) versus Inuit men (48%). Compared to non-Indigenous people, First Nations women (80%)
were more likely than non-Indigenous women (75%) to think that women face significant obstacles, while Inuit women (65%)
were less likely. Among men, no statistically significant differences were noted between First Nations men (52%), Métis men
(52%), Inuit men (48%) and non-Indigenous men (52%) when it came to this statement.

Perception that women face significant obstacles highest among women in Nova Scotia

In nearly all provinces and territories, a higher proportion of women than men agreed that there are significant obstacles that
make it harder for women to get ahead than men. The exception was the Northwest Territories, where the difference between
women (65%) and men (58%) was not statistically significant.

Nearly eight in ten (78%) women in Nova Scotia agreed that women face significant obstacles making it harder for them to
get ahead than men, higher than the rest of the country (Table 4)." In contrast, smaller proportions of women in Quebec
(74%), Saskatchewan (70%), the Northwest Territories (65%), and Nunavut (55%) agreed with this statement, when
compared with elsewhere in Canada. Among men, relative to the rest of the country, the proportion who agreed was higher in
Nova Scotia (568%) and British Columbia (54%), and lower in Saskatchewan (49%) and Nunavut (41%).

Compared to those living in rural areas of the provinces, residents of the provinces’ urban areas were slightly more likely

to agree that women face obstacles to getting ahead. This was the case among women, among whom 75% of those in
provincial urban areas agreed that women face significant obstacles (versus 73% of women in provincial rural areas)

(Table 3). Among men, those living in urban areas of the provinces were also more likely than those in provincial rural

areas to agree that women face obstacles (53% versus 50%). Notably, men living in the territories were as likely as men in
provincial urban areas to agree that women face significant obstacles (54% and 53%, a difference not found to be statistically
significant).

Almost 9 in 10 LGB+ women agree that women face obstacles

LGB+ people most often agreed that women face more obstacles to getting ahead than men. Levels of agreement were
particularly high among LGB+ women (89%), compared to 74% of heterosexual women (Table 3). A similarly large gap was
noted between LGB+ men (76%) compared to their heterosexual counterparts (51%).

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-002-X 15



Juristat Article — Perceptions of gender-based violence and gender equality, identity and expression in Canada, 2025

Those who identify as having a disability more likely to agree that women face obstacles

People who identified as a person with a disability' were more likely to agree that women face significant obstacles to getting
ahead relative to men. Just over eight in ten (81%) women who identified as having a disability agreed, a proportion that was
larger than among women who did not identify this way (74%) (Table 3). The pattern was similar among men, among whom a
larger proportion of those who identified as having a disability (58%) agreed compared to other men (52%).

Section 3: Experiences and perceptions of gender-based violence

People’s perceptions and their life experiences are often deeply interconnected. When it came to attitudes about gender-
based violence, people who had experienced intimate partner violence,'® sexual assault or unwanted sexual behaviours

in public, at work or at school' tended to disagree most strongly with statements that excuse or legitimize violence and
control in relationships (Table 5). In Canada, women are considerably more likely to experience these forms of gender-based
violence than men (Cotter & Burczycka, 2026).

The vast majority of women disagreed with statements excusing or legitimizing violence in relationships, whether or not

they had experienced intimate partner violence or sexual assault in their lifetimes (since age 15) or unwanted sexualized
behaviours in the 12 months preceding the survey.'” However, the proportions who disagreed were even larger among
women who had experienced these forms of violence and unwanted behaviours. For instance, while 83% of women who did
not experience these forms of gender-based violence disagreed that violence between partners can be excused if people get
so angry they lose control, this was the case among larger proportions of women who had experienced unwanted sexualized
behaviours in the preceding year (94%) or sexual assault (94%) or intimate partner violence (93%) in their lifetime.

When asked if it was understandable that someone would react violently if they suspected their partner of having an affair,
68% of women who did not experience gender-based violence in their lifetime disagreed. Proportions were notably higher
among women who had been victimized: 81% of women who had experienced unwanted sexualized behaviours disagreed,
as did 81% of women who had been sexually assaulted and 79% of those who had experienced intimate partner violence in
their lifetime.

Among women who had not experienced gender-based violence in their lifetime, 51% disagreed that people have the right
to check who their partner has been calling and texting at all times. Again, the proportions who disagreed were larger among
women who had experienced unwanted sexualized behaviours (62%) in the past 12 months or who had been victims of
intimate partner violence (61%) or sexual assault (63%) in their lifetimes.

Among men, the association between experiences of gender-based violence and attitudes toward it was similar. More than
eight in ten (82%) men who had never experienced gender-based violence disagreed that violence between partners can
be excused if people get so angry they lose control. This proportion rose to nine in ten men who had experienced violence:
91% of men who had experienced unwanted sexualized behaviours in the past year, 92% of men who had been sexually
assaulted in their lifetime and 91% of men who had experienced intimate partner violence at some point in their lives
disagreed with the statement.

Similarly, more men who had experienced unwanted sexualized behaviours in the past year (68%) or who had experienced
sexual assault (74%) or intimate partner violence (69%) in their lifetime disagreed that it is understandable if someone reacts
violently if they suspect their partner was having an affair, compared to men who had never experienced gender-based
violence (63%). The same was true when it came to whether they thought people have the right to check who their partner is
calling or texting: larger proportions of men who had experienced unwanted sexualized behaviours in the past year disagreed
(62%), along with more men who had experienced intimate partner violence (62%) or sexual assault (67%) in their lives,
compared to men that had not had these experiences (55%).

Summary

People’s perceptions of gender-based violence, gender expression and gender equality are closely linked to their own
experiences, and can also be tied to broader social values and norms. At the highest level, women—who are more likely than
men to experience gender-based violence—more commonly disagree with statements that legitimize or excuse gender-based
violence and acknowledge that gender inequality presents significant obstacles for women.
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Additionally, women and men who experienced intimate partner violence, sexual assault or unwanted sexualized behaviours
were generally more likely to disagree with statements that legitimize gender-based violence than those who did not have
these experiences, though disagreement was higher among women.

Notably, support for the rights of LGB+ people, transgender people and gender expression was high among women, even
among those who did not belong to these groups, suggesting that factors other than direct personal experience also shape
some people’s perceptions.

Overall, findings from the 2025 SSPPS show that most people in Canada reject gender-based violence and gender
inequality, and support LGB+ rights and others’ ability to freely express their gender. Attitudes about gender-based violence
were generally similar to what they were in 2018, with a slight shift toward broader rejection of statements that legitimize or
excuse it. Meanwhile, attitudes about freedom of expression of one’s gender appear to have shifted somewhat toward less
acceptance.

When it came to demographics, the highest levels of agreement with statements about the equality of women and about
gender expression were noted among young women, people who identify as having a disability, people with a university
education, LGB+ people and gender diverse people.

Data sources and methodology

In 2024/2025, Statistics Canada conducted the second cycle of the Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS).
The SSPPS was previously collected in 2018. The purpose of the survey is to collect information on Canadians’ experiences
in public, at work, online, and in their intimate partner relationships.

The target population for the SSPPS included all persons 15 years of age and older in Canada, excluding full-time residents
of institutions and residents of First Nations reserves. The 2025 SSPPS is a sample survey with a cross-sectional design.

The survey in the provinces also now uses a targeted respondent approach, meaning a sample of persons is directly selected
from the survey frame. The survey frame for the SSPPS in the territories is an area frame of dwellings constructed for the
Labour Force Survey (LFS). The sample of selected dwellings was sent to the field for collection. Upon contact with a resident
of the selected dwelling, one household member 15 years of age and older was randomly selected to complete the SSPPS
questionnaire.

In the provinces, data collection took place from October 2024 to June 2025 inclusively. Responses were obtained by
self-administered online questionnaire or by interviewer-administered telephone questionnaire. Respondents were able to
respond in the official language of their choice. The final sample size for the 10 provinces was 46,511 respondents. The
response rate in the provinces was 32.3%, down from 43.1% in 2018.

In the territories, data collection took place from January to July 2025 inclusively. Responses were obtained by self-
administered online questionnaire or by interviewer-administered in-person questionnaire. Respondents were able to respond
in the official language of their choice. The final sample size for the 3 territories was 2,036 respondents. The response rate in
the territories was 53.1%, down from 73.2% in 2018.

Non-respondents included people who refused to participate, could not be reached, or could not speak English or French.
Respondents in the sample were weighted so that their responses represent the non-institutionalized, off-reserve Canadian
population aged 15 and older.

Data limitations

As with any household survey, there are some data limitations. The results are based on a sample and are therefore subject
to sampling errors. Somewhat different results might have been obtained if the entire population had been surveyed.

For the quality of estimates, the lower and upper bounds of the confidence intervals are presented. Confidence intervals
should be interpreted as follows: If the survey were repeated many times, then 95% of the time (or 19 times out of 20), the
confidence interval would cover the true population value.
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Caution should be exercised when interpreting results, such as weighted frequencies or percentages, for the Inuit population
within the provinces in 2025. Even if the number of respondents for this subpopulation is sufficient to meet quality guidelines,
there is still a concern regarding the quality of the data as bias might subsist after the weighting process. Note that this
concern only applies to the Inuit population in the provinces and not in the territories. Estimates for Inuit in 2018 are largely
reflective of the population living in the territories. Estimates for Inuit in the provinces for 2018 are not releasable due to
sample size and data quality.
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Notes

E use with caution

1. The category “women” includes cisgender and transgender women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some
respondents who did not state their gender, while “men” includes cisgender and transgender men, as well as some non-
binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender. In 2025, responses from respondents who had
indicated their gender as neither woman nor man and those who did not state their gender were combined with responses
from those who had indicated their gender as women or men, in order to safeguard confidentiality and data quality in line with
Statistics Canada standards. To enable trend comparisons with the 2018 survey, the same process was applied retroactively
to responses received in 2018. For this reason, proportions for 2018 reported here will not match earlier reports. For detailed
information on perceptions among the transgender and non-binary population, see Text box 2.

2. The 2018 and 2025 Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces questionnaires used the term “same-sex partner”, as
opposed to “same-gender” partner or other terms. For this reason, “same-sex partner” is used here.

3. In this analysis, responses of “agree” and “strongly” agree were combined, as were responses of “disagree” and “strongly
disagree”. For brevity, the terms “agreed” and “disagreed” will be used throughout this analysis to represent these combined
answer categories.

4. All differences are statistically significant, unless otherwise noted.

5. Includes persons whose reported sexual orientation is lesbian, gay, bisexual, or another sexual orientation that is not
heterosexual.

6. While information on sex at birth and gender was also collected in 2018, the sample size does not support reliable
estimates for the gender-diverse population. For that reason, trend information is not possible.

7. Respondents aged 15 who did not link to income tax data were assumed to have an annual income of $0.
8. Of note, the Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces did not collect information from people living on reserve.

9. Statistics Canada defines LGB+ as inclusive of persons whose reported sexual orientation is lesbian, gay, bisexual,
pansexual, or another sexual orientation that is not heterosexual.

10. Bisexual people include those whose sexual orientation is bisexual or pansexual.

11 Among women, there was no significant change in the proportion in Prince Edward Island, the Northwest Territories, and
Nunavut between 2018 and 2025. Among men, there was no significant change in the proportion in Yukon and Nunavut
between 2018 and 2025. In all other provinces and territories, the proportion declined for both women and men.

12. Respondents who were 15 years of age and who did not link to tax data were assumed to have an individual income
of $0.

13. Each province and territory was compared to the rest of the country, excluding themselves. For example, the reference
category for Manitoba was the rest of the provinces and the three territories. As a result, each province and territory has a
slightly different reference category.

14. Respondents were asked if they have a long-term difficulty or condition related to vision, hearing, mobility, flexibility,
dexterity, pain, learning, developmental, memory or mental health-related impairments, that limit their daily activities, and
whether they consider themselves to be a person with a disability.

15. Intimate partner violence (IPV) includes violence committed by a current or former spouse, common-law partner, dating
partner, or other intimate partner.

16. Unwanted sexualized behaviours include the following behaviours that may have occurred in a public place, at work or at
school: inappropriate sexual jokes, unwanted sexual attention, unwanted physical contact, suggestions that someone does
not act like someone of that gender is supposed to act, being insulted, mistreated, ignored, or excluded due to (actual or
assumed) gender, sexual orientation, or gender identity, and indecent exposure.

17. For the purposes of this analysis, people who did not experience sexual assault or intimate partner violence since age 15
and who did not experience unwanted sexualized behaviours in the 12 months preceding the survey are collectively referred
to as people who did not experience gender-based violence.
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Detailed data tables

Table 1
Attitudes towards gender-based violence, gender equality, gender identity and gender expression, by gender and
statement or perception, Canada, 2018 and 2025

2018 2025t
Women+ Men+ Women+ Men+
95% 95% 95% 95%
confidence confidence confidence confidence
interval interval interval interval
Statement or perception’ percent from to percent from to percent from to percent from to
Violence between partners can be excused
if people get so angry they lose control
Agree or strongly agree 6.4 59 7.0 9.0 84 96 62 59 66 75% 71 78
Neither agree nor disagree 5.0 45 54 T7.7% 70 84 49 46 52 TA*™ 67 74
Disagree or strongly disagree 883 875 889 83.0"™ 820 839 882 878 887 848" 843 853
It is understandable that someone would react
violently if they suspect their partner of having an affair
Agree or strongly agree 16.2* 154 17.0 205 196 214 13.0 126 135 17.8* 172 184
Neither agree nor disagree 129 122 137 172* 164 182 124 120 129 166~ 161 17.2
Disagree or strongly disagree 704* 694 714 618 60.7 629 739 733 745 648" 641 655
People have the right to check who their partner has been
calling or texting at all times
Agree or strongly agree 18.3 175 191 17.2 164 181 182 177 187 16.9* 164 175
Neither agree nor disagree 230 221 239 22.2¢ 213 231 250 244 256 252 245 258
Disagree or strongly disagree 58.2* 572 593 60.3** 592 614 56.2 555 56.8 57.1" 564 579
There are significant obstacles that make it harder
for women to get ahead than men
Agree or strongly agree 724* 714 733 554" 543 56.5 748 742 754 523™ 516 531
Neither agree nor disagree 165 157 174 223 214 232 15.7 153 16.2 24.0* 234 247
Disagree or strongly disagree 10.8* 102 115 219* 210 229 88 84 92 229* 223 236
People should be able to express their gender
however they choose
Agree or strongly agree 84.8* 840 855 784 775 793 774 769 780 69.6* 689 703
Neither agree nor disagree 10.2* 96 108 136" 129 144 142 137 146 171* 166 177
Disagree or strongly disagree 4.8* 43 52 1.7 72 83 79 76 83 128* 123 132
People who report sexual assault are almost
always telling the truth
Agree or strongly agree 62.1* 610 63.1 47.3"* 462 484 675 66.8 68.1 49.8™ 49.0 505
Neither agree nor disagree 272 262 283 36.0"* 349 370 236 231 242 345* 338 351
Disagree or strongly disagree 10.1* 96 108 16.1™* 153 16.9 82 78 85 149" 144 155
| would support a family member if they
came out as transgender?
Agree or strongly agree 79.7* 788 80.6 715" 705 725 766 761 772 653" 646 66.0
Neither agree nor disagree 1.9 112 126 174 166 183 151 146 156 20.8* 202 214
Disagree or strongly disagree 8.0 74 86 105" 98 112 75 71 78 129" 124 134

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 1
Attitudes towards gender-based violence, gender equality, gender identity and gender expression, by gender and
statement or perception, Canada, 2018 and 2025

2018 2025t
Women+ Men+ Women+ Men+
95% 95% 95% 95%
confidence confidence confidence confidence
interval interval interval interval
Statement or perception’ percent from to percent from to percent from to percent from to
Same-sex and opposite-sex couples should have the same
rights to adopt children
Agree or strongly agree 787 778 794 69.9™  69.0 709 796 79.0 801 708 701 714
Neither agree nor disagree 1.6 1.0 123 155% 147 163 15 111 120 155 150 16.0
Disagree or strongly disagree 9.4* 88 99 143 136 150 84 80 87 131 127 136

* significantly different from reference category only (p < 0.05)

** significantly different from estimate for women+ only (p < 0.05)

*** significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) and estimate for women+ (p < 0.05)

1 reference category

1. Respondents were asked to indicate their level of agreement with each statement on a scale from 1 (strongly agree) to 5 (strongly disagree). For the purpose of

this analysis, the five response options were grouped into the following three categories: agree or strongly agree, neither agree nor disagree, and disagree or strongly
disagree.

2.1n 2018, this question read: “If a family member of mine came out as transgender, | would not be able to support them”. For comparisons to 2025, the 2018 answer
categories were recoded to appear in reverse order: for example, answers of “strongly agree” to the 2018 version were recoded to “strongly disagree” to match the 2025
question format. Because of this change, analysis of change over time as it pertains to this question should be done with caution.

Note: The category “Women+” includes women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some respondents who did not state their gender, while the category
“Men+” includes men, as well as some non-binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender. In 2025, responses from respondents who had indicated
their gender as non-binary and those who did not state their gender were combined with responses from those who had indicated their gender as women or men, in
order to safeguard confidentiality and data quality in line with Statistics Canada standards. To enable trend comparisons with the 2018 survey, the same process was
applied retroactively to responses received in 2018. For this reason, proportions for 2018 reported here will not match earlier reports. Percent calculations include missing
responses.

Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces, 2018 and 2025.
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Table 2
Level of agreement with whether people should be able to express their gender however they choose, by gender
and selected characteristics, Canada, 2025

People should be able to express their gender
however they choose

Women+ Men+
percent  95% confidence percent  95% confidence
who agree interval who agree interval
orstrongly —  orstrongly
Selected characteristic agree from to agree from to
Age group (years)

15 to0 24 82 80 83 68*** 66 70

25 to 341 81 80 83 73* 71 74

35t044 76* 75 78 69** 67 71

45 to 54 75 73 76 68*** 67 70

55 and older 76 75 76 69*** 69 70

Indigenous identity

Indigenous person 79 76 81 69* 66 72
First Nations 82" 78 85 7 66 75
Métis 77 73 80 67* 63 72
Inuit 74 68 79 71 64 77

Non-Indigenous person® 7 77 78 70* 69 70

Racialized population group’

Yes 7 69 72 67+ 65 68
South Asian 73 70 76 70 67 72
Chinese 70* 67 73 62+ 59 65
Black 64* 59 68 65 61 70
Filipino 82 78 85 75% 70 79
Arab 60* 54 66 57* 51 63
Latin American 73" 67 77 74 68 79
Southeast Asian 79 72 84 77 70 83
West Asian 67* 59 75 66 58 73
Korean 59* 50 68 50* 40 60
Japanese 68F 54 79 F F F
Racialized population group not otherwise specified 68" 60 75 63 55 71
Multiple racialized population groups 77 68 83 70 60 78

Nof 80 79 80 1% 70 72

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 2

Level of agreement with whether people should be able to express their gender however they choose, by gender

and selected characteristics, Canada, 2025

People should be able to express their gender

however they choose

Women+ Men+
percent  95% confidence percent  95% confidence
who agree interval who agree interval
or strongly or strongly
Selected characteristic agree from to agree from to
Place of birth
Born outside Canada’ 70 69 71 67 65 68
Born in Canada 80* 80 81 71 70 72
Sexual orientation
Heterosexual® 76 75 7 68* 68 69
LGB+ 96* 95 97 93+ 91 94
Lesbian or gay 96* 94 98 93 90 95
Bisexual or pansexual 96* 94 97 93*** 90 95
Sexual orientation not elsewhere classified 94* 90 97 94* 87 98
Identifies as a person with disability
Yest 81 79 82 73 71 75
No s 76 78 69*** 69 70
Employed in past 12 months
Yest 79 78 79 69* 69 70
No 75 74 76 70% 69 71
Highest level of education completed
Less than high school 72" 70 74 65*** 63 67
High school 76 74 77 68*** 66 69
College or trade school 75* 74 76 68*** 67 69
University certificate, diploma or degreef 81 81 82 4% 73 75
Marital status
Married or common-law 75* 75 76 69** 68 70
Separated, divorced, or widowed 76* 75 77 70** 68 72
Single, never married® 82 81 83 70 69 72
Area of residence
Rural area of the provinces 75% 74 76 66*** 64 67
Territories 79 76 82 74 70 78
Urban area of the provinces’ 78 77 78 70* 70 71

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 2
Level of agreement with whether people should be able to express their gender however they choose, by gender
and selected characteristics, Canada, 2025

People should be able to express their gender
however they choose

Women+ Men+
percent  95% confidence percent  95% confidence
who agree interval who agree interval
orstrongly —  orstrongly
Selected characteristic agree from to agree from to
Individual before-tax income
Less than $20,0001 76 74 7 70% 68 71
$20,000 to $39,999 75 74 76 69* 68 71
$40,000 to $59,999 76 74 7 69* 67 71
$60,000 to $79,999 79* 78 81 69* 67 71
$80,000 to $99,999 80* 78 82 70* 68 72
$100,000 to $119,999 82" 80 84 70% 68 72
$120,000 or more 83 82 85 70% 68 72
Not stated 78 76 81 70* 68 73
Total 7 7 78 70% 69 70

Euse with caution

F too unreliable to be published

* significantly different from reference category only (p < 0.05)

** significantly different from estimate for women+ only (p < 0.05)

*** significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) and estimate for women+ (p < 0.05)

1 reference category

1. Excludes First Nations people, Métis, and Inuit.

2. Respondents who were 15 years of age and who did not link to tax data were assumed to have an individual income of $0.

Note: The category “Women+” includes women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some respondents who did not state their gender, while the category
“Men+” includes men, as well as some non-binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender. Percent calculations include missing responses.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces, 2025.

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 85-002-X 25



Juristat Article — Perceptions of gender-based violence and gender equality, identity and expression in Canada, 2025

Table 3

Level of agreement with whether there are significant obstacles that make it harder for women to get ahead than

men, by gender and selected characteristics, Canada, 2025

There are significant obstacles that make it harder for

women to get ahead than men

Women+ Men+
percent  95% confidence percent  95% confidence
who agree interval who agree interval
or strongly or strongly
Selected characteristic agree from to agree from to
Age group (years)

15 to 241 78 77 80 48** 46 50

2510 34 78 76 79 49** 47 51

3510 44 72* 7 74 48* 46 50

45 to 54 73 71 74 49** 47 50

55 and older 74* 73 75 5gr** 58 60

Indigenous identity

Indigenous person 78" 76 80 52** 49 55
First Nations 80* 76 83 52** 47 57
Métis 78 75 81 52* 47 56
Inuit 65* 58 71 48* 4 55

Non-Indigenous person® 75 74 75 52** 52 53

Racialized population group’

Yes 67* 65 68 46*** 44 47
South Asian 69* 66 72 45+ 42 49
Chinese 66* 63 68 43+ 39 46
Black 73* 69 77 52** 48 57
Filipino 65* 61 69 48+ 43 53
Arab 56* 50 62 40%* 34 46
Latin American 67* 61 73 53** 47 59
Southeast Asian 70* 63 76 51* 43 59
West Asian 58* 50 66 43 35 52
Korean 53* 43 62 27 18 37
Japanese 72F 56 83 F F F
Racialized population group not otherwise specified 64* 56 72 49+ 33 50
Multiple racialized population groups 75 67 82 56™* 47 65

Not 77 7 78 55* 54 56

Place of birth
Born outside Canada® 65 64 66 a7 45 48
Born in Canada 79* 78 79 55 54 56

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 3

Level of agreement with whether there are significant obstacles that make it harder for women to get ahead than

men, by gender and selected characteristics, Canada, 2025

There are significant obstacles that make it harder for
women to get ahead than men

Women+ Men+
percent  95% confidence percent  95% confidence
who agree interval who agree interval
or strongly or strongly
Selected characteristic agree from to agree from to
Sexual orientation
Heterosexualt 74 73 75 51 50 52
LGB+ 89* 88 91 76** 73 79
Lesbian or gay 89* 85 92 73 69 77
Bisexual or pansexual 90* 88 91 78 73 82
Sexual orientation not elsewhere classified 89* 84 92 83* 74 89
Identifies as a person with disability
Yest 81 79 82 58* 56 60
No 74* 73 74 52*** 51 52
Employed in past 12 months
Yest 76 75 77 50* 49 51
No 73 72 74 59+ 58 61
Highest level of education completed
Less than high school 67" 65 69 51 49 53
High school 74* 72 75 51 49 52
College or trade school 73" 72 75 50*** 49 51
University certificate, diploma or degree? 78 78 79 56™* 54 57
Marital status
Married or common-law 72* 72 73 54 53 55
Separated, divorced, or widowed 75* 74 76 53*** 50 55
Single, never married® 79 78 80 49** 48 51
Area of residence
Rural area of the provinces 73* 71 74 50%** 49 52
Territories 63* 60 67 54** 49 58
Urban area of the provinces’ 75 75 76 53** 52 54
Individual before-tax income
Less than $20,0001 74 72 75 51* 49 53
$20,000 to $39,999 72 71 74 55*** 53 57
$40,000 to $59,999 74 73 76 53* 51 55
$60,000 to $79,999 75 74 7 53* 51 55
$80,000 to $99,999 78 76 80 52* 49 54
$100,000 to $119,999 80* 78 83 51* 48 53
See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 3
Level of agreement with whether there are significant obstacles that make it harder for women to get ahead than
men, by gender and selected characteristics, Canada, 2025

There are significant obstacles that make it harder for
women to get ahead than men

Women+ Men+
percent  95% confidence percent  95% confidence
who agree interval who agree interval
or strongly or strongly
Selected characteristic agree from to agree from to
$120,000 or more 80* 79 82 53* 51 55
Not stated 73 70 75 48* 45 51
Total 75 74 75 52+ 52 53

E use with caution

F too unreliable to be published

* significantly different from reference category only (p < 0.05)

** significantly different from estimate for women+ only (p < 0.05)

*** significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) and estimate for women+ (p < 0.05)

T reference category

1. Excludes First Nations people, Métis, and Inuit.

2. Respondents who were 15 years of age and who did not link to tax data were assumed to have an individual income of $0.

Note: The category “Women+” includes women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some respondents who did not state their gender, while the category “Men+”
includes men, as well as some non-binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender. Percent calculations include missing responses.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces, 2025.
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Table 4

Level of agreement with selected statements related to gender equality, by gender and province or territory

of residence, 2025

Women+t Men+
percent  95% confidence percent  95% confidence
who agree interval who agree interval
or strongly or strongly
Statement and province and territory agree from to agree from to
There are significant obstacles that make it harder for women to get ahead than men
Newfoundland and Labrador 75 4l 79 52 47 58
Prince Edward Island 73 66 79 53* 45 62
Nova Scotia 78 75 81 58** 54 62
New Brunswick 75 4l 78 54* 49 58
Quebec T4** 72 75 51* 50 53
Ontario 75 74 76 53* 51 54
Manitoba 78 75 81 49* 45 53
Saskatchewan 70** 67 74 49 45 52
Alberta 74 72 76 51* 49 53
British Columbia 76 74 77 B4 52 56
Yukon 69 63 75 58* 52 65
Northwest Territories 65™ 57 4 58 50 66
Nunavut 55* 47 61 41+ 32 50
Canada 75 74 75 52* 52 53
People should be free to express their gender however they choose
Newfoundland and Labrador 82* 78 85 73" 67 78
Prince Edward Island 79 73 84 70 61 77
Nova Scotia 84+ 81 87 72* 68 76
New Brunswick 76 73 79 68* 64 72
Quebec 82* 81 83 745 72 75
Ontario 76* 75 77 69*** 67 70
Manitoba 76 73 79 63*** 59 67
Saskatchewan 69** 66 73 60*** 57 64
Alberta 73* 71 74 66*** 64 68
British Columbia 78 76 79 724+ 70 74
Yukon 81 76 85 7 71 82
Northwest Territories 82 75 88 75% 70 80
Nunavut 72" 66 77 69 58 78
Canada 77 77 78 70* 69 70

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)

** significantly different from estimate for rest of Canada (p < 0.05)

*** significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) and estimate for the rest of Canada (p < 0.05)
1 reference category

Note: The category “Women+” includes women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some respondents who did not state their gender, while the category “Men+”

includes men, as well as some non-binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender. The reference category for each province and territory is the

sum of all other provinces and territories. Percent calculations include missing responses.
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces, 2025.
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Table 5
Selected attitudes towards gender equality and gender-based violence, by gender and experiences with
gender-based violence, Canada, 2025

Experienced intimate Experienced intimate
partner violence in their partner violence in the Experienced sexual
lifetime!? past 12 months'? assault in their lifetime*
95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence
interval interval interval
Statement or perception percent from to percent from to percent from to
Women+
Violence between partners can be excused
if people get so angry they lose control
Agree or strongly agree 4.2¢ 3.8 47  50* 41 6.1 34 3.0 3.8
Neither agree nor disagree 28" 24 31 3% 26 42 26" 2.3 3.0
Disagree or strongly disagree 92.8* 923 934 916* 902 928 938" 932 943
It is understandable that someone would react violently
if they suspect their partner of having an affair
Agree or strongly agree 10.7* 10.1 1.4 120" 105 135 87" 8.1 9.4
Neither agree nor disagree 9.8 9.2 105 1247 11.0 140 97" 9.0 10.4
Disagree or strongly disagree 79.2* 784 800 755 735 7715 813 804 822
People have the right to check who their partner has
been calling or texting at all times
Agree or strongly agree 16.0* 15.3 169 19.6 178 215 13.9° 13.2 14.7
Neither agree nor disagree 229 220 238 225° 20.7 245 226" 217 236
Disagree or strongly disagree 60.8* 59.7 618 57.8* 555 600 63.2 620 643
Men+
Violence between partners can be excused
if people get so angry they lose control
Agree or strongly agree 4.9* 43 55 547 43 6.7 3.9 3.2 49
Neither agree nor disagree 4.2 3.7 48 52% 41 65 3.8 3.0 4.8
Disagree or strongly disagree 90.7+** 899 914 89.2* 874  90.7 919 90.7  93.0
It is understandable that someone would react violently
if they suspect their partner of having an affair
Agree or strongly agree 16.8™** 15.8 17.8 19.5% 175 215 13.8™ 12.3 15.5
Neither agree nor disagree 14.2%** 13.2 1562 152 134 172 1.9™ 10.4 13.5
Disagree or strongly disagree 68.7** 675 700 65.2* 627  67.7 739" 718 759
People have the right to check who their partner
has been calling or texting at all times
Agree or strongly agree 15.9% 149 169 183 164 205 1.7 103 133
Neither agree nor disagree 219 207 231 237" 216 260 20.7* 19.0 226
Disagree or strongly disagree 61.9* 605 632 57.8 552 604 67.3** 651 694

See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 5

Selected attitudes towards gender equality and gender-based violence, by gender and experiences with

gender-based violence, Canada, 2025

Experienced sexual
assault in the past 12

months*

Experienced unwanted

sexualized behaviours in

the past 12 months®

Did not experience
IPV, sexual assault or
unwanted sexualized

behaviours®

95% confidence

95% confidence

95% confidence

interval interval interval
Statement or perception percent  from to percent  from to percent  from to
Women+
Violence between partners can be excused
if people get so angry they lose control
Agree or strongly agree 4.0 25 6.3 317 2.7 36 88 8.2 9.4
Neither agree nor disagree 247 1.3 44 25" 21 30 74 6.9 8.0
Disagree or strongly disagree 93.0* 902 951 94.2* 935 948 830 822 838
It is understandable that someone would react violently
if they suspect their partner of having an affair
Agree or strongly agree 9.7 72 128 8T* 7.9 95 163 155 171
Neither agree nor disagree 13.8 107 176 104* 9.5 1.3 152 145 16.0
Disagree or strongly disagree 75.5* 710 795 806" 795 817 677 66.7 687
People have the right to check who their partner has
been calling or texting at all times
Agree or strongly agree 15.5* 124 192 14.6* 136 156 213 205 222
Neither agree nor disagree 26.0 220 304 23.2° 221 244 272 263 282
Disagree or strongly disagree 58.2* 536 627 620" 60.7 634 506 496 516
Men+
Violence between partners can be excused
if people get so angry they lose control
Agree or strongly agree 9.5 5.3 16.5 5.0 4.1 61 88 8.3 94
Neither agree nor disagree F F F 37 29 46 85 7.9 9.0
Disagree or strongly disagree 86.2** 790 912 911™ 899 923 820 812 827
It is understandable that someone would react violently
if they suspect their partner of having an affair
Agree or strongly agree 15.8 104 232 16.9™ 152 187 182" 175  19.0
Neither agree nor disagree 20.0 139 278 14.4* 128 161 18.1* 174 18.8
Disagree or strongly disagree 63.9** 552 717 683** 662 704 62.9* 620 638
See notes at the end of the table.
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Table 5
Selected attitudes towards gender equality and gender-based violence, by gender and experiences with
gender-based violence, Canada, 2025

Did not experience

Experienced sexual Experienced unwanted PV, sexual assault or
assault in the past 12 sexualized behaviours in  unwanted sexualized
months* the past 12 months® behaviours®
95% confidence 95% confidence 95% confidence
interval interval interval
Statement or perception percent  from to percent  from to percent  from to
People have the right to check who their partner
has been calling or texting at all times
Agree or strongly agree 16.6 1.1 240 139 124 156 17.7" 170 185
Neither agree nor disagree 234 169 313 236* 218 256 270 262 279
Disagree or strongly disagree 60.0 515 680 62.2* 600 644 545% 536 555

F too unreliable to be published

* significantly different from reference category only (p < 0.05)

** significantly different from estimate for women+ only (p < 0.05)

*** significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) and estimate for women+ (p < 0.05)

T reference category

1. Intimate partner violence (IPV) includes violence committed by a current or former spouse, common-law partner, dating partner, or other intimate partner.

2. Percent calculations exclude respondents who have never been in an intimate partner relationship.

3. Percent calculations exclude respondents who have never been in an intimate partner relationship, as well as those who did not have any contact with a current or
former intimate partner in the past 12 months.

4. Excludes sexual assault committed by a current or former intimate partner.

5. Unwanted sexualized behaviours include the following behaviours that may have occurred in a public place, at work or at school: inappropriate sexual jokes, unwanted
sexual attention, unwanted physical contact, suggestions that someone does not act like someone of that gender is supposed to act, being insulted, mistreated, ignored,
or excluded due to (actual or assumed) gender, sexual orientation, or gender identity, and indecent exposure.

Note: The category “Women+” includes women, as well as some non-binary respondents and some respondents who did not state their gender, while the category “Men+”
includes men, as well as some non-binary persons and some respondents who did not state their gender. Percent calculations include missing responses.

Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces, 2025.
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