
Juristat

Catalogue no. 85-002-X
ISSN 1209-6393

by Loanna Heidinger

Intimate partner violence: Experiences of 
First Nations, Métis and Inuit women in 
Canada, 2018 

Release date: May 19, 2021



How to obtain more information
For information about this product or the wide range of services and data available from Statistics Canada, visit our website, 
www.statcan.gc.ca. 
 
You can also contact us by 
 
Email at STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca 
 
Telephone, from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the following numbers: 

•• Statistical Information Service	 1-800-263-1136
•• National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired	 1-800-363-7629
•• Fax line	 1-514-283-9350

 
Depository Services Program 

•• Inquiries line	 1-800-635-7943
•• Fax line	 1-800-565-7757

Note of appreciation
Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a 
long‑standing partnership between Statistics Canada, the  
citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other 
institutions. Accurate and timely statistical information could not 
be produced without their continued co‑operation and goodwill.

Standards of service to the public
Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, 
reliable and courteous manner. To this end, Statistics Canada has 
developed standards of service that its employees observe. To 
obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact Statistics 
Canada toll-free at 1-800-263-1136. The service standards are 
also published on www.statcan.gc.ca under “Contact us” > 
“Standards of service to the public.”

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada

© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada as represented by the Minister of Industry, 2021

All rights reserved. Use of this publication is governed by the Statistics Canada Open Licence Agreement.

An HTML version is also available.

Cette publication est aussi disponible en français.

https://www.statcan.gc.ca
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN%40canada.ca?subject=
https://www.statcan.gc.ca
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/about/service/standards
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/reference/licence
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00007-eng.htm


Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X  

 

   3 

Juristat Article—Intimate partner violence: Experiences of First Nations, Métis and Inuit women in Canada, 2018 

Intimate partner violence: Experiences of First Nations, Métis and Inuit women in 
Canada, 2018 
by Loanna Heidinger, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics 

Violence against First Nations, Métis and Inuit (Indigenous)1 persons has implications for all Canadians and reflects the 
history of violence and trauma of Indigenous peoples in Canada. Several generations of Indigenous peoples were impacted 
and continue to be impacted by colonialization and related policies that eroded cultural practices, violently suppressed 
language and religion, and dismantled Indigenous families and communities (Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls 2019). The historical context of violence and trauma has set Indigenous families and communities on trajectories of 
disadvantage and created socioeconomic and health inequalities that have persisted across generations. 

Indigenous peoples are more likely to experience violent victimization than non-Indigenous peoples. More specifically, 
Indigenous women and girls are at a disproportionate risk and face among the highest rates of violent and non-violent 
victimization of all population groups in Canada (Allen 2020; Boyce 2016; Perreault and Simpson 2016). As one of the most 
pervasive forms of violence against women in general (Conroy 2021), intimate partner violence—that is, violence committed by 
a current or former legally married or common-law spouse, or dating partner—is a key element of the violence experienced by 
Indigenous women, having impacts on victims2, their families and communities that are significant and long lasting. 

Intimate partner violence (IPV) encompasses many behaviours and includes actions that are both criminal and non-criminal. 
Women are overrepresented as victims of IPV and have high rates of both self-reported and police-reported violence. In the 
context of their intimate partnerships, women may experience emotional and financial abuse as well as sexual assault, 
physical assault and homicide. Indigenous women are at an even greater risk and have one of the highest rates of spousal 
violence in Canada (Boyce 2016; Brennan 2011). Furthermore, Indigenous women are more at risk of experiencing violence 
by a spouse (Burczycka 2016) and in this context more often experience forms of violence considered to be the most 
severe—for example, homicide (Moreau et al. 2020) and being sexually assaulted, beaten or choked (Boyce 2016). 

Various forms of IPV can result in both short- and long-term consequences, and impact the victim as well as their family and 
their community. Intergenerational trauma, the perpetuation of violence and victimization across generations, plays an important 
role in the prevalence of IPV among women and their families (Andersson and Nahwegahbown 2010). Canadian research has 
shown that many women who experience abuse in childhood go on to experience IPV as adults (Burczycka 2017). Physical and 
sexual child abuse, as well as children’s exposure to violence, can negatively affect psychological and social development in the 
context of relationships, and may increase the risk of IPV by creating an environment where violence is depicted as an 
acceptable means of resolving conflict (see Brownridge et al. 2017 for an overview of this research).  

Intergenerational trauma is of particular importance to those seeking to understand Indigenous women’s experiences of IPV. 
Intergenerational trauma resulting from colonization, and the forceful erasure of culture and tradition, is present in the lives of 
many Indigenous peoples (Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 2019). The enduring negative consequences of 
historical trauma, discrimination and violence rooted in colonialism in Canada, such as the Indian Act, sixties scoop, and 
residential schools, may further influence Indigenous women’s disproportionate risk of IPV later in life (Burczycka 2017; 
Brownridge et al. 2017).  

In addition, Indigenous women continue to face structural and systemic realties that increase their risk of experiencing 
various forms of violence, including IPV (Andersson and Nahwegahbown 2010). Systemic racism contributes to barriers that 
may further prevent many Indigenous women from seeking help following violent or traumatic experiences, such as cultural 
barriers to accessing resources, inaccessibility of supports and services, and the mistrust in the police, criminal justice 
system, and institutions intended to protect (Canada Parliament 2020a; Canada Parliament 2020b; Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls 2019; Pauktuutit Inuit Women of Canada and Comack 2020).  

Barriers to accessing services may disproportionately impact Indigenous women residing in remote communities with 
majority Indigenous populations where rates of police-reported IPV can be ten times higher than those found in non-
Indigenous communities (Allen 2020). The geographic situation of these communities may influence the availability of victims’ 
services and housing, and may trap women with their abuser (House of Commons 2019). Other characteristics of these 
communities can further increase women’s risk, including an increased availability of weapons, limited access to legal 
services, poverty, barriers to maintaining the confidentiality of reports of abuse, and social, cultural and psychological 
isolation (United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 2019). 

This article focuses on the experiences of Indigenous women in Canada, and where possible provides results for First 
Nations, Métis, and Inuit Indigenous identity groups. It is one in a series of short reports examining experiences of IPV based 
on self-reported data from the 2018 Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS) for various populations. Through 
this series, the prevalence, nature, and impact of IPV on Canadians is examined. Experiences of IPV among sexual minority 
women (Jaffray 2021a) and men (Jaffray 2021b), women with disabilities (Savage 2021a), young women (Savage 2021b), 



Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X 

 

 4 

Juristat Article—Intimate partner violence: Experiences of First Nations, Métis and Inuit women in Canada, 2018 

and ethno-cultural minority women (Cotter 2021a) are examined in the other reports within this series, as are the experiences 
of women and men in general (Cotter 2021b).3 

 

Text box 1 
Measuring and defining intimate partner violence 

The Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS) collected information on Canadians’ experiences of intimate 
partner violence (IPV) since the age of 15 and in the 12 months that preceded the survey. The survey asked about a broad 
range of behaviours committed by intimate partners, including psychological, physical, and sexual violence. The definition of 
partner was also broad and included current and former legally married spouses, common-law partners, dating partners, and 
other intimate partner relationships. 

In the SSPPS, intimate partner violence is defined as any act or behaviour committed by a current or former intimate partner, 
regardless of whether or not these partners lived together. In this article, intimate partner violence is broadly categorized into 
three types: psychological violence, physical violence, and sexual violence. 

Psychological violence encompasses forms of abuse that target a person’s emotional, mental, or financial well-being, or 
impede their personal freedom or sense of safety. This category includes 15 specific types of abuse, including jealousy, 
name-calling and other put-downs, stalking or harassing behaviours, manipulation, confinement, or property damage (for a 
complete list of items included in this category, see Table 1). It also includes being blamed for causing their partners’ 
behaviour, which was measured among those respondents who experienced certain forms of IPV. 

Physical violence includes forms of abuse that involve physical assault or the threat of physical assault. In all, 9 types of 
abuse are included in this category, including items being thrown at the victim, being threatened with a weapon, being 
slapped, being beaten, and being choked (see Table 1).  

Sexual violence includes sexual assault or threats of sexual assault and was measured using two questions: being made to 
perform sex acts that the victim did not want to perform, and forcing or attempting to force the victim to have sex.  

The analysis presented in this article takes an inclusive approach to the broad range of behaviours that comprise IPV. For the 
purposes of this analysis, those with at least one response of ‘yes’ to any item on the survey measuring IPV of any type are 
included as having experienced intimate partner violence, regardless of the type or the frequency.  

For more information on the measures of IPV in the SSPPS and other sources of data on intimate partner violence in 
Canada, see Cotter 2021b. 
 

About six in ten Indigenous women have experienced some form of IPV in their lifetime 

There are various forms of IPV and they may occur as a single abusive event or as repeated events. Some forms of IPV are 
considered more severe and may be more overt, such as sexual and physical abuse. Other forms of IPV, such as 
psychological abuse, are sometimes less overt but may impact the overall sense of safety of victims and have detrimental 
consequences for victims and their families. Indigenous women (61%) were more likely to experience some form of IPV in 
their lifetime (since the age of 154) compared with non-Indigenous women (44%).5 Similarly, when asked about the past 12 
months, 1 in 6 (17%) Indigenous women experienced at least one form of IPV—psychological, physical or sexual—compared 
with 12% of non-Indigenous women (Table 1).6 

Psychological abuse is often characterized by behaviours intended to control, isolate, manipulate or humiliate victims. Similar 
to other forms of IPV, psychological abuse can have pervasive and long lasting impacts on victims, with detrimental 
consequences continuing even after contact with an abuser ends (Karakurt 2014). Psychological abuse was the most 
commonly experienced form of IPV by both Indigenous and non-Indigenous women; however, a significantly higher 
proportion of Indigenous women experienced psychological abuse in their lifetime (60%) and in the past 12 months (17%) 
compared with the proportions among non-Indigenous women who experienced this abuse in their lifetime (42%) or in the 
past 12 months (12%; Table 2A).  

Relative to non-Indigenous women (42%), significantly higher proportions of First Nations (57%) and Métis (63%) women 
experienced psychological IPV by an intimate partner in their lifetime. However, no difference was noted for Inuit women who 
reported experiencing similar proportions of psychological IPV to non-Indigenous women (Table 2B).  
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This finding is consistent with previous research on intergenerational trauma. Histories of systemic violence and trauma, such 
as police brutality, emotional and sexual abuse in residential schools and by persons of authority, and forced displacement 
and assimilation has resulted in the mistrust and strained relationship with police and the criminal justice system. The inability 
of systems of justice to protect Inuit women and failed responses by programs of protection may contribute to the hesitation 
among Inuit women to report violent behaviours (Pauktuutit Inuit Women of Canada and Comack 2020; Perreault 2020a; 
Williams 2019; Brassard et al. 2015). Furthermore, the history of violence resulting from colonization and cultural suppression 
may lead to the normalization of violence among Inuit women. This normalization in experiences of violence may result in 
Inuit women not acknowledging some behaviours as forms of abuse as the constant threat of violence is perceived as 
acceptable and a normal part of life (Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 2019).  

Indigenous women more likely to experience each specific IPV behaviour measured  

IPV was measured by asking respondents about their experiences of 27 individual behaviours, broadly grouped into three 
categories of abuse: psychological, physical, and sexual. Indigenous women were significantly more likely than non-Indigenous 
women to have experienced each of the 27 different behaviours by an intimate partner in their lifetime. In addition, among 
Indigenous women who were victims of IPV in their lifetime, approximately 9 in 10 (89% compared with 84% of non-Indigenous 
women) experienced two or more IPV behaviours and 4 in 5 (83% compared with 71% of non-Indigenous women) experienced 
3 or more IPV behaviours by an intimate partner. The abuse could have been perpetrated by the same partner or different 
intimate partners; however, Indigenous women were more likely than non-Indigenous women to indicate having had two or 
more different abusive partners (40% versus 29%). More specifically, 18% of Indigenous women had three or more abusive 
partners in their lifetime, more than double the proportion among non-Indigenous women (7%). In other words, Indigenous 
women were more likely to experience repeated trauma through victimization by multiple abusive partners. 

A larger proportion of Indigenous women, compared with non-Indigenous women, had an intimate partner in their lifetime 
who: put them down or called them names (50% versus 31% of non-Indigenous women); was jealous (46% versus 29%); told 
them they were crazy, stupid, or not good enough (44% versus 26%); or demanded to know who they were with and where 
they were at all times (35% versus 19%; Table 1). These behaviours were the most commonly experienced IPV behaviours, 
and Indigenous women were significantly more likely to experience these behaviours compared with non-Indigenous women. 

There were a few notable psychologically abusive behaviours where Indigenous women were particularly overrepresented and 
where differences compared with non-Indigenous women were much larger (Table 1). Indigenous women were almost three 
times more likely to experience financial abuse by an intimate partner in their lifetime compared with non-Indigenous women. 
Specifically, 16% of Indigenous women (compared with 6% of non-Indigenous women) were forced to give their partner money 
or possessions and 13% of Indigenous women (compared with 3% of non-Indigenous women) were kept from having access to 
a job, money, or financial resources. Financial cost and lack of access to financial resources may pose a barrier to leaving an 
abuser, in particular for Indigenous women who disproportionately experience higher levels of impoverishment and 
marginalization. The control of finances may force an economic dependency that increases the difficulty of leaving an abuser 
and traps victims in abusive relationships (for a review, see Postmus et al. 2020). These findings highlight the importance of 
access to financial resources that may be necessary for Indigenous women to escape abusive relationships. 

4 in 10 Indigenous women experienced physical abuse by an intimate partner in their lifetime 

Physical and sexual violence are often considered more severe forms of IPV since they are typically more violent in nature 
and more likely to reach the threshold of criminal victimization. A significantly higher proportion of Indigenous women (44%) 
compared with non-Indigenous women (25%) experienced either physical or sexual abuse by an intimate partner in their 
lifetime (Table 2A).  

Overall, Indigenous women (42%) were almost twice as likely as non-Indigenous women (22%) to experience physical abuse by an 
intimate partner in their lifetime. However, Indigenous women experienced disproportionately higher levels of some specific 
physical abuse behaviours. In particular, Indigenous women were approximately three times more likely than non-Indigenous 
women to have an intimate partner in their lifetime who: threatened them with a weapon (13% versus 4% of non-Indigenous women); 
choked them (17% versus 6%); or beat them (16% versus 6%). Furthermore, Indigenous women were two times more likely than 
non-Indigenous women to have been shaken, pushed, grabbed or thrown (32% versus 17% of non-Indigenous women) or hit with 
a fist or object, or kicked or bit (26% versus 11%) by an intimate partner in their lifetime (Table 1). 

First Nations women (42%) and Métis women (46%) were approximately twice as likely to experience physical abuse by an 
intimate partner in their lifetime compared with non-Indigenous women (22%). About one-third of Inuit women (34%) reported 
experiencing this type of IPV in their lifetime; however, as was the case when looking at psychological IPV, this was not 
statistically different from the proportion reported by non-Indigenous women (Table 2B).  
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Indigenous women twice as likely to experience sexual abuse by intimate partner in their lifetime 

In general, women disproportionately experience sexual abuse by an intimate partner in their lifetime relative to men 
(see Cotter 2021b). Women overall are significantly more likely to experience this form of abuse; however, SSPPS results 
further indicate that Indigenous women are particularly at risk. Approximately 1 in 5 (21%) Indigenous women experienced 
sexual abuse by an intimate partner in their lifetime, almost twice the proportion among non-Indigenous women (11%; Table 2A).  

Indigenous women were approximately two times more likely than non-Indigenous women to have had an intimate partner in 
their lifetime who: forced or tried to force them to have sex (19% versus 9% of non-Indigenous women) or made them 
perform a sex act they did not want to perform (17% versus 8% of non-Indigenous women; Table 1). 

Relative to non-Indigenous women, a significantly higher proportion of First Nations women (18%) experienced sexual abuse 
by an intimate partner in their lifetime. Métis women (26%) were more than twice as likely as non-Indigenous women (11%) 
to experience sexual abuse by an intimate partner in their lifetime. Consistent with other forms of IPV mentioned above, 
differences in reported experiences of sexual IPV between Inuit women and non-Indigenous women were not statistically 
significant (Table 2B). 

Indigenous women experience disproportionate risk for violence when part of other marginalized groups 

The intersection of Indigenous identity with other socioeconomic and demographic characteristics contributes to the 
disproportionate risk of IPV for Indigenous women that are part of other marginalized groups. Marginalized individuals may 
experience barriers to social, economic or political resources; these lower levels of support among marginalized populations 
may increase the risk of IPV and exacerbate potential consequences or impacts following abuse or violence. 

Indigenous peoples may be restricted in access to both education and employment on the basis of geography and the history of 
systemic racism (Mitrou et al. 2014; Restoule et al. 2013). Structural factors contribute to the inadequate education and 
employment opportunities that may be afforded to Indigenous peoples (Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 2019). 
Indigenous peoples have lower levels of formal education compared with the non-Indigenous population (Statistics Canada 2015), 
particularly among adults aged 25 to 64. Rates of unemployment are also higher among Indigenous peoples of core working 
age (aged 25 to 64). Education and employment are strong predictors of income and indicators of socio-economic attainment. 
Considering the lower levels of education and employment that can result from these structural barriers, Indigenous peoples on 
average report lower incomes compared with non-Indigenous peoples (Statistics Canada 2015).  

LGBTQ2S Indigenous women (86%) were more likely to experience lifetime IPV compared with non- LGBTQ2S Indigenous 
women (59%; for full results see Jaffray 2021a). In addition, Indigenous women who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, or another 
sexual orientation other than heterosexual (LGB+) were five times more likely than non-Indigenous women who are lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, or another sexual orientation other than heterosexual (LGB+) to have experienced an intimate partner who 
revealed or threatened to reveal information about their sexuality or sexual orientation (25% versus 5%, respectively). 
Similarly, a significantly larger proportion of Indigenous women with a disability (74%) experienced IPV in their lifetime 
compared with Indigenous women without a disability (46%; for full results see Savage 2021a; Table 3). 

The intersection of multiple identities contributes to a better understanding of the disproportionate risk of IPV and the 
differences in consequences following experiences of IPV among certain populations. While Indigenous women experience a 
higher prevalence of experiencing IPV compared with non-Indigenous women, the intersection of Indigenous identity with 
other socioeconomic and demographic characteristics adds another layer of risk and increases the vulnerability to 
experiences of violence. 

IPV linked to early experiences of child abuse 

Adverse childhood experiences are consistently linked to various detrimental adult outcomes. In particular, experiences of 
childhood violence are associated with a higher risk of IPV, as a victim or perpetrator, during adulthood (Whitfield et al. 2003). 
A history of abuse and violence, including witnessing violence, during childhood may contribute to a normalization of violence 
in interpersonal relationships and the cyclical experience of IPV that continually perpetuates violence and harm 
(Brownridge et al. 2017).  

It is important to note that the intergenerational trauma linked to historical experiences of extreme neglect and violence 
experienced by Indigenous peoples in Canada is enduring and continually perpetuates violence across generations. Among 
other traumatic experiences, Indigenous children were forcibly removed from their families and communities and placed in 
residential schools or foster homes that dismantled Indigenous culture and where many Indigenous children experienced 
abuse and neglect (Gone 2013; Andersson and Nahwegahbown 2010). Furthermore, Indigenous children continue to be 
overrepresented in the child welfare system (Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 2019). 
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Historical trauma is linked to an increased risk of experiencing violence during childhood through intergenerational trauma. In 
general, a larger proportion of Indigenous peoples, compared with non-Indigenous peoples, experienced abuse during 
childhood. Additionally, Indigenous peoples were also more likely to have witnessed violence in their household as children, 
relative to non-Indigenous peoples (Burczycka 2016). The disproportionate risk for IPV during adulthood among Indigenous 
women may reflect the higher proportion of Indigenous women who experienced a history of childhood abuse and violence. 

The 2018 SSPPS confirms these findings; 42% of Indigenous women reported having been physically or sexually abused by 
an adult during childhood compared with 28% of non-Indigenous women. The impact of these experiences on IPV during 
adulthood was notable: four in five (80%) Indigenous women who experienced physical or sexual abuse before the age of 15 
experienced IPV in their lifetime, almost twice the proportion of Indigenous women who did not experience this abuse (47%). 
Similarly, a higher proportion of Indigenous women who experienced physical or sexual abuse before the age of 15 
experienced IPV in the past 12 months (22%), almost twice the proportion reported by Indigenous women who did not 
experience childhood violence (13%). 

This pattern was also evident among non-Indigenous women. A higher proportion of non-Indigenous women who 
experienced physical or sexual abuse before the age of 15 experienced IPV in their lifetime (66%) compared with the 
proportion of non-Indigenous women who did not experience abuse before the age of 15 (34%). Approximately 1 in 5 (18%) 
non-Indigenous women who experienced abuse before the age of 15 experienced IPV in the past 12 months compared with 
1 in 10 (10%) non-Indigenous women who did not experience childhood violence (Table 3). 

Historical trauma linked to forced assimilation and cultural oppression may also negatively influence parenting patterns and further 
transmit trauma across future generations through the intergenerational cycle of family violence (Palacios and Portillo 2009). 
Maltreatment and emotional abuse during childhood are components of harsh parenting—that is, having been slapped, 
spanked, made to feel unwanted or unloved, or been neglected or having basic needs go unmet by parents or caregivers 
during childhood. Children who are exposed to violence or are abused are more likely to experience harsh parenting, and 
experiences of harsh parenting during childhood increase the risk of emotional, physical and sexual abuse during childhood 
and the risk of experiencing IPV in adulthood (Afifi et al. 2017). The co-occurrence of experiencing both abuse and harsh 
parenting during childhood has a lasting detrimental impact on development, with the negative implications continuing well 
into adulthood (Grasso et al. 2016).  

Overall, 68% of Indigenous women and 65% of non-Indigenous women experienced harsh parenting during childhood, and 
subsequently were more likely to experience IPV in their lifetime. Approximately, 7 in 10 (71%) Indigenous women who 
experienced harsh parenting experienced IPV in their lifetime, almost twice the proportion of Indigenous women who did not 
experience this abuse (38%). Similarly, a higher proportion of Indigenous women who experienced harsh parenting 
experienced IPV in the past 12 months (19%) compared with the proportion reported by Indigenous women who did not 
experience harsh parenting (13%). 

This pattern was also evident among non-Indigenous women. Approximately 1 in 2 (53%) non-Indigenous women who 
experienced harsh parenting experienced IPV in their lifetime, twice the proportion reported by non-Indigenous women who 
did not experience harsh parenting (25%). A higher proportion of non-Indigenous women who experienced harsh parenting 
(14%) experienced IPV in the past 12 months compared with 1 in 10 (8%) non-Indigenous women who did not experience 
harsh parenting (Table 3). 

Indigenous women more likely to experience fear and feelings of being controlled or trapped by a partner 

Results from the SSPPS clearly indicate that a larger proportion of Indigenous women experienced IPV and that Indigenous 
women were overrepresented in IPV behaviours often considered more severe. Experiences of fear may further indicate that 
the violence is relatively more severe, coercive and part of a pattern of behaviours that occur on a repeated basis 
(Johnson and Leone 2005). Among women who experienced IPV in their lifetime, over 1 in 2 (52%) Indigenous women were 
ever afraid of a partner compared with about one-third (36%) of non-Indigenous women.  

Feeling controlled or trapped by a partner or feeling anxious or on edge because of a partner are also possible emotional or 
psychological impacts of IPV and provide additional context to experiences of abuse. Indigenous women who experienced 
IPV in their lifetime (56%) were also more likely to report feeling controlled or trapped by an intimate partner than non-
Indigenous women who experienced IPV in their lifetime (42%). Similar proportions of Indigenous (62%) and non-Indigenous 
(57%) women who experienced IPV in their lifetime reported feeling anxious or on edge because of any partner.  

Impact of IPV on Indigenous women similar to non-Indigenous women 

When looking at consequences and actions taken by women who were victims of IPV in the past 12 months, there were no 
statistically significant differences in self-reported outcomes or actions taken between Indigenous women and non-
Indigenous women (Chart 1).  
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Over 9 in 10 Indigenous (94%) and non-Indigenous (92%) women who experienced IPV in the past 12 months reported that 
the incident had an emotional impact. Similar proportions of Indigenous (19%) and non-Indigenous (20%) women who 
experienced IPV in the past 12 months experienced an injury from the abuse. One in four (25%) Indigenous women 
experienced symptoms consistent with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) in the past 12 months; this was not significantly 
different from non-Indigenous women.  

Approximately 7 in 10 Indigenous (70%) and non-Indigenous (68%) women spoke with someone about the abuse they 
experienced and 12% of Indigenous and 13% of non-Indigenous women used or contacted a service following abuse in the 
past 12 months (Chart 1). 

Non-significant differences in results may reflect the barriers among Indigenous women to report IPV or access services. For 
example, cultural barriers to accessing resources, inaccessibility of supports and services, and the mistrust in the police, 
criminal justice system, and institutions intended to protect may prevent Indigenous women from seeking help following 
violent or traumatic experiences (Canada Parliament 2020a; Canada, Parliament 2020b; Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls 2019; Pauktuutit Inuit Women of Canada and Comack 2020). Other potential cultural practices and 
processes of healing in Indigenous communities may not be captured by the measures collected in the SSPPS. 

Furthermore, non-significant differences in results may reflect the potential normalization of experiences of gendered violence 
among Indigenous women, whereby Indigenous women may begin to expect violent experiences and perceive these experiences 
as acceptable. Intergenerational violence disproportionately places Indigenous women at risk of growing up in abusive households 
and witnessing gendered violence (Gone 2013). Violence becomes a normalized part of interpersonal relationships and life. The 
consequences of IPV among Indigenous women may be muted or overlooked by victims of violence and may lead Indigenous 
women to underreport impacts of gendered violence (Pauktuutit Inuit Women of Canada and Comack 2020). 
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Text box 2 
Lifetime violent victimization 

While the analysis in this report focused on violence perpetrated by intimate partners, a fulsome analysis of experiences of 
gender-based violence also includes experiences of violence perpetrated by those other than intimate partners. This text box 
examines lifetime experiences of all violent victimization (physical and sexual assault) measured by the Survey of Safety in 
Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS), including both intimate partner violence and violence that happens in other contexts 
outside of intimate partner relationships.  

Indigenous women are more likely to experience violence by any perpetrator 

In addition to being at a higher risk for IPV in their lifetime, Indigenous women are also overrepresented as victims of 
gendered violence committed by other perpetrators who are not intimate partners (Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 
and Girls 2019). These other perpetrators can be family members, friends or strangers to the victim. Data on the lifetime 
prevalence of victimization by both intimate partners and other perpetrators against Indigenous women fills a data gap and 
contributes to a better understanding of the disproportionate risk of violence experienced by Indigenous women. 

Historical trauma and violent oppression contributes to the increased risk for experiencing violence among Indigenous 
women. Indigenous women are overrepresented both as victims of intimate partner violence and as victims of violence 
committed by other perpetrators (Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 2019). Results from the SSPPS find 
that similar proportions of Indigenous women report experiencing physical assault by an intimate partner (42%) or by another 
person (43%). These proportions were significantly higher than respective proportions among non-Indigenous women (26% 
by a non-intimate partner versus 22% by an intimate partner).  

Over half of Indigenous women (56%) experienced physical assault in their lifetime by any person (intimate partner or other 
perpetrator) compared with approximately one-third of non-Indigenous women (34%; Table 4A; Chart 2a). Almost 6 in 10 
First Nations women (58%) and Métis women (57%) experienced any physical violence by an intimate partner or other 
perpetrator in their lifetime compared with non-Indigenous women (34%; Table 4B; Chart 2b). Consistent with other forms of 
IPV mentioned above, differences in experiences of physical IPV between Inuit women and non-Indigenous women were not 
statistically significant. 
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Text box 2 — end 
Lifetime violent victimization 

 

Indigenous women (4%) were two times more likely to experience physical assault by a non-intimate partner in the past 12 
months compared with non-Indigenous women (2%). In addition, a higher proportion of Indigenous women (6%) experienced 
physical assault by any person (intimate partner or other perpetrator) in the past 12 months compared with the proportion 
among non-Indigenous women (4%; Table 5A; For results by Indigenous identifier group see Table 5B). 

The gendered nature of sexual violence places women at disproportionate risk that is exacerbated for Indigenous women 
with the intersection of gender and Indigenous identity. Indigenous women are overrepresented as victims of sexual violence 
by other perpetrators; a higher proportion of Indigenous women were victims of sexual violence by other perpetrators (43%) 
than the proportion of Indigenous women who were victims of sexual violence by an intimate partner (21%). Overall, almost 
half of Indigenous women (46%) compared with a third of non-Indigenous women (33%) experienced sexual violence by any 
person (intimate partner or other perpetrator) in their lifetime (Table 4A; Chart 2a). 

Similarly, a larger proportion of First Nations (46%) and Métis (44%) women were victims of sexual violence by a non-intimate 
partner compared with the proportion of First Nations (18%) and Métis (26%) women who were victims of sexual violence by an 
intimate partner. Approximately half of First Nations (47%) and Métis (48%) women experienced sexual violence in their lifetime 
by any person (intimate partner or other perpetrator) compared with 1 in 3 (33%) non-Indigenous women (Table 4B; Chart 2b). 

Taken together, approximately 6 in 10 (63%) Indigenous women experienced physical or sexual violence in their lifetime by 
any person (intimate partner or other perpetrator) compared with 45% of non-Indigenous women. First Nations (64%) and 
Métis (65%) women were overrepresented as lifetime victims of physical or sexual violence (Table 4B; Chart 2b).  

Indigenous women more likely to experience physical or sexual abuse, across provinces and territories in Canada 

The prevalence of physical or sexual abuse was higher among Indigenous women than non-Indigenous women regardless of 
province7 in Canada. Overall, more than 1 in 3 Indigenous women in each province experienced physical or sexual abuse by 
an intimate partner in their lifetime compared with less than 30% of non-Indigenous women in each province. In the 
territories, more than half (53%) of Indigenous women experienced sexual or physical abuse by an intimate partner in their 
lifetime compared with almost 1 in 3 (34%) non-Indigenous women. 

Indigenous women were again overrepresented in experiences of non-intimate partner violence. Across provinces, over 1 in 2 
(50% or more) Indigenous women experienced physical or sexual violence by other perpetrators in their lifetime compared 
with 44% or less experienced by non-Indigenous women. Overall, regardless of whether the perpetrator was an intimate 
partner or other perpetrator, 63% of Indigenous women in Canada have been physically or sexually assaulted in their lifetime, 
compared with 45% of non-Indigenous women (Table 6).  
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Survey description 

In 2018, Statistics Canada conducted the first cycle of the Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces (SSPPS). The 
purpose of the survey is to collect information on Canadians’ experiences in public, at work, online, and in their intimate 
partner relationships.  

The target population for the SSPPS is the Canadian population aged 15 and older, living in the provinces and territories. 
Canadians residing in institutions are not included. This means that the survey results may not reflect the experiences of 
intimate partner violence among those living in shelters, institutions, or other collective dwellings. Once a household was 
contacted, an individual 15 years or older was randomly selected to respond to the survey.  

In the provinces, data collection took place from April to December 2018 inclusively. Responses were obtained by self-
administered online questionnaire or by interviewer-administered telephone questionnaire. Respondents were able to 
respond in the official language of their choice. The sample size for the 10 provinces was 43,296 respondents. The response 
rate in the provinces was 43.1%.  

In the territories, data collection took place from July to December 2018 inclusively. Responses were obtained by self-
administered online questionnaire or by interviewer-administered in-person questionnaire. Respondents were able to respond 
in the official language of their choice. The sample size for the 3 territories was 2,597 respondents. The response rate in the 
territories was 73.2%. 

Non-respondents included people who refused to participate, could not be reached, or could not speak English or French. 
Respondents in the sample were weighted so that their responses represent the non-institutionalized Canadian population 
aged 15 and older.  

Data limitations  

As with any household survey, there are some data limitations. The results are based on a sample and are therefore subject 
to sampling errors. Somewhat different results might have been obtained if the entire population had been surveyed.  

For the quality of estimates, the lower and upper bounds of the confidence intervals are presented. Confidence intervals 
should be interpreted as follows: If the survey were repeated many times, then 95% of the time (or 19 times out of 20), the 
confidence interval would cover the true population value. 
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Notes 

1. The Indigenous population was identified using the following question: “Are you an Aboriginal person, that is, First Nations, 
Métis or Inuk (Inuit)?” In this article, the term “Indigenous” is used to refer to all First Nations, Métis and Inuit. Where possible, 
results are presented separately for First Nations, Métis and Inuit Indigenous identity groups. 

2. Though other terms, such as survivor, could be used to refer to those who have experienced intimate partner violence, the 
term ‘victim’ is used to stay consistent with the terminology used in other Statistics Canada reports. 

3. For other data from the Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces, see “Gender-based violence: Unwanted sexual 
behaviours in Canada’s territories, 2018” (Perreault 2020a), “Gender-based violence: Sexual and physical assault in 
Canada’s territories, 2018” (Perreault 2020b), “Experiences of violent victimization and unwanted sexual behaviours among 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and other sexual minority people, and the transgender population, in Canada, 2018” (Jaffray 2020), 
“Gender-based violence and unwanted sexual behaviour in Canada, 2018: Initial findings from the Survey of Safety in Public 
and Private Spaces” (Cotter and Savage 2019).  

4. Throughout this report, the terms “lifetime” and “since age 15” are used interchangeably. 

5. Percent calculations for lifetime intimate partner violence are based on those who have ever been in an intimate partner 
relationship (ever-partnered). 

6. Unless indicated otherwise, all differences discussed in-text are statistically significant at p< 0.05. 

7. The regions provided in Table 6 are a combination of geographic regions, and provinces or territories. Some provinces and 
territories were combined to facilitate reporting due to small sample size, in particular the Atlantic Provinces, the Prairies, and 
the Territories. 

 

  



Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X 

 

 14 

Juristat Article—Intimate partner violence: Experiences of First Nations, Métis and Inuit women in Canada, 2018 

Detailed data tables 

Table 1 
Intimate partner violence since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of intimate partner violence and 
Indigenous identity, Canada, 2018 

Type of intimate partner violence 

Indigenous women Non-Indigenous women† 

Experienced since  
age 151 

Experienced in the  
past 12 months2 

Experienced since  
age 151 

Experienced in the  
past 12 months2 

% 

95% 
confidence 

interval 

% 

95%  
confidence 

interval 

% 

95%  
confidence 

interval 

% 

95%  
confidence 

interval 

from to from to from to from to 

Emotional, financial, or psychological abuse 
 Been jealous and didn't want you to talk to other men or women 45.8* 40.8 50.8 7.3 4.8 11.1 28.9 27.9 29.9 5.3 4.7 6.1 

Harmed, or threatened to harm your pets 9.7* 7.3 12.8 F F F 4.1 3.7 4.6 0.5 0.3 0.6 

Demanded to know who you were with and where you were at 
all times 34.6* 30.1 39.5 7.2* 4.6 11.1 18.6 17.8 19.5 3.1 2.7 3.7 

Put you down or called you names to make you feel bad 50.1* 45.1 55.1 13.2* 9.2 18.5 30.6 29.5 31.6 8.2 7.5 9.0 

Forced you to give them money or possessions 15.9* 12.5 20.0 3.0* 1.5 6.0 6.0 5.6 6.6 0.5 0.4 0.7 

Told you you were crazy, stupid, or not good enough3 44.4* 39.6 49.4 10.3 7.0 15.1 26.3 25.4 27.2 6.8 6.2 7.5 

Tried to convince your family, children, or friends that you are 
crazy or tried to turn them against you3 21.5* 17.5 26.0 5.0* 2.8 8.8 9.4 8.8 10.0 1.8 1.4 2.2 

Followed you or hung around outside your home or work3 22.8* 18.8 27.4 F F F 11.7 11.0 12.4 0.9 0.6 1.2 

Kept you from seeing or talking to your family or friends3 23.0* 19.1 27.5 3.0 1.4 6.3 10.1 9.5 10.7 1.1 0.9 1.4 

Harassed you by phone, text, email, or using social media3 25.9* 21.7 30.7 5.7* 3.4 9.4 13.1 12.4 13.9 2.6 2.1 3.1 

Kept you from having access to a job, money, or financial 
resources3 12.8* 9.6 16.9 F F F 4.8 4.4 5.3 0.5 0.3 0.6 

Confined or locked you in a room or other space3 11.1* 8.0 15.1 F F F 3.2 2.8 3.6 0.3 0.1 0.6 

Damaged or destroyed your possessions or property 29.8* 25.5 34.4 2.9 1.5 5.5 11.5 10.8 12.1 1.1 0.9 1.4 

Made comments about your sexual past or your sexual 
performance that made you feel ashamed, inadequate, or 
humiliated 28.0* 23.6 32.9 4.4 2.4 7.8 14.0 13.2 14.8 3.0 2.5 3.6 

Revealed, or threatened to reveal, your sexual orientation or 
your relationship to anyone who you did not want to know 
about your sexuality or sexual orientation4 25.1* 12.2 44.7 F F F 5.4 3.8 7.7 F F F 

Blamed you for causing their abusive or violent behaviour3, 5 55.9* 49.0 62.6 8.5 4.9 14.4 46.3 44.5 48.1 9.1 7.9 10.4 

Total 59.7* 54.8 64.5 16.8* 12.7 21.8 42.1 41.1 43.2 11.7 10.9 12.6 

Physical abuse 
 Shook, pushed, grabbed, or threw you3 31.6* 27.1 36.5 2.4 1.1 5.2 16.6 15.9 17.4 1.5 1.2 1.9 

Hit you with a fist or object, kicked or bit you3 26.4* 22.3 30.9 2.1 0.9 5.0 10.8 10.1 11.5 0.7 0.5 1.0 

Threatened to harm or kill you or someone close to you3 17.8* 14.2 22.2 0.9 0.4 1.9 6.8 6.3 7.3 0.5 0.3 0.8 

Choked you3 17.3* 13.8 21.3 1.2 0.5 3.0 6.1 5.6 6.7 0.5 0.3 0.7 

Used or threatened to use a knife or gun or other weapon to 
harm you3 13.4* 10.2 17.3 F F F 3.6 3.3 4.0 0.2 0.1 0.3 

Threatened to hit you with their fist or anything that could hurt you 27.8* 23.6 32.5 2.5 1.2 5.2 11.3 10.6 11.9 1.0 0.7 1.3 

Thrown anything at you that could have hurt you 25.7* 21.6 30.4 2.3 1.0 5.1 10.3 9.6 10.9 0.8 0.6 1.1 

Slapped you 25.5* 21.4 30.1 F F F 10.9 10.3 11.6 0.7 0.5 1.1 

Beaten you 16.0* 12.9 19.6 0.7 0.3 1.4 5.7 5.2 6.2 0.2 0.1 0.4 

Total 41.7* 36.9 46.6 3.6 2.1 6.0 22.3 21.4 23.2 2.4 2.0 2.8 
See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 1 — end 
Intimate partner violence since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of intimate partner violence and 
Indigenous identity, Canada, 2018 

Type of intimate partner violence 

Indigenous women Non-Indigenous women† 

Experienced since  
age 151 

Experienced in the  
past 12 months2 

Experienced since  
age 151 

Experienced in the  
past 12 months2 

% 

95% 
confidence 

interval 

% 

95%  
confidence 

interval 

% 

95%  
confidence 

interval 

% 

95%  
confidence 

interval 

from to from to from to from to 

Sexual abuse 
 Made you perform sex acts that you did not want to perform3 16.6* 13.2 20.7 1.3 0.6 2.8 8.2 7.6 8.8 0.8 0.6 1.1 

Forced or tried to force you to have sex3 18.6* 15.1 22.5 2.4 1.1 5.2 9.5 8.9 10.1 0.9 0.7 1.3 

Total 21.2* 17.5 25.4 2.4 1.2 4.8 11.1 10.5 11.8 1.1 0.9 1.4 

Total intimate partner violence 60.9* 56.0 65.6 16.8* 12.8 21.8 43.5 42.5 44.6 11.9 11.1 12.8 
F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Represents the percentage of all respondents, excluding those who reported that they have never been in an intimate partner relationship. 
2. Represents the percentage of all respondents, excluding those who reported that they have never been in an intimate partner relationship and those who stated that they had not 
had contact with any current or former intimate partner in the past 12 months. 
3. This is an item taken from the Composite Abuse Scale - revised short form (CASr-SF). 
4. This item was only asked of respondents who did not identify as heterosexual. 
5. This item was only asked of respondents who indicated yes to at least one item from the CASr-SF. The percent calculation therefore does not include all respondents. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces. 
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Table 2A 
Intimate partner violence since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by Indigenous identity, Canada, 2018 

Intimate partner violence1 

Indigenous women Non-Indigenous women† 

percent 

95% confidence interval 

percent 

95% confidence interval 

from to from to 

Since age 15 
 Emotional, financial, or psychological 59.7* 54.8 64.5 42.1 41.1 43.2 

Physical 41.7* 36.9 46.6 22.3 21.4 23.2 

Sexual 21.2* 17.5 25.4 11.1 10.5 11.8 

Total, physical or sexual 43.7* 38.8 48.7 25.1 24.2 26.0 

Total, any type 60.9* 56.0 65.6 43.5 42.5 44.6 

Past 12 months 
 Emotional, financial, or psychological 16.8* 12.7 21.8 11.7 10.9 12.6 

Physical 3.6 2.1 6.0 2.4 2.0 2.8 

Sexual 2.4 1.2 4.8 1.1 0.9 1.4 

Total, physical or sexual 4.9 3.0 7.8 3.0 2.6 3.6 

Total, any type 16.8* 12.8 21.8 11.9 11.1 12.8 

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes violence committed by a current or former spouse, common-law partner, dating partner, or someone with whom the victim was in another 
type of intimate relationship. Percent calculation excludes respondents who reported that they have never been in an intimate partner relationship 
and, for the past 12 months, those who stated that they had not had contact with any current or former intimate partner in the past 12 months. See 
Table 1 for a list of items included in each category. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces. 

 
 

Table 2B 
Intimate partner violence since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by Indigenous identity group, Canada, 2018 

Intimate partner 
violence1 

First Nations women Métis women Inuit women 
Non-Indigenous 

women† 

% 

95% confidence 
interval 

% 

95% confidence 
interval 

% 

95% confidence 
interval 

% 

95% confidence 
interval 

from to from to from to from to 

Since age 15 
 Emotional, financial, or 

psychological 57.4* 49.8 64.6 63.4* 56.8 69.5 42.3 27.3 59.0 42.1 41.1 43.2 

Physical 42.0* 34.8 49.5 45.5* 38.5 52.7 33.6 20.9 49.2 22.3 21.4 23.2 

Sexual 17.7* 12.7 24.1 25.8* 20.2 32.4 11.3 6.5 19.0 11.1 10.5 11.8 

Total, physical or 
sexual 42.7* 35.5 50.3 47.7* 40.6 54.8 35.0 22.0 50.6 25.1 24.2 26.0 

Total, any type 58.9* 51.4 66.1 64.2* 57.6 70.3 44.1 28.1 61.3 43.5 42.5 44.6 

Past 12 months 
 Emotional, financial, or 

psychological 15.4 10.4 22.3 15.5 10.3 22.6 14.8 7.2 28.0 11.7 10.9 12.6 

Physical 5.8 3.0 10.9 F F F 5.6 3.1 9.9 2.4 2.0 2.8 

Sexual 4.2 1.9 9.3 F F F 1.6 0.7 3.7 1.1 0.9 1.4 

Total, physical or 
sexual 8.1* 4.5 14.1 1.3* 0.6 2.6 5.6 3.1 9.9 3.0 2.6 3.6 

Total, any type 15.4 10.4 22.3 15.5 10.3 22.6 15.5 7.6 29.1 11.9 11.1 12.8 

F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes violence committed by a current or former spouse, common-law partner, dating partner, or someone with whom the victim was in another 
type of intimate relationship. Percent calculation excludes respondents who reported that they have never been in an intimate partner relationship 
and, for the past 12 months, those who stated that they had not had contact with any current or former intimate partner in the past 12 months. See 
Table 1 for a list of items included in each category. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces. 
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Table 3 
Intimate partner violence since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by selected characteristics of victim and 
Indigenous identity, Canada, 2018 

Selected characteristic 

Intimate partner violence since age 15 Intimate partner violence in the past 12 months 

Indigenous women Non-Indigenous women† Indigenous women Non-Indigenous women† 

%1 

95% confidence  
interval 

%1 

95% confidence  
interval 

%1 

95% confidence  
interval 

%1 

95% confidence  
interval 

from to from to from to from to 

Age group (years) 
 15 to 24† 60 44 75 56 49 62 32 17 52 29 24 35 

25 to 34 72 61 81 53** 50 57 26 17 38 14*** 12 16 

35 to 44 67 55 78 48*** 46 51 11* 5 23 13* 11 15 

45 to 54 65 55 75 48*** 45 50 13 8 21 10* 9 12 

55 to 64 54 43 65 40*** 38 42 9* 4 20 8* 7 10 

65 and older 44 34 54 28*** 27 30 F F F 5* 4 6 

LGBTQ2 person2 
 Yes† 86 68 95 65** 58 72 30 14 54 19 14 24 

No 59* 54 64 43*** 42 44 16 12 21 12* 11 13 

Disability 
 Person with disability† 74 68 79 54** 52 56 21 15 28 16 14 18 

Person without disability 46* 39 53 37*** 35 38 12 7 20 10 *  9 11 

Physical or sexual abuse before 
age 15 

 Never† 47 40 54 35** 34 36 13 8 20 10 9 11 

At least once 80* 73 85 66*** 64 68 22* 16 30 18* 16 19 

Harsh parenting 
 Never† 38 29 47 25** 23 26 13 6 25 8 6 9 

At least once 71* 66 77 53*** 52 55 19 14 25 14* 13 15 

Employed in past 12 months 
 Yes† 65 58 71 48** 47 50 18 14 24 14 13 15 

No 54* 46 62 34*** 33 36 13 7 25 8* 7 9 

Highest degree earned 
 Less than high school† 60 49 70 32** 29 35 29 16 46 11** 8 15 

High school 54 44 63 43*** 41 45 14 8 24 14 11 16 

College or trade school 62 53 70 47*** 45 49 16 10 23 11 10 13 

University 71 62 79 44*** 42 46 14 8 24 12 11 13 

Household income group3 
 Less than $20,000† 77 64 87 55** 50 61 19 8 38 14 11 19 

$20,000 to $59,999 64 56 72 42*** 41 44 18 11 28 12 11 14 

$60,000 to $99,999 60* 50 69 43*** 41 45 13 7 23 11 9 12 

$100,000 to $149,999 50* 38 62 43* 40 45 14 8 24 12 10 14 

$150,000 or more 56* 42 68 44* 41 46 21 10 38 12 10 14 

Location of residence 
 Rural† 67 54 77 44** 41 47 12 5 24 12 10 14 

Urban 63 56 69 43** 42 45 21 15 28 12** 11 13 
See notes at the end of the table. 
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Juristat Article—Intimate partner violence: Experiences of First Nations, Métis and Inuit women in Canada, 2018 

Table 3 — end 
Intimate partner violence since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by selected characteristics of victim and 
Indigenous identity, Canada, 2018 

Selected characteristic 

Intimate partner violence since age 15 Intimate partner violence in the past 12 months 

Indigenous women Non-Indigenous women† Indigenous women Non-Indigenous women† 

%1 

95% confidence  
interval 

%1 

95% confidence  
interval 

%1 

95% confidence  
interval 

%1 

95% confidence  
interval 

from to from to from to from to 

Marital status 
 Married or common-law† 52 45 59 38** 36 39 15 10 21 10 9 10 

Separated or divorced 80* 68 88 66*** 63 69 17 8 31 20* 17 24 

Widowed 34* 22 48 26* 24 29 F F F 7 3 15 

Single, never married 74* 64 82 62*** 58 65 21 13 33 19* 16 22 
F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category only (p < 0.05) 
** significantly different from estimate for non-Indigenous women only (p < 0.05) 
*** significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) and estimate for non-Indigenous women (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Percent calculation excludes respondents who reported that they have never been in an intimate partner relationship and, for the past 12 months, those who stated that they had 
not had contact with any current or former intimate partner in the past 12 months. 
2. Includes those whose sexual orientation was lesbian, gay, bisexual, or another sexual orientation that was not heterosexual. Also includes respondents whose sex at birth did not 
align with their gender (i.e. they are transgender). 
3. Represents before-tax household income and comes from multiple sources. For 84% of respondents, income data was obtained from successful linkage to tax records. For 15% of 
respondents, linkage to tax records was not successful or respondents did not consent to linkage with other sources; income data for these respondents is imputed. In the territories 
(less than 1% of the total sample), respondents were asked to self-report their personal and household income or provide a range in which their before-tax income fell. 
Note: Intimate partner violence includes psychological violence, physical violence, and sexual violence. See Table 1 for a full list of behaviours included. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces. 
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Table 4A 
Physical and sexual assault committed by intimate partners and non-intimate partners since age 15, 
by Indigenous identity, Canada, 2018 

Type of victimization by perpetrator since age of 15 

Indigenous women Non-Indigenous women† 

percent 

95% confidence 
interval 

percent 

95% confidence 
interval 

from to from to 

Intimate partner violence since age 151 
 Physical assault 41.7* 36.9 46.6 22.3 21.4 23.2 

Sexual assault 21.2* 17.5 25.4 11.1 10.5 11.8 

Total 43.7* 38.8 48.7 25.1 24.2 26.0 

Non-intimate partner violence since age 15 
 Physical assault 42.7* 38.0 47.6 25.6 24.6 26.6 

Sexual assault 43.2* 38.5 47.9 29.9 28.9 30.8 

Total 54.9* 50.1 59.6 38.2 37.2 39.2 

Total intimate partner and non-intimate partner 
violence since age 15 

 Physical assault 55.5* 50.6 60.3 34.3 33.3 35.4 

Sexual assault 46.2* 41.5 50.9 32.9 31.9 33.9 

Total 62.7* 57.9 67.3 44.7 43.6 45.7 

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes violence committed by a current or former spouse, common-law partner, dating partner, or someone with whom the victim was in another 
type of intimate relationship. Percent calculation excludes respondents who reported that they have never been in an intimate partner relationship. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces. 

 
 

Table 4B 
Physical and sexual assault committed by intimate partners and non-intimate partners since age 15, 
by indigenous identity group, Canada, 2018 

Type of victimization by 
perpetrator since age of 15 

First Nations women Métis women Inuit women 
Non-Indigenous 

women† 

% 

95% 
confidence  

interval 

% 

95% 
confidence  

interval 

% 

95% 
confidence  

interval 

% 

95% 
confidence  

interval 

from to from to from to from to 

Intimate partner violence since 
age 151 

 Physical assault 42.0* 34.8 49.5 45.5* 38.5 52.7 33.6 20.9 49.2 22.3 21.4 23.2 

Sexual assault 17.7* 12.7 24.1 25.8* 20.2 32.4 11.3 6.5 19.0 11.1 10.5 11.8 

Total 42.7* 35.5 50.3 47.7* 40.6 54.8 35.0 22.0 50.6 25.1 24.2 26.0 

Non-intimate partner violence 
since age 15 

 Physical assault 47.6* 40.3 54.9 40.1* 34.2 46.5 23.4 14.6 35.4 25.6 24.6 26.6 

Sexual assault 45.7* 38.6 53.0 44.0* 37.4 50.8 24.1 15.1 36.3 29.9 28.9 30.8 

Total 58.1* 51.0 65.0 54.9* 48.3 61.3 33.0 21.8 46.6 38.2 37.2 39.2 

Total intimate partner and non-
intimate partner violence since 
age 15 

 Physical assault 57.6* 50.3 64.6 56.6* 50.0 63.0 39.0 25.5 54.5 34.3 33.3 35.4 

Sexual assault 47.5* 40.4 54.7 48.4* 41.8 55.0 28.4 18.1 41.6 32.9 31.9 33.9 

Total 64.4* 57.3 70.9 64.8* 58.3 70.7 44.8 29.9 60.6 44.7 43.6 45.7 

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes violence committed by a current or former spouse, common-law partner, dating partner, or someone with whom the victim was in another 
type of intimate relationship. Percent calculation excludes respondents who reported that they have never been in an intimate partner relationship. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces. 
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Table 5A 
Physical and sexual assault committed by intimate partners and non-intimate partners in the past 12 months, 
by Indigenous identity, Canada, 2018 

Type of victimization by perpetrator in past 
12 months 

Indigenous women Non-Indigenous women† 

percent 

95% confidence 
interval 

percent 

95% confidence 
interval 

from to from to 

Intimate partner violence in the past 12 months1 
 Physical assault 3.6 2.1 6.0 2.4 2.0 2.8 

Sexual assault 2.4 1.2 4.8 1.1 0.9 1.4 

Total 4.9 3.0 7.8 3.0 2.6 3.6 

Non-intimate partner violence in the past 12 months 
 Physical assault 4.3* 2.5 7.1 2.0 1.6 2.4 

Sexual assault 4.1 2.5 6.7 2.9 2.5 3.4 

Total 6.6 4.5 9.7 4.3 3.8 4.9 

Total intimate partner and non-intimate partner 
violence in the past 12 months 

 Physical assault 6.2* 4.2 9.1 3.5 3.1 4.0 

Sexual assault 5.0 3.3 7.7 3.5 3.1 4.1 

Total 8.7 6.3 11.8 6.1 5.5 6.8 

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes violence committed by a current or former spouse, common-law partner, dating partner, or someone with whom the victim was in another 
type of intimate relationship. Percent calculation excludes respondents who reported that they have never been in an intimate partner relationship 
and those who stated that they had not had contact with any current or former intimate partner in the past 12 months. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces. 

 

Table 5B 
Physical and sexual assault committed by intimate partners and non-intimate partners in the past 12 months, 
by Indigenous identity group, Canada, 2018 

Type of victimization by 
perpetrator in past 12 months 

First Nations women Métis women Inuit women Non-Indigenous women† 

% 

95% 
confidence  

interval 

% 

95% 
confidence  

interval 

% 

95% 
confidence  

interval 

% 

95% 
confidence  

interval 

from to from to from to from to 

Intimate partner violence in the 
past 12 months1 

 Physical assault 5.8 3.0 10.9 F F F 5.6 3.1 9.9 2.4 2.0 2.8 

Sexual assault 4.2 1.9 9.3 F F F 1.6 0.7 3.7 1.1 0.9 1.4 

Total 8.1* 4.5 14.1 1.3* 0.6 2.6 5.6 3.1 9.9 3.0 2.6 3.6 

Non-intimate partner violence in 
the past 12 months 

 Physical assault 4.5 2.0 9.8 3.1 1.6 6.0 F F F 2.0 1.6 2.4 

Sexual assault 4.7 2.3 9.6 3.2 1.5 6.9 F F F 2.9 2.5 3.4 

Total 7.1 3.9 12.6 5.2 3.0 8.9 10.8 4.6 23.1 4.3 3.8 4.9 

Total intimate partner and non-
intimate partner violence in the 
past 12 months 

 Physical assault 7.3 4.2 12.4 3.7 2.1 6.6 11.5 5.4 22.7 3.5 3.1 4.0 

Sexual assault 6.3 3.4 11.2 3.4 1.6 7.0 9.4 3.6 22.2 3.5 3.1 4.1 

Total 10.1 6.4 15.6 6.0 3.7 9.6 14.4 7.5 25.9 6.1 5.5 6.8 

F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes violence committed by a current or former spouse, common-law partner, dating partner, or someone with whom the victim was in another 
type of intimate relationship. Percent calculation excludes respondents who reported that they have never been in an intimate partner relationship 
and those who stated that they had not had contact with any current or former intimate partner in the past 12 months. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces. 
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Table 6 
Physical and sexual assault committed by intimate partners and non-intimate partners since age 15, by region 
and Indigenous identity, 2018 

Province or 
region 

Physical and sexual assault committed  
by intimate partners1 

Physical and sexual assault committed  
by non-intimate partners Total physical and sexual assault 

Indigenous women 
Non-Indigenous  

women† Indigenous women 
Non-Indigenous  

women† Indigenous women 
Non-Indigenous  

women† 

%1 

95%  
confidence 

interval 

%1 

95%  
confidence 

interval 

% 

95%  
confidence 

interval 

% 

95%  
confidence 

interval 

% 

95%  
confidence 

interval 

% 

95%  
confidence 

interval 

from to from to from to from to from to from to 

Atlantic2 44.2* 35.2 53.6 27.3 25.6 29.1 53.1* 44.1 62.0 38.0 36.2 39.9 64.2* 55.1 72.4 44.9 43.0 46.8 

Quebec 31.3* 18.9 47.2 21.4 19.8 23.1 51.7* 35.6 67.4 31.4 29.5 33.3 56.9* 40.3 72.0 38.5 36.5 40.4 

Ontario 46.3* 33.6 59.4 24.1 22.4 26.0 58.5* 45.4 70.6 38.7 36.6 40.8 67.2* 54.1 78.1 45.0 42.9 47.1 

Prairies3 47.3* 40.0 54.7 28.1 26.5 29.8 54.3* 47.5 61.0 41.7 39.9 43.5 61.3* 54.6 67.6 48.0 46.2 49.9 

British 
Columbia 42.1* 30.1 55.0 29.1 26.9 31.4 57.5* 44.6 69.4 41.7 46.4 1.2 65.3* 51.7 76.8 49.7 47.4 52.1 

Territories4 52.6* 46.9 58.2 34.1 30.4 37.9 48.0* 42.1 53.8 56.2 52.2 60.2 61.8* 55.9 67.4 61.3 57.2 65.1 

Canada 43.7* 38.8 48.7 25.1 24.2 26.0 54.9* 50.1 59.6 38.2 37.2 39.2 62.7* 57.9 67.3 44.7 43.6 45.7 

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes violence committed by a current or former spouse, common-law partner, dating partner, or someone with whom the victim was in another type of 
intimate relationship. Percent calculation excludes respondents who reported that they have never been in an intimate partner relationship. 
2. Includes Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 
3. Includes Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. 
4. Includes Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut. 
Note: Province or region refers to the respondent’s province or region of residence at the time of the survey, and does not necessarily correspond to where the 
victimization occurred. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces. 
 

 

 


