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Homicide in Canada, 2020: Highlights  

 In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, physical distancing and stay-at-home orders, overall police-reported crime 
has decreased in 2020. In contrast, police reported 743 homicides in 2020, an increase of 56 homicides over the 
previous year, and the highest number since 1991. This represents a 7% increase in the homicide rate from 1.83 
homicides per 100,000 population in 2019 to 1.95 in 2020, which is the highest rate since 2005. 

 The increase in the national number of homicides was the result of more victims in Alberta (+39) and Nova Scotia 
(+29). The Nova Scotia attacks in April 2020 had a significant impact on the number of homicides in the province, 
accounting for 22 homicide victims.  

 Toronto, Canada’s most populous census metropolitan area (CMA), had the highest number of homicides of all CMAs in 
2020 with 105 victims, which was a decrease of 25 victims from 2019. Toronto had a homicide rate of 1.62 victims per 
100,000 population in 2020, below the national rate of 1.95 and a 20% decrease from the previous year’s rate (2.03).  

 For the fifth consecutive year, Thunder Bay CMA reported the highest homicide rate in Canada, with 6.35 homicide 
victims per 100,000 population.  

 As a result of increases in firearm-related homicides in Nova Scotia (+22) and Alberta (+21), the national rate for 
firearm-related homicide increased 5% in 2020, which follows the general trend of increases seen in the rate of 
firearm-related homicides since 2013. On the other hand, the rate of gang-related homicides decreased 10% from 
2019 to 0.39 victims per 100,000 population, the lowest rate since 2016. 

 In 2020 there were 201 Indigenous victims of homicide reported by police. Of these, 163 were men (81%) and 38 
were women (19%). The number of Indigenous men who were victims increased (+32) to its highest count since 
2014, when complete data on Indigenous identity first became available. In 2020, there were 9 fewer Indigenous 
women victims of homicide than in 2019, marking the first decrease in 4 years. 

 The rate of homicide for Indigenous peoples in 2020 was almost seven times higher than the rate for non-Indigenous 
people (10.05 per 100,000 population for Indigenous peoples, compared with 1.41 for non-Indigenous people). The 
highest homicide rates were among Indigenous men, followed by Indigenous women, non-Indigenous men and the 
lowest homicide rates were among non-Indigenous women. 

 While the number of spousal homicides decreased by 9 in 2020, Canada saw more homicides committed by other 
family members (+11), intimate partners (+7), acquaintances (+14), and strangers (+24). Homicides committed by 
those with a criminal relationship to the victim saw no changes between 2019 and 2020. 
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Homicide in Canada, 2020 
by Amelia Armstrong and Brianna Jaffray, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics 

In Canada, homicides represent a fraction of the total number of police-reported violent Criminal Code offences each year.1 
In 2020, 0.2% of violent crimes were considered a homicide (Moreau 2021)—that is, first degree murder, second degree 
murder, infanticide or manslaughter. While homicide occurs relatively infrequently in Canada, homicide rates are considered a 
benchmark for measuring levels of violent activity both in Canada and internationally (Ouimet and Montmagny-Grenier 2014). 

Unlike other crimes, the definition of homicide tends to be fairly consistent across nations. It is also not subject to frequent 
change or differences in reporting behaviour when compared with other crimes and there is more international consensus on 
the nature and meaning of homicide than any other criminal offence. Thus, homicide is important to examine, not only 
because of its severity, but also because it is considered as a comparable and reliable barometer of violence in society. 
Further, homicide rates may influence perceptions of safety within communities (Romer et al. 2003). 

Though homicide is relatively rare in Canada, rates in recent years have been higher compared to a number of other 
countries. According to the most recent international homicide data compiled by the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC 2019a), Canada’s 2018 homicide rate of 1.8 per 100,000 population was higher than the rates recorded in 
other G20 countries like Japan (0.3), China (0.5), Australia (0.9), and France (1.2), while it was lower than the United States 
(5.0), Canada’s closest geographical neighbour. The highest homicide rates among G20 countries in 2018 were in Brazil 
(27.4), Mexico (29.1) and South Africa (36.5), which far surpassed the rate in Canada in 2018.  

Using data from Statistics Canada's Homicide Survey, this Juristat article first provides an overview of the context surrounding 
homicides in 2020, given the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. This is followed by an analysis of changes in homicides in 
Canada over time and the characteristics of homicides committed in 2020. It presents information on the age and gender of 
homicide victims, the methods used to commit homicides (including the use of firearms), whether the homicide was determined 
to be gang-related, the relationship of the accused to the victim, as well as other characteristics of the accused. In addition, 
information is presented on homicide victims and accused who were identified as First Nations, Métis or Inuit.2 

The COVID-19 pandemic in relation to homicides in 2020 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had profound impacts on Canadian society since it began in March 2020. Many cities enacted 
temporary public health measures to reduce the spread of the virus and prevent the health care systems from being 
overburdened, encouraging Canadians to stay home and respect the concept of “physical distancing”. As a result, especially 
in the first few months of the pandemic, many Canadians spent more time at home, and many businesses closed temporarily 
or adapted to the changing environment by offering new services. Among countless other impacts, these marked societal and 
economic changes have contributed to a shift in crime patterns across Canada (Moreau 2021). 

There is no single determining factor that influences whether or not a homicide occurs, rather, there are a number of complex 
economic, societal and situational influences. Due to the complexity of this type of event, it can be difficult to determine a 
single motivating factor. However, in Canada, where spousal, intimate partner and family-related homicide account for over 
one-third of homicides each year, increased time spent in the household due to lockdowns and stay-at-home orders could 
lead to increased tension and strain on relationships or households already prone to violence. In addition, in a recent 
crowdsource survey, many respondents indicated that they had changed their alcohol and cannabis consumption habits 
during the pandemic, often as a result of increased stress, boredom or loneliness (Statistics Canada 2021), and alcohol and 
illicit drug use is a known risk factor for homicide (UNODC 2019b; Rivara 1997).  

In 2020, the national crime rate decreased 10% from the previous year, and the Crime Severity Index (CSI), which measures 
the volume and severity of police-reported crime in Canada, decreased 8%. Both the violent and non-violent CSIs also 
decreased. In contrast, homicides, which have a significant influence on the overall and violent CSIs due to the severity of 
this crime, increased in 2020. Information on the broader social and economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic can be 
found on the “Statistics Canada’s COVID-19 hub.” 

National homicide rate increases for second consecutive year; highest rate since 2005 

While overall crime decreased in 2020, police reported 743 homicides, the highest number since 1991 and an increase of 56 
homicides over the previous year (687 homicides in 2019) (Table 1a).3 This represented a 7% increase4 in the homicide rate, 
which went from 1.83 homicides per 100,000 population in 2019 to 1.95 per 100,000 population in 2020, and was the highest 
national homicide rate since 2005 (Table 1b). This was the second consecutive year of increases to both the number and 
rate of homicides at the national level. For the fifth year in a row—since 2016—the national homicide rate was higher than the 
average of the previous decade (1.68 per 100,000 population for 2010 to 2019).  
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Despite annual fluctuations and two consecutive years of increases, the homicide rate has generally been on a downward 
trend in Canada since it last peaked in 1991 at 2.69 homicides per 100,000 population (Chart 1).  

 

The increase in the national number of homicides in 2020 was driven primarily by large increases in Alberta (+39) and 
Nova Scotia (+29) (Table 1a).  

In Alberta, there were 139 homicides in 2020, the highest number since data collection began in 1961. The homicide rate of 
3.14 per 100,000 was the highest recorded since 2015 (3.21) (Table 1b), despite a decrease in the overall and violent CSI in 
the province (Moreau 2021). This year-over-year increase can be largely attributed to increases in the number of homicides 
in the census metropolitan areas (CMAs)5 of Calgary (+15) and Edmonton (+15) (Table 2).  

In Nova Scotia, there were 35 homicides in 2020, which was the highest number since homicide data became available in 
1961.6 In addition, Nova Scotia’s homicide rate was 3.57 per 100,000 population. The vast majority of the increase was due 
to an attack in April 2020 when, over the course of two days, an individual committed multiple shootings and set fires at 
multiple locations in Nova Scotia, killing 22 people and injuring 3 others (Slaughter and Bogart 2020). In addition, there were 
4 more homicides that occurred in the CMA of Halifax. 

Quebec (+10), British Columbia (+8), Saskatchewan (+5) and Northwest Territories (+4) also recorded increases in the 
number of homicides from 2019. These increases were only partially offset by a decline in homicides in the remaining 
provinces and territories, with Ontario (-19) and Manitoba (-10) recording the largest year-over-year decreases (Table 1a). 

National rate and number of attempted murders decreases in 2020 

The rate of attempted murder in Canada has consistently been higher than the rate of homicide since the late 1970s. Like the 
homicide rate, it has generally been declining, despite increases in both the number of homicides and attempted murders in 
recent years. In 2020, the national attempted homicide rate decreased slightly to 2.27 attempted homicides per 100,000 
population from 2.33 in 2019, a decrease of 2.3%.  

Nationally, Canada reported 11 fewer attempted murders in 2020 (864) than in 2019 (875). Six provinces and territories reported 
an increase in attempted murder in 2020, with Quebec (+46) seeing the largest year-over-year increase. News reports have 
identified an increase in firearm-related crime in Quebec, specifically in the Montréal CMA (MacKenzie 2021). This is supported 
by police services in the Montréal CMA, who reported 30 more attempted murders overall in 2020 than in 2019.  

In contrast, Ontario and Saskatchewan saw the largest year-over-year decreases, each with 25 fewer attempted murders in 
2020 than in 2019. Prince Edward Island was the only province or territory to report no attempted murders in 2020. 
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Provincial homicide rates remain highest in Saskatchewan and Manitoba 

Similar to the overall crime rate, homicide rates have been historically higher in Canada’s western provinces. In 2020, 
Saskatchewan recorded the highest provincial homicide rate with 5.09 homicides per 100,000 population, up from 4.69 in 
2019 and the highest since provincial homicide rates became available in 1961 (Chart 2, Table 1b). In 2019, Saskatchewan 
had the second highest homicide rate, behind Manitoba. 

 

Despite a decrease in 2020, Manitoba recorded the second highest homicide rate, at 4.50 homicides per 100,000 population, 
down from 5.26 in 2019. Manitoba was followed by Nova Scotia, which saw a substantial increase in their homicide rate to 
3.57 per 100,000 population. As noted, this significant increase in the number of homicides and the high homicide rate can 
be attributed almost entirely to the Nova Scotia attacks in April 2020.  

Prince Edward Island had the lowest homicide rate where at least 1 homicide occurred, at 0.63 homicides per 100,000 
population, while Yukon was the only province or territory to report no homicides in 2020. 

The Northwest Territories was the only territory to report an increase (+4) in homicides in 2020, with Yukon (-1) and Nunavut 
(-4) both reporting decreases (Table 1a).7  

Decrease in homicides in northern Canada 

The number of homicides in Canada’s north,8 which includes both the provincial north and the three territories, decreased by 
7 victims in 2020 (108 in 2019 to 101 in 2020). Meanwhile, the overall increase in homicides in Canada could generally be 
attributed to a higher number of homicides in southern Canada,9 which saw an increase of 63 homicide victims in 2020.  

The majority of this increase in southern Canada came from increases in Alberta, who reported a significant rise in homicides in 
both Edmonton and Calgary CMAs, and Nova Scotia, who experienced an attack resulting in 22 homicide victims. In Edmonton 
and Calgary CMAs, these increases came largely from an increase in firearm-related homicides. Edmonton CMA saw a 97% 
increase in the rate of firearm-related homicides10 in 2020 (1.09 victims per 100,000 population in 2020) compared with 2019 
(0.55), while Calgary saw a 48% increase (1.17 victims per 100,000 in 2020, compared with 0.79 in 2019). 

In 2020, the homicide rate for the northern regions of Canada was 2.5 times higher than the homicide rate for the southern 
regions (4.43 victims per 100,000 population compared with 1.80) (Chart 3).  
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Number of homicides increase in more than half of census metropolitan areas  

In 2020, the number of homicides increased in 20 of Canada’s 36 CMAs,11 decreased in 12 and remained unchanged in 4. The 
largest increases were reported in Calgary and Edmonton (both +15), while the largest decline was reported in Toronto (-25) 
(Table 2). Toronto, Canada’s most populous CMA, had the largest number of homicides of all CMAs, reporting 105 victims of 
homicide. This was the second consecutive year (130 victims in 2019) that the number of homicides decreased in Toronto 
after reaching a peak of 145 victims in 2018, which was the largest number of victims reported since collection of homicide 
data by CMA began in 1981.  

The increase in homicides reported in Calgary in 2020 may be attributed to increases in the number of firearm (+6) and gang-
related homicides (+3).12 There was also a substantial increase in the number of victims killed by an acquaintance (+11).  

In the CMA of Edmonton, there was also a higher number of homicides involving a firearm (+8) and more gang-related 
homicides (+3). Similar to the Calgary CMA, Edmonton saw an increase (+4) in the number of homicides committed by an 
acquaintance.  

In 2020, Toronto reported decreases in both the number of homicides involving a firearm (-14) and the number of gang-
related homicides (-11) from the previous year.  

Thunder Bay census metropolitan area reports highest homicide rate for fifth consecutive year  

With 8 homicides in 2020, Thunder Bay recorded the highest homicide rate among all CMAs for the fifth consecutive year 
(6.35 homicides per 100,000 population)—an increase of 14% from 2019 (5.57) (Table 2). In contrast, the CMA of Toronto, 
which had the highest number of homicides in Canada, had a homicide rate of 1.62 per 100,000 population—lower than the 
national rate of 1.95 per 100,000 population and a 20% decrease from the previous year.  

Barrie and Saguenay were the only two CMAs to report no homicides in 2020. Among CMAs with at least 1 homicide, the 
lowest rates were in Sherbrooke (0.48 victims per 100,000 population), Saint John (0.76), Québec (0.85) and Ottawa (0.90). 
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More than one in three homicides in Canada are firearm-related 

Historically, shooting and stabbing have been the most common methods used to commit homicide in Canada. However, in 
the past five years shooting has become more common (Chart 4), accounting for 37% to 41% of all homicides where the 
method used to commit the homicide was known. Throughout this period, stabbings have accounted for 29% to 33%, with 
2020 reporting the highest proportion. Homicides resulting from beatings rose from 15%13 in 2019 to 18%14 in 2020. On the 
other hand, homicides via drug overdose and smoke inhalation or burns were the only specified methods that showed a 
meaningful decrease from 2019 to 2020 (3% to 2% and 2% to 1%, respectively).  

 

Nationally, firearm-related homicides account for about one in five firearm-related fatalities. According to the 2019 vital 
statistics death database (the latest year for which figures are available), there were a total of 708 deaths in Canada from 
firearm-related injuries compared to 680 in 2018. Among these, 75% were suicides, 23% were homicides and 2% were 
classified as accidental (Statistics Canada 2020a). 

In 2020, there were 277 homicides caused by a firearm (firearm-related), 15 more than in 2019 (Table 3a).15 The firearm-
related homicide rate (0.73 per 100,000 population) increased slightly from the previous year (0.70 per 100,000 population) 
(Chart 5). The rate of firearm-related homicides have been generally increasing over the last eight years, seeing a 91% 
increase from 2013 to 2020. However in 2020, 39% of firearm-related homicides were related to gang activity, the lowest 
proportion since 2015. Overall, in 2020, gang-related homicides committed with a firearm represented 14% of all homicides, 
compared to 20% the year before and 19% in 2018. 
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The rise in total firearm-related homicides in Canada is a result of the increases in Nova Scotia (+22), and Alberta (+21). 
Nova Scotia’s increase was due to the 22 homicides that occurred during the Nova Scotia attacks, while increases in Alberta 
can mostly be attributed to more incidents occurring the CMAs.  

In contrast, almost every other province saw decreases in the number of firearm-related homicides, with CMAs accounting for 
the overall majority of this decrease. The CMAs of Toronto (-14) and Montréal (-11) saw the largest decreases in firearm-
related homicides in Canada (Table 3b).  

The largest increases in firearm-related homicides among the CMAs occurred in Edmonton (+8 victims) and Calgary (+6 victims), 
while 13 of the 36 CMAs recorded fewer firearm-related homicides than in 2019 (Table 3b). Edmonton’s increase in firearm-
related homicides resulted in a 97% increase in the rate from 0.55 per 100,000 population in 2019 to 1.09 in 2020. Among 
the CMAs, the highest rate of firearm-related homicides in 2020 was in Regina (1.89 per 100,000 population), followed by 
Saskatoon (1.76 per 100,000 population). 

The CMA of Toronto, on the other hand, saw a 22% decrease in the rate of firearm-related homicides from 1.03 per 100,000 
population to 0.80. However, both the CMA of Edmonton and Toronto’s rates were still slightly higher than their 10-year 
average (1.08 per 100,000 and 0.76 per 100,000, respectively). 

Nunavut reported one firearm-related homicide in 2020, the sole territory to do so, while Prince Edward Island, Yukon, and 
the Northwest Territories reported none.  

Handguns remain the most widely used firearm in homicides 

The type of firearm used to commit homicide in Canada has changed over the past 30 years. Prior to the 1990s, rifles or 
shotguns were used far more frequently than handguns. However, a shift towards the use of handguns in homicides in 
Canada has been observed since the early 1990s (Table 4, Chart 6). 
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Handguns continued to be the most used firearm in homicides in 2020 with 49% of all firearm-related homicides being 
committed with a handgun. The proportion of handguns used in firearm-related homicides was higher than other types of 
firearms in all provinces except Saskatchewan and Alberta where a rifle or shotgun was used in 83% and 45%, respectively, 
of firearm-related homicides. This was also the case in Nova Scotia, where the type of firearm was unknown for two-thirds of 
firearm-related homicides in 2020.  

Gang-related homicides decline in 2020  

There were 148 gang-related homicides in 2020, 14 fewer than in 2019.16 After three years of gang-related homicides 
accounting for about one-quarter, this proportion decreased to 20% in 2020. As such, the rate of gang-related homicides in 
2020 (0.39 per 100,000 population) decreased 10% from the previous year. This marks the lowest rate since 2016 (Chart 7). 
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While gang-related homicides declined or remained the same in 7 provinces, the largest decreases were reported in Ontario 
(-8 homicides), Quebec (-6), and Manitoba (-6) (Table 5a). In Ontario, some of the decrease was attributable to fewer gang-
related homicides in the CMA of Toronto (Table 5b). The decline in Quebec was predominantly in Montreal (-12), while 
Manitoba’s decrease can be attributed to Winnipeg (-4). 

The number of gang-related homicides in the province of Quebec continued to decline for the second consecutive year, from 
21 victims in 2019 to 15 in 2020. Ontario saw a decrease in 2020 after gang-related homicides had steadily increased over 
the previous 4 years. 

Firearms are often involved in gang-related homicides. However, nation-wide, the proportion of these homicides declined to 
its lowest level since 2013, from 83% of all gang-related homicides in 2019 to 72% in 2020. The total number of gang-related 
homicides committed with a firearm also decreased by 20% from 2019 to 2020 at the national level. 

In 2020, 84% of gang-related homicides occurred in an urban area while 16% occurred in a rural area. In comparison, 77% of 
non-gang related homicides happened in an urban area and 23% in a rural area. At 20 gang-related homicides, 
Saskatchewan had the highest percentage of gang-related homicides in a rural area (40%), Quebec, with 15 gang-related 
homicides, was second with 27%. 

Nationally, almost 8 out of every 10 (79%) gang-related homicides were committed with a firearm17 and, of these, 63% were 
committed with a handgun.  

Homicides involving multiple victims are relatively rare 

Over the last 10 years (2011-2020), there have been 265 incidents involving more than one victim of homicide. In all, these 
multiple-victim incidents resulted in 602 victims. Multiple-victim incidents accounted for 5% of all homicide incidents and 
represented 10% of all victims in that period.  

Most multi-victim incidents in the past decade were committed with a firearm—in fact, 55%18 of all multiple victim homicides 
were committed with a firearm, compared with 33%19 of single victim homicides. This is reflected in the major homicide 
events that have occurred in Canada in the last few years, including the Nova Scotia shootings in 2020,20 the shooting in 
Toronto on Danforth Avenue in 2018, and the mass shooting at the Islamic Cultural Centre of Québec in 2017.  

Multiple and single-victim homicides also differ when it comes to the relationship of the accused to the victim. Victims of multi-
victim homicides were most likely to be killed by a spouse or family member (46%), while victims of single-victim homicides 
were more often killed by an acquaintance (38%). About a third of multi-victim homicides were committed by acquaintances 
(29%). Both multiple and single-victim homicides were equally likely to involve a stranger (17% and 16%, respectively). 
Multiple and single-victim homicides also had similar solve rates, 79% of multi-victim homicides and 76% of single-victim 
homicides were solved in the last 10 years. 

 

Text box 1 
A look at solve rates from the Homicide Survey 

A homicide incident is considered solved (or ‘cleared’21) when police either report laying or recommending a charge of homicide 
against at least one accused person or they report clearing a homicide by other means (e.g., the suicide of the accused person).22 
Where there are multiple victims involved in a single homicide incident, the solved status of the incident applies to each victim. In 
incidents where there are multiple accused persons involved, a homicide is considered solved on the date when the first accused 
person in the case is identified by police. 

Homicides may be solved months or years after they occur. The Homicide Survey collects updates for previously reported 
homicides to revise the solved status and to allow for the collection of additional details gathered throughout homicide investigations, 
if applicable. In all cases, the number of solved homicides are always reported according to the year in which they were reported by 
the police to the Homicide Survey (which also corresponds to the year in which the incident was deemed a homicide by the police 
and began being investigated as such). For instance, as of December 31, 2020, 517 of the 743 homicides that occurred in 2020 had 
been solved, resulting in a solve rate of 70% which is slightly lower than the rates at the end of 2018 and 2019 and lower than the 
average over the previous 10 years—2011 to 2020 (76%). During the 2021 data collection cycle, some of the outstanding unsolved 
homicides may become solved, which would then increase the solve rate for homicides reported in 2020 or any other year prior. 

Over the last decade, nearly seven in ten (68%) homicides were solved within one week of the incident, while a further 26% were 
solved between 8 and 364 days. From 2011 to 2020, only 6% of solved homicides took one year or more to clear. Of these 
homicides, the median solve time was 2 days.23  

More specifically, from 2011 to 2020, 72% of homicides involving an Indigenous victim were solved within a week, which is higher than the 
66% of homicides involving non-Indigenous victims. Gang-related homicides took longer to solve than non-gang-related homicides, with a 
median solve time of 10.5 days for gang-related homicides compared to 1 day for non-gang-related homicides, which confirms previous 
findings of gang-related homicides tending to be more difficult to solve (Cotter 2014; Trussler 2010).  
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Solve rates higher for homicides involving Indigenous victims 

By the end of 2020, police services had solved 79% of the 2019 homicides involving an Indigenous victim compared to 69% 
for non-Indigenous victims. However, this is largely reflective of solve rates involving men victims, as 81% of homicides 
involving Indigenous men were solved compared to 63% of homicides involving non-Indigenous men. In contrast, the solve 
rate for homicides with women victims was higher for non-Indigenous women: 91% compared to 77% of homicides involving 
Indigenous women. The relatively low solve rate for non-Indigenous men may be related to the fact that 65% of these 
unsolved homicides were gang-related. In contrast, 20% of the unsolved homicides involving victims who were Indigenous 
men were gang-related.  

Rate of homicide for Indigenous peoples almost seven times higher than for non-Indigenous people 

A history of colonization, including residential schools, work camps and forced relocation is identified as having profoundly 
impacted First Nations, Métis, and Inuit (Indigenous) communities and families (Bombay et al. 2014; Bombay et al. 2011; 
Bombay et al. 2009; MMIWG 2019; The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2015). Indigenous peoples often 
experience social and institutional marginalization, discrimination, and various forms of trauma and violence—including 
intergenerational trauma and gender-based violence. As a result, many Indigenous peoples experience challenging social 
and economic circumstances (Arriagada et al. 2020; MMIWG 2019; Statistics Canada 2020b; The Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada 2015). These factors play a significant role in the overrepresentation of Indigenous people in the 
criminal justice system and as victims of crime (Ontario Human Rights Commission 2003; House of Commons 2018). 

Indigenous peoples accounted for 5% of Canada's population in 2020, but 28% of all homicide victims. Of the 201 Indigenous 
victims of homicide reported by police in 2020, 163 were men (81%) and 38 were women (19%) (Table 6). The number of 
victims who were Indigenous men increased (+32) to its highest count since 2014 when complete data on Indigenous identity 
first became available. In 2020, there were 9 fewer Indigenous women who were victims of homicide than in 2019, marking 
the first decrease in 4 years.24  

Similar to 2019, the rate of homicide for Indigenous peoples in 2020 was seven times higher than the rate for non-Indigenous 
people (10.05 per 100,000 population for Indigenous peoples, compared with 1.41 for non-Indigenous people) (Chart 8, 
Table 6).25 The highest homicide rates were among Indigenous men, followed by Indigenous women, non-Indigenous men 
and the lowest homicide rates were among non-Indigenous women (Chart 8). 

 

The rate of homicide for Indigenous people in 2020 grew 10% from the rate in 2019 (9.17), and remained above the average 
rate 2014 to 2019 (8.17). This was also true for victims who were Indigenous men (16.50 per 100,000 Indigenous men in 
2020; 13.60 in 2019; and 12.20 for the average between 2014 and 2019) but not for Indigenous women (3.76 per 100,000 
Indigenous women in 2020; 4.76 in 2019; and 4.23 for the average between 2014 and 2019).  

Among the provinces, the rate of Indigenous homicide victims was highest in Saskatchewan in 2020 (22.74 per 100,000 
Indigenous population), followed by Alberta (18.29) and Manitoba (15.32) (Table 6). Overall, 59% of homicides of Indigenous 
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victims (118 victims) occurred in rural areas outside of a CMA, and 41% occurred in a CMA (83 victims). This aligns with the 
proportion of the Indigenous population who live outside of a CMA—in 2020, 59% of Indigenous people in Canada lived 
outside of a CMA.26 

Among the homicides that occurred in a CMA, the number of Indigenous victims was greatest in Winnipeg (21 victims), 
followed by Edmonton (17 victims), and Saskatoon (13 victims). 

Indigenous victims much younger than non-Indigenous victims 

In 2020, the average age of victims was 37—slightly lower than in 2019. Over the last decade, as the average age of the 
population in general has increased, the average age of victims has only increased slightly from an average age of 36 in 2011 to 
38 in 2019 (Statistics Canada 2020c). In fact, the average age for both men and women victims have remained fairly consistent 
over the last decade, although women victims have generally had a higher average age over the past 10 years than men.  

Indigenous victims were generally younger than non-Indigenous victims in 2020, reflecting the fact that the Indigenous 
population is, on average, younger than the non-Indigenous population. While the average age for Indigenous victims was 31 
years, non-Indigenous victims were, on average, 39 years of age. Even greater age differences were seen among 
Indigenous victims who were women. The average age for Indigenous women victims was much younger at 29 compared to 
43 for non-Indigenous women. However, among men, the average age for Indigenous victims was 32 years and 38 years for 
non-Indigenous victims, similar to the overall age. 

Victims reported as missing prior to the incident being identified as a homicide 

In 2020, 40 victims of homicide were identified as missing at the time the homicide became known to police; of these, 43% 
(17 victims) were Indigenous. The proportion of victims reported as missing prior to the incident being identified as a homicide 
was higher for Indigenous victims (8%) than non-Indigenous victims (5%). This was also true for both men and women victims. 
Eight percent of Indigenous men victims were reported as missing before being identified as homicide victims as was the case 
for 4% of non-Indigenous men victims. For women, 11% of Indigenous victims were initially reported as missing compared to 7% 
of non-Indigenous. Missing Indigenous men victims had the highest rate per 100,000 population of victims missing at the time of 
the homicide in 2020 (1.32 per 100,000), followed by missing Indigenous women victims (0.40 per 100,000), victims who were 
non-Indigenous men (0.08 per 100,000), and victims who were non-Indigenous women (0.05 per 100,000).  

Rate of Indigenous peoples accused of homicide higher than non-Indigenous accused persons 

Police identified 621 accused in relation to homicides reported for 2020. The vast majority of them (93%) were cleared by charge 
or charges were recommended. The remaining 7% were cleared otherwise,27 most often due to the death of the accused.  

In 2020, 37% of persons accused of homicide were reported by police as Indigenous, a proportion which remained 
unchanged from 2019 (37%). The rate of Indigenous persons accused of homicide in 2020 was nearly 11 times higher 
compared to non-Indigenous accused persons, a difference that has been similar in previous years (Table 6). 

In 2020, the rate of Indigenous men accused of homicide (18.53 per 100,000 Indigenous men) was ten times higher than that 
of non-Indigenous men (1.84 per 100,000 non-Indigenous men) and over five times higher than the rate of Indigenous 
women accused (3.46 per 100,000 Indigenous women). 

Indigenous accused peoples were younger than non-Indigenous accused in 2020. The average age for Indigenous accused 
persons was 27 years old compared to 34 years old for non-Indigenous persons. Statistics Canada began collecting 
complete data for Indigenous and non-Indigenous people in 2014. From 2014 to 2019, the average age of accused persons 
was 28 for Indigenous accused and 33 for non-Indigenous, meaning that the 2020 average age for both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous accused was in line with the average age of the previous 6 years.  

As noted since the collection of data on Indigenous identity began, Indigenous accused were as likely as non-Indigenous 
accused to be involved in a gang-related homicide in 2020 (15% of Indigenous accused and 15% of non-Indigenous accused). 

One in four victims were reported as a visible minority 

In 2019, the Homicide Survey was revised to collect, for the first time, information on whether victims and accused persons 
were members of population groups designated as visible minorities. 
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Of the 719 homicide victims for whom police reported a visible minority identity in 2020, police reported 25%, or 179 victims, 
as visible minorities (50% of whom were identified as Black). In 2020, victims identified as a visible minority tended to be men 
(89%), while 72% of non-visible minority victims were men. Visible minority victims also tended to be younger, with an 
average age of 32 in 2020 versus 39 for non-visible minority victims.  

In 2020, homicides involving a victim who was identified as a visible minority were less likely to be solved than those 
involving non-visible minorities (55% versus 74%). For the solved homicides, victims who were visible minorities were most 
commonly killed by a stranger (34%), followed by an acquaintance (26%).28 However, almost two-thirds of victims who were 
identified as both women and visible minorities were killed by a spouse or family member.  

Almost half of victims of homicide identified as visible minorities were reported in Ontario (88 or 49%), largely in the CMA of 
Toronto (66). The province of Ontario has the largest visible minority population, with 51% of people residing in the Toronto 
CMA designated as visible minorities, although they accounted for 69% of homicide victims there. 

Similar to the proportion of victims reported as a visible minority, police reported 25% of accused persons as visible minority 
identity in 2020. Again, these accused were largely reported in Ontario (93 identified accused or 63%). Of the accused 
identified as a visible minority almost all of them were men (95%). 

 

Text box 2 
Police-reported hate motivated homicides during the COVID-19 pandemic 

During the pandemic, various issues related to safety and discrimination were exposed and exacerbated in Canada, including 
hate crime. According to a crowdsourcing initiative29 conducted by Statistics Canada, in the early months of the pandemic, 
the proportion of participants designated as visible minorities who perceived an increase in race-based harassment or attacks 
was three times larger than the proportion among the rest of the population (18% versus 6%) (Statistics Canada 2020d). This 
difference was most pronounced among Chinese (30%), Korean (27%), and Southeast Asian (19%) participants. 

Hate crimes target the integral and visible parts of a person's identity and may disproportionately affect the wider community. 
A hate crime incident may be carried out against a person or property and may target a person’s race, colour, national or 
ethnic origin, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, language, sex, age, mental or physical disability, or 
any other similar factor. In addition, four specific offences are listed as hate propaganda or hate crimes in the Criminal Code 
of Canada: advocating genocide, public incitement of hatred, willful promotion of hatred and mischief motivated by hate in 
relation to property used by an identifiable group. Police data on hate crimes reflect only those incidents that come to the 
attention of police and that are subsequently classified as hate crimes.  

Homicides that are hate-motivated are very rare in Canada, and make up a small proportion of the total police-reported hate 
crimes. In 2020, police reported 4 incidents that resulted in 6 homicide victims that were hate-motivated. This represents 0.15% 
of the total 2,669 hate crime incidents reported by police in 2020. The total number of police-reported hate crimes increased by 
37% in 2020. Similarly, hate-motivated homicides went from 2 incidents in 2019 to 4 in 2020 (Moreau 2021). The number of 
homicide victims (6) in 2020 is the highest count since 2017 where 7 victims of hate-motivated homicides were reported. 

Although much of the rise in total police-reported hate crimes targeted race or ethnicity, there were no homicides reported in 
2020 that were motivated by hate of a race or ethnicity. Instead, the majority of the hate-motivated homicides targeted sex 
(67%), followed by religion (17%), and sexual orientation (17%). Since the yearly numbers of hate-related homicides are so 
low, they do not necessarily follow the same trends as total hate crime incidents and the motivating factors can fluctuate 
greatly from year to year. 

In 2020, hate-motivated homicides occurred in 2 of the 13 provinces and territories, Ontario (3) and British Columbia (3). 
These hate-motivated homicides occurred in CMAs, namely Vancouver (3), Toronto (2), and Thunder Bay (1).  

For more information on police-reported hate crime, refer to Statistics Canada data table 35-10-0066-01. A detailed 
analytical Juristat on police-reported hate crime in Canada for the year 2020 will be released in early 2022.  
 

Most victims knew their killer 

Consistent with previous years, approximately 4 out of 5 victims of solved homicides in 2020 knew their killer. Over one-third 
(38%) of all homicide victims were killed by an acquaintance (i.e., non-family), and another third (31%) were killed by a family 
member (including 10% killed by a spouse and 20% killed by another family member), while 18% were killed by a stranger, 
8% were killed by someone with whom they had a criminal relationship (e.g., drug dealers and their clients), and 5% were 
killed by someone with whom they had a current or former intimate relationship (Table 7).  
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With the exception of spousal homicides, the number of homicides for other principal types of relationships all increased or 
remained the same. While the number of spousal homicides decreased by 9 in 2020, Canada saw more homicides 
committed by other family members (+11), intimate partners (+7), acquaintances (+14), and strangers (+24). Homicides 
committed by those with a criminal relationship to the victim saw no changes between 2019 and 2020 (Table 7).  

In 2020, the proportion of Indigenous victims killed by someone they knew (85%) was higher than non-Indigenous victims 
(71%) (Table 8).  

According to police-reported crime statistics, women accounted for about 8 in 10 victims of intimate partner violence in 2020. 
The same is true with respect to homicide. In 2020, 73% of homicide victims killed by a current or previous spouse or an 
intimate partner were women (Table 9).30 

 

Text box 3 
Spousal homicide amidst the COVID-19 pandemic 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, many organizations have identified concerns regarding intimate partner and family 
violence due to stay-at-home orders and lockdown measures put in place to address COVID-19 (WAGE 2021; United 
Nations 2020; Vaeza 2020). During this time, many daycares and schools were closed, and parents were encouraged to 
work from home, resulting in families spending much more time together in their households than usual during an 
exceptionally stressful period. In addition, previously identified risk factors for family violence such as social isolation, reduced 
income and job loss were amplified amidst the pandemic, potentially leading to increased tension in the home. In fact, a 
representative web panel survey conducted by Statistics Canada in March 2020 found that 8% of Canadians were concerned 
about violence in the home during the pandemic (Statistics Canada 2020e).  

According to a special study on selected police-reported crime and calls for service during the COVID-19 pandemic, during 
this period (March to December 2020), Canadian police services recorded a 7% increase in calls for service for domestic 
disturbances,31 however, the overall rate of police-reported family violence32 remained unchanged from 2019 (Moreau 2021). 
Similarly, when specifically examining spousal homicides in 2020,33 at the national-level, there were 9 fewer victims than in 
2019 (58 compared with 49).34 The majority of this decline was among women victims, which decreased from 45 in 2019 to 
36 in 2020. This was also the case in most regions of Canada; Ontario, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Quebec all reported 
decreases in the number of spousal homicides over what was seen in 2019, while British Columbia, the Atlantic region35 and 
Manitoba experienced slight increases (+1, +1 and +2, respectively), and the territories were unchanged.36 

In 2020, one in ten (10%) of homicides in Canada were committed by a current or former spouse or common-law partner, 
and of those, more than half were motivated by an argument or quarrel (31%) or frustration, despair, or anger (29%). A 
further 13% of spousal homicides were motivated by jealousy or envy.37 Overall, these were consistent with the most 
common motives of spousal homicide from previous years. 

When comparing spousal homicide at the geographical level, differences emerged between southern and northern Canada. 
Notably, victims in the North were more likely to be killed by a spouse (15% of all homicides) than those in the South 
(9%).38, 39 The motivations behind these spousal homicides varied slightly between the two areas. In northern Canada, the 
most common motive was an argument or quarrel (45%), which represented a larger proportion of spousal homicides than at 
the national level (31%), followed by frustration, anger or despair (27%). This was reversed in the South, where the most 
common motive was frustration, anger or despair (29%), followed by an argument or quarrel (26%).  

Markedly, the proportion of northern homicides in 2020 with a motive of “frustration, anger or despair” increased by 75% 
year-over-year. This could, at least in part, be attributed to the global COVID-19 pandemic, where stay-at-home orders 
encouraged Canadians to isolate from others outside of their household in order to minimize the spread of the virus. Much of 
northern Canada is rural, where isolation may have already been a reality and “physical distancing” guidance, combined with 
uncertainty and anxiety of the pandemic, could have amplified these feelings of frustration, anger and despair. 
 

A criminal history is common for both persons accused of homicide and victims 

The Homicide Survey first began collecting information on the criminal history of victims and accused persons in 1997, 
including the most serious conviction a person might have. With the redesign of the Homicide Survey in 2019, police are now 
asked to report any previous convictions, allowing for a more robust and complete picture of the criminal history of victims 
and those accused of homicide. 

In 2020, just under two-thirds (62%)40 of adults 18 years and older accused of homicide had a criminal record in Canada, 
whereas just under half (47%) of accused persons 12 to 17 years old had a youth record. Having a criminal record was more 
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common among accused men—both adults and youth—than women (64% of adult men compared to 49% of adult women, 
and 49% of youths who were boys compared to 25% youths who were girls). 

Just over half (54%)41 of adult homicide victims had a Canadian criminal record. Of the 32 youth victims aged 12 to 17 years, 
22% had a youth record. Similar to the accused, having a previous criminal conviction was more common among men in all 
age categories than women victims (62% of adult men compared to 27% of adult women, and 27% of youths who were boys 
compared to 10% of youths who were girls).  

Youth account for less than one in every ten persons accused of homicide 

In 2020, 45 youth aged 12 to 17 years were accused of homicide, accounting for 7% of all accused. This proportion was the 
same as the previous year (7%) as well as the previous 10-year average (7%).42 

Youth accused of homicide in 2020 were more likely than adults to be involved in a gang-related incident (24% of youth and 
14% of adult accused). These proportions were slightly higher than the 10-year average for youth (22%), but similar for adult 
accused (15%). This is in line with the average of the previous 10-years (2010-2019) where youths were 1.5 times more likely 
than an adult to be involved in a gang-related incident. 

The majority of youth and adult accused were men or boys in 2020, with increases being seen in the number of boys (youth) 
and men (adult) from 2019. The number of adult women accused also increased in 2020, while youths who were girls remained 
the same. The rates per 100,000 population were higher in boys (youth) than men (adult) (3.30 per 100,000 and 3.23 per 
100,000, respectively). Conversely, rates were higher for adult women at 0.49 per 100,000 than girls (youth) (0.33 per 100,000). 

One in five accused persons suspected of having a mental or developmental disorder 

Police suspected the presence of a mental or developmental disorder43 in 20%44 of persons accused of homicide in 2020. 
This proportion is slightly higher than the previous 10-year average (17%).45 Police suspected the presence of a mental 
disorder in women accused more frequently (25% of women accused)46  than when the accused was a man (20% of men 
accused).47 Over half (56%) of the solved homicides committed by someone with suspected mental or developmental 
disorder were committed against a spouse or family member. Moreover, homicides by someone with a suspected disorder 
were committed most often by persons aged 18 to 29 years (34%), followed by 30 to 39 years (27%). Accused persons 
suspected to have a mental or developmental disorder most often used a knife or other piercing or cutting instrument (40%) 
followed by a firearm (24%).48 

Summary 

Despite decreases in the national Crime Severity Index and Violent Crime Severity Index in 2020, the national homicide rate 
increased for the second year in a row. The 743 reported homicides in Canada were the most since 1991, while the homicide 
rate in 2020 was the highest since 2005.  

For the most part, the increase in the number of homicides was largely the result of a greater number of homicides in Alberta 
(+39) and Nova Scotia (+29). The Nova Scotia attacks in April 2020 had a significant impact on the homicide number and 
rate for Nova Scotia, accounting for 22 of the 35 homicide victims in that province. It also accounted for a large proportion of 
the 22 additional firearms-related homicides that occurred in Nova Scotia in 2020 and contributed to the overall increase 
(+15) in firearm-related homicides at the national level. 

Alberta was the other main contributor to the overall increase, with an additional 39 homicides in 2020. The increase in 
homicides in these two provinces was partially offset by decreases in Ontario (-19) and Manitoba (-10). Among CMAs, 
Edmonton and Calgary (each +15 homicides) had the largest increase, while a notable decrease in the Toronto CMA (-25) 
was recorded. 

Overall, the national rate of firearm-related homicides went up in 2020, with an increase of 5% over the 2019 rate, continuing 
the general trend of increases in the rate of firearm-related homicides since 2013. In contrast, the rate of gang-related 
homicides decreased 10% in 2020, marking the lowest rate since 2016.  

As in previous years, Indigenous peoples were over-represented as both victims and persons accused of homicide. While the 
number of women Indigenous victims declined in 2020, there was an increase in the number of male Indigenous victims. Also 
consistent with previous years, the majority of victims of solved homicides knew their killer—homicides by family members, 
intimate partners and acquaintances increased in 2020, while the number of spousal homicides decreased.  
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Survey description 

The Homicide Survey collects police-reported data on the characteristics of all homicide incidents, victims and accused 
persons in Canada. The Homicide Survey began collecting information on all murders in 1961 and was expanded in 1974 to 
include all incidents of manslaughter and infanticide. Although details on these incidents are not available prior to 1974, 
counts are available from the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (UCR) and are included in the historical aggregate totals. 

Whenever a homicide becomes known to police, the investigating police service completes the survey questionnaires, which 
are then sent to Statistics Canada. There are cases where homicides become known to police months or years after they 
occurred. These incidents are counted in the year in which they become known to police (based on the report date). 
Information on persons accused of homicide are only available for solved incidents (i.e., where at least one accused has 
been identified). Accused characteristics are updated as homicide cases are solved and new information is submitted to the 
Homicide Survey. Information collected through the victim and incident questionnaires is also accordingly updated as a result 
of a case being solved. For incidents involving more than one accused, only the relationship between the victim and the 
closest accused is recorded.  

Due to revisions to the Homicide Survey database, annual data reported by the Homicide Survey prior to 2015 may not 
match the annual homicide counts reported by the UCR. Data from the Homicide Survey are appended to the UCR database 
each year for the reporting of annual police reported crime statistics. Each reporting year, the UCR includes revised data 
reported by police for the previous survey year. In 2015, a review of data quality was undertaken for the Homicide Survey for 
all survey years from 1961 to 2014. The review included the collection of incident, victim and charged/suspect-chargeable 
records that were previously unreported to the Homicide Survey. In addition, the database excludes deaths, and associated 
accused records, which are not deemed as homicides by police any longer (i.e., occurrences of self-defence, suicide, 
criminal negligence causing death that had originally been deemed, but no longer considered homicides, by police). For 
operational reasons, these revisions were not applied to the UCR. 

Defining Indigenous identity for the Homicide Survey 

Indigenous identity is reported by police to the Homicide Survey and is determined through information found with the victim 
or accused person, such as status cards, or through information supplied by victims' or accused persons' families, the 
accused persons themselves, community members, or other sources (i.e., such as band records). Forensic evidence such as 
genetic testing results may also be an acceptable means of determining the Indigenous identity of victims. 

For the purposes of the Homicide Survey, Indigenous identity includes those identified as First Nations persons (either status 
or non-status), Métis, Inuit, or an Indigenous identity where the Indigenous group is not known to police. Non-Indigenous 
identity refers to instances where the police have confirmed that a victim or accused person is not identified as an Indigenous 
person. Indigenous identity reported as 'unknown' by police includes instances where police are unable to determine the 
Indigenous identity of the victim or accused person, where Indigenous identity is not collected by the police service, or where 
the accused person has refused to disclose their Indigenous identity to police. The term Indigenous will be used in place of 
Aboriginal throughout this report. 
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Notes 

1. For more information regarding police-reported violent Criminal Code incidents see Statistics Canada’s data table 35-10-0177-01. 

2. For the purposes of the Homicide Survey, Aboriginal identity includes victims and accused persons identified as First 
Nations persons (either status or non-status), Métis, Inuit, or an Aboriginal identity where the Aboriginal group is not known to 
police. The term Indigenous will be used in place of Aboriginal throughout this report. 
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3. In this article, the term “homicide” is used to refer to each single victim of homicide. For instance, a single incident can 
have more than one victim and for the purpose of this article, each victim would be counted as a homicide. 

4. Throughout this article, the calculation of percentage change is based on unrounded data. 

5. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban 
core. A CMA must have a total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included 
in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must have a high degree of integration with the central urban area, as measured by 
commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically comprises more than one police service. 

6. All instances of current counts being compared to previous year’s counts does not take into consideration any changes in 
population counts.  

7. Although Yukon, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut normally have fewer homicides than the provinces, the relatively 
low population count translates to higher and unstable rates, making it difficult to compare territorial homicide rates. 

8. Canada's North includes the three territories and the Provincial North. The Provincial North comprises the northern regions 
of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, and Newfoundland and Labrador, according to the 
definition agreed on by the Northern Development Ministers Forum and used by the Conference Board of Canada’s Centre 
for the North. Generally speaking, these northern boundaries reflect provincial administrative regions.  

9. Canada’s South refers to the southern regions of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec 
and Newfoundland and Labrador as well as Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 

10. A homicide is classified as firearm-related when the weapon used to cause death is a firearm. Firearms include handguns, 
rifles or shotguns, fully automatic firearms, firearm-like weapons (e.g., nail guns or pellet guns) and firearms—type unknown. 

11. There are 35 census metropolitan areas (CMAs) in Canada. For the purpose of this article, Ottawa refers to the Ontario 
part of the Ottawa-Gatineau CMA and Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa-Gatineau CMA. 

12. A homicide is classified as gang-related when police confirm or suspect that the accused person and/or victim involved in 
the homicide was either a member, or a prospective member, of an organized crime group or street gang or was somehow 
associated with an organized crime group or street gang, and the homicide was carried out as a result of this association. 
Prior to 2005, police were asked if the homicide was "gang-related". In 2005, the question was amended to give police the 
option of specifying whether the homicide was: (a) confirmed as gang-related or (b) suspected as being gang-related. 

13. Excludes 3% of homicides where the method used to commit the homicide was reported as unknown.  

14. Excludes 4% of homicides where the method used to commit the homicide was reported as unknown.  

15. A homicide is classified as firearm-related when the weapon used to cause death is a firearm. Firearms include handguns, 
rifles or shotguns, fully automatic firearms, firearm-like weapons (e.g., nail guns or pellet guns) and firearms - type unknown. 

16. A homicide is classified as gang-related when police confirm or suspect that the accused person and/or victim involved in 
the homicide was either a member, or a prospective member, of an organized crime group or street gang or was somehow 
associated with an organized crime group or street gang, and the homicide was carried out as a result of this association. 
Prior to 2005, police were asked if the homicide was "gang-related". In 2005, the question was amended to give police the 
option of specifying whether the homicide was: (a) confirmed as gang-related or (b) suspected as being gang-related. 

17. Excludes 9% of gang-related homicides where the type of weapon used was reported as unknown.  

18. Excludes 3% of multiple victim homicides where the weapon used to commit the homicide was reported as unknown.  

19. Excludes 5% of single victim homicides where the weapon used to commit the homicide was reported as unknown.  

20. The Nova Scotia shootings or Nova Scotia attacks in April of 2020 resulted in 22 homicide victims in 13 separate 
incidents. Even if it occurs in one continuous event, when a homicide occurs in a different location that previous or 
subsequent homicides, it is considered to be a separate incident. Thus, 7 of the incidents encompassed by the Nova Scotia 
attacks are considered to be multiple-victim incidents. 

21. The terms ‘solved’ and ‘cleared’ are used synonymously in this article to describe homicide incidents where police 
investigation has led to the identification of an accused person (charged/suspect-chargeable) and whether a charge has been 
laid or recommended, or cleared by other means. The term ‘cleared’ is widely recognized by North American and 
international law enforcement agencies. For further information regarding police-reported clearance rates refer to the Juristat 
article, “Police-reported clearance rates in Canada, 2010” (Hotton Mahony and Turner 2012). 

22. The Homicide Survey is a police-reported source of data, therefore it does not track court-related outcomes for homicide 
incidents such as decisions put forth by Crown attorneys, convictions, or sentencing-related information. For further information 
related to court decisions for homicide charges brought before the adult criminal court system in Canada, refer to the Juristat 
article, “Adult criminal court statistics in Canada, 2015/2016” (Maxwell 2017) or Statistics Canada data table 35-10-0027-01. 

23. Excludes less than 1% of homicides where either report date or clearance date provided were invalid. 
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24. In 2019, Statistics Canada released the Indigenous Statistics Portal which provides data on Indigenous communities, 
children and families, health and well-being, education, work and many other topics.  

25. Population counts prior to 2001 were not available for this Juristat article. Due to a lack of annual estimates of the Canadian population 
by Indigenous identity, the population counts used here were either calculated or projected, depending on the years. As a result, these 
population counts are subject to a certain level of uncertainty and could be revised in the future. Between the years 2001 and 2011, 
population counts were calculated using linear interpolations between the 2001 and 2006 censuses of population and the 2011 
National Household Survey (NHS)—adjusted for net undercoverage—of the population living on incompletely enumerated reserves and 
persons living in collective dwellings. Although information from the 2016 Census of Population broken down by Aboriginal identity was 
available at the time this Juristat article was written, the coverage studies that would have been used to adjust the 2016 data for net 
undercoverage were not. It was therefore impossible to linearly interpolate Indigenous populations consistently between 2011 and 2016. 
Moreover, given that the new projections based on the 2016 Census are not yet available, customized population projections, with the 
2011 NHS as their base population—adjusted for net undercoverage—of the population living on incompletely enumerated reserves and 
persons living in collective dwellings were used to prepare population counts for the period from 2012 to 2017. The selected projection 
assumptions regarding components of growth are mostly based on the constant fertility scenario from the publication Projections of the 
Aboriginal Population and Households in Canada, 2011 to 2036 (Statistics Canada 2015), whereas an additional calibration process using 
population estimates from 2012 to 2017 took into account the most recent trends in fertility, mortality, immigration, emigration and internal 
migration. The projected populations correspond to the mid-year population. 

26. Based on population estimates provided by the Centre for Demography on July 1st, 2020. 

27. ‘Cleared otherwise’ includes: suicide of charged/suspect-chargeable (CSC), death of CSC (not suicide), reason beyond 
control of department (policy), diplomatic immunity, CSC under 12 years of age, CSC committed to a mental health facility, 
CSC outside Canada cannot be returned, CSC involved in other criminal incidents, CSC already sentenced, departmental 
discretion, diversionary program, incident cleared by a lesser statute, incident cleared by other municipal/provincial/federal 
agency. 

28. Excludes 16% of victims who were visible minorities that had the relationship reported as unknown.  

29. While crowdsourcing initiatives can be conducted more quickly than traditional survey methods—and can provide more 
timely information—the data are not collected under a sample design using probability-based sampling. As a result, the 
findings cannot be generalized to the overall Canadian population. Rather, the information provides a picture of the 
experiences of participants. 

30. Excludes 1% of victims where gender was unknown. 

31. The special monthly data collection of police-reported crime and calls for service during the COVID-19 pandemic reported 
on domestic disturbances or domestic disputes; these calls may involve verbal quarrels to reports of violence at a residence. 
Some police services were unable to separate all call types according to the specific categories requested. Interpret calls for 
service data with caution.  

32. Family violence refers to violence committed by spouses (legally married, separated, divorced and common-law), parents 
(biological, step, adoptive and foster), children (biological, step, adopted and foster), siblings (biological, step, half, adopted 
and foster) and extended family members (e.g., grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins and in-laws). Victims in Quebec whose 
age was unknown but was miscoded as 0, as well as victims reported as aged 80 years and older, but identified as possible 
instances of miscoding of unknown age are treated as unknown age. Based on the Incident -based Uniform Crime Reporting 
Survey, Trend Database, which, as of 2009, includes data for 99% of the population of Canada. 

33. Homicide Survey data from the 2020 reporting year covers the period of January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020. 

34. Includes only the relationship among solved homicides. 

35. Atlantic Region includes Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. 

36. See Statistics Canada data table 35-10-0074-01. 

37. Excludes 8% of homicides committed by a current or former spouse or common law partner where the primary apparent 
motive was reported as unknown. 

38. Includes only the relationship among solved homicides. 

39. Excludes homicides where the closest accused relationship was reported as unknown. 

40. Excludes 1% of adult accused where the previous conviction was reported as unknown.  

41. Excludes 3% of adult victims where the previous conviction was reported as unknown.  

42. See Statistics Canada data table 35-10-0156-01. 

43. In 1997, the Homicide Survey began collecting information on any suspected mental or developmental disorders (such as 
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder and dementia) of accused persons. This information reflects police perceptions of the mental 
condition of the accused person and is not necessarily supported by a medical or health professional’s assessment. As such, 
it should be interpreted with caution. 
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44. Excludes 22% of accused for which the suspected presence of a mental or developmental disorder was reported as unknown.  

45. Excludes 13% of accused for which the suspected presence of a mental or developmental disorder was reported as unknown. 

46. Excludes 24% of women accused for which the suspected presence of a mental or developmental disorder was 
reported as unknown. 

47. Excludes 21% of men accused for which the suspected presence of a mental or developmental disorder was 
reported as unknown. 

48. Excludes 3% of homicides committed by an accused with the suspected presence of a mental or developmental disorder 
for which the weapon used to commit the homicide was reported as unknown.   
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Detailed data tables  
 

Table 1A 
Number of homicides, by province and territory, 1990 to 2020 

Year 

N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C.1 Y.T. N.W.T.2 Nvt. Canada 

Difference 
in Canada 

number from 
previous year 

number of victims 

1990 0 1 8 11 184 182 38 36 74 110 1 12 ... 657 ... 

1991 10 2 21 17 180 246 42 21 83 129 0 3 ... 754 97 

1992 2 0 21 11 166 243 29 32 92 122 2 14 ... 734 -20 

1993 7 2 19 11 159 192 31 30 49 119 0 7 ... 626 -108 

1994 4 1 19 14 126 193 29 24 66 113 3 4 ... 596 -30 

1995 5 1 17 13 135 181 26 21 60 121 4 3 ... 587 -9 

1996 7 1 18 9 154 188 46 32 51 125 0 4 ... 635 48 

1997 7 0 24 8 131 179 31 25 61 117 1 3 ... 587 -48 

1998 7 1 24 5 137 157 33 33 64 90 3 5 ... 559 -28 

1999 2 1 14 9 137 162 26 13 61 110 1 1 2 539 -20 

2000 6 3 16 10 147 158 30 26 59 85 2 1 3 546 7 

2001 1 2 9 8 140 171 34 26 69 85 1 4 3 553 7 

2002 2 1 10 9 117 178 36 27 70 126 0 4 2 582 29 

2003 5 1 8 8 101 178 44 41 63 94 1 4 3 551 -31 

2004 2 0 14 7 111 188 50 39 86 113 7 4 4 625 74 

2005 11 0 21 10 100 219 49 42 108 101 1 0 2 664 39 

2006 7 1 16 7 93 195 40 42 95 110 0 0 2 608 -56 

2007 3 0 13 8 91 202 62 30 89 88 2 2 7 597 -11 

2008 5 2 12 3 92 176 54 31 111 118 3 3 4 614 17 

2009 1 0 15 12 87 179 57 36 97 117 2 2 6 611 -3 

2010 4 0 22 9 86 189 45 34 77 83 1 1 6 557 -54 

2011 4 1 22 8 105 163 54 38 115 88 0 3 7 608 51 

2012 2 0 17 6 108 163 54 29 87 72 0 5 5 548 -60 

2013 7 1 13 7 70 168 51 31 81 74 0 2 4 509 -39 

2014 2 3 6 10 72 156 45 24 107 89 3 3 4 524 15 

2015 3 1 12 11 79 174 48 45 133 96 1 6 2 611 87 

2016 7 0 13 11 67 206 42 56 116 90 4 3 1 616 5 

2017 4 2 21 10 93 198 47 38 119 119 8 2 6 667 51 

2018 2 0 11 13 84 272 55 35 81 90 3 6 8 660 -7 

2019 5 2 6 17 77 253 72 55 100 90 1 2 7 687 27 

2020 4 1 35 14 87 234 62 60 139 98 0 6 3 743 56 

... not applicable 
0 true zero or a value rounded to zero 
1. As a result of investigations in Port Coquitlam, B.C., there were 5 homicides reported in 2007, 5 reported in 2004, 7 reported in 2003, and 15 included 
in 2002 that occurred in previous years. 
2. Includes Nunavut prior to 1999. 
Note: There may be a small number of homicides in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted according to the 
year in which they are reported to Statistics Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Homicide Survey.  
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Table 1B 
Rate of homicides, by province and territory, 1990 to 2020 

Year 

N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C.1 Y.T. N.W.T.2 Nvt. Canada 

Percent change 
in rate for Canada 

from previous year 

rate3 

1990 0.00 0.77 0.88 1.49 2.63 1.77 3.44 3.57 2.91 3.34 3.60 20.37 ... 2.37 ... 

1991 1.73 1.53 2.29 2.28 2.55 2.36 3.79 2.09 3.20 3.82 0.00 4.92 ... 2.69 13.4 

1992 0.34 0.00 2.28 1.47 2.34 2.30 2.61 3.19 3.49 3.52 6.64 22.46 ... 2.59 -3.8 

1993 1.21 1.51 2.06 1.47 2.22 1.80 2.77 2.98 1.84 3.34 0.00 11.04 ... 2.18 -15.7 

1994 0.70 0.75 2.05 1.87 1.75 1.78 2.58 2.38 2.44 3.07 10.10 6.15 ... 2.06 -5.8 

1995 0.88 0.74 1.83 1.73 1.87 1.65 2.30 2.07 2.19 3.20 13.14 4.52 ... 2.00 -2.5 

1996 1.25 0.74 1.93 1.20 2.13 1.70 4.06 3.14 1.84 3.23 0.00 5.93 ... 2.14 7.0 

1997 1.27 0.00 2.57 1.06 1.80 1.59 2.73 2.46 2.16 2.96 3.15 4.44 ... 1.96 -8.5 

1998 1.30 0.74 2.58 0.67 1.88 1.38 2.90 3.24 2.21 2.26 9.63 7.44 ... 1.85 -5.6 

1999 0.37 0.73 1.50 1.20 1.87 1.41 2.28 1.28 2.07 2.74 3.25 2.46 7.46 1.77 -4.4 

2000 1.14 2.20 1.71 1.33 2.00 1.35 2.61 2.58 1.96 2.10 6.57 2.47 10.91 1.78 0.4 

2001 0.19 1.46 0.97 1.07 1.89 1.44 2.95 2.60 2.26 2.09 3.32 9.79 10.66 1.78 0.2 

2002 0.38 0.73 1.07 1.20 1.57 1.47 3.11 2.71 2.24 3.07 0.00 9.60 6.94 1.86 4.1 

2003 0.96 0.73 0.85 1.07 1.35 1.45 3.78 4.11 1.98 2.28 3.23 9.40 10.23 1.74 -6.2 

2004 0.39 0.00 1.49 0.93 1.47 1.52 4.26 3.91 2.65 2.72 22.24 9.24 13.40 1.96 12.4 

2005 2.14 0.00 2.24 1.34 1.32 1.75 4.16 4.23 3.25 2.41 3.13 0.00 6.59 2.06 5.2 

2006 1.37 0.73 1.71 0.94 1.22 1.54 3.38 4.23 2.78 2.59 0.00 0.00 6.49 1.87 -9.3 

2007 0.59 0.00 1.39 1.07 1.18 1.58 5.21 2.99 2.53 2.05 6.14 4.61 22.30 1.82 -2.8 

2008 0.98 1.44 1.28 0.40 1.19 1.37 4.51 3.05 3.09 2.71 9.07 6.92 12.54 1.85 1.7 

2009 0.19 0.00 1.60 1.60 1.11 1.38 4.72 3.48 2.64 2.65 5.93 4.64 18.40 1.82 -1.6 

2010 0.77 0.00 2.34 1.20 1.08 1.44 3.69 3.23 2.06 1.86 2.89 2.31 17.99 1.64 -9.8 

2011 0.76 0.69 2.33 1.06 1.31 1.23 4.38 3.56 3.04 1.95 0.00 6.90 20.47 1.77 8.1 

2012 0.38 0.00 1.80 0.79 1.34 1.22 4.32 2.68 2.25 1.58 0.00 11.46 14.42 1.58 -10.8 

2013 1.33 0.69 1.38 0.92 0.86 1.24 4.03 2.82 2.03 1.60 0.00 4.57 11.32 1.45 -8.1 

2014 0.38 2.08 0.64 1.32 0.88 1.15 3.52 2.16 2.62 1.89 8.08 6.84 11.12 1.48 1.9 

2015 0.57 0.69 1.28 1.45 0.97 1.27 3.71 4.01 3.21 2.01 2.65 13.56 5.48 1.71 15.7 

2016 1.32 0.00 1.38 1.44 0.81 1.48 3.20 4.93 2.76 1.85 10.38 6.72 2.70 1.71 -0.3 

2017 0.76 1.33 2.21 1.30 1.12 1.41 3.52 3.30 2.81 2.41 20.17 4.46 15.98 1.83 7.0 

2018 0.38 0.00 1.15 1.69 1.00 1.90 4.07 3.01 1.88 1.80 7.39 13.34 20.97 1.78 -2.4 

2019 0.96 1.27 0.62 2.19 0.91 1.74 5.26 4.69 2.29 1.77 2.41 4.44 18.13 1.83 2.6 

2020 0.77 0.63 3.57 1.79 1.01 1.59 4.50 5.09 3.14 1.90 0.00 13.29 7.62 1.95 7.0 

... not applicable 
0 true zero or a value rounded to zero 
1. As a result of investigations in Port Coquitlam, B.C., there were 5 homicides reported in 2007, 5 reported in 2004, 7 reported in 2003, and 15 included 
in 2002 that occurred in previous years. 
2. Includes Nunavut prior to 1999. 
3. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st, 2020 population estimates from Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography. 
Note: There may be a small number of homicides in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted according to the 
year in which they are reported to Statistics Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Homicide Survey.  
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Table 2 
Homicides, by census metropolitan area, 2019 and 2020 

Census metropolitan area1 

2020 
population 

count 2020 2019r 
Difference  
from 2019 

Average  
2010 to 2019 

number 
number 

of victims rate2 
number 

of victims rate2 
number 

of victims 

percent 
change 
in rate 

number 
of victims rate2 

500,000 and over population 
 Toronto 6,466,473 105 1.62 130 2.03 -25 -20.1 96 1.59 

Montreal 4,347,799 42 0.97 45 1.04 -3 -7.3 46 1.14 

Vancouver 2,738,508 45 1.64 41 1.51 4 8.5 43 1.70 

Calgary 1,544,404 39 2.53 24 1.57 15 60.7 25 1.81 

Edmonton 1,472,417 47 3.19 32 2.21 15 44.4 39 2.93 

Ottawa3 1,106,990 10 0.90 13 1.20 -3 -24.4 12 1.22 

Winnipeg 832,017 41 4.93 44 5.32 -3 -7.4 29 3.60 

Québec 823,507 7 0.85 5 0.61 2 38.8 4 0.56 

Hamilton 777,113 18 2.32 14 1.83 4 26.7 10 1.40 

Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo 605,232 8 1.32 5 0.84 3 56.9 6 1.00 

London 553,218 7 1.27 5 0.92 2 37.8 7 1.45 

100,000 to less than 500,000 
population 

 Oshawa 498,011 7 1.41 4 0.84 3 66.8 4 0.85 

St. Catharines–Niagara 481,727 5 1.04 6 1.25 -1 -17.3 4 0.86 

Halifax 448,518 7 1.56 3 0.68 4 128.6 9 2.20 

Victoria 409,282 6 1.47 2 0.50 4 195.7 4 0.99 

Windsor 356,114 5 1.40 6 1.70 -1 -17.5 4 1.10 

Gatineau4 342,855 7 2.04 3 0.88 4 130.7 3 1.05 

Saskatoon 341,213 14 4.10 16 4.77 -2 -13.9 9 2.83 

Regina 264,201 12 4.54 8 3.05 4 48.7 8 3.34 

Barrie 259,730 0 0.00 3 1.18 -3 -100.0 2 1.06 

Kelowna 221,641 3 1.35 1 0.46 2 194.2 3 1.68 

St. John's 209,163 2 0.96 4 1.91 -2 -50.0 2 1.17 

Sherbrooke 207,799 1 0.48 1 0.49 0 -1.4 1 0.61 

Abbotsford–Mission 204,563 3 1.47 1 0.49 2 197.3 4 2.22 

Kingston 173,740 3 1.73 3 1.74 0 -0.8 2 0.91 

Saguenay 170,190 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 1 0.54 

Greater Sudbury 168,927 5 2.96 3 1.78 2 66.3 1 0.84 

Moncton 167,142 2 1.20 5 3.04 -3 -60.6 2 1.12 

Trois-Rivières 161,284 2 1.24 0 0.00 2 ... 1 0.84 

Brantford 152,748 4 2.62 4 2.66 0 -1.4 2 1.53 

Guelph 145,379 3 2.06 0 0.00 3 ... 1 0.75 

Saint John 131,518 1 0.76 3 2.29 -2 -66.8 2 1.69 

Peterborough 129,126 3 2.32 1 0.78 2 198.4 1 1.13 

Thunder Bay 125,905 8 6.35 7 5.57 1 14.1 6 5.15 

Lethbridge 125,785 2 1.59 0 0.00 2 ... ... ... 

Belleville 114,417 2 1.75 4 3.55 -2 -50.7 ... ... 
See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 2 — end 
Homicides, by census metropolitan area, 2019 and 2020 

Census metropolitan area1 

2020 
population 

count 2020 2019r 
Difference  
from 2019 

Average  
2010 to 2019 

number 
number 

of victims rate2 
number 

of victims rate2 
number 

of victims 

percent 
change 
in rate 

number 
of victims rate2 

CMA total5 27,278,656 476 1.74 446 1.65 30 5.4 396 1.58 

Non-CMA total6 10,726,582 267 2.49 241 2.26 26 9.9 203 1.92 

Canada 38,005,238 743 1.95 687 1.83 56 7.0 599 1.68 

... not applicable 
0 true zero or a value rounded to zero 
r revised 
1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban core. A CMA must have a 
total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must 
have a high degree of integration with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically 
comprises more than one police service. 
2. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st, 2020 population estimates from Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography. 
3. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
4. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
5. Includes 6 homicides committed in a correctional institution between 2017 and 2018. 
6. Includes 6 homicides committed in a correctional institution between 2017 and 2018. 
Note: There may be a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted according 
to the year in which they are reported to Statistics Canada. Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Homicide Survey.  
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Table 3A 
Homicides, by firearm-related status and province or territory, 2019 and 2020 

Province or territory 

Firearm-related1 

2020 2019r 

number percent2 rate3 

number 
of total 

homicides number percent2 rate3 

number 
of total 

homicides 

Newfoundland and Labrador 1 25.0 0.19 4 0 0.0 0.00 5 

Prince Edward Island 0 0.0 0.00 1 1 50.0 0.64 2 

Nova Scotia 24 70.6 2.45 35 2 40.0 0.21 6 

New Brunswick 7 50.0 0.90 14 11 68.8 1.42 17 

Quebec 23 27.1 0.27 87 27 36.0 0.32 77 

Ontario 94 41.2 0.64 234 100 41.3 0.69 253 

Manitoba 13 22.0 0.94 62 20 29.0 1.46 72 

Saskatchewan 18 34.6 1.53 60 19 37.3 1.62 55 

Alberta 58 44.3 1.31 139 37 41.6 0.85 100 

British Columbia 38 45.8 0.74 98 44 53.0 0.86 90 

Yukon 0 ... 0.00 0 0 0.0 0.00 1 

Northwest Territories 0 0.0 0.00 6 0 0.0 0.00 2 

Nunavut 1 33.3 2.54 3 1 16.7 2.59 7 

Canada 277 39.6 0.73 743 262 40.6 0.70 687 

... not applicable 
0 true zero or a value rounded to zero 
r revised 
1. Includes fully automatic firearms, handguns (semi-automatic guns and revolvers), rifles, shotguns and sawed-off rifles/sawed-off shotguns and 
other firearm-like weapons (e.g., zip guns, flare guns, nail guns, pellet rifles/pistols, etc.). 
2. Excludes homicides where the weapon used to kill the victim was reported as unknown. 
3. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st, 2020 population estimates from Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography. 
Note: There may be a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted according 
to the year in which they are reported to Statistics Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Homicide Survey.  
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Table 3B 
Firearm-related homicides, by census metropolitan area, 2019 and 2020 

Census metropolitan area1 

2020 
population 

count 2020 2019r 
Difference  
from 2019 

Average  
2010 to 2019 

number 
number 

of victims rate2 
number 

of victims rate2 
number 

of victims 

percent 
change 
in rate 

number 
of victims rate2 

500,000 and over population 
 Toronto 6,466,473 52 0.80 66 1.03 -14 -22.1 45 0.76 

Montreal 4,347,799 10 0.23 21 0.49 -11 -52.7 19 0.47 

Vancouver 2,738,508 19 0.69 19 0.70 0 -1.1 18 0.72 

Calgary 1,544,404 18 1.17 12 0.79 6 48.3 8 0.59 

Edmonton 1,472,417 16 1.09 8 0.55 8 96.6 14 1.08 

Ottawa3 1,106,990 3 0.27 5 0.46 -2 -41.0 5 0.47 

Winnipeg 832,017 11 1.32 15 1.81 -4 -27.1 6 0.77 

Québec 823,507 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 1 0.11 

Hamilton 777,113 8 1.03 9 1.18 -1 -12.4 4 0.49 

Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo 605,232 1 0.17 5 0.84 -4 -80.4 2 0.27 

London 553,218 4 0.72 0 0.00 4 ... 2 0.33 

100,000 to less than 500,000 
population 

 Oshawa 498,011 6 1.20 1 0.21 5 472.0 1 0.16 

St. Catharines–Niagara 481,727 2 0.42 0 0.00 2 ... 0 0.07 

Halifax 448,518 1 0.22 2 0.46 -1 -51.0 4 0.99 

Victoria 409,282 5 1.22 0 0.00 5 ... 0 0.08 

Windsor 356,114 1 0.28 0 0.00 1 ... 1 0.24 

Gatineau4 342,855 3 0.88 1 0.29 2 196.7 1 0.28 

Saskatoon 341,213 6 1.76 6 1.79 0 -1.6 2 0.66 

Regina 264,201 5 1.89 6 2.29 -1 -17.4 2 0.79 

Barrie 259,730 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.05 

Kelowna 221,641 2 0.90 0 0.00 2 ... 1 0.41 

St. John's 209,163 1 0.48 0 0.00 1 ... 1 0.34 

Sherbrooke 207,799 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.10 

Abbotsford–Mission 204,563 1 0.49 0 0.00 1 ... 2 1.19 

Kingston 173,740 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.24 

Saguenay 170,190 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.18 

Greater Sudbury 168,927 2 1.18 0 0.00 2 ... 0 0.00 

Moncton 167,142 1 0.60 3 1.82 -2 -67.2 1 0.40 

Trois-Rivières 161,284 1 0.62 0 0.00 1 ... 0 0.19 

Brantford 152,748 2 1.31 4 2.66 -2 -50.7 1 0.56 

Guelph 145,379 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.15 

Saint John 131,518 0 0.00 2 1.53 -2 -100.0 1 0.51 

Peterborough 129,126 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.08 

Thunder Bay 125,905 1 0.79 2 1.59 -1 -50.1 0 0.33 

Lethbridge 125,785 1 0.80 0 0.00 1 ... ... ... 

Belleville 114,417 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... ... ... 
See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 3B — end 
Firearm-related homicides, by census metropolitan area, 2019 and 2020 

Census metropolitan area1 

2020 
population 

count 2020 2019r 
Difference  
from 2019 

Average  
2010 to 2019 

number 
number 

of victims rate2 

number 
of 

victims rate2 
number 

of victims 

percent 
change 
in rate 

number 
of victims rate2 

CMA total 27,278,656 183 0.67 187 0.69 -4 -3.3 143 0.57 

Non-CMA total 10,726,582 94 0.88 75 0.70 19 24.4 55 0.52 

Canada 38,005,238 277 0.73 262 0.70 15 4.6 198 0.55 

... not applicable 
0 true zero or a value rounded to zero 
r revised 
1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban core. A CMA must have a 
total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must 
have a high degree of integration with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically 
comprises more than one police service. 
2. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st, 2020 population estimates from Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography. 
3. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
4. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
Note: There may be a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted according 
to the year in which they are reported to Statistics Canada. Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Homicide Survey.  
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Table 4 
Firearm-related homicides, by type of firearm, Canada, 2000 to 2020 

Year 

Handgun Rifle or shotgun1 
Other firearm— 
type unknown2 

Firearm-like  
weapon3 

Total firearm-related  
homicides 

number rate4 number rate4 number rate4 number rate4 number rate4 

2000 108 0.35 67 0.22 8 0.03 0 0.00 183 0.60 

2001 111 0.36 53 0.17 7 0.02 1 0.00 172 0.55 

2002 99 0.32 46 0.15 8 0.03 0 0.00 153 0.49 

2003 111 0.35 46 0.15 6 0.02 0 0.00 163 0.52 

2004 112 0.35 52 0.16 9 0.03 0 0.00 173 0.54 

2005 131 0.41 70 0.22 23 0.07 0 0.00 224 0.69 

2006 112 0.34 64 0.20 16 0.05 0 0.00 192 0.59 

2007 125 0.38 50 0.15 13 0.04 0 0.00 188 0.57 

2008 128 0.39 52 0.16 21 0.06 0 0.00 201 0.60 

2009 112 0.33 47 0.14 22 0.07 1 0.00 182 0.54 

2010 104 0.31 51 0.15 19 0.06 1 0.00 175 0.51 

2011 95 0.28 46 0.13 18 0.05 0 0.00 159 0.46 

2012 106 0.31 48 0.14 17 0.05 0 0.00 171 0.49 

2013 90 0.26 38 0.11 6 0.02 0 0.00 134 0.38 

2014 103 0.29 40 0.11 11 0.03 1 0.00 155 0.44 

2015 102 0.29 61 0.17 15 0.04 2 0.01 180 0.50 

2016 130 0.36 63 0.17 30 0.08 0 0.00 223 0.62 

2017 146 0.40 87 0.24 31 0.08 3 0.01 267 0.73 

2018 144 0.39 75 0.20 32 0.09 0 0.00 251 0.68 

2019 131 0.35 87 0.23 41 0.11 3 0.01 262 0.70 

2020 135 0.36 84 0.22 57 0.15 1 0.00 277 0.73 

0 true zero or a value rounded to zero 
1. Includes sawed-off rifle or shotgun. 
2. Includes fully automatic firearms. 
3. Includes homicides committed with the use of firearm-like weapons such as nail guns, pellet guns and flare guns. 
4. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st, 2020 population estimates from Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography. 
Note: There may be a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted according 
to the year in which they are reported to Statistics Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Homicide Survey.  
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Table 5A 
Homicides by gang-related status and province or territory, 2019 and 2020 

Province or territory 

Gang-related1 

2020 2019r 

number percent2 rate3 

number 
of total 

homicides number percent2 rate3 

number 
of total 

homicides 

Newfoundland and Labrador 1 25.0 0.19 4 1 20.0 0.19 5 

Prince Edward Island 0 0.0 0.00 1 0 0.0 0.00 2 

Nova Scotia 0 0.0 0.00 35 0 0.0 0.00 6 

New Brunswick 0 0.0 0.00 14 3 17.6 0.39 17 

Quebec 15 17.2 0.17 87 21 27.3 0.25 77 

Ontario 52 22.2 0.35 234 60 23.9 0.41 253 

Manitoba 5 8.1 0.36 62 11 15.3 0.80 72 

Saskatchewan 20 33.9 1.70 60 18 32.7 1.54 55 

Alberta 29 20.9 0.66 139 24 24.2 0.55 100 

British Columbia 26 26.5 0.51 98 24 26.7 0.47 90 

Yukon 0 ... 0.00 0 0 0.0 0.00 1 

Northwest Territories 0 0.0 0.00 6 0 0.0 0.00 2 

Nunavut 0 0.0 0.00 3 0 0.0 0.00 7 

Canada 148 19.9 0.39 743 162 23.7 0.43 687 

... not applicable 
0 true zero or a value rounded to zero 
r revised 
1. A homicide is classified as gang-related when police confirm or suspect that the accused person and/or victim involved in the homicide was either 
a member, or a prospective member, of an organized crime group or street gang or was somehow associated with an organized crime group or 
street gang, and the homicide was carried out as a result of this association. 
2. Excludes homicides where the gang-related status was reported as unknown. 
3. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st, 2020 population estimates from Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography. 
Note: There may be a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted according 
to the year in which they are reported to Statistics Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Homicide Survey.  
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Table 5B 
Gang-related homicides, by census metropolitan area, 2019 and 2020 

Census metropolitan area1 

2020 
population 

count 2020 2019r 
Difference  
from 2019 

Average  
2010 to 2019 

number 
number 

of victims rate2 
number 

of victims rate2 
number 

of victims 

percent 
change 
in rate 

number 
of victims rate2 

500,000 and over population 
 Toronto 6,466,473 32 0.49 43 0.67 -11 -26.4 24 0.40 

Montreal 4,347,799 8 0.18 20 0.46 -12 -60.3 18 0.43 

Vancouver 2,738,508 16 0.58 10 0.37 6 58.2 15 0.59 

Calgary 1,544,404 12 0.78 9 0.59 3 31.8 5 0.38 

Edmonton 1,472,417 10 0.68 7 0.48 3 40.4 7 0.56 

Ottawa3 1,106,990 3 0.27 1 0.09 2 194.8 3 0.25 

Winnipeg 832,017 4 0.48 8 0.97 -4 -50.3 6 0.74 

Québec 823,507 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 1 0.06 

Hamilton 777,113 6 0.77 1 0.13 5 491.1 1 0.09 

Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo 605,232 0 0.00 3 0.51 -3 -100.0 1 0.15 

London 553,218 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 1 0.12 

100,000 to less than 500,000 
population 

 Oshawa 498,011 1 0.20 1 0.21 0 -4.7 1 0.12 

St. Catharines–Niagara 481,727 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.00 

Halifax 448,518 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 1 0.34 

Victoria 409,282 2 0.49 0 0.00 2 ... 0 0.03 

Windsor 356,114 2 0.56 0 0.00 2 ... 0 0.12 

Gatineau4 342,855 1 0.29 0 0.00 1 ... 0 0.00 

Saskatoon 341,213 6 1.76 5 1.49 1 18.0 3 0.86 

Regina 264,201 3 1.14 6 2.29 -3 -50.4 3 1.09 

Barrie 259,730 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.00 

Kelowna 221,641 2 0.90 0 0.00 2 ... 1 0.46 

St. John's 209,163 1 0.48 1 0.48 0 -0.1 0 0.15 

Sherbrooke 207,799 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.05 

Abbotsford–Mission 204,563 2 0.98 1 0.49 1 98.2 2 1.14 

Kingston 173,740 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.00 

Saguenay 170,190 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.12 

Greater Sudbury 168,927 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.00 

Moncton 167,142 0 0.00 2 1.22 -2 -100.0 0 0.13 

Trois-Rivières 161,284 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.00 

Brantford 152,748 0 0.00 3 1.99 -3 -100.0 0 0.28 

Guelph 145,379 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.08 

Saint John 131,518 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.15 

Peterborough 129,126 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... 0 0.00 

Thunder Bay 125,905 3 2.38 3 2.39 0 -0.2 1 0.98 

Lethbridge 125,785 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... ... ... 

Belleville 114,417 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 ... ... ... 
See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 5B — end 
Gang-related homicides, by census metropolitan area, 2019 and 2020 

Census metropolitan area1 

2020 
population 

count 2020 2019r 
Difference  
from 2019 

Average  
2010 to 2019 

number 
number 

of victims rate2 
number 

of victims rate2 
number 

of victims 

percent 
change 
in rate 

number 
of victims rate2 

CMA total5 27,278,656 114 0.42 124 0.46 -10 -9.2 94 0.37 

Non-CMA total6 10,726,582 34 0.32 38 0.36 -4 -11.2 23 0.22 

Canada 38,005,238 148 0.39 162 0.43 -14 -9.6 117 0.33 

... not applicable 
0 true zero or a value rounded to zero 
r revised 
1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban core. A CMA must have a 
total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must 
have a high degree of integration with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically 
comprises more than one police service. 
2. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st, 2020 population estimates from Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography. 
3. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
4. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
5. Includes 1 homicide committed in a correctional institution between 2017 and 2018. 
6. Includes 2 homicides committed in a correctional institution between 2017 and 2018. 
Note: There may be a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted according 
to the year in which they are reported to Statistics Canada. Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Homicide Survey.  
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Table 6 
Rates of homicide victims and accused persons, by gender and Indigenous identity and province or territory, 2020 

Province or territory 

Male homicide victims Female homicide victims Total homicide victims1 

Indigenous2 Non-Indigenous3 Indigenous2 Non-Indigenous3 Indigenous2 Non-Indigenous3 

number rate4 number rate5 number rate4 number rate5 number rate4 number rate5 

Newfoundland and Labrador 1 3.96 1 0.43 0 0.00 0 0.00 1 1.94 1 0.21 

Prince Edward Island 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 1 1.31 0 0.00 1 0.66 

Nova Scotia 0 0.00 18 4.12 1 3.09 14 3.09 1 1.57 32 3.60 

New Brunswick 2 11.20 9 2.50 0 0.00 3 0.81 2 5.64 12 1.65 

Québec 9 7.73 53 1.28 2 1.77 22 0.53 11 4.80 75 0.90 

Ontario 19 8.51 146 2.07 4 1.72 46 0.64 23 5.05 192 1.35 

Manitoba 32 24.83 13 2.33 8 6.05 1 0.18 40 15.32 14 1.26 

Saskatchewan 37 37.11 10 1.99 9 8.77 3 0.61 46 22.74 13 1.31 

Alberta 49 31.87 68 3.18 8 5.07 13 0.62 57 18.29 81 1.91 

British Columbia 10 6.38 63 2.66 3 1.84 21 0.87 13 4.07 84 1.75 

Yukon 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 

Northwest Territories 2 17.45 1 8.50 2 17.39 1 9.06 4 17.42 2 8.77 

Nunavut 2 11.55 0 0.00 1 5.91 0 0.00 3 8.76 0 0.00 

Canada 163 16.50 382 2.14 38 3.76 125 0.69 201 10.05 507 1.41 

Province or territory 

Male accused persons Female accused persons Total accused persons1 

Indigenous2 Non-Indigenous3 Indigenous2 Non-Indigenous3 Indigenous2 Non-Indigenous3 

number rate4 number rate5 number rate4 number rate5 number rate4 number rate5 

Newfoundland and Labrador 1 3.96 1 0.43 0 0.00 0 0.00 1 1.94 1 0.21 

Prince Edward Island 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 1 1.31 0 0.00 1 0.66 

Nova Scotia 1 3.20 24 5.50 0 0.00 0 0.00 1 1.57 24 2.70 

New Brunswick 1 5.60 10 2.77 2 11.35 1 0.27 3 8.45 11 1.51 

Québec 9 7.73 55 1.33 0 0.00 11 0.26 9 3.92 66 0.79 

Ontario 23 10.30 146 2.07 9 3.87 20 0.28 32 7.03 166 1.16 

Manitoba 39 30.27 12 2.15 9 6.81 3 0.54 48 18.39 15 1.35 

Saskatchewan 48 48.14 8 1.60 5 4.87 3 0.61 53 26.20 11 1.11 

Alberta 53 34.47 46 2.15 8 5.07 1 0.05 61 19.57 47 1.11 

British Columbia 2 1.28 25 1.06 2 1.23 4 0.17 4 1.25 29 0.61 

Yukon 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 

Northwest Territories 3 26.18 2 17.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 3 13.07 2 8.77 

Nunavut 3 17.33 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 3 8.76 0 0.00 

Canada 183 18.53 329 1.84 35 3.46 44 0.24 218 10.90 373 1.04 

0 true zero or a value rounded to zero 
1. Total homicide victims and accused persons excludes persons where the Indigenous identity or gender was reported as unknown by police (i.e., Indigenous 
identity was reported as unknown for 4% of victims and 5% of accused persons, and gender was reported as unknown for 1% of victims and less than 1% of 
accused persons in 2020). 
2. "Indigenous identity" includes those identified by police as First Nations persons (either status or non-status), Métis, Inuit, or an Indigenous identity where 
the Indigenous group was not known to police. 
3. "Non-Indigenous identity" refers to instances where the police have confirmed that a victim is not identified as an Indigenous person. 
4. Rates are calculated per 100,000 Indigenous population, by gender and geographical area. Refer to the 'Survey description' section of this report for further information. 
5. Rates are calculated per 100,000 non-Indigenous population, by gender and geographical area. Refer to the 'Survey description' section of this report for 
further information. 
Note: Indigenous identity is reported by the police and is determined through information found with the victim, such as status cards, or through information supplied by 
the victims' families, community members, or other sources (i.e., such as band records, or forensic evidence such as genetic testing). Population counts prior to 2001 
were not available for this Juristat article. Due to a lack of annual estimates of the Canadian population by Indigenous identity, the population counts used here were 
either calculated or projected, depending on the years. As a result, these population counts are subject to a certain level of uncertainty and could be revised in the future. 
Between the years 2001 and 2011, population counts were calculated using linear interpolations between the 2001 and 2006 censuses of population and the 2011 
National Household Survey (NHS)—adjusted for net undercoverage—of the population living on incompletely enumerated reserves and persons living in collective 
dwellings. Although information from the 2016 Census of Population broken down by Indigenous identity was available at the time this Juristat article was written, the 
coverage studies that would have been used to adjust the 2016 data for net undercoverage were not. It was therefore impossible to linearly interpolate Indigenous 
populations consistently between 2011 and 2016. Moreover, given that the new projections based on the 2016 Census are not yet available, customized population 
projections, with the 2011 NHS as their base population—adjusted for net undercoverage—of the population living on incompletely enumerated reserves and persons 
living in collective dwellings were used to prepare population counts for the period from 2012 to 2017. The selected projection assumptions regarding components of 
growth are mostly based on the constant fertility scenario from the publication Projections of the Indigenous Population and Households in Canada, 2011 to 2036 
(Statistics Canada 2015), whereas an additional calibration process using population estimates from 2012 to 2017 took into account the most recent trends in fertility, 
mortality, immigration, emigration and internal migration. The projected populations correspond to the mid-year population. There may be a small number of homicides 
included total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted according to the year in which they are reported to Statistics Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Homicide Survey.  

 

  



Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X 

 

 34 

Juristat Article—Homicide in Canada, 2020 

Table 7 
Homicides, by closest accused to victim relationship, Canada, 2019 and 2020 

Relationship type1 
(victim killed by) 

Closest accused to victim relationship 

2020 2019r Average 2010 to 2019 

number 
of victims percent2 rate3 

number 
of victims percent2 rate3 

number 
of victims percent2 

Family relationship 146 30.8 0.38 144 33.7 0.38 148 32.6 

Spousal relationship 49 10.3 ... 58 13.6 ... 62 13.7 

Married spouse 22 4.6 ... 26 6.1 ... 22 4.8 

Common-law spouse 21 4.4 ... 24 5.6 ... 27 5.9 

Separated or divorced spouse 3 0.6 ... 6 1.4 ... 6 1.3 

Separated common-law spouse 3 0.6 ... 2 0.5 ... 6 1.3 

Other family relationship4 97 20.5 ... 86 20.1 ... 87 19.2 

Parent 28 5.9 ... 32 7.5 ... 25 5.5 

Child 27 5.7 ... 29 6.8 ... 30 6.6 

Sibling 19 4.0 ... 10 2.3 ... 10 2.2 

Extended family5 23 4.9 ... 15 3.5 ... 22 4.8 

Intimate relationship (non-spousal)6 25 5.3 ... 18 4.2 ... 23 5.1 

Acquaintance 180 38.0 0.47 166 38.9 0.44 166 36.6 

Close friend 13 2.7 ... 19 4.4 ... 33 7.3 

Neighbour 20 4.2 ... 15 3.5 ... 15 3.3 

Authority or reverse authority figure 3 0.6 ... 1 0.2 ... 4 0.9 

Business relationship 5 1.1 ... 1 0.2 ... 7 1.5 

Casual acquaintance 139 29.3 ... 130 30.4 ... 108 23.8 

Criminal relationship7 37 7.8 0.10 37 8.7 0.10 42 9.3 

Stranger 86 18.1 0.23 62 14.5 0.16 74 16.3 

Unknown relationship 43 ... ... 64 ... ... 13 ... 

Total solved homicides8 517 100.0 ... 491 100.0 ... 466 100.0 

Unsolved homicides 226 ... ... 196 ... ... 133 ... 

Total homicides 743 ... ... 687 ... ... 599 ... 

... not applicable 
r revised 
1. Includes homicides with a known accused. If there were more than one accused, only the closest relationship to the victim was recorded. 
2. Solved homicides where the type of relationship was unknown are excluded from the calculation of percentages. 
3. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st, 2020 population estimates from Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography. 
4. Includes biological, adopted, step, and foster relationships. 
5. Includes nieces, nephews, grandchildren, uncles, aunts, cousins, in-laws, etc., related by blood, marriage (including common-law) or adoption. 
6. Includes dating relationships (current and former) and other intimate relationships. 
7. Includes, for example, drug dealers, and their clients, loan sharks, or gang members. When more than one relationship applies (e.g., criminal 
relationship and close friend), police are asked to report the primary relationship. 
8. Includes homicides with a known accused. 
Note: There may be a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted according 
to the year in which they are reported to Statistics Canada. Percentages may not add up due to rounding. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Homicide Survey.  
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Table 8 
Homicides, by closest accused to victim relationship and Indigenous identity, Canada, 2020 

Relationship type1 
(victim killed by) 

Closest accused to victim relationship 

2020 Average 2016 to 20192 

Indigenous victims3 
Non-Indigenous 

victims4 Indigenous victims3 
Non-Indigenous 

victims4 

number percent5 number percent5 number percent5 number percent5 

Family relationship 40 27.4 94 30.6 47 37.6 97 30.6 

Spousal relationship6 9 6.2 35 11.4 15 12.0 43 13.6 

Other family relationship7 31 21.2 59 19.2 32 25.6 54 17.0 

Intimate relationship  
   (non-spousal)8 10 6.8 15 4.9 6 4.8 17 5.4 

Acquaintance9 69 47.3 108 35.2 53 42.4 105 33.1 

Criminal relationship10 11 7.5 24 7.8 10 8.0 36 11.4 

Stranger 16 11.0 66 21.5 11 8.8 62 19.6 

Unknown relationship 7 ... 34 ... 6 ... 19 ... 

Total solved homicides11 153 100.0 341 100.0 131 100.0 336 100.0 

Unsolved homicides 48 ... 169 ... 24 ... 154 ... 

Total homicides12 201 ... 510 ... 155 ... 489 ... 

... not applicable 
1. Includes homicides with a known accused. If there were more than one accused, only the closest relationship to the victim was recorded. 
2. The year 2014 marked the first cycle of collection of the Homicide Survey data for which complete information regarding Indigenous identity was 
reported for victims of homicide. 
3. "Indigenous identity" includes those identified by police as First Nations persons (either status or non-status), Métis, Inuit, or an Indigenous identity 
where the Indigenous group was not known to police. 
4. "Non-Indigenous identity" refers to instances where the police have confirmed that a victim is not identified as an Indigenous person. 
5. Solved homicides where the type of relationship was unknown are excluded from the calculation of percentages. 
6. Includes legal husband/wife, common-law husband/wife, separated or divorced husband/wife, separated common-law husband/wife and same-sex spouse. 
7. Includes father, mother, son, daughter, sibling, nieces, nephews, grandchildren, uncles, aunts, cousins, in-laws, etc., related by blood, marriage 
(including common-law) or adoption. 
8. Includes boyfriend, girlfriend, same sex relationship, extra-marital lover, ex-boyfriend / girlfriend and other intimate relationship. 
9. Includes close friend, neighbour, authority or reverse authority figure, business relationship and casual acquaintance. 
10. Includes, for example, drug dealers, and their clients, loan sharks, or gang members. When more than one relationship applies (e.g., criminal 
relationship and close friend), police are asked to report the primary relationship. 
11. Includes homicides with a known accused. 
12. Total homicides excludes victims where the Indigenous identity was reported as unknown by police (i.e., 4% of victims in 2020). 
Note: Indigenous identity is reported by the police and is determined through information found with the victim, such as status cards, or through 
information supplied by the victims' families, community members, or other sources (i.e., such as band records, or forensic evidence such as genetic 
testing). There may be a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted 
according to the year in which they are reported to Statistics Canada. Percentages may not add up due to rounding. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Homicide Survey.  
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Table 9 
Homicides, by closest accused to victim relationship and gender, Canada, 2020 

Relationship type1 
(victim killed by) 

Closest accused to victim relationship 

2020 Average 2010 to 2019 

Male victims Female victims Male victims Female victims 

number percent2 number percent2 number percent2 number percent2 

Family relationship 74 22.3 71 50.4 61 19.9 87 59.6 

Spousal relationship3 12 3.6 36 25.5 11 3.6 51 34.9 

Other family relationship4 62 18.7 35 24.8 50 16.3 36 24.7 

Intimate relationship  
   (non-spousal)5 8 2.4 17 12.1 6 2.0 17 11.6 

Acquaintance6 149 44.9 31 22.0 140 45.6 27 18.5 

Criminal relationship7 31 9.3 6 4.3 37 12.1 5 3.4 

Stranger 70 21.1 16 11.3 63 20.5 11 7.5 

Unknown relationship 39 ... 3 ... 11 ... 2 ... 

Total solved homicides8 371 100.0 144 100.0 318 100.0 148 100.0 

Unsolved homicides 197 ... 27 ... 118 ... 15 ... 

Total homicides9 568 ... 171 ... 435 ... 163 ... 

... not applicable 
1. Includes homicides with a known accused. If there were more than one accused, only the closest relationship to the victim was recorded. 
2. Solved homicides where the type of relationship was unknown are excluded from the calculation of percentages. 
3. Includes legal husband/wife, common-law husband/wife, separated or divorced husband/wife, separated common-law husband/wife and same-sex spouse. 
4. Includes father, mother, son, daughter, sibling, nieces, nephews, grandchildren, uncles, aunts, cousins, in-laws, etc., related by blood, marriage 
(including common-law) or adoption. 
5. Includes boyfriend, girlfriend, same sex relationship, extra-marital lover, ex-boyfriend / girlfriend and other intimate relationship. 
6. Includes close friend, neighbour, authority or reverse authority figure, business relationship and casual acquaintance. 
7. Includes, for example, drug dealers, and their clients, loan sharks, or gang members. When more than one relationship applies (e.g., criminal 
relationship and close friend), police are asked to report the primary relationship. 
8. Includes homicides with a known accused. 
9. Total homicides excludes homicides where the gender of the victim was reported as unknown. 
Note: There may be a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted according 
to the year in which they are reported to Statistics Canada. Percentages may not add up due to rounding. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Homicide Survey.  

 
 


