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Victimization of Aboriginal people in Canada, 2014: highlights 
 

 In 2014, a higher proportion of Aboriginal people than non-Aboriginal people in Canada reported being victimized in the 
previous 12 months. Overall, 28% of Aboriginal people living in the provinces and territories compared with 18% of non-
Aboriginal people reported being the victim of one of the eight types of offences measured by the General Social Survey 
(GSS) on Victimization. Though the fact that the Aboriginal population in Canada is younger than the non-Aboriginal 
population does account for some of the difference in overall victimization, it does not account for it entirely.  

 Compared with 2009, fewer Aboriginal people reported being a victim of one of the eight crimes measured by the GSS 
on Victimization in 2014. The proportion of Aboriginal people living in the 10 provinces that reported being a victim 
decreased from 38% in 2009 to 28% in 2014, while the proportion of Aboriginal victims in the Territories decreased from 
36% to 28% over the same period.  

 In 2014, the overall rate of violent victimization among Aboriginal people was more than double that of non-Aboriginal 
people (163 incidents per 1,000 people versus 74 incidents per 1,000 people). Regardless of the type of violent offence, 
rates of victimization were almost always higher for Aboriginal people than for non-Aboriginal people.  

 When controlling for various risk factors, Aboriginal identity by itself did not remain associated with increasing one’s 
overall risk of violent victimization. Rather, the higher rates of victimization observed among Aboriginal people appeared 
to be related to the increased presence of other risk factors among this group—such as experiencing childhood 
maltreatment, perceiving social disorder in one’s neighbourhood, having been homeless, using drugs, or having fair or 
poor mental health.  

 According to the 2014 GSS on Victimization, Aboriginal females (220E violent incidents per 1,000 people) had an overall 
rate of violent victimization that was double that of Aboriginal males (110E per 1,000), close to triple that of non-Aboriginal 
females (81 per 1,000) and more than triple that of non-Aboriginal males (66 per 1,000).  

 High victimization rates among Aboriginal females, however, could not be fully explained by an increased presence of 
other victimization risk factors. Even when controlling for these risk factors, Aboriginal identity still remained a risk factor 
for violent victimization of females. Of note, Aboriginal females were proportionately more likely to report experiencing 
both physical and sexual maltreatment as a child than their male counterparts (14% versus 5%E) and they were 
proportionately less likely to report binge drinking or drug use in the month prior to the survey.  

 Aboriginal people (9%) were proportionately more likely than non-Aboriginal people (4%) to have been a victim of 
spousal violence in the past five years. Specifically, Aboriginal women (10%E) were about three times as likely to report 
being a victim of spousal violence as non-Aboriginal women (3%), while Aboriginal men (8%E) were twice as likely as 
their non-Aboriginal counterparts (4%).  

 Despite higher rates of victimization, Aboriginal victims of non-spousal violence were more likely not to report the crime to 
police than their non-Aboriginal counterparts. For instance, 77% of non-spousal violent incidents that were committed 
against Aboriginal people went unreported to the police, a figure which was higher compared to non-Aboriginal people 
(66%). In contrast, when considering spousal violence, Aboriginal people were proportionately more likely than non-
Aboriginal people to report the violence to police (50% and 28%, respectively).  
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Victimization of Aboriginal people in Canada, 2014 
by Jillian Boyce 

While violence involving Aboriginal people has been the focus of social policy and research for quite some time, their 
overrepresentation as victims of violent crime has recently been at the forefront in Canada. Various reports have highlighted 
the elevated risk of victimization experienced by Aboriginal people. Examples include information produced by the Native 
Women’s Association of Canada, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 
and Statistics Canada (Native Women’s Association of Canada 2010; The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada 2015; Royal Canadian Mounted Police 2015; Royal Canadian Mounted Police 2014; Miladinovic and Mulligan 2015).  

A better understanding of the extent of Aboriginal victimization—along with the context in which this violence occurs, the 
characteristics associated with violence and possible risk factors that contribute to violence—may help to inform prevention 
and policy programs. One source of information that can be used to measure violence against Aboriginal people in Canada is 
through the General Social Survey (GSS) on Victimization. By asking respondents aged 15 years or older to recount their 
experiences of selected forms of both violent and non-violent victimization, this survey captures detailed information on 
criminal incidents that may or may not have come to the attention of police.1 

It is important to note, however, that understanding the victimization of Aboriginal people is complex. Part of this complexity 
stems from the fact that there are several factors which have been linked to victimization—a history of childhood 
maltreatment, mental health problems, and substance abuse—which are more common among the Aboriginal population 
(Perreault 2015; Boyce et al. 2015). In addition, age has also been linked to victimization, with victimization being higher 
among youth and young adults and then dropping off as age increases (Perreault 2015). This is of interest since the 
Aboriginal population in Canada is considerably younger than the non-Aboriginal population (Statistics Canada 2015; 
Statistics Canada 2013). However, the link between age and victimization may not be as strong for Aboriginal people; 
previous research on victimization in northern communities—which typically house large Aboriginal populations—found that 
high victimization rates continued to persist even as age increased (Allen and Perreault 2015).  

This Juristat article will use both provincial and territorial data from the 2014 GSS on Victimization to present information on 
Aboriginal victimization, with a particular focus on violent victimization.2 Characteristics associated with these incidents, 
including possible risk factors as well as consequences of victimization, reasons for reporting or not reporting the 
victimization to the police, perceptions of personal safety and perceptions of the criminal justice system are also explored. 
Where possible, gender differences, as well as differences between Aboriginal people living in the provinces and territories 
will be highlighted.  

 

Text box 1 
Characteristics of Aboriginal people and the context of overrepresentation as victims 
Research generally shows that Aboriginal people are overrepresented as victims of crime (Perreault 2015; Miladinovic and 
Mulligan 2015; The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2015; Brennan 2011). However, data from the 10 
provinces surveyed by the 2014 GSS on Victimization found that, overall, Aboriginal identity itself did not remain associated 
with a risk of victimization when other risk factors were taken into account (Perreault 2015). However, it is of importance to 
note that when women’s experiences were looked at in this way, Aboriginal identity itself did remain a key risk factor for 
victimization among women, even when controlling for the presence of other risk factors (Perreault 2015).  

The differences in victimization rates between Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people may, therefore, be related to a 
higher presence of risk factors among Aboriginal people, thus making them a more vulnerable population. Some of these 
factors may include: being young, having lower educational attainment, being unemployed, being a member of a lone-parent 
family or a foster child, having a mental health or substance abuse disorder, or having lifetime thoughts of suicide (Statistics 
Canada 2015; Statistics Canada 2013; Boyce et al. 2015; Kumar 2016). 

Research to date has found that a person’s age is one of the strongest risk factors for victimization, with rates generally being 
highest among those between the ages of 15 and 29 and then dropping considerably beginning at age 30 (Perreault 2015). 
In 2011, the National Household Survey (NHS) found that the Aboriginal population continued to be considerably younger 
than the non-Aboriginal population. More specifically, the median age of the Aboriginal population was 28 years, which was 
13 years younger than the median age of 41 years for the non-Aboriginal population (Statistics Canada 2015). Furthermore, 
Aboriginal people 15 to 24 years of age represented 18% of the total Aboriginal population, compared to 13% of the total 
non-Aboriginal population (Statistics Canada 2015). However, it is worth noting that some research suggests that the link 
between age and victimization may not be as strong for Aboriginal people (Allen and Perreault 2015). 
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Text box 1 — continued 
Characteristics of Aboriginal people and the context of overrepresentation as victims 
Generally, Aboriginal people have completed less formal education than their non-Aboriginal counterparts. In 2011, just under 
half (48%) of Aboriginal people aged 25 to 64 reported they had a postsecondary qualification compared with almost two-thirds 
(65%) of non-Aboriginal people (Statistics Canada 2015). In addition, there was a difference in the proportion of Aboriginal 
people and non-Aboriginal people with no high school diploma or equivalent—29% of Aboriginal people aged 25 to 64 had no 
high school diploma or equivalent compared with 12% of non-Aboriginal people aged 25 to 64 (Statistics Canada 2015).  

Unemployment is also higher among Aboriginal people than non-Aboriginal people. In 2011, the NHS found an employment 
rate of 62.5% among Aboriginal people of core working age (25 years to 64 years) compared with 75.8% for non-Aboriginal 
people (Statistics Canada 2015). However, the employment gap between Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people 
narrowed to five percentage points (76.2% and 81.1%, respectively) when comparisons were limited to those with a high 
school diploma and a postsecondary qualification (Statistics Canada 2015).  

Since an individual’s income is largely dependent on factors such as one’s level of education and employment status, as well 
as opportunity for employment, it is not surprising that Aboriginal people also tend to have lower incomes than non-Aboriginal 
people. In 2010, the median after-tax income for Aboriginal people was just over $20,000 compared to $27,600 for their non-
Aboriginal counterparts (Statistics Canada 2015).  

Families that included both parents (biological or adoptive) were proportionately the most common among Aboriginal children 
(49.6%) and non-Aboriginal children (76.0%) (Statistics Canada 2015; Turner 2016). However, Aboriginal children were more 
likely than non-Aboriginal children to live in a lone-parent family (34.4% versus 17.4%), be stepchildren (8.5% versus 5.8%), 
live with grandparents with no parent present (2.7% versus 0.4%), or live with other relatives (1.2% versus 0.2%). In addition, 
results from the 2011 NHS revealed that just over 14,000 Aboriginal children aged 14 and younger (almost 4% of Aboriginal 
children) were living in foster care,3 which was 10 times the proportion among non-Aboriginal children (0.3% of non-
Aboriginal children) (Statistics Canada 2015; Turner 2016).  

While the NHS did not collect information on the mental health of Canadians, the 2012 Canadian Community Health Survey – 
Mental Health (CCHS – MH) did collect this type of information. Results from the CCHS – MH found that the overall rate of 
select mental or substance use disorders in the 12 months preceding the survey was higher among Canadians who self-
identified as Aboriginal than non-Aboriginal (15.2% versus 11.2%) (Boyce et al. 2015).4 A higher prevalence of mental health 
or substance use disorders may also partly explain the higher lifetime suicidal thoughts reported by Aboriginal people than 
non-Aboriginal people (Kumar 2016).  

For more information about the characteristics of Aboriginal people in Canada, see “Aboriginal Statistics at a Glance: 2nd 
Edition” (Statistics Canada 2015). 
 

Overall victimization higher among Aboriginal people than non-Aboriginal people 

In 2014, approximately 275,000 Aboriginal people5 aged 15 and older, or more than one-quarter (28%) of Aboriginal people 
aged 15 and older overall, reported that they or their household had been a victim of at least one of the eight types of offences 
measured by the GSS on Victimization in the previous 12 months. This was a significantly higher proportion than for non-
Aboriginal people (18%). The fact that the Aboriginal population is younger than the non-Aboriginal population—and 
victimization has been associated with being younger—accounts for some of this difference, though it does not account for it 
entirely. In essence, if the Aboriginal population had the same age composition as the non-Aboriginal population, the proportion 
of Aboriginal victims would be slightly lower; however, it would still remain higher than that of the non-Aboriginal population.  

Not only was the proportion of self-reported victimization higher among Aboriginal people than non-Aboriginal people, but 
they were also more likely to report having been victimized more than once in the 12 months preceding the survey. 
Specifically, in 2014, Aboriginal people were twice as likely as non-Aboriginal people to report experiencing two or more 
violent and/or household victimizations in the previous 12 months (12% and 6%, respectively).  

When considering rates of victimization, overall rates for both violent and household victimization were significantly higher 
among Aboriginal people compared with non-Aboriginal people (Table 1). In 2014, the overall rate of violence among 
Aboriginal people was more than double that of non-Aboriginal people (163 violent incidents per 1,000 people versus 74 
violent incidents per 1,000 people), while the overall rate of household victimization was more than one and a half times 
higher for Aboriginal households than non-Aboriginal households (244 incidents per 1,000 households versus 138 incidents 
per 1,000 households).6 
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Compared with the rest of the Canadian population, First Nations people had a significantly higher rate of violent victimization 
at 213E incidents per 1,000 people (Table 2).7 While rates of overall violence appeared to be higher for Métis people 
(117E per 1,000) and Inuit people (159E per 1,000) when compared with the rest of Canada,8 these differences were not 
found to be statistically significant.  

Regardless of the type of offence, rates of victimization in the provinces and territories were almost always higher for Aboriginal 
people than non-Aboriginal people. For instance, the sexual assault rate for Aboriginal people (58E incidents per 1,000 people) 
was almost three times that of non-Aboriginal people (20 per 1,000), while Aboriginal peoples’ rate of physical assault (90E 
per 1,000) was close to double that of non-Aboriginal people (47 per 1,000) (Chart 1). While the rate of robbery appeared to be 
higher for Aboriginal people than non-Aboriginal people, these differences were not found to be statistically significant.  

 

 

Text box 2 
Overall victimization of Aboriginal people living in the ten Provinces or the three Territories, 
2009 and 2014 
Since this is the first time that data from the GSS on Victimization collected from the provinces and the territories have been 
combined for analysis,9 it is not possible to compare victimization over time. It remains important, however, to know whether 
or not victimization among Aboriginal people has been increasing or decreasing, and whether or not this is consistent with 
findings among non-Aboriginal people. It is possible to analyze 2009 and 2014 GSS on Victimization data from the provinces 
and territories separately in order to shed some light on this topic.10 

Provinces  

In 2014, 28% of Aboriginal people living in the 10 provinces reported that they or their household had been the victim of at 
least one of the eight types of offences measured by the GSS on Victimization in the 12 months preceding the survey. This 
was down from 2009, when 38% of Aboriginal people reported having been a victim of crime. Similar downward trends were 
recorded for the non-Aboriginal population, where the proportion of people who reported that they or their household had 
been the victim of at least one of the eight crimes decreased from 26% in 2009 to 18% in 2014.  
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Text box 2 — continued 
Overall victimization of Aboriginal people living in the ten Provinces or the three Territories, 
2009 and 2014 
With the exception of overall household victimization, no statistically significant differences were noted in the change in rates 
for specific offences recorded for Aboriginal people in 2014 compared with 2009 (Text box 2, table 1). In contrast, non-
Aboriginal people saw a decrease in rates for seven of the eight offence types between 2009 and 2014.  

Territories 

In the Territories, 28% of Aboriginal people reported being a victim of one of the eight types of offences measured by the 
GSS on Victimization in 2014, which was down from 36% in 2009. While the proportion of non-Aboriginal people living in the 
territories who reported being a victim of one of the eight crimes in 2014 appeared to be less than in 2009 (28% versus 33%), 
this difference was not statistically significant.  

Changes in victimization rates for specific offences between 2009 and 2014 were not found to be statistically significant for 
Aboriginal people living in the territories (Text box 2, table 2). For non-Aboriginal people, however, the rate of overall 
household victimization decreased between 2009 and 2014 (315 incidents per 1,000 households and 232 incidents per 1,000 
households, respectively). In contrast, non-Aboriginal people in the territories saw an increase in their rate of theft of personal 
property, up from 89E incidents per 1,000 people in 2009 to 166 incidents per 1,000 people in 2014.  
 

 

Text box 2, table 1 
Victimization incidents (including spousal violence) reported by Canadians living in the 10 provinces, 
by Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people, and type of offence, provinces, 2009 and 2014  

Type of offence 

Aboriginal people1, 2 Non-Aboriginal people3 

2009 2014† 2009 2014† 

number 
(thousands) rate 

number 
(thousands) rate 

number 
(thousands) rate 

number 
(thousands) rate 

Sexual assault4, 5 63E 71E 54E 58E 612 23 577 20 

Robbery4 F F F F 347 13* 175 6 

Physical assault4 123E 141 81E 87E 2,081 78* 1,337 47 

Total violent victimization4 204 232 149 160 3,039 114* 2,089 74 

Break and enter6 20E 78E 20E 73E 530 43* 391 30 

Motor vehicle/parts theft6 F F F F 402 33* 231 18 

Theft of household property6 36E 142E 26E 97E 997 81* 682 52 

Vandalism6 21E 83E 15E 54E 891 72* 512 39 

Total household victimization6 91 356* 65 241 2,820 228* 1,815 138 

Theft of personal property4 127 145 95 102 2,838 107* 2,055 72 
E use with caution 
F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
2. Aboriginal households consist of households in which the two spouses have Aboriginal identity; lone-parent families in which the parent has 
Aboriginal identity; single people with Aboriginal identity; and other households in which the respondent reported having Aboriginal identity and living 
with related people only. 
3. Non-Aboriginal households consist of households in which the two spouses did not report Aboriginal identity; lone-parent families in which the 
parent did not report Aboriginal identity; single people that did not report Aboriginal identity; and other households in which the respondent did not 
report Aboriginal identity and living with related people only. 
4. Rates are calculated per 1,000 population aged 15 years and older. 
5. As of 2014, this category includes having had non-consensual sexual relations because the victim was drugged, manipulated or forced in some 
way other than physically. 
6. Rates are calculated per 1,000 households. 
Note: Trend data are based on data from the 10 provinces, and excludes data from the Northwest Territories, Yukon and Nunavut. Excludes all 
other types of households, which accounted for 5% of households nationally in 2014. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Text box 2, table 2 
Victimization incidents (including spousal violence) reported by Canadians living in the territories, 
by Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people, and type of offence, territories, 2009 and 2014  

Type of offence 

Aboriginal people1, 2 Non-Aboriginal people3 

2009 2014† 2009 2014† 

number rate number rate number rate number rate 

Sexual assault4, 5 F F 1,903E 42E F F 743E 18E 

Robbery4 F F F F F F F F 

Physical assault4 7,959E 251E 7,084E 155E 3,926E 96E 4,227E 101E 

Total violent victimization4 10,712E 338E 9,839 215 6,951E 169E 5,087 121 

Break and enter6 1,260E 110E 1,535E 90E 1,044E 53E 803E 43E 

Motor vehicle/parts theft6 769E 67E 562E 33E F F 357E 19E 

Theft of household property6 1,810E 157E 1,788E 105E 2,631E 135E 1,882E 101E 

Vandalism6 1,003E 87E 1,118E 65E 2,023E 104E 1,279E 69 

Total household victimization6 4,843 421 5,003 293 6,162 315* 4,321 232 

Theft of personal property4 3,244E 102E 3,665E 80E 3,647E 89E * 6,980 166 
E use with caution 
F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
2. Aboriginal households consist of households in which the two spouses have Aboriginal identity; lone-parent families in which the parent has 
Aboriginal identity; single people with Aboriginal identity; and other households in which the respondent reported having Aboriginal identity and living 
with related people only. 
3. Non-Aboriginal households consist of households in which the two spouses did not report Aboriginal identity; lone-parent families in which the 
parent did not report Aboriginal identity; single people that did not report Aboriginal identity; and other households in which the respondent did not 
report Aboriginal identity and living with related people only. 
4. Rates are calculated per 1,000 population aged 15 years and older. 
5. As of 2014, this category includes having had non-consensual sexual relations because the victim was drugged, manipulated or forced in some 
way other than physically. 
6. Rates are calculated per 1,000 households. 
Note: Trend data are based on data from the three territories, and excludes data from the provinces. Excludes all other types of households, which 
accounted for 5% of households nationally in 2014. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  

 

Characteristics of Aboriginal victims of violent crimes  

The risk of being the victim of a violent crime is not the same for everyone. There are a number of factors which have been 
linked to a higher risk of violent victimization, with Aboriginal identity being one of them (Scrim 2009). As previously 
discussed, the overall rate of violent victimization was higher for Aboriginal people than non-Aboriginal people.  

However, when controlling for various risk factors—such as childhood maltreatment, drug use, a history of homelessness and 
poor mental health—previous research using GSS Victimization data from the 10 provinces found that Aboriginal identity on 
its own did not stand out as a characteristic linked to a higher risk of victimization (Perreault 2015). Said otherwise, higher 
rates of victimization among Aboriginal people appeared to be explained by the increased presence of these aforementioned 
risk factors among this group. It is of importance to note, however, that when carrying out this same analysis only for females, 
Aboriginal identity did remain a risk factor for victimization (Perreault 2015). In this report a comparable analysis was done 
combining data from both the provinces and territories—thus providing a larger sample of Aboriginal people—and similar 
results were found.  

Building on these findings and using 2014 GSS Victimization data from the provinces and territories, a multivariate analysis 
which considered Aboriginal identity and sex in conjunction with one another was conducted (Model 1). The following section 
highlights those characteristics that were associated with a higher risk of violent victimization even after other risk factors 
measured by the survey were taken into account. In order to try and understand the overall higher rates of victimization 
among Aboriginal people—especially Aboriginal females—whether or not those factors measured by the GSS on 
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Victimization were more prevalent among the Aboriginal population will also be explored. It is important to note that some 
societal factors could not be controlled for within this analysis, such as the impact of residential schools on Aboriginal families 
and communities. 

Risk of violent victimization remains for Aboriginal females even when controlling for other factors  

Aboriginal females (220E incidents per 1,000 people) had an overall rate of violent victimization that was double that of 
Aboriginal males (110E per 1,000), close to triple that of non-Aboriginal females (81 per 1,000) and more than triple that of 
non-Aboriginal males (66 per 1,000) (Table 3). The overall rate of victimization became even higher when considering 
Aboriginal females between the ages of 15 and 24, who had a violent victimization rate of 613E incidents per 1,000 people—
more than triple that of non-Aboriginal females aged 15 to 24 (196 per 1,000). This was the second highest rate among both 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people within this age group (Chart 2). 

 

Even when controlling for other risk factors, including age, Aboriginal identity remained a risk factor for the violent 
victimization of females—which was not the case for males (Model 1). Said otherwise, when controlling for various risk 
factors, Aboriginal males were no longer at a higher risk of violent victimization than their non-Aboriginal counterparts. 
Rather, their overall higher rates of victimization could be explained in part by a higher presence of known risk factors 
compared with non-Aboriginal people. In contrast, Aboriginal females’ higher risk of violent victimization could not be 
completely explained by the factors measured by the GSS on Victimization. 

Childhood maltreatment associated with victimization  

For many of the factors associated with violent victimization, such as drinking or drug use, it is not clear whether it was these 
behaviours or the violent victimization that happened first. This means that policies and programs which target these factors 
will not necessarily prevent future victimization. However, knowing that childhood maltreatment remained a risk factor for 
violent victimization even when controlling for other factors is of importance since, for almost all respondents, maltreatment 
during childhood would have preceded the victimization reported through the 2014 GSS on Victimization.  
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Relative to their non-Aboriginal counterparts, a higher proportion of Aboriginal people reported experiencing some form of 
childhood physical and/or sexual maltreatment before the age of 15 (29% and 40%, respectively).11 It is possible that some of 
the childhood maltreatment experienced by Aboriginal people may have been a direct or indirect result of the residential 
school system. While the last residential school was closed 30 years ago, research suggests that the residential school 
system not only impacted those who were forced to attend, but also had an effect on many generations of Aboriginal adults 
and their children (The Truth and Reconciliation Committee of Canada 2015; Arriagada 2016). The questions pertaining to 
childhood maltreatment on the survey, however, do not capture this information.  

While there were no significant differences in the overall proportion of Aboriginal males and females who reported 
experiencing childhood maltreatment (39% and 42%, respectively), differences in the types of maltreatment they experienced 
did exist. A higher proportion of Aboriginal females than males reported experiencing both physical and sexual maltreatment 
before the age of 15 (14% and 5%E, respectively), while a higher proportion of Aboriginal males than females reported 
experiencing childhood physical maltreatment only (31% and 21%, respectively) (Chart 3). This is of particular interest since 
those who experienced physical maltreatment but not sexual maltreatment during childhood were at a significantly lower risk 
of victimization than those who experienced both physical and sexual maltreatment as a child (Model 1).  

 

When considering the relationship between the adult and child in incidents of physical maltreatment during childhood, both 
Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people most frequently reported a family member as the adult involved (74% and 70%, 
respectively). Of note, however, is that a higher proportion of Aboriginal females reported a family member as the adult 
involved in incidents of childhood physical maltreatment, compared to Aboriginal males (82% versus 67%). This was also 
true for non-Aboriginal people. In incidents of childhood maltreatment of a sexual nature, either a family member (44%) or an 
acquaintance (35%) was most commonly reported as the adult involved for both Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people 
(37% and 38%, respectively).12 
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Aboriginal people more likely to have characteristics associated with a risk of violent victimization 

In addition to childhood maltreatment, several other factors remained associated with victimization, such as: drug use, binge 
drinking, a history of homelessness, fair or poor mental health, perceiving social disorder in one’s neighbourhood, having 
some form of disability, and engaging in a high amount of evening activities per month (Model 1). As previously discussed, it 
is important to remember that causation cannot be determined from this analysis, meaning that the selected characteristic(s) 
did not necessarily precede the violent victimization—it is in fact quite possible that the victimization may have come before 
these behaviours.  

Relative to their non-Aboriginal counterparts, Aboriginal people were proportionately more likely to possess several 
characteristics that were associated with a risk of violent victimization (Table 4). For instance, Aboriginal people were: 2.5 
times more likely to report having ever been homeless or temporarily having to live with someone, 2.4 times more likely to 
report using drugs during the month prior to the survey, almost 2 times more likely to report fair or poor mental health, about 
1.4 times more likely to perceive social disorder in their neighbourhood, 1.3 times more likely to have a disability, 1.3 times 
more likely to participate in more than 20 evening activities per month, and 1.2 times more likely to have engaged in binge 
drinking during the month prior to the survey. As such, rates of victimization were often higher for these subsets of the 
Aboriginal population relative to their Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal counterparts (Table 5; Table 6; Table 7).  

Looking at these selected characteristics among the Aboriginal population, a higher proportion of Aboriginal males than 
females reported using drugs (21% versus 10%), binge drinking (37% versus 23%) and participating in more than 20 nightly 
activities per month (38% versus 25%) (Table 8, Chart 4). In contrast, having some form of disability, as well as history of 
childhood maltreatment involving both physical and sexual maltreatment, were more common among Aboriginal females than 
Aboriginal males.13 As mentioned previously, consideration of these risk factors in conjunction with one another helped 
explain higher victimization rates for Aboriginal males; however, they could not fully explain high victimization rates seen 
among Aboriginal females. As such, there are still factors at play that put Aboriginal females at a higher risk for violent 
victimization, highlighting the need for more research. 

 

Text box 3 
Canada’s Provincial North 
While police-reported crime statistics and self-reported victimization studies show that levels of crime tend to be higher in the 
Territories than in the rest of Canada, the Territories are not the only regions of Canada’s north where crime is an issue. 
Communities in the northern regions of the western provinces, northern Ontario, northern Quebec and northern 
Newfoundland and Labrador share many similarities with their neighbours further north, including a common concern over 
high crime rates (Allen and Perrault 2015). 

This is of concern when considering victimization of Aboriginal people, since Aboriginal people comprise a large portion of the 
population in some regions of the Provincial North and the Territories. For instance, according to the 2011 National 
Household Survey, Aboriginal people accounted for the majority of the population in northern Saskatchewan (87%), Nunavut 
(86%), northern Manitoba (69%) and the Northwest Territories (52%) (Allen and Perreault 2015). In contrast, in Yukon (23%), 
northern British Columbia (19%), northern Alberta (17%), northern Ontario and northern Quebec (both 13%), Aboriginal 
people made up less than one-quarter of the total population. In northern Newfoundland and Labrador, the proportion was 
44% (Allen and Perreault 2015).  

Using provincial and territorial data from the GSS on Victimization, it is possible to compare the overall rate of violent 
victimization among Aboriginal people residing in Canada’s provincial north and territories with Aboriginal people residing in 
Canada’s provincial south. While it appeared that rates of violent victimization were slightly higher for Aboriginal people in the 
provincial north and territories (173E incidents per 1,000 people) than Aboriginal people in the provincial south (159E incidents 
per 1,000 people), these differences were not found to be statistically significant. 

For more information about crime in Canada’s Provincial North and Territories, see “Police-reported crime in Canada’s 
Provincial North and Territories, 2013” (Allen and Perreault 2015). 
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Spousal violence  

The GSS on Victimization also collects information on spousal violence.14 For the purpose of this report, spousal violence 
refers to the act of physical assault and/or sexual assault committed by a current or former spouse or common-law partner. 
Due to a small sample size when analyzing spousal violence among Aboriginal people, this analysis focuses on spousal 
violence that occurred in the five years preceding the survey in order to allow for more details to be presented.  

Aboriginal people more likely to experience spousal violence 

Similar to overall violence, in 2014, Aboriginal people were proportionately more likely than non-Aboriginal people to report 
being the victim of a physical or sexual assault by their spouse or common-law partner in the five years preceding the survey. 
More specifically, Aboriginal people (9%) were more than twice as likely as non-Aboriginal people (4%) to report being a 
victim of spousal violence in the five years preceding the survey (Chart 5). When considering Aboriginal people living in the 
provinces compared with Aboriginal people living in the territories, the proportion experiencing spousal violence was 
significantly higher in the territories (18%) than the provinces (9%). 

 

Aboriginal women were at greater risk than non-Aboriginal women of being victims of spousal violence. More specifically, 
Aboriginal women (10%E) were about three times as likely to report being a victim of spousal violence as non-Aboriginal 
women (3%) (Chart 5). Aboriginal males (8%E) were twice as likely to report being a victim of spousal violence as their non-
Aboriginal counterparts (4%). Both Aboriginal females (19%) and Aboriginal males (18%E) residing in the territories reported 
higher proportions of spousal violence than Aboriginal females (10%E) and Aboriginal males (8%E) residing in the provinces.  

Based on findings from the 2014 GSS on Victimization, Aboriginal spousal violence victims were more likely than their non-
Aboriginal counterparts to have experienced violence more than once. In 2014, just under one-third (31%E) of Aboriginal 
victims of spousal violence reported being victimized one time during the five years preceding the survey compared to almost 
half (48%) of non-Aboriginal victims of spousal violence. In addition, a higher proportion of Aboriginal victims of spousal 
violence (54%) also reported being a victim of one of the eight other types of offences measured by the GSS on Victimization 
than their non-Aboriginal counterparts (36%). 
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Half of Aboriginal spousal violence victims report experiencing most severe forms of violence 

When considering the forms of spousal violence experienced, half (51%) of Aboriginal victims of spousal violence reported 
experiencing what may be considered the most severe forms of spousal violence (i.e., having been sexually assaulted, 
beaten, choked or threatened with a gun or knife) compared with just under one-quarter (23%) of non-Aboriginal victims of 
spousal violence. While 60%E of Aboriginal females who experienced spousal violence reported experiencing what may be 
considered the most severe forms compared with 41%E of Aboriginal males, this difference was not found to be statistically 
significant. In contrast, a significantly higher proportion of non-Aboriginal females than non-Aboriginal males reported 
experiencing what may be considered the most severe forms of spousal violence (32% versus 15%E). The remainder of 
spousal violence victims reported one of the following as the most serious type of spousal violence experienced: being 
threatened, having something thrown at oneself, being pushed, grabbed, shoved, slapped, or having been kicked, bit, or hit 
with something.  

Despite differences in the forms of spousal violence experienced, Aboriginal spousal violence victims and their non-
Aboriginal counterparts generally reported suffering similar consequences as a result of the abuse. For instance, a common 
emotional response reported by both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal victims of spousal violence was feeling upset, confused or 
frustrated (39%E and 37%, respectively). While 45%E of Aboriginal spousal violence victims reported physical injuries resulting 
from the abuse compared with 30% of non-Aboriginal victims, these differences were not found to be statistically significant.  

Aboriginal victims more likely to report spousal violence to police 

When it came to reporting spousal violence, Aboriginal people were proportionately more likely than non-Aboriginal people to 
report the violence to police. Overall, in half (50%) of spousal violence cases involving an Aboriginal victim, the abuse was 
reported to police; this was the case for less than one-third (28%) of spousal violence cases involving non-Aboriginal victims. 
Aboriginal people were also proportionately more likely than non-Aboriginal people to speak about the spousal violence with 
someone else (92% versus 66%). More specifically, a higher proportion of Aboriginal spousal violence victims than non-
Aboriginal spousal violence victims reported speaking about the violence with a family member (79% and 53%, respectively) 
or a spiritual leader (22%E and 6%E, respectively).  

In addition to receiving assistance from the police or accessing other sources of support, victims of spousal violence may 
utilize various services for victims, such as crisis centres, shelters, victim assistance programs, etc., if these are available in 
their communities. Among Aboriginal people, close to half (47%E) of spousal violence victims reported utilizing some form of 
service to obtain help in the past five years, which was not statistically significantly higher than for non-Aboriginal victims of 
spousal violence (35%). 

Characteristics of non-spousal violent incidents and the impact of victimization 

Respondents of the GSS on Victimization who reported being a victim of a violent crime in the 12 months prior to the survey 
were asked to provide details on the nature of the incidents they had experienced. This information can help shed light on the 
context in which violent incidents occur. Since characteristics of spousal violence incidents were discussed in the spousal 
violence section of the report, they are excluded from the analysis below.15 

Characteristics of non-spousal violent victimizations are similar for incidents involving Aboriginal victims and  
non-Aboriginal victims  

Few differences existed in incident characteristics when comparing violent incidents involving Aboriginal victims and non-
Aboriginal victims. Overall, in 2014, the majority of non-spousal violent incidents against Aboriginal people involved one 
offender (71%), which was similar for non-spousal violent incidents against non-Aboriginal people (75%) (Table 9). Just over 
half (55%) of Aboriginal victims reported that they knew their attacker, which was not statistically different from non-Aboriginal 
victims of non-spousal violence (43%).16 

In addition, as is typically the case with violent crime in general (Brennan 2012), most offenders involved in violent incidents 
against Aboriginal people were male (91%), which again, was similar for non-Aboriginal people (86%). Similarly, just like 
most violent victimizations do not involve the use of a weapon (Cotter 2014), this was also true for victimizations against 
Aboriginal people, in which three-quarters (75%) of violent incidents did not involve a weapon. Similar findings were recorded 
for the non-Aboriginal population, in which 69% of incidents did not involve a weapon. 

Similar to incidents involving non-Aboriginal victims, the majority of incidents involving Aboriginal victims took place either in a 
residence (48%E) or a commercial/institutional establishment (41%E) (Table 9). Of note, however, is that a smaller proportion 
of incidents involving an Aboriginal victim took place in the street or some other public place compared with incidents 
involving a non-Aboriginal victim (11%E versus 22%). 
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Based on findings from the 2014 GSS on Victimization, one area in which incident characteristics differed among non-
spousal violent victimization of Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people was related to the offender’s alcohol or drug use. 
Among Aboriginal people that were the victim of a non-spousal violent crime, about 7 in 10 (69%) reported that they believed the 
incident was related to the offender’s alcohol or drug use, which was higher than for non-Aboriginal victims (52%) (Table 9).  

No physical injuries reported among majority of Aboriginal victims 

Victimization can have multiple consequences, from physical injury to psychological impacts and disruption of one’s daily life. 
Information on the impact of victimization can help determine victims’ needs. According to the 2014 GSS on Victimization, the 
majority of Aboriginal victims in a non-spousal violent incident reported no physical injuries (83%) (Table 9). This was similar 
to incidents involving non-Aboriginal victims (80%).  

The majority of victims did, however, appear to be impacted emotionally by the victimization. More specifically, just over 
three-quarters (77%) of Aboriginal victims reported being affected emotionally by the incident. Some of the most common 
emotional reactions among Aboriginal victims included feeling angry (32%E), or feeling upset, confused or frustrated (22%E). 
Similar findings were also recorded among non-Aboriginal victims. 

Victims who reported that they had been affected emotionally were asked subsequent questions on the long-term effects of 
victimization, which are based on the Primary Care Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) Screen. These questions 
included experiencing any of the following in the month prior to the survey: having nightmares about the victimization or 
thinking about it when you did not want to; trying hard not to think about the victimization or going out of your way to avoid 
situations that remind you of it; feeling constantly on guard, watchful or easily startled; feeling numb or detached from others, 
activities or your surroundings. While it is not possible to diagnose PTSD based on the results of these questions, they can 
provide insight into the long-term effects of victimization. Almost one in two (48%E) Aboriginal victims of violent crime reported 
feeling at least one of these four long-term effects, which was not significantly different from non-Aboriginal victims (34%). 
However, a higher proportion of Aboriginal victims (34%E) than non-Aboriginal victims (12%) reported feeling at least three of 
these effects, which fits the criteria indicating that PTSD is suspected. Among the long-term effects measured, a higher 
proportion of Aboriginal victims reported feeling numb or detached from others and activities than was reported by non-
Aboriginal victims (36%E versus 11%E). 

In addition, as a result of the non-spousal violent incident they experienced, just over one-quarter (27%E) of Aboriginal victims 
were unable to continue their daily activities for at least one day, because they needed to receive care for an injury, regroup 
emotionally, take legal action, or for some other reason. This was not significantly different from non-Aboriginal victims (25%).  

Reporting of non-spousal violent victimization to police or others  

While a certain proportion of criminal incidents never come to the attention of police (Perreault 2015; Sinha 2015), the GSS 
on Victimization collects information on self-reported victimization, regardless of whether or not the incident becomes known 
to police. It also asks victims about assistance from other formal services, such as crisis centres, victims’ services, women’s 
centres, psychologists or social workers, where available. A better understanding of victims’ willingness or unwillingness to 
report an incident and/or use services can also shed light on victims’ needs. Again, since the reporting of spousal violence 
incidents, as well as utilization of formal services, were discussed in the spousal violence section, they are excluded from the 
analysis below.17 

Aboriginal people proportionately more likely to have non-spousal victimization go unreported to police  

Aboriginal victims were more likely not to report non-spousal violence to police than their non-Aboriginal counterparts. 
According to GSS on Victimization data, 77% of non-spousal violent incidents that were committed against Aboriginal people 
went unreported to police, a figure which was higher comparable to the non-Aboriginal people (66%). One reason for not 
reporting the incident to police among Aboriginal victims (27%E) and non-Aboriginal victims (29%) was that the crime was 
minor and not worth the time to report.  

Of the incidents that did come to the attention of police, approximately half (49%E) of Aboriginal victims said that they 
themselves reported it to police. Common reasons for choosing to report the incident to police included feeling like it was 
one’s duty to notify police (94%) and to stop the incident or receive protection (81%). 

While the majority of victims did not report the non-spousal violent incident to police, most did speak to someone else about 
the victimization, such as a family member, friend, co-worker, or a doctor or nurse. In 2014, 8 in 10 (80%) Aboriginal victims 
reported mentioning the incident to someone, which was not significantly different from the approximately 9 in 10 (88%) non-
Aboriginal victims who reported speaking of the incident to someone else. Overall, Aboriginal victims most frequently chose 
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to discuss the incident with a friend or neighbour (58%), a family member (55%), or a co-worker (40%E). Similar results were 
found among non-Aboriginal victims.  

The majority of victims, regardless of Aboriginal identity, did not contact or access services such as crisis centres, shelters or 
victim assistance programs for help after experiencing non-spousal violent victimization. Overall, approximately 7 in 10 
Aboriginal victims (72%) and non-Aboriginal victims (69%) did not utilize a service for help as a result of the violent incident. 
A common reason for not accessing services among Aboriginal victims and non-Aboriginal victims included not wanting or 
needing help (59% and 68%, respectively).  

 

Text box 4 
Aboriginal people as homicide victims 
Over the last few years, the issue of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls has been at the forefront in Canada, 
with national and international organizations making recommendations to address and monitor the issue (Native Women's 
Association of Canada 2010; Pearce 2013; Royal Canadian Mounted Police 2015; Royal Canadian Mounted Police 2014; 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 2015; United Nations 2015; United Nations 2014; Ambler 2014; 
Amnesty International 2014). Over this period, Statistics Canada has worked with the Canadian policing community to improve 
the quality of data it collects on the Aboriginal identity of both female and male victims and persons accused of homicide. This 
information is collected from Canadian police services and captured through Statistics Canada’s Homicide Survey.  

Statistics Canada’s report “Homicide in Canada, 2014” (Miladinovic and Mulligan 2015) found that, in 2014, Aboriginal people 
experienced a higher risk of homicide than non-Aboriginal people. More specifically, in 2014, Aboriginal people were victims 
of homicide at a rate which was approximately six times higher than that of non-Aboriginal people (7.20 Aboriginal victims per 
100,000 Aboriginal population versus 1.13 non-Aboriginal victims per 100,000 non-Aboriginal population). When considering 
sex, the rate of homicide for Aboriginal males was seven times higher than for non-Aboriginal males (10.86 per 100,000 
versus 1.61 per 100,000); among Aboriginal females the rate was six times higher (3.64 per 100,000 versus 0.65 
per 100,000).  

For both male and female Aboriginal people, the risk of becoming a victim of homicide in 2014 was highest for those 35 to 
44 years of age (20.56 per 100,000 population and 8.62 per 100,000, respectively). While homicide rates were lower overall 
for non-Aboriginal people regardless of age, 35- to 44-year-olds were also at highest risk among non-Aboriginal 
females (1.06). In contrast, 18- to 24-year-olds were at greatest risk among non-Aboriginal males (3.13). 

When considering geography, the Territories had some of the highest homicide rates for Aboriginal people in the country in 
2014. It is important to note, however, that despite high rates, the actual number of homicides in the Territories was quite low 
compared to other regions of the country. Among the provinces where police reported at least one homicide of an Aboriginal 
victim, the rate of homicide involving Aboriginal victims was highest in Manitoba (13.29 per 100,000) and Alberta (11.55 
per 100,000), and lowest in Quebec (2.24) and Nova Scotia (2.56). The rates of homicide against Aboriginal victims were 
similar both within and outside of census metropolitan areas in 2014.  

For more information about Aboriginal people as homicide victims in Canada, see “Homicide in Canada, 2014” (Miladinovic 
and Mulligan 2015). 
 

Perceptions of safety and the criminal justice system 

In addition to collecting information on Canadians’ victimization experiences, the GSS on Victimization also captures 
information on respondents’ perceptions of crime and safety—regardless of whether they were a victim of a crime—as well 
as their perception of certain sectors of the Canadian justice system.  

Most Aboriginal people report satisfaction with their personal safety from crime 

Despite the fact that Aboriginal populations tended to be at higher risk of victimization, this did not appear to have much 
impact on their satisfaction with personal safety from crime. In 2014, the majority of Aboriginal people (85%) reported being 
satisfied or very satisfied with their personal safety from crime (Table 10). Satisfaction of personal safety from crime, 
however, was slightly higher among non-Aboriginal people (88%).  

Aboriginal victims of one of the eight crimes measured by the GSS on Victimization did, however, have lower levels of 
satisfaction with personal safety from crime than those who had not been victimized. More specifically, 77% of Aboriginal victims 
reported being satisfied or very satisfied with their personal safety from crime, compared with 88% of Aboriginal people who had 
not been a victim of crime. Similar findings were recorded among the non-Aboriginal population (81% versus 90%).  

Aboriginal females were proportionately less likely to report being satisfied or very satisfied with their personal safety from 
crime compared with Aboriginal males (80% versus 89%) (Table 11). Similar findings were found among males and females 
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in the non-Aboriginal population. No differences existed in satisfaction with personal safety from crime when comparing 
Aboriginal people residing in the territories and Aboriginal people residing in the provinces.  

A higher proportion of Aboriginal people believe crime is higher in their neighbourhood than in other areas of Canada 

When considering crime in one’s neighbourhood, more Aboriginal people than non-Aboriginal people believed that there was 
a higher amount of crime in their neighbourhood compared to other areas of Canada (7% and 4%, respectively) (Table 10). 
This may be partly influenced by the fact that a larger proportion of Aboriginal people reported being victimized, as well as 
perceiving some form of social disorder within their neighbourhood than non-Aboriginal people. For instance, 32% of 
Aboriginal people perceived some form of social disorder in their neighbourhood compared with 22% of non-Aboriginal 
people. Of the various types of social disorder asked about on the survey, a higher proportion of Aboriginal people perceived 
people using or dealing drugs (17%), as well as people being drunk or rowdy in public places (14%), to be a big to moderate 
problem in their neighbourhood, compared with non-Aboriginal people (9% and 6%, respectively).  

Aboriginal people were also proportionately more likely than non-Aboriginal people to report believing that crime had 
increased in their neighbourhood over the previous five years. In total, 16% of the Aboriginal population believed that crime 
had increased in their neighbourhood over the past five years compared with 11% of the non-Aboriginal population. This is of 
interest, since, the proportion of Aboriginal people living in the provinces or territories who reported being a victim of one of 
the eight types of crime measured by the GSS on Victimization decreased during this same period (see Text box 2).  

Despite being proportionately more likely than non-Aboriginal people to believe crime was higher in their neighbourhood than 
in other areas of Canada, or that criminal activity in one’s neighbourhood had increased over the past five years, Aboriginal 
people reported feeling safer walking alone at night than non-Aboriginal people. Overall, 50% of Aboriginal people reported 
feeling very safe when walking alone at night compared with 44% of non-Aboriginal people (Table 10). Females, both 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, were proportionately less likely to report feeling very safe when walking alone at night than 
their male counterparts (Table 11). 

More Aboriginal people report adopting certain measures to protect themselves from crime 

Based on 2014 GSS on Victimization data, Aboriginal people were proportionately more likely to have adopted certain 
measures at some point in their lives to protect themselves from crime. For instance, 33% of Aboriginal people said they 
changed their routine or activities or avoided certain people or places, while 17% said they obtained a dog to protect them 
from crime (Table 12). The corresponding proportions for non-Aboriginal people were 27% and 9%, respectively. The higher 
proportions recorded among Aboriginal people may be partly influenced by Aboriginal females, however, who were 
proportionately more likely to report adopting certain measures compared to their male counterparts, as well as to non-
Aboriginal females (Table 13). 

Aboriginal people report lower levels of confidence in police and criminal courts than non-Aboriginal people 

While the majority of Aboriginal people reported having at least some confidence in the police, they were proportionately 
more likely than non-Aboriginal people to have not very much or no confidence at all in the police (Chart 6). This may be 
partially explained by the fact that a higher proportion of Aboriginal people believed that their local police service does a poor 
job with regard to certain aspects of police work asked about in the survey (Table 14). For instance, 13% of Aboriginal people 
believed that their local police service did a poor job of responding to calls compared with 5% of non-Aboriginal people. This 
was influenced by Aboriginal people living in the territories of which 23% believed that police did a poor job promptly 
responding to calls (compared with 12% of Aboriginal people residing in the provinces). Unlike non-Aboriginal people, among 
whom females typically had a more positive perception of certain aspects of their local police service, no difference in opinion 
existed among Aboriginal males and females (Table 15). 
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In addition to having less confidence in the police than their non-Aboriginal counterparts, Aboriginal people also had less 
confidence in the criminal court system. Overall, close to one-third of Aboriginal people reported having not very much 
confidence (22%) or no confidence at all (9%) in the criminal courts compared with just under one-quarter of non-Aboriginal 
people (17% and 5%, respectively).  

Having had contact with the justice system appeared to impact one’s perception of that system, regardless of Aboriginal 
identity. Respondents who reported some form of contact with police (criminal or not) in the 12 months prior to the survey had 
less confidence in the police than those who did not report contact. Similar findings were true of the criminal courts.  

The 2014 GSS on Victimization shows that Aboriginal people were proportionately more likely to have had contact with the 
justice system. Specifically, 4 in 10 (40%) Aboriginal people reported having contact with police (criminal or not) in the 12 
months preceding the survey compared with 3 in 10 (30%) non-Aboriginal people. For almost all types of contact with police, 
Aboriginal people recorded higher proportions (Chart 7). In addition, one-third (33%) of Aboriginal people had contact with the 
criminal court system at some point in their lives. This compared to 19% of non-Aboriginal people. 
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Summary  

In 2014, more than one-quarter (28%) of Aboriginal people reported that they or their household had been a victim of at least 
one of the eight types of offences measured by the GSS on Victimization in the previous 12 months. Compared with 2009, 
fewer Aboriginal people in both the provinces and the territories reported being a victim of one of the eight crimes measured 
by the victimization survey in 2014.  

The rate of violent victimization among Aboriginal people continued to be higher than for non-Aboriginal people in 2014. 
However, similar to previous research—which used GSS victimization data from the 10 provinces—analysis using combined 
data from the provinces and territories found that when controlling for various risk factors, Aboriginal identity by itself did not 
remain associated with an increased risk of violent victimization. Rather, the observed higher rates of victimization among 
Aboriginal people appeared to be related to the increased presence of other victimization risk factors among this group. For 
instance, experiencing childhood maltreatment, using drugs, experiencing homelessness, and having fair or poor self-rated 
mental health were all associated with an increased risk of victimization when controlling for other factors; these 
characteristics were also more common among the Aboriginal population than the non-Aboriginal population.  

High victimization rates among Aboriginal females, however, could not be fully explained by an increased presence of risk 
factors among this sub-population. Even when controlling for other risk factors, Aboriginal identity itself remained a risk factor 
for violent victimization of females—something that was not found for males. While Aboriginal females were proportionately 
more likely than Aboriginal males to experience both physical and sexual maltreatment as children—a factor linked to an 
increased risk of violent victimization—they were less likely than Aboriginal males to engage in certain behaviours linked to 
violent victimization, such as binge drinking and drug use. This means that for Aboriginal females, there are still factors at 
play that put them at a higher risk for violent victimization, highlighting the need for more research. 

Aboriginal people were proportionately more likely than non-Aboriginal people to report having been the victim of spousal 
violence in the five years preceding the survey (9% and 4%, respectively). More specifically, Aboriginal women were about 
three times as likely to report being a victim of spousal violence as non-Aboriginal women, while Aboriginal men were twice 
as likely as their non-Aboriginal counterparts to report spousal violence. Regardless of sex, a larger proportion of Aboriginal 
people residing in the territories reported experiencing spousal violence than Aboriginal people living in the provinces.  

Aboriginal victims of spousal violence were proportionately more likely to report that the violence had come to the attention of 
police than their non-Aboriginal counterparts. In contrast, Aboriginal victims of non-spousal violence were proportionately 
more likely than non-Aboriginal victims to report that the incident had gone unreported to police. 
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Survey description  

General Social Survey on Victimization 

In 2014, Statistics Canada conducted the victimization cycle of the General Social Survey (GSS) for the sixth time. Previous 
cycles were conducted in 1988, 1993, 1999, 2004 and 2009. The purpose of the survey is to provide data on Canadians’ 
personal experiences with eight offences, examine the risk factors associated with victimization, examine rates of reporting to 
the police, assess the nature and extent of spousal violence, measure fear of crime, and examine public perceptions of crime 
and the criminal justice system. 

The 2014 GSS on Victimization was also conducted in Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut using a different sampling 
design. The GSS on Victimization was also conducted in the Territories in 2009 and was preceded by test collections in 1999 
and 2004. 

In 2009, comparisons between the data from the territories and the provinces were to be made with caution primarily 
because the Inuit population was underrepresented in the territories. In 2014, as a result of advancements made to the frame 
and higher response rates, data in the territories can be compared, or combined, with data for the provinces. It is noteworthy, 
however, to keep in mind differences in survey methods and weighting strategies for the provinces and territories when 
analyzing GSS 2014 data at the Canada level. This report combined 2014 GSS on Victimization data from both the provinces 
and territories in order to report on the victimization of Aboriginal people in Canada.  

The target population for the GSS on Victimization is the Canadian population aged 15 and over, living in the provinces and 
territories. Canadians residing in institutions are not included. Once a household was contacted an individual 15 years or 
older was randomly selected to respond to the survey. 

In 2014, the sample size for the 10 provinces was 33,127 respondents. Of that number, 2,787 were from the oversample. In 
2014, the sample size for the three territories was 2,040 respondents, about twice the number of respondents in 2009 (1,094). 

Data collection 

Provinces 

Data collection took place from January to December 2014 inclusively. Responses were obtained by computer-assisted 
telephone interviews (CATI). Respondents were able to respond in the official language of their choice. 

Territories 

Data collection took place from August 2014 to January 2015 inclusively. The method of collection was a mixture of 
computer-assisted telephone (CATI) and personal interviews (CAPI). Most cases started as CATI at the regional office and 
could be transferred to a CAPI-interviewer depending on the community and collection constraints. Respondents were 
interviewed in the official language of their choice. 

Response rates 

Provinces 

The overall response rate in 2014 was 52.9%, down from 61.6% in 2009. Non-respondents included people who refused to 
participate, could not be reached, or could not speak English or French. Respondents in the sample were weighted so that 
their responses represent the non-institutionalized Canadian population aged 15 and older. 

Territories 

The overall response rate was 58.7%, up from 50.7% in 2009. Non-respondents included people who refused to participate, 
could not be reached, or could not speak English or French. Respondents in the sample were weighted so that their 
responses represent the non-institutionalized territories population aged 15 and older. 

Data limitations 

As with any household survey, there are some data limitations. The results are based on a sample and are therefore subject 
to sampling errors. Somewhat different results might have been obtained if the entire population had been surveyed. This 
article uses the coefficient of variation (CV) as a measure of the sampling error. Estimates with a high CV (over 33.3%) were 
not published because they were too unreliable. In these cases, the symbol “F” is used in place of an estimate in the figures 
and data tables. Estimates with a CV between 16.6 and 33.3 should be used with caution and the symbol “E” is used. Where 
descriptive statistics and cross-tabular analyses were used, statistically significant differences were determined using 95% 
confidence intervals.  
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Notes 

1. The General Social Survey on Victimization surveyed Canadians on their experiences with eight types of offences, which 
are: sexual assault, robbery, physical assault, theft of personal property, breaking and entering, theft of motor vehicle or 
parts, theft of household property, and vandalism.  

2. In 2009, comparisons between the data from the territories and the provinces were to be made with caution primarily 
because the Inuit population was underrepresented in the territories. In 2014, as a result of advancements made to the frame 
and higher response rates, data in the territories can be compared, or combined, with data for the provinces. It is noteworthy, 
however, to keep in mind differences in survey methods and weighting strategies for the provinces and territories when 
analyzing 2014 General Social Survey on Victimization data at the Canada level. 

3. Refers to the population in private households who have been reported as foster children on the National Household 
Survey questionnaire. Foster children are considered as ‘other relatives’ outside of a census family. 

4. It is important to note, however, that the Canadian Community Health Survey – Mental Health, only collected information 
from Aboriginal people living in the 10 provinces, and excluded those living on reserve or other Aboriginal settlements.  

5. Includes First Nations, Métis and Inuit. The question on Aboriginal identity was asked solely of people who reported being 
born in Canada, the United States, Greenland or Germany (because of the large number of Canadian Forces members in the 
latter country). People born in other countries were classified as non-Aboriginal. 

6. Aboriginal households consist of households in which the two spouses have Aboriginal identity; lone-parent families in 
which the parent has Aboriginal identity; single people with Aboriginal identity; and other households in which the respondent 
reported having Aboriginal identity and living with related people only. Non-Aboriginal households consist of households in 
which the two spouses did not report Aboriginal identity; lone-parent families in which the parent did not report Aboriginal 
identity; single people that did not report Aboriginal identity; and other households in which the respondent did not report 
Aboriginal identity and living with related people only. Excludes all other types of households, which accounted for 5% of 
households.  

7. Although it was possible to report both single and multiple responses to the Aboriginal identity question in the GSS on 
Victimization, the data presented in this document for First Nations, Métis and Inuit people are based solely on single 
responses. Overall, more than 99% of the Aboriginal population reported a single Aboriginal identity (excludes responses of 
don’t know or refusal). 

8. Reference category refers to the rest of Canada, respective to each Aboriginal group. 

9. See Note 2. 

10. The question used to identify the Aboriginal population was changed in 2009 to coincide with the question used in the 
2006 Census. As such, results for the Aboriginal population cannot be directly compared to those from victimization cycles 
prior to 2009.  

11. Childhood maltreatment, as measured by the General Social Survey on Victimization, includes experiencing at least one 
of the following, at least once, before the age of 15: being slapped or hit by an adult; being pushed, grabbed, shoved or had 
something thrown at you by an adult; being physically attacked (e.g., kicked, bit, punched, choked, burned) by an adult; being 
touched by an adult against your will; being forced into unwanted sexual activity by an adult.  

12. Potential differences between Aboriginal males and Aboriginal females could not be explored due to small sample sizes. 

13. Similar findings were also true for the non-Aboriginal population. 

14. For more information on spousal violence in Canada, see: Burczycka, M. 2016. “Section 1: Trends in self-reported 
spousal violence in Canada, 2014.” In “Family violence in Canada: A statistical profile, 2014.” Juristat. Statistics Canada 
Catalogue no. 85-002-X.  

15. The information on violence between spouses is collected using a different methodology in order to take into account the 
entire spousal violence situation rather than each individual incident, as is the case for the other types of victimization. As 
such, spousal violence is analyzed in the spousal violence section of the report.  

16. Questions on the relationships between the victim and the offender or offenders were asked only of victims who had 
previously established the number of offenders. Consequently, the data exclude victims who did not provide information on 
their offenders. When there was more than one offender, the relationship is that of the offender with the closest relationship 
to the victim.  

17. See Note 15. 
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Detailed data tables 
 
Table 1 
Victimization incidents (including spousal violence) reported by Canadians, by Aboriginal people 
and non-Aboriginal people, and type of offence, provinces and territories, 2014  

Type of offence 

Aboriginal people1, 2 Non-Aboriginal people3, † 

number (thousands) rate number (thousands) rate 

Sexual assault4 56E 58E * 577 20 

Robbery4 14E 15E 176 6 

Physical assault4 88E 90E * 1,341 47 

Total violent victimization4 159 163* 2,094 74 

Break and enter5 21E 74E * 391 30 

Motor vehicle/parts theft5 5E 18E 231 18 

Theft of household property5 28E 97* 684 52 

Vandalism5 16E 55E 514 39 

Total household victimization5 70 244* 1,820 138 

Theft of personal property4 98 101* 2,062 72 
E use with caution 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
2. Aboriginal households consist of households in which the two spouses have Aboriginal identity; lone-parent families in which the parent has 
Aboriginal identity; single people with Aboriginal identity; and other households in which the respondent reported having Aboriginal identity and living 
with related people only. 
3. Non-Aboriginal households consist of households in which the two spouses did not report Aboriginal identity; lone-parent families in which the 
parent did not report Aboriginal identity; single people that did not report Aboriginal identity; and other households in which the respondent did not 
report Aboriginal identity and living with related people only. 
4. Rates are calculated per 1,000 population aged 15 years and older. 
5. Rates are calculated per 1,000 households. 
Note: Excludes all other types of households, which accounted for 5% of households. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Table 2 
Violent victimization incidents (including spousal violence) reported by Canadians, by Aboriginal 
group, and type of violent offence, provinces and territories, 2014  

Type of offence 

First Nations people Métis people Inuit people 

number  
(thousands) rate1 

number  
(thousands) rate1 

number  
(thousands) rate1 

Sexual assault F F F F F F 

Robbery F F F F F F 

Physical assault 59E 131E * 23E 49E 5E 120E * 

Total violent victimization 96E 213E * 55E 117E 6E 159E 
E use with caution 
F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
1. Rates are calculated per 1,000 population aged 15 years and older. 
Note: Reference category refers to the rest of Canada, respective to each Aboriginal group. Where significant differences are noted, the Aboriginal 
group recorded a higher rate than the comparison group. Although it was possible to report both single and multiple responses to the Aboriginal 
identity question in the GSS on Victimization, the data presented for First Nations, Métis and Inuit are based solely on single responses. Overall, 
more than 99% of the Aboriginal population reported a single Aboriginal identity (excludes responses of don’t know or refusal). 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Table 3 
Violent victimization incidents (including spousal violence) reported by Canadians, by Aboriginal 
people and non-Aboriginal people, and sex, and type of violent offence, provinces and territories, 2014 

Type of offence 

Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people 

Males† Females Males† Females 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

Sexual assault F F 53E 113E ** 77E 5E 501 35* 

Robbery F F F F 105E 7E 71E 5E 

Physical assault 44E 87E 44E 93E ** 746 53 595 41* 

Total violent victimization 56E 110E 103E 220E *** 927 66 1,167 81* 
E use with caution 
F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
** significantly different from non-Aboriginal people category only (p < 0.05) 
*** significantly different from reference category and non-Aboriginal people category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
2. Rates are calculated per 1,000 population aged 15 years and older. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Table 4 
Presence of selected social or demographic characteristics, by Aboriginal people and  
non-Aboriginal people, provinces and territories, 2014  

Selected characteristics 

Aboriginal people1 
Non-Aboriginal 

people† 

                   percent 

Physically or sexually maltreated by an adult before age 152   

Physically and sexually maltreated 9* 4 

Sexually maltreated only 4 3 

Physically maltreated only 26* 21 

No 56* 67 

Five or more alcoholic drinks in one sitting (binge drinking) during the 
month preceding the survey 

  

Yes, at least once 30* 26 

No 69* 73 

Used drugs during the month preceding the survey3   

Yes, at least once 16* 7 

No 84* 92 

Number of evening activities during the month preceding the survey   

None 7 7 

1 to 10 34* 39 

11 to 20 25 28 

21 or more 32* 24 

Ever been homeless or temporarily lived somewhere because you had 
nowhere else to live4 

  

Yes 20* 8 

No 80* 91 

Self-rated mental health5   

Good, very good, or excellent 89* 94 

Fair or poor 10* 5 

Disability6   

Yes 32* 24 

No 68* 74 

Perceives social disorder in neighbourhood7   

Yes 32* 22 

No 63* 73 

Sense of belonging to local community   

Very strong or somewhat strong 74 75 

Somewhat weak or very weak 23 22 
See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 4 — continued 
Presence of selected social or demographic characteristics, by Aboriginal people and  
non-Aboriginal people, provinces and territories, 2014  

Selected characteristics 

Aboriginal people1 
Non-Aboriginal 

people† 

                 percent 

Likelihood that neighbours call the police if witness what seems like 
criminal behaviour 

  

Very likely or somewhat likely 88* 91 

Somewhat unlikely or not at all likely 9* 6 

Age   

15 to 24 years old 24* 15 

25 to 44 years old 32 33 

45 years and older 44* 52 

Marital status   

Married or common-law 52* 61 

Divorced, separated, or widowed 10 11 

Single, never-married 37* 27 

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
2. Childhood maltreatment, as measured by the survey, includes experiencing at least one of the following, at least once, before the age of 15: being 
slapped or hit by an adult; being pushed, grabbed, shoved, or had something thrown at you by an adult; being physically attacked (e.g., kicked, bit, 
punched, choked, burned) by an adult; being touched by an adult against your will; being forced into unwanted sexual activity by an adult. 
3. Includes the use of marijuana, hashish, hashish oil, any other product derived from cannabis, or any other non-prescription drug (e.g., magic 
mushrooms, cocaine, speed, methamphetamines, ecstasy, PCP, mescaline or heroin). 
4. Includes people who have previously been homeless or have had to live with relatives, friends or in their vehicle because they had nowhere else 
to go. 
5. Based on a self-assessment of mental health. 
6. Includes a limitation in daily activities due to at least one of the following: learning disability, mental/psychological disability, physical disability, 
visual disability, hearing disability, or an unknown type of disability. 
7. Includes persons who perceived at least one of the following situations to be a big or moderate problem in their neighbourhood: noisy neighbours 
or loud parties; people hanging around on the streets; garbage or litter lying around; vandalism; people being attacked because of their skin colour, 
ethnic origin or religion; people using or dealing drugs; people being drunk or rowdy in public places. 
Note: The answers “Don't know” and “Refusal” are included in the calculation of the percentages, but do not appear in the table. Because of the 
inclusion of the answers “Don’t know” and “Refusal” and of rounding, totals may not add up to 100. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Table 5 
Violent victimization incidents reported by Canadians, by Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal 
people, and selected demographic and socioeconomic characteristics, provinces and territories, 2014  

Selected characteristics 

Total violent victimization  
(including spousal violence) 

Total violent victimization  
(excluding spousal violence) 

Aboriginal people1 
Non-Aboriginal 

people Aboriginal people1 
Non-Aboriginal 

people 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

Sex   

Male† 56E 110E 927 66 38E 76E 776 55 

Female 103E 220E *** 1,167 81* 86E 184E *** 1,010 70* 

Age   

15 to 24 years old† 78E 330E ** 659 155 75E 316E ** 642 151 

25 to 44 years old 43E 136E * 866 92* 25E 79E * 680 73* 

45 years and older 38E 89E * 570 38* 25E 59E * 463 31* 

Marital status   

Married or common-law† 51E 99E ** 844 48 26E 50E 619 35 

Divorced, separated, or 
widowed 

F F 214 67 F F 174E 54E 

Single, never-married 92E 252E *** 1,037 134* 90E 247E *** 993 128* 

Education   

Less than high school 
diploma or its equivalent 

46E 183E 312 78 45E 179E 269 67 

High school diploma or 
equivalent 

63E 187E ** 579 78 41E 122E 500 67 

Postsecondary certificate, 
diploma or degree† 

49E 129E ** 1,152 70 38E 99E 973 59 

Main activity of 
respondent 

  

Employed† 87E 158E ** 1,224 75 66E 121E ** 1,002 62 

Student 48E 364E ** 471 137* 47E 359E *** 464 135* 

Other3 23E 79E 352 41* 10E 33E * 276 32* 
E use with caution 
F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
** significantly different from non-Aboriginal people category only (p < 0.05) 
*** significantly different from reference category and non-Aboriginal people category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
2. Rates are calculated per 1,000 population aged 15 years and older. 
3. Includes household work (e.g., housework, child care, maternity or paternity leave), being retired, looking for paid work, and other (e.g., long-term 
illness, volunteering, and other types of occupations). 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Table 6 
Violent victimization incidents reported by Canadians, by Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal 
people, and selected dwelling and neighbourhood characteristics, provinces and territories, 2014  

Selected characteristics 

Total violent victimization  
(including spousal violence) 

Total violent victimization  
(excluding spousal violence) 

Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

Place of residence   

Province† 149 160** 2,089 74 117E 126E ** 1,782 63 

Territory 10 215** 5 121* 7 162** 4 96* 

Place of residence   

Census metropolitan 
area3, † 

56E 135E 1,557 77 51E 121E 1,319 65 

Outside of census 
metropolitan area 

102E 183E ** 538 66 74E 132E ** 467 57 

Dwelling ownership   

Owned† 96E 153E ** 1,502 67 80E 129E ** 1,295 58 

Rented 63E 182E 590 100* 43E 126E 489 83* 

Number of times moved in past 5 years 

Two or fewer moves† 129E 154E ** 1,747 67 100E 120E ** 1,505 58 

Three or more moves 29E 215E 341 148* F F 275 119* 

Sense of belonging to local community 

Very strong† 23E 76E 354 49 10E 31E 299 42 

Somewhat strong 85E 202E *** 900 64 75E 178E *** 776 55 

Somewhat weak or very 
weak 

49E 220E * 774 125* 39E 173E * 654 106* 

People in neighbourhood help each other 

Yes† 112E 141E ** 1,589 67 94E 119E ** 1,372 57 

No 41E 305E ** 432 130* 28E 210E 359 108* 

Likelihood that neighbours call the police if witness what seems like criminal behaviour 

Very likely† 64E 109E 1,201 65 51E 87E 1,047 57 

Somewhat likely 64E 230E ** 626 84* 56E 201E ** 531 71 

Somewhat unlikely or not 
at all likely 

F F 236E 147E * F F 183E 114E * 

See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 6 — continued 
Violent victimization incidents reported by Canadians, by Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal 
people, and selected dwelling and neighbourhood characteristics, provinces and territories, 2014  

Selected characteristics 

Total violent victimization  
(including spousal violence) 

Total violent victimization  
(excluding spousal violence) 

Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

Perceives social disorder in neighbourhood4 

Yes 94E 303E *** 915 145* 73E 235E *** 772 123* 

No† 64E 104E 1,129 54 51E 83E 967 46 
E use with caution 
F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
** significantly different from non-Aboriginal people category only (p < 0.05) 
*** significantly different from reference category and non-Aboriginal people category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
2. Rates are calculated per 1,000 population aged 15 years and older. 
3. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a central core. A CMA must have a total 
population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the central core. To be included in a CMA, other adjacent municipalities must have a 
high degree of integration with the core as measured by the percentage of commuters established from previous census place of work data. 
4. Includes persons who perceived at least one of the following situations to be a big or moderate problem in their neighbourhood: noisy neighbours 
or loud parties; people hanging around on the streets; garbage or litter lying around; vandalism; people being attacked because of their skin colour, 
ethnic origin or religion; people using or dealing drugs; people being drunk or rowdy in public places. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Table 7 
Violent victimization incidents reported by Canadians, by Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal 
people, and selected historical and health characteristics, provinces and territories, 2014 

Selected characteristics 

Total violent victimization  
(including spousal violence) 

Total violent victimization  
(excluding spousal violence) 

Aboriginal 
people1 

Non-Aboriginal 
people 

Aboriginal  
people1 

Non-Aboriginal 
people 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

Physically or sexually maltreated by an adult before age 15 (total)3 

Yes 93E 235E *** 1,010 121* 79E 201E *** 863 103* 

No† 61E 110E ** 1,015 53 40E 73E 867 45 

Physically or sexually maltreated by an adult before age 15 (categorized)3 

Physically and sexually maltreated† 28E 303E 294 232 23E 256E 253E 199E 

Sexually maltreated only F F F 125E F F F F 

Physically maltreated only 58E 224E 598 98* F F 508 83* 

No 61E 110E *** 1,015 53* 40E 73E * 867 45* 

Witnessed violence among parents before age 15 

Yes 47E 231E 429 151* 38E 187E 366 129* 

No† 105E 140E ** 1,621 65 79E 106E ** 1,381 55 

Five or more alcoholic drinks in one sitting (binge drinking) during the month preceding the survey 

Yes, at least once 77E 260E *** 888 122* 69E 232E *** 791 109* 

No† 80E 120E ** 1,164 56 55E 81E 955 46 

Used drugs during the month preceding the survey4 

Yes, at least once 49E 315E * 476 252* 42E 273E 408 216* 

No† 110E 134E ** 1,579 60 82E 100E ** 1,341 51 

Number of evening activities during the month preceding the survey 

None F F 67E 34E F F 48E 24E 

1 to 10† 43E 129E ** 435 40 37E 109E ** 334 30 

11 to 20 34E 140E 603 75* 29E 119E 513 64* 

21 or more 78E 252E 949 136* 57E 184E 853 122* 

Ever been homeless or temporarily lived somewhere because you had nowhere else to live5 

Yes 42E 212E 441 194* 28E 142E 364 160* 

No† 117E 150E ** 1,615 63 97E 124E ** 1,386 54 
See notes at the end of the table. 
 
  



Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X 

 

 32 

Juristat Article—Victimization of Aboriginal people in Canada, 2014 

Table 7 — continued 
Violent victimization incidents reported by Canadians, by Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal 
people, and selected historical and health characteristics, provinces and territories, 2014 

Selected characteristics 

Total violent victimization  
(including spousal violence) 

Total violent victimization  
(excluding spousal violence) 

Aboriginal 
people1 

Non-Aboriginal 
people 

Aboriginal  
people1 

Non-Aboriginal 
people 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

number 
(thousands) rate2 

Self-rated mental health6   

Good, very good, or excellent† 127 146** 1,613 61 98E 112E ** 1,378 52 

Fair or poor F F 439 304* F F 368 255* 

Disability7   

Yes 64E 206E ** 824 120* 42E 135E 681 99* 

No† 95E 144E ** 1,230 58 83E 125E ** 1,068 51 
E use with caution 
F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
** significantly different from non-Aboriginal people category only (p < 0.05) 
*** significantly different from reference category and non-Aboriginal people category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
2. Rates are calculated per 1,000 population aged 15 years and older. 
3. Childhood maltreatment, as measured by the survey, includes experiencing at least one of the following, at least once, before the age of 15: being 
slapped or hit by an adult; being pushed, grabbed, shoved or had something thrown at you by an adult; being physically attacked (e.g., kicked, bit, 
punched, choked, burned) by an adult; being touched by an adult against your will; being forced into unwanted sexual activity by an adult. 
4. Includes the use of marijuana, hashish, hashish oil, any other product derived from cannabis, or any other non-prescription drug (e.g., magic 
mushrooms, cocaine, speed, methamphetamines, ecstasy, PCP, mescaline or heroin). 
5. Includes people who have previously been homeless or have had to live with relatives, friends or in their vehicle because they had nowhere else 
to go. 
6. Based on a self-assessment of mental health. 
7. Includes a limitation in daily activities due to at least one of the following: learning disability, mental/psychological disability, physical disability, 
visual disability, hearing disability, or an unknown type of disability. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Table 8 
Presence of selected social or demographic characteristics, by Aboriginal people and  
non-Aboriginal people, and sex, provinces and territories, 2014  

Selected characteristics 

Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people 

Males† Females Males† Females 

   percent 

Physically or sexually maltreated by an adult before age 152   

Physically and sexually maltreated 5E 14* 3 6* 

Sexually maltreated only F 7 1 5* 

Physically maltreated only 31 21* 28 15* 

No 57 55 64 70* 

Five or more alcoholic drinks in one sitting (binge drinking) during 
the month preceding the survey 

  

Yes, at least once 37 23* 34 18* 

No 62 76* 64 81* 

Used drugs during the month preceding the survey3   

Yes, at least once 21 10* 9 4* 

No 79 90* 89 95* 

Number of evening activities during the month preceding the survey   

None 5E 9 5 9* 

1 to 10 30 39* 35 42* 

11 to 20 24 26 29 27* 

21 or more 38 25* 29 20* 

Ever been homeless or temporarily lived somewhere because you 
had nowhere else to live4 

  

Yes 21 19 9 7* 

No 79 81 90 91* 

Self-rated mental health5   

Good, very good, or excellent 88 91 94 93 

Fair or poor 10E 9 5 5 

Disability6   

Yes 27 37* 21 27* 

No 72 63* 77 71* 

Perceives social disorder in neighbourhood7   

Yes 29 35 22 23 

No 65 60 75 72* 

Sense of belonging to local community   

Very strong or somewhat strong 73 75 74 75 

Somewhat weak or very weak 25 21 22 21 
See notes at the end of the table. 
 
 



Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X 

 

 34 

Juristat Article—Victimization of Aboriginal people in Canada, 2014 

Table 8 — continued 
Presence of selected social or demographic characteristics, by Aboriginal people and  
non-Aboriginal people, and sex, provinces and territories, 2014  

Selected characteristics 

Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people 

Males† Females Males† Females 

   percent 

Likelihood that neighbours call the police if witness what seems like 
criminal behaviour 

  

Very likely or somewhat likely 89 88 92 91 

Somewhat unlikely or not at all likely 9E 9E 6 6 
E use with caution 
F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
2. Childhood maltreatment, as measured by the survey, includes experiencing at least one of the following, at least once, before the age of 15: being 
slapped or hit by an adult; being pushed, grabbed, shoved, or had something thrown at you by an adult; being physically attacked (e.g., kicked, bit, 
punched, choked, burned) by an adult; being touched by an adult against your will; being forced into unwanted sexual activity by an adult. 
3. Includes the use of marijuana, hashish, hashish oil, any other product derived from cannabis, or any other non-prescription drug (e.g., magic 
mushrooms, cocaine, speed, methamphetamines, ecstasy, PCP, mescaline or heroin). 
4. Includes people who have previously been homeless or have had to live with relatives, friends or in their vehicle because they had nowhere else 
to go. 
5. Based on a self-assessment of mental health. 
6. Includes a limitation in daily activities due to at least one of the following: learning disability, mental/psychological disability, physical disability, 
visual disability, hearing disability, or an unknown type of disability. 
7. Includes persons who perceived at least one of the following situations to be a big or moderate problem in their neighbourhood: noisy neighbours 
or loud parties; people hanging around on the streets; garbage or litter lying around; vandalism; people being attacked because of their skin colour, 
ethnic origin or religion; people using or dealing drugs; people being drunk or rowdy in public places. 
Note: The answers “Don't know” and “Refusal” are included in the calculation of the percentages, but do not appear in the table. Because of the 
inclusion of the answers “Don’t know” and “Refusal” and of rounding, totals may not add up to 100. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Table 9 
Violent victimization incidents (excluding spousal violence) reported by Canadians, by Aboriginal people 
and non-Aboriginal people, and selected characteristics of the incident, provinces and territories, 2014 

Characteristics 

Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people† 

percent 

Number of offenders   

One 71 75 

Two F 7 

Three or more F 11E 

Don't know/not stated F 7E 

Sex of offender2   

Male 91 86 

Female 9E 14 

Age of the offender2   

Less than 25 47E 36 

25 to 44 43E 39 

45 and over F 22 

Relationship of offender to the victim3   

Person known to the victim 55 43 

Stranger 39E 48 

Other F 8 

Location of the incident   

Private residence of the victim or other private residence 48E 33 

Commercial or institutional establishment 41E 39 

Street or other public place 11E * 22 

Other F 2E 

Presence of a weapon   

Yes 23E 26 

No 75 69 

Don't know/not stated F 6E 

Incident related to the offender's alcohol or drug use   

Yes 69* 52 

No 26E 37 

Don't know/not stated F 11 
See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 9 — continued 
Violent victimization incidents (excluding spousal violence) reported by Canadians, by Aboriginal people 
and non-Aboriginal people, and selected characteristics of the incident, provinces and territories, 2014 

Characteristics 

Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people† 

percent 

Caused physical injuries   

Yes 17E 20 

No 83 80 
E use with caution 
F too unreliable to be published 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
2. Excludes incidents for which there was more than one offender. 
3. Includes incidents for which the victim identified the number of offenders. If there was more than one offender, the relationship is that of the 
offender with the closest relationship to the victim. 
Note: The answers “Don't know” and “Refusal” are included in the calculation of the percentages, but may not appear in the table when they represent 
less than 5% of responses. Because of the inclusion of the answers “Don’t know” and “Refusal” and of rounding, totals may not add up to 100. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  

 
  



Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X  

 

   37 

Juristat Article—Victimization of Aboriginal people in Canada, 2014 

Table 10 
Canadians' perception of crime and safety in their neighbourhood, by Aboriginal people and  
non-Aboriginal people, provinces and territories, 2014 

Selected perception 

Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people† 

                 percent 

Satisfaction with personal safety from crime   

Very satisfied or satisfied 85* 88 

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 8 8 

Dissatisfied or very dissatisfied 6* 3 

Crime in neighbourhood compared with other areas in Canada   

Higher 7* 4 

About the same 20 20 

Lower 72 74 

Activity of crime in neighbourhood over the past five years   

Increased 16* 11 

Decreased 11 9 

Remained the same 69* 74 

Feeling of safety when walking alone at night   

Very safe 50* 44 

Reasonably safe 28* 34 

Somewhat unsafe 5 5 

Very unsafe 2E 1 

Does not walk alone 15 15 

Feeling of safety when alone in your home in the evening or at night   

Very worried about your safety from crime 1E 1 

Somewhat worried about your safety from crime 11 10 

Not at all worried about your safety from crime 80* 84 

Never alone 7 6 
E use with caution 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
Note: The answers “Don't know” and “Refusal” are included in the calculation of the percentages, but do not appear in the table. Because of the 
inclusion of the answers “Don’t know” and “Refusal” and of rounding, totals may not add up to 100. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Table 11 
Canadians' perception of crime and safety in their neighbourhood, by Aboriginal people and  
non-Aboriginal people, and sex, provinces and territories, 2014 

Selected perception 

Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people 

Males† Females Males† Females 

percent 

Satisfaction with personal safety from crime   

Very satisfied or satisfied 89 80*** 91 85* 

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 5E 11* 6 10* 

Dissatisfied or very dissatisfied 5E ** 8E ** 2 3* 

Crime in neighbourhood compared with other areas in Canada   

Higher 7E 6E 4 4 

About the same 18 22 19 20 

Lower 73 70 74 74 

Activity of crime in neighbourhood over the past five years   

Increased 16** 16** 10 12* 

Decreased 12 9 11 8* 

Remained the same 69** 69 74 73 

Feeling of safety when walking alone at night   

Very safe 66 32* 61 28* 

Reasonably safe 24** 33* 31 37* 

Somewhat unsafe 3E 8E * 3 7* 

Very unsafe F 3E 1 2* 

Does not walk alone 6E 24* 4 25* 

Feeling of safety when alone in your home in the evening or at night 

Very worried about your safety from crime F F 0E 1* 

Somewhat worried about your safety from crime 6E 18* 5 15* 

Not at all worried about your safety from crime 87 72*** 91 77* 

Never alone 6E 9 4 8* 
E use with caution 
F too unreliable to be published 
*  significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
**significantly different from non-Aboriginal people category only (p < 0.05) 
*** significantly different from reference category and non-Aboriginal people category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
Note: The answers “Don't know” and “Refusal” are included in the calculation of the percentages, but do not appear in the table. Because of the 
inclusion of the answers “Don’t know” and “Refusal” and of rounding, totals may not add up to 100. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Table 12 
Canadians' use of crime prevention measures, by Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people, 
provinces and territories, 2014 

Selected type of crime prevention measure taken at some point  
in one's life 

Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people† 

                 percent 

Changed your routine/activities or avoided certain people/places 33* 27 

Installed new locks or security bars 23* 26 

Installed burglar alarm/motion detector/video surveillance 29* 33 

Took a self defence course 14 12 

Obtained a dog 17* 9 

Changed residence or moved 7* 4 

Carry something to defend yourself or to alert other people 17* 12 

When alone and returning to a parked car, check the back seat for intruders 
before getting into the car 

38 35 

Plan your route with safety in mind 47* 39 

Stay at home at night because you are afraid to go out alone 8* 6 

Lock windows and doors at home 81* 85 

Rather than walk, use your car/taxi/public transportation for your personal 
safety 

31 28 

*  significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
Note: The answers “Don't know” and “Refusal” are included in the calculation of the percentages. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  

 
 
  



Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X 

 

 40 

Juristat Article—Victimization of Aboriginal people in Canada, 2014 

Table 13 
Canadians' use of crime prevention measures, by Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people,  
and sex, provinces and territories, 2014  

Selected type of crime prevention measure taken at 
some point in one's life 

Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people 

Males† Females Males† Females 

percent 

Changed your routine/activities or avoided certain 
people/places 

27 41*** 23 30* 

Installed new locks or security bars 19** 27* 25 26 

Installed burglar alarm/motion detector/video surveillance 26** 32 32 33 

Took a self defence course 13 15 11 13* 

Obtained a dog 15** 18** 8 11* 

Changed residence or moved 6E 8** 3 5* 

Carry something to defend yourself or to alert other people 14E ** 21*** 8 16* 

When alone and returning to a parked car, check the back 
seat for intruders before getting into the car 

27 49* 23 47* 

Plan your route with safety in mind 39** 55*** 29 49* 

Stay at home at night because you are afraid to go out alone 2E 14*** 2 10* 

Lock windows and doors at home 76** 86* 82 88* 

Rather than walk, use your car/taxi/public transportation for 
your personal safety 

21 42* 18 38* 

E use with caution 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
** significantly different from non-Aboriginal people category only (p < 0.05) 
*** significantly different from reference category and non-Aboriginal people category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
Note: The answers “Don't know” and “Refusal” are included in the calculation of the percentages. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Table 14 
Canadians' perception of local police, by Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people, and selected 
tasks, provinces and territories, 2014  

Perception of local police 

Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people† 

Good Average Poor Good Average Poor 

percent 

Enforcing the laws 50* 38* 10* 62 29 4 

Promptly responding to calls 47* 31* 13* 57 21 5 

Being approachable and easy to talk to 61* 25* 10* 66 20 5 

Providing information to the public on ways to 
prevent crime 

51* 27 15* 56 27 7 

Ensuring safety of citizens in area 59* 31* 8* 67 24 4 

Treating people fairly 53* 27* 14* 62 23 6 

Perception of local police 

Aboriginal people in the territories Aboriginal people in the provinces† 

Good Average Poor Good Average Poor 

percent 

Enforcing the laws 41* 41 14* 50 38 10 

Promptly responding to calls 38* 32 23* 47 31 12 

Being approachable and easy to talk to 59 25 10 61 25 10 

Providing information to the public on ways to 
prevent crime 

39* 31 23* 52 27 15 

Ensuring safety of citizens in area 54 32 9 59 31 8 

Treating people fairly 49 31 15 54 27 14 

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
Note: The answers “Don't know” and “Refusal” are included in the calculation of the percentages, but do not appear in the table. Because of the 
inclusion of the answers “Don’t know” and “Refusal” and of rounding, totals may not add up to 100. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Table 15 
Canadians' perception of local police, by Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people, and sex, and 
selected tasks, provinces and territories, 2014  

Perception of local 
police 

Aboriginal people1 Non-Aboriginal people 

Males† Females Males† Females 

Good Average Poor Good Average Poor Good Average Poor Good Average Poor 

percent 

Enforcing the laws 50** 39** 9E ** 49** 37** 11** 61 30 5 63* 28* 4* 

Promptly responding to 
calls 

45** 32** 12** 48** 30** 13** 56 22 6 57 20* 4* 

Being approachable 
and easy to talk to 

60** 24 11** 62 26** 8E ** 66 21 6 66 19* 4* 

Providing information to 
the public on ways to 
prevent crime 

53 25 16** 50** 29 15** 55 28 8 57* 26* 7* 

Ensuring safety of 
citizens in area 

59** 33** 7E ** 60** 29** 8** 67 25 4 67 24 3 

Treating people fairly 54** 27 12E ** 53** 27 15** 63 23 7 62 22 5* 
E use with caution 
* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
** significantly different from non-Aboriginal people category only (p < 0.05) 
† reference category 
1. Includes those who self-identified as First Nation, Métis or Inuit. 
Note: The answers “Don't know” and “Refusal” are included in the calculation of the percentages, but do not appear in the table. Because of the 
inclusion of the answers “Don’t know” and “Refusal” and of rounding, totals may not add up to 100. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  
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Model 1 
Logistic regression: risk of violent victimization, by selected characteristics, provinces and territories, 2014 

Independent variables Odds ratio 

Age 0.97*** 

Number of evening activities during the month preceding the survey 1.02*** 

Sex and Aboriginal identity   

Aboriginal male n.s. 

Aboriginal female 2.00* 

Non-Aboriginal male Reference 

Non-Aboriginal female n.s. 

Physically or sexually maltreated by an adult before age 15 (categorized)1   

Physically and sexually maltreated Reference 

Sexually maltreated only n.s. 

Physically maltreated only 0.59** 

No 0.35*** 

Used drugs during the month preceding the survey2   

No Reference 

Yes, at least once 1.91*** 

Five or more alcoholic drinks in one sitting (binge drinking) during the month preceding the survey   

No Reference 

Yes, at least once 1.35** 

Ever been homeless or temporarily lived somewhere because you had nowhere else to live3   

No Reference 

Yes 1.68*** 

Self-rated mental health4   

Good, very good, or excellent Reference 

Fair or poor 1.97*** 

Disability   

No Reference 

Yes 1.30* 

Perceives social disorder in neighbourhood5   

No Reference 

Yes 1.99*** 

Sense of belonging to community   

Very strong or somewhat strong Reference 

Somewhat weak or very weak 1.29* 
See notes at the end of the table. 
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Model 1 — continued 
Logistic regression: risk of violent victimization, by selected characteristics, provinces and territories, 2014 

Independent variables Odds ratio 

Likelihood that neighbours call the police if witness what seems like criminal behaviour   

Very likely or somewhat likely Reference 

Somewhat unlikely or not at all likely 1.47* 

Marital status   

Married or common-law Reference 

Separated, divorced, or widowed 1.60** 

Single, never-married n.s. 

* significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05) 
** significantly different from reference category (p < 0.01) 
*** significantly different from reference category (p < 0.0001) 
1. Childhood maltreatment, as measured by the survey, includes experiencing at least one of the following, at least once, before the age of 15: being 
slapped or hit by an adult; being pushed, grabbed, shoved or had something thrown at you by an adult; being physically attacked (e.g., kicked, bit, 
punched, choked, burned) by an adult; being touched by an adult against your will; being forced into unwanted sexual activity by an adult. 
2. Includes the use of marijuana, hashish, hashish oil, any other product derived from cannabis, or any other non-prescription drug (e.g., magic 
mushrooms, cocaine, speed, methamphetamines, ecstasy, PCP, mescaline or heroin). 
3. Includes people who have previously been homeless or have had to live with relatives, friends or in their vehicle because they had nowhere else to go. 
4. Based on a self-assessment of mental health. 
5. Includes persons who responded that at least one of the following situations was a big or moderate problem in their neighbourhood: noisy 
neighbours or loud parties; people hanging around on the streets; garbage or litter lying around; vandalism; people being attacked because of their 
skin colour, ethnic origin or religion; people using or dealing drugs; people being drunk or rowdy in public places. 
Note: Only significant characteristics were retained in the final model. For all the variables tested, see the variables presented in Tables 5 to 7. 
Aboriginal identity was also tested in the original model. 
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, 2014.  

 
 


