Component of Statistics Canada catalogue no. 85-002-X
Juristat
ISSN 1209-6393

Ju

Homicide in Canada, 2012

by Jillian Boyce and Adam Cotter

Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics

Released on December 19, 2013

1«1

Bel S goiiee Canada



How to obtain more information

For information about this product or the wide range of services and data available from Statistics Canada, visit our website,
www.statcan.gc.ca.

You can also contact us by
email at infostats@statcan.gc.ca,

telephone, from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the following toll-free numbers:

« Statistical Information Service 1-800-263-1136
* National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired 1-800-363-7629
+ Faxline 1-877-287-4369

Depository Services Program
* Inquiries line 1-800-635-7943
+ Faxline 1-800-565-7757

To access this product

This product, Catalogue no. 85-002-X, is available free in electronic format. To obtain a single issue, visit our website,
www.statcan.gc.ca, and browse by “Key resource” > “Publications.”

Standards of service to the public

Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, reliable and courteous manner. To this end, Statistics Canada
has developed standards of service that its employees observe. To obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact
Statistics Canada toll-free at 1-800-263-1136. The service standards are also published on www.statcan.gc.ca under “About us” >
“The agency” > “Providing services to Canadians.”

] - . - Standard symbols
Published by authority of the Minister responsible for
Statistics Canada The following symbols are used in Statistics Canada
publications:
© Minister of Industry, 2013. . not available for any reference period
.. not available for a specific reference period
All rights reserved. Use of this publication is governed by the ... not applicable
Statistics Canada Open Licence Agreement (http://www. 0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
statcan.gc.ca/reference/licence-eng.html). 0s value rounded to O (zero) where there is a meaningful
distinction between true zero and the value that was
Cette publication est aussi disponible en francais. o roungd
preliminary
L. r revised
Note of appreciation X suppressed to meet the confidentiality requirements of the
Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a . Statistics Act
long-standing partnership between Statistics Canada, the use with caution )
citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other f too unreliable to be published
institutions. Accurate and timely statistical information could not significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)

be produced without their continued co-operation and goodwill.


http://www.statcan.gc.ca/
mailto:infostats%40statcan.gc.ca?subject=
http://www.statcan.gc.ca
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/reference/licence-eng.html
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/reference/licence-eng.html

Juristat Article—Homicide in Canada, 2012

Homicide in Canada, 2012: highlights

Canadian police services reported 543 homicides in 2012, 55 fewer than the previous year. As a
result, the homicide rate fell 10% in 2012 to 1.56 victims per 100,000 population, the lowest rate
since 1966.

The largest drop in the number of homicides in 2012 was for victims between the ages of 18 to 24,
down 44 from the previous year. As a result, the homicide rate for this age group, which has
consistently had the highest rate for more than a decade, was comparable to the rate for those aged
25 to 34.

The greatest decreases in the number of homicides were recorded in Alberta (-24), British Columbia
(-16) and Saskatchewan (-9). Quebec (+3), the Northwest Territories (+2) and Ontario (+1) were
the only provinces and territory to report increases in the humber of homicides in 2012 from the
previous year.

As in previous years, homicide rates were generally highest in the western and northern parts of the
country. For the eighth consecutive year, the homicide rate was highest in Nunavut (14.84 per
100,000 population). Among the provinces, Manitoba reported the highest homicide rate in 2012 at
4.10 per 100,000 population, followed by Saskatchewan (2.69).

Among census metropolitan areas, Thunder Bay reported the highest homicide rate in 2012 at 5.81
per 100,000 population, followed by Winnipeg (4.09), Regina (3.06) and Halifax (2.90). For the
second year in a row, both Moncton and Kingston reported no homicides. There were also no
homicides in Guelph, Brantford and St. John’s in 2012.

Despite an overall decrease in the humber of homicides committed in 2012, the number of fatal
shootings increased. In total, 172 victims were killed by a firearm in 2012, 14 more than the previous
year. In contrast, the number of fatal stabbings decreased by 40 victims, down from 204 victims in
2011 to 164 victims in 2012.

Even though there was an increase in shootings in 2012, the rate of firearm-related homicides
remained among the lowest in almost 50 years. As has been the case for the past 20 years, handguns
continued to account for the majority (65%) of homicides involving firearms.

With 95 gang-related homicides in 2012, the rate remained stable for the third year in a row at 0.27
victims per 100,000 population. Saskatchewan reported the highest rate of gang-related homicide in
2012 at 0.74 per 100,000 population, nearly triple the national rate. The majority (75%) of gang-
related homicides continued to involve a firearm in 2012.

Among solved homicides, most (84%) victims were killed by someone they knew, usually an
acquaintance or a family member. The number of homicides committed by strangers decreased
slightly from 2011 to 2012, resulting in the lowest rate of homicide committed by a stranger (0.19
per 100,000 population) in more than 40 years.

There were 82 intimate partner homicides in 2012, 7 fewer than the previous year. The rate of
intimate partner homicide was 0.28 per 100,000 population in 2012, consistent with rates recorded
over the previous five years. Rates of intimate partner homicide continued to be higher for females
than males, regardless of the age group.

There were 34 youth (12 to 17 years) accused of homicide in 2012, 12 fewer than the previous year.
As a result, the rate of youth accused of homicide decreased to 1.42 per 100,000 youth population,
the lowest rate in over a decade.
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Homicide in Canada, 2012
by Jillian Boyce and Adam Cotter

Homicide remains a relatively rare event in Canada, representing less than 1% of all violent crime in 2012
(Perreault 2013). Nevertheless, homicide is the most serious criminal offence, with devastating consequences
for families of victims, and requiring significant resources from all aspects of the Canadian criminal justice
system. As such, it is important to examine the nature and extent of homicide in Canada, not only because of
its severity, but also because it is considered to be a fairly reliable barometer of violence in society (United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 2011).

Since 1961, Statistics Canada has been collecting police-reported information on homicide incidents, victims
and accused persons through the Homicide Survey. This Juristat article uses data from the 2012 Homicide
Survey to report on the short and long term trends in homicide at the national, provincial/territorial and
census metropolitan area (CMA) levels. Furthermore, the characteristics of homicides are discussed, including
gender differences, the methods used to commit homicide, the involvement of gangs and organized crime
groups, the likelihood of being solved, the relationship between accused persons and victims, incidents
involving intimate partners, and the involvement of youth.

Lowest homicide rate since 1966

Following a year of increase, the number of homicides declined in 2012. In total, Canadian police services
reported 543 homicides in 2012, 55 fewer than the previous year (Table 1a). This resulted in a homicide rate
of 1.56 per 100,000 population (Table 1b), representing a 10% decrease from 2011 and the lowest homicide
rate since 1966.

The 2012 decline in the homicide rate continues a general downward trend evident since the rate peaked in
1975 (Chart 1). Similarly, despite annual fluctuations, the rate of attempted murders has also declined over
the past three decades. While the number of attempted murders increased by 11 victims between 2011 and
2012, the rate remained one of the lowest in the past 40 years (1.94 per 100,000 population) (Perreault
2013).
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Chart 1
Homicides and attempted murders, Canada, 1961 to 2012
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There were fewer homicides committed against both males and females in 2012. While the homicide rate for
males reached its lowest point in more than 40 years in 2012 (2.24 per 100,000 male population), the
homicide rate for females in 2012 (0.88 per 100,000 female population) was, for the most part, similar to
rates recorded in recent years (Chart 2). Regardless, males continued to account for the majority of homicide
victims in 2012 (71% versus 29% for females) (Table 2).
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Chart 2
Homicides, by sex of victim, Canada, 1982 to 2012
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The number of homicide victims also declined among almost all age groups in 2012. The largest decrease
was in the number of homicides committed against 18- to 24-year-olds, which dropped from 139 victims in
2011 to 95 victims in 2012. This was the result of fewer homicides among this age group within the majority
of provinces and territories, in particular, British Columbia (-16), Alberta (-8) and Quebec (-8). This drop
resulted in one of the lowest homicide rates for 18- to 24-year-olds in about 40 years, and was also the first
time in over a decade that homicide rates were not highest for this age group. In contrast, the number of
victims between the ages of 25 and 34 increased from 123 in 2011 to 139 in 2012, resulting in a homicide
rate that was comparable to that of 18- to 24-year-olds (Chart 3).
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Chart3
Homicides, by age group of victim, Canada, 2012

rate per 100,000
population

4.5

4.0 m =012

35 O 2002 to 2011 average

3.0
2.5

2.0

i ﬂﬂﬂ[

0to1ll lZtol7 13 to 24 25 to 34 35 to 44 45 to 54 S5 to 64 65 and older  Total

Age group (years)

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Certre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey,

Text box 1
International comparisons of homicide

The homicide rate continues to be one of the best measures for comparing crime across countries since it is
the most likely to be thoroughly investigated and reliably reported in official crime statistics (United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime 2011; Shaw et al. 2003). In addition, definitions for counting homicide are
generally similar internationally (Nivette 2011; Van Dijk 2008), allowing for comparisons to be made.

Canada’s homicide rate remains higher than the majority of its peer countries.* More specifically, in 2012,
Canada’s homicide rate ranked fifth highest among the 17 countries determined to be most comparable to
Canada. While Canada’s homicide rate of 1.56 per 100,000 population was about four times higher than
Japan, the peer country with the lowest homicide rate, it remained well below the American homicide rate of
4.67 per 100,000 population (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 2011) (Chart 4).
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Chart4
Homicide rates, by peer countries, 2012
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Homicides decline in most provinces and territories in 2012

Homicides decreased in almost all provinces and territories in 2012. The largest declines were in Alberta (-
24), British Columbia (-16) and Saskatchewan (-9) which, combined, accounted for 49 fewer homicides in
2012 (Table 1a). Quebec (+3), the Northwest Territories (+2) and Ontario (+1) were the only provinces and
territory to report increases in homicides in 2012.

Despite the drop in homicides in the west, homicide rates continued to typically be higher in the western and
northern parts of the country. For the eighth consecutive year, Nunavut (14.84 per 100,000 population)
reported the highest rate with a total of five homicides in 2012 (Table 1b). The Northwest Territories, also
with five homicides in 2012, reported the second highest rate in the country (11.53), and was the highest
rate recorded in the territory since 1992.% 3

As has been the case in previous years, the highest provincial homicide rate in 2012 was in Manitoba (4.10
per 100,000 population), although the rate decreased 3% from the previous year. While Saskatchewan had
the second highest homicide rate among the provinces in 2012 (2.69 per 100,000 population), it was the
lowest rate recorded in that province since the early 2000s and was lower than the average rate of homicide
recorded in Saskatchewan over the past decade (Chart 5). The homicide rate in British Columbia was at its
lowest point since recording began in 1961, and for the first time, the province reported a homicide rate
similar to the national rate (1.54 and 1.56, respectively).
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Chart5
Homicides, by province, 2012
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Following Yukon and Prince Edward Island, where there were no homicides in 2012, the lowest rates of
homicide were in Newfoundland and Labrador (0.59) and New Brunswick (0.79). After recording its lowest
rate of homicide in 45 years in 2011, the homicide rate remained stable in Ontario in 2012 at 1.20 per
100,000 population.

Thunder Bay records highest homicide rate in 2012

For the second time in three years, Thunder Bay recorded the highest homicide rate among all census
metropolitan areas (CMAs).* With a total of 7 homicides,® the 2012 rate in Thunder Bay (5.81) was well
above its rate from 2011 and triple its previous 10-year average rate (Table 3). Despite a decrease in
homicides between 2011 and 2012, Winnipeg (4.09) reported the second highest homicide rate among all
CMAs in 2012, followed by Regina (3.06) and Halifax (2.90) (Chart 6).
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Chart6
Homicides, by census metropolitan area, 2012
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For the second year in a row, both Moncton and Kingston recorded no homicides; Guelph, Brantford and St.
John’s also had no homicides in 2012. Similar to findings at the provincial level, Edmonton saw the greatest
decrease in the number of homicides, with 17 fewer victims in 2012 than in 2011. This resulted in a homicide
rate of 2.68, compared to 4.17 in 2011, and was lower than its average rate of homicide over the past
decade (3.23). Halifax, which recorded its highest homicide rate in 2011 since CMA data first became
available in 1981, saw a similar drop, down from 4.40 in 2011 to 2.90 in 2012.

While there may be a common perception that homicide in Canada, and violent crime more generally, is a big
city phenomenon (Francisco and Chénier 2007), homicide rates within Canadian cities are generally below or
similar to overall averages. More specifically, of the five largest cities in Canada (those with a population
greater than one million), only Edmonton reported a homicide rate that was higher than the national rate.

10 Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X


http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2013001/article/11882-eng.htm#r2

Juristat Article—Homicide in Canada, 2012

Text box 2
Homicide in U.S. metropolitan areas

Similar to Canadian CMAs, homicide rates vary across large metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs) in the
United States. Among MSAs with a population greater than one million, homicide rates ranged from a low of
1.79 per 100,000 population in Raleigh, North Carolina to a high of 20.41 per 100,000 population in New
Orleans, Louisiana.

There were five CMAs with a population greater than one million in Canada in 2012: Toronto, Montréal,
Vancouver, Calgary and Edmonton. Of these five CMAs, all but Edmonton recorded homicide rates that were
lower than the American MSAs of comparable size. For instance, both the largest MSA, New York, and the
one closest in size to Toronto, Washington, each had homicide rates nearly three times higher than Toronto’s
in 2012.

Text table 1
Homicides, U.S. metropolitan statistical areas with greater than 1,000,000 population, 2012

Population Homicide
Metropolitan statistical area® 2 number number rate
New Orleans, LA 1,220,047 249 20.41
Memphis, TN-MS-AR 1,343,608 153 11.39
Detroit, MI 4,288,943 469 10.94
Baltimore, MD 2,755,459 262 9.51
Birmingham, AL 1,136,805 105 9.24
Philadelphia, PA-NJ-DE-MD 6,012,363 517 8.60
Oklahoma City, OK 1,285,907 103 8.01
Jacksonville, FL 1,378,810 110 7.98
Kansas City, MO-KS 2,033,239 156 7.67
St. Louis, MO-IL 2,798,017 202 7.22
Chicago, IL-IN-WI 9,511,421 675 7.10
Milwaukee, WI 1,566,214 107 6.83
Richmond, VA 1,232,458 84 6.82
Virginia Beach, VA-NC 1,703,542 116 6.81
San Francisco, CA 4,431,755 288 6.50
Miami, FL 5,747,489 364 6.33
Louisville, KY-IN 1,248,616 77 6.17
Atlanta, GA 5,434,540 333 6.13
Tucson, AZ 1,000,369 57 5.70
Houston, TX 6,150,496 349 5.67
Indianapolis, IN 1,915,784 108 5.64
Phoenix, AZ 4,309,766 228 5.29
San Antonio, TX 2,227,800 114 5.12
Nashville, TN 1,712,682 87 5.08
Los Angeles, CA 13,064,838 651 4.98
Orlando, FL 2,200,987 109 4.95
Las Vegas, NV 1,995,735 95 4.76
Buffalo, NY 1,140,160 54 4.74
Pittsburgh, PA 2,363,571 99 4.19
Dallas, TX 6,680,025 277 4.15
Riverside, CA 4,344,917 178 4.10
Rochester, NY 1,086,565 44 4.05
Denver, CO 2,635,467 103 3.91
Tampa, FL 2,863,265 111 3.88
Sacramento, CA 2,196,416 84 3.82
Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X 11
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New York, NY-NJ-PA 19,791,750 748 3.78
Hartford, CT 1,023,883 37 3.61
Washington, DC-VA-MD-WV 5,826,080 210 3.60
Cincinnati, OH-KY-IN 2,123,695 74 3.48
San Diego, CA 3,169,187 107 3.38
San Jose, CA 1,882,748 56 2.97
Seattle, WA 3,534,349 104 2.94
Providence, RI-MA 1,604,098 38 2.37
Portland, OR-WA 2,279,873 54 2.37
Minneapolis, MN-WI 3,408,532 76 2.23
Salt Lake City, UT 1,123,286 25 2.23
Austin, TX 1,810,230 39 2.15
Boston, MA-NH 4,629,025 95 2.05
Raleigh, NC 1,175,043 21 1.79

1. A metropolitan statistical area (MSA) includes one or more adjacent counties or county equivalents that have at least

one urban core area of at least 50,000 population, plus adjacent territory that has a high degree of social and economic
integration with the core as measured by commuting ties. This definition is similar to that of a census metropolitan area
(CMA). The FBI publishes data for all MSAs on an annual basis, provided that at least 75% of all law enforcement agencies

in the MSA provide data and the urban centres submit 12 months of completed data. As a result, some MSAs with over
1,000,000 population may not appear in this table.

2. An MSA can include more than one urban core and can cross state lines. For the purposes of this table, only the largest

city in an MSA is shown.

Note: Rates are calculated per 100,000 population. Rates may not match figures published by the FBI, as the humbers presented
here are reported cases and the FBI calculates rates based on estimated totals where coverage is not 100%. In 2012, all MSAs
presented on this table had coverage rates greater than 95%, with the exception of Indianapolis (85%).

Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation, Uniform Crime Report, Table 6: Crime in the United States by Metropolitan Statistical
Agency, 2012.

Firearm-related homicides increase in 2012, stabbings decrease

As has been the case for more than 30 years, shootings and stabbings continued to be the most common
methods to commit homicide in 2012. There were 172 shootings in 2012, up from 158 in 2011, accounting
for 33% of all homicides (Table 4). As such, the rate of firearm-related homicide increased from 0.46 per
100,000 population in 2011 to 0.49 per 100,000 population in 2012 (Chart 7), but remained among the
lowest rates in almost 50 years.
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Chart 7
Homicides, by most common method, Canada, 1982 to 2012
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The risk of firearm-related homicide remained higher in some areas of the country than others, with Nova
Scotia (0.84), Alberta (0.75) and Saskatchewan (0.74) reporting the highest rates in 2012. Despite an
increase in the number of shootings in Ontario in 2012 (up by 11 victims from 2011), the rate remained
below the national rate (0.43 and 0.49, respectively). Among CMAs, Halifax recorded the highest rate of
firearm-related homicide at 1.93 victims per 100,000 population (Table 5), almost four times higher than the
national rate. In contrast to homicide rates in general, the risk of firearm-related homicide continued to be
higher, as a whole, for CMAs (0.54) than non-CMAs (0.38).

Coinciding with the overall decrease in homicides, the number of fatal stabbings declined in 2012. In total,
there were 164 stabbings in 2012, down 40 from 2011, accounting for 31% of all homicides. As such, the
rate of stabbings declined to 0.47 per 100,000 population and was one of the lowest rates recorded in almost
40 years.

The largest decreases in the number of fatal stabbings were recorded in British Columbia (-18), Alberta (-12)
and Saskatchewan (-10). Manitoba, however, reported seven more stabbings in 2012 than the previous year,
which resulted in a rate for Manitoba that was more than quadruple the national rate (2.05 versus 0.47).
When looking at the rate of stabbings by CMA, both Thunder Bay and Winnipeg reported rates that were
much higher than the national rate (2.49 and 1.98, respectively) (Table 5).

The number of fatal beatings also decreased in 2012, down 13 from the previous year, and was the lowest
rate of homicides from beatings in more than 40 years (0.32 per 100,000 population).

Furthermore, 2012 also marked the first time since this information became available in 1997 that there
were no homicides from Shaken Baby Syndrome. Despite there being no homicides resulting from Shaken
Baby Syndrome, 16 children under the age of 3 were killed in 2012, 1 more than the previous year.

Handguns continue to be the most common type of firearm used in shootings

Prior to the early 1990s, homicides committed with a firearm most frequently involved a rifle or a shotgun;
however, beginning in 1991, this trend shifted with handguns becoming more commonly used (Chart 8). In
2012, handguns accounted for the majority (65%) of firearm-related homicides, followed by rifles or
shotguns (24%), sawed-off rifles or shotguns (5%), fully automatic firearms (5%) and other firearm-like
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weapons (e.g., nail gun, pellet gun) (1%) (Table 6). As such, the 2012 rate of homicide committed with a

handgun (0.31) was almost triple the rate for a rifle or shotgun (0.11).

Chartg

Firearm-related homicides,; by selected type of firearm, Canada,
1982 to 2012
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Certain types of firearms were more likely to be used to commit homicide in some areas of the country than
in others. For instance, while the majority of firearm-related homicides that occurred in a CMA in 2012 were
committed with a handgun (76%), the majority of firearm-related homicides occurring outside of CMAs
involved a rifle or shotgun (60%). Some exceptions did exist, however, such as in Winnipeg, where the
proportion of firearm-related homicides committed with a handgun (40%) was equal to firearm-related
homicides committed with a sawed-off rifle or shotgun (40%). Among Canada’s three largest CMAs, Toronto

recorded the highest proportion of firearm-related homicides involving a handgun (87%), followed by

Montréal (67%) and Vancouver (65%).

Gang-related homicides remain stable for third consecutive year

The Homicide Survey allows police to classify a homicide as “gang-related” when they suspect that it

occurred as a consequence of activities involving an organized crime group or a street gang. Since these data
became available in 1991, the rate of gang-related homicides had generally been increasing until peaking in

2008 (Chart 9). With 95 homicides considered by police to be gang-related in 2012, the rate of gang-related
homicide remained stable for the third year in a row at 0.27 victims per 100,000 population.
14 Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X


http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2013001/article/11882/tbl/tbl06-eng.htm
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2013001/definitions-eng.htm#g2

Juristat Article—Homicide in Canada, 2012

Chart9
Gang-related homicides, Canada, 1992 to 2012
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Rates of gang-related homicide continued to typically be highest in the western region of the country.
Despite having one less gang-related homicide than the previous year, the rate of gang-related homicide in
Saskatchewan was the highest in the country and was nearly triple the national rate (0.74 versus 0.27 per
100,000 population) (Table 7). Manitoba, which in recent years, has reported some of the highest rates of
gang-related homicide in the country, reported seven fewer gang-related homicides in 2012 than in the
previous year, dropping to its lowest rate since 2002 (0.39 per 100,000 population).

Among census metropolitan areas, Saskatoon reported the highest rate of gang-related homicides in 2012
(Table 8). With a total of five gang-related homicides in Saskatoon in 2012, this city’s rate (1.73) was more
than six times higher than the national rate (0.27). Among Canada’s three largest CMAs, both Vancouver
(0.65) and Montréal (0.45) reported rates of gang-related homicide that were above the national rate,
whereas Toronto’s rate (0.25) was similar to the national rate. In contrast to homicide rates in general, the
rate of gang-related homicide was higher, as a whole, for CMAs than non-CMAs (0.33 versus 0.13), a finding
that has held true since the early 1990s.

Firearms used to commit most gang-related homicides

Gang-related homicides exhibit some distinct characteristics when compared to homicides that are not gang-
related. For instance, most gang-related homicides are committed with a firearm. More specifically, in 2012,
three-quarters (75%) of gang-related homicides involved a firearm, compared to just under one-quarter
(21%) of homicides that were non-gang-related. Furthermore, of firearm-related homicides, handguns were
used in 80% of gang-related homicides compared to 48% of non-gang-related homicides.

Gang-related homicides are also more likely to have ties to the illegal drug business, such as drug dealing,
trafficking or the settling of drug-related accounts or debts. In 2012, 68% of gang-related homicides involved
drugs, usually cocaine, compared to 11% of non-gang-related homicides. As such, the majority of gang-
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related homicides were motivated by a settling of accounts (70%) or financial gain (14%). In contrast,
homicides that were not gang-related were most commonly motivated by an argument or quarrel (39%) or
frustration, anger, despair (24%).

Majority of homicides in 2012 were solved

In 2012, slightly more than three-quarters (76%) of homicides that came to the attention of police were
cleared (also referred to as solved) by police, either through the laying or recommending of a charge, suicide
of the accused, or by some other means (e.g., death of the accused not resulting from suicide).® Of the
homicides that were solved in 2012, the majority resulted in a charge being laid or recommended by police
(88%), while the remainder were cleared by suicide of the accused (11%) or cleared by other means (1%).

The proportion of solved homicides tends to vary by province and territory. Nunavut, which had the highest
homicide rate in the country, solved 100%, or all five, of its homicides in 2012. Similarly, Manitoba, which
had the highest homicide rate among the provinces, reported the second highest proportion of solved
homicides, with 90% of all homicides being cleared in 2012. In contrast, British Columbia recorded the
lowest proportion of solved homicides in 2012, at slightly more than half (55%), followed closely by Nova
Scotia (59%).

Coinciding with the lower than average homicide clearance rates’ in British Columbia, three of its four CMAs
reported homicide clearance rates below the national average, with Abbotsford-Mission and Vancouver
recording the lowest clearance rates among all CMAs in 2012 (25% and 49%, respectively). In addition,
Halifax also recorded one of the lowest clearance rates in the country with one-half (50%) of all homicides
unsolved in 2012. Generally speaking, homicide clearance rates were lower in CMAs than in non-CMAs.

While variations in clearance rates exist among provinces and territories and among CMAs, several factors
may influence the likelihood of a homicide being solved. For instance, homicides involving gangs, the drug-
trade or firearms have been found to have a lower probability of being solved than other types of homicide
(Hotton Mahoney and Turner 2012; Trussler 2010; Dauvergne and Li 2006). In 2012, 38% of homicides
considered to be gang-related were solved compared to 90% of homicides not considered to be gang-related.
The proportion of solved drug-related homicides was also less than non-drug related homicides (57% versus
88%), as was the proportion of firearm-related homicides versus non-firearm-related homicides (55% versus
89%). Generally speaking, the CMAs with the lowest proportion of homicides involving gangs, drugs or
firearms in 2012 typically had the highest proportion of homicides that were solved in 2012.

Stranger-related homicides at lowest point in more than 40 years

Historical homicide data have consistently shown that solved homicides are much more likely to be
committed by someone known to the victim than by a stranger. In 2012, the rate of homicides committed by
strangers decreased slightly to 0.19 per 100,000 population (Chart 10), its lowest point in more than 40
years. Overall, homicides committed by strangers represented 16% of all solved homicides in 2012, while the
remaining victims were killed by someone known to them (84%).
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Chart 10
Homicides, by accused-victim relationship, Canada,
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Victims continued to most likely be killed by an acquaintance (e.g., a casual acquaintance, close friend or
dating partner) in 2012, accounting for 44% of all solved homicides (Table 9). While the number of
homicides committed by an acquaintance dropped from 213 in 2011 to 178 in 2012, the number of victims in
2012 was comparable to the 10-year average. Part of the decrease among homicides committed by
acquaintances in 2012 can be attributed to fewer homicides committed by casual acquaintances, down 25
victims from the previous year. In contrast, the humber of homicides committed by a close friend increased
from 33 victims in 2011 to 44 victims in 2012.

Among solved homicides, just over one-third (35%) of victims were killed by a family member in 2012. In
total, 143 homicides were committed by a family member in 2012, similar to the number of victims in 2011,
but below the 10-year average of 154 victims. Among family-related homicides in 2012, the majority
continued to be committed by a current or former spouse (43%), followed by a child (20%), a parent (18%),
an extended family member (14%) or a sibling (5%). Homicides committed by family members were more
frequently cleared by suicide of the accused than homicides committed by non-family members (23% versus
4%).

The remainder of homicide victims in 2012 (5%) were killed by someone with whom the victim had a criminal
relationship. Overall, 20 victims were killed by criminal acquaintances in 2012, similar to the previous year,
but substantially less than the previous 10-year average.

While the majority of homicide victims are killed by someone known to them, the type of relationship shared
between the victim and accused differs for males and females. For example, the proportion of female victims
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killed by a family member in 2012 was triple that of male victims (63% versus 21%). In contrast, males
were more frequently killed by an acquaintance (52%) or a stranger (20%) than female victims (28% and
8%, respectively).

Intimate partner homicides stable in recent years

Intimate partner violence, which includes violence by a current or former spouse or common-law partner,
current or former dating partner, or other intimate relationship, accounts for about one-quarter (26%) of all
violent crimes that come to the attention of police (Sinha 2013). Similarly, intimate partner homicide made
up one in five (20%) solved homicides in 2012. In total, there were 82 intimate partner homicides in Canada
in 2012 - 7 fewer than the previous year — with the majority (83%) involving a female victim. The rate of
intimate partner homicide in 2012 was 0.28 per 100,000 population, consistent with rates recorded over the
previous five years (Chart 11).

Chart 11
Intimate partnerhomicides, by sex of victim, Canada,
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The rates of intimate partner homicide have consistently been higher for females than for males across all
age groups, ranging from 8 times higher for those between 15 and 24 years of age to about double those
between 55 and 64 years of age since 2002 (Chart 12). For both males and females, the rates of intimate
partner homicide were highest for those between 25 and 34 years of age.
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Chart 12
Intimate partnerhomicides, by sex and age group of victim,
Canada, 2002 to 2012
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Of all intimate partner homicides in 2012, just under one-half (46%) were committed by a current or former
legally married spouse (Chart 13). About one-quarter (27%) were committed by a current or former
common-law partner, the lowest proportion of such homicides since 1999. Other intimate relationships
accounted for 22% of all intimate partner homicides in 2012, while the remaining 5% involved same-sex

couples.®

Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X

19


http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2013001/article/11882-eng.htm#n8

Juristat Article— Homicide in Canada, 2012

Chart123
Intimate partner homicides, by relationship type, Canada,
1992 to 2012
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As has been the case since 1991, the majority (94%) of intimate partner homicides in 2012 involved a single
victim. That said, there were five incidents in 2012 that involved multiple victims, such as children or friends
of the victim. In three of the five incidents, the motivation was jealousy.

Homicides related to illegal professions increase in 2012

Some professions, both legal and illegal, put people at greater risk of violence and homicide than others
(Perreault 2012). Since 1997 the Homicide Survey has collected information on whether or not the homicide
was a direct result of the victim’s profession. In 2012, 82 homicides resulted from activities associated with
the victim’s profession, 9 more than the previous year.

This increase was driven solely by homicides associated with victims employed in illegal professions, such as
drug dealing, drug trafficking or prostitution.’ However, despite an increase in the number of homicides
resulting from working in an illegal occupation, the number of victims in 2012 remained substantially lower
than the previous 10-year average (68 victims versus 93 victims). Among the 68 victims who were killed as
a result of his or her employment in an illegal profession in 2012, 5 were sex workers.

In contrast, homicides associated with legal professions decreased in 2012, down 5 victims from the previous
year to 14 victims. While previous research has found that taxi drivers and police officers have the highest
rates of being killed as a result of their occupation (Perreault 2012), there were no homicides involving police
officers or taxi drivers as victims in 2012. Of those killed in 2012 as a result of their legal profession, the
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majority were employed in occupations related to sales and services (e.g., private security, retail service or
food and beverage service).

Persons accused of homicide typically male, young adults

In total, 483 people were accused of homicide in 2012, 69 fewer than in 2011 (Table 2). Of those accused,
approximately 9 in 10 (89%) were male — a proportion that has remained relatively stable over the past
decade.

The majority of accused continued to be relatively young in 2012 with 6 in 10 (60%) accused between the
ages of 18 and 34. Despite a decline in the rate of homicides committed by persons aged 18 to 24, this age
group continued to report the highest rate in 2012 (4.81 per 100,000 population), which has been the case
for about the past 30 years. Rates of those accused of homicide then declined with age.

For many persons accused of homicide, this was not their first offence. In 2012, about 6 in 10 (59%) accused
of homicide had a prior conviction, most commonly for a violent offence. Of those with a prior conviction, 1%
had previously been convicted of homicide, 16% had been convicted of robbery and 47% had been convicted
of another violent offence.

Rate of youth accused of homicide lowest in over a decade

Of those accused of homicide in 2012, 7% were youth (12 to 17 years). In total, 34 youth were accused of
homicide in 2012, 12 fewer than the previous year (Table 10). The rate of youth accused of homicide in 2012
(1.42) marked the lowest rate in over a decade and one of the lowest rates in more than 40 years. There
were fewer homicides committed by both male and female youth.

The rate of female youth accused of homicide was at its lowest point in more than 40 years in 2012 at 0.09
per 100,000 female youth population (Chart 14). In addition, there were seven fewer male youth accused in
2012 than in 2011, and the rate for male youth accused (2.68) was at its lowest point in about a decade.

Chart 14
Youth {12 to 17 years) accused of homicide, by sex, Canada,
1982to 2012
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Homicides committed by youth were more likely than those committed by adults to involve another accused.
In 2012, more than half (53%) of youth accused committed the homicide with at least one other accused
person, compared to slightly less than one-third (31%) of accused persons 18 years of age and over.

Youth accused also appear more likely to be involved in gang-related homicides than adult accused. In total,
almost one-third (30%) of youth accused were involved in a gang-related homicide in 2012 compared to
slightly more than 1 in 10 (13%) adult accused.

There were no children (under the age of 12) accused of homicide in 2012. Over the past decade, a total of
six homicide accused were children, all of which were male. It is important to note that children accused of
homicide, or any offence for that matter, cannot be held criminally responsible in Canada.®

Alcohol and/or drug consumption common in homicide

Research suggests that there is an association between alcohol and drug consumption and violent crime,
including homicide (e.g., Kuhns et al. 2013; Parker 2004). Since 1991, the Homicide Survey has collected
information on whether or not the victim or accused person consumed alcohol, drugs or other intoxicants at
the time of the homicide.

In 2012, 246 persons accused of homicide had consumed alcohol, drugs, or other intoxicants, or 75% of
accused persons for whom the information was known.'? In addition, there were 238 victims of homicides
who had consumed an intoxicant, or 62% of all victims where the information was known.*?

The proportion of all accused who were under the influence of an intoxicating substance remained relatively
consistent across age groups, with the exception of youth accused (92%) who were more often intoxicated
and accused persons 65 years and older (22%) who were less often intoxicated when compared to other age
groups (Chart 15). In contrast, the proportion of victims who had consumed alcohol and/or drugs peaked
among those between 18 and 24 years of age (81%) and then generally decreased with age.
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Chart 15
Homicide victims and accused persons who had consumed
alcohol and/or drugs, by age group, Canada, 2012
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Mental or developmental disorders more common in older accused

Since 1997, the Homicide Survey has collected information about whether or not a person accused of
homicide was suspected of suffering from a mental or developmental disorder (e.g., schizophrenia,
depression, bi-polar disorder, dementia) during the time of the incident. It is important to note that this
information is based on the interpretation and information gathered by the investigating officer and is not
necessarily a medical or clinical diagnosis.

In 2012, police suspected or believed that 74 individuals accused of homicide had a mental or developmental
disorder, or 20% of all accused persons for which this information was available.*® In general, the proportion
of all accused suspected to have a mental or developmental disorder has been increasing since 2003. This
trend continued in 2012, as the proportion of accused persons suspected of having a mental or
developmental disorder reached its highest point since data became available 15 years ago.

Over the past decade, the suspected presence of a mental or developmental disorder was more likely to be

reported among certain subsets of the population. More specifically, of all persons accused of homicide since
2002, a higher prevalence of suspected mental or developmental disorders was reported for females (20%)

than for males (14%). In addition, age was a factor for both sexes. The proportion of accused suspected of

having a mental or developmental disorder was highest for those 65 years and older (Chart 16).
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Chart 16
Persons accused of homicide with a suspected mental or
developmental disorder, by age group, Canada, 2002 to 2012
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Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Harmicide Survey,

Summary

There were 543 homicides in 2012, 55 fewer than the previous year, resulting in the lowest homicide rate
recorded since 1966. Almost all provinces and territories reported a decrease in the humber of homicides in
2012, with the largest declines in Alberta, British Columbia and Saskatchewan. Homicide rates were typically
highest in the western and northern parts of the country.

Shootings and stabbings were the most common methods of homicide in 2012. In total, 172 victims were
killed by a firearm in 2012, 14 more than the previous year, whereas the number of fatal stabbings
decreased by 40, from 204 victims in 2011 to 164 victims in 2012. The rate of gang-related homicides
remained stable for the third consecutive year, with the majority (75%) of gang-related homicides continuing
to be committed with a firearm.

As in previous years, most homicide victims knew their killer, with 84% of solved homicides committed by
someone known to the victim. While the number of homicides committed by a family member or a criminal
acquaintance remained relatively stable from the previous year, those committed by an acquaintance fell.
The number of homicides committed by strangers decreased slightly in 2012, marking the lowest rate of
homicide by a stranger in more than 40 years.

There were 34 youth accused of homicide in 2012, accounting for 7% of all accused persons. The rate of

youth accused in 2012 was at its lowest point in more than 10 years. There were fewer homicides committed
by both male and female youth.

Survey description

The Homicide Survey collects police-reported data on the characteristics of all homicide incidents, victims and
accused persons in Canada. The Homicide Survey began collecting information on all murders in 1961 and
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was expanded in 1974 to include all incidents of manslaughter and infanticide. Although details on these
incidents are not available prior to 1974, counts are available from the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey and
are included in the historical aggregate totals.

Whenever a homicide becomes known to police, the investigating police service completes the survey
questionnaires, which are then sent to Statistics Canada. There are cases where homicides become known to
police months or years after they occurred. These incidents are counted in the year in which they become
known to police. Information on persons accused of homicide are only available for solved incidents (i.e.
where at least one accused has been identified). Accused characteristics are updated as homicide cases are
solved and new information is submitted to the Homicide Survey. For incidents involving more than one
accused, only the relationship between the victim and the closest accused is recorded.
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Notes

10.
11.

12.
13.

14.

Peer countries were determined using a methodology developed by the Conference Board of Canada.
The Conference Board of Canada began by selecting countries deemed “high income” by the World
Bank, then eliminated countries with a population less than one million, as well as countries smaller
than 10,000 square kilometres. Of the remaining countries, the Conference Board of Canada used a
five year average of real income per capita and eliminated any countries that fell below the mean.
Based on this criteria, a total of 17 countries remained.

While rates in the territories tend to be higher than in the provinces, it is important to note that the
actual number of homicides is consistently low. Furthermore, as a result of small populations, minor
changes in the number of homicides can result in considerable year-over-year fluctuations in the
rates.

Prior to 1999, the Northwest Territories included Nunavut.

A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated
around a major urban core. A CMA must have a total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000
or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must have a
high degree of integration with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from
census data. A CMA typically comprises more than one police service.

Includes one homicide committed in a correctional institution in 2012.

While a somewhat lower clearance rate may be expected for recent years since police have had less
time to solve these homicides, previous research has found that the majority of solved homicides
(70%) are solved within a week of occurring, another 25% within the year, and an additional 5%
solved a year or more following the date of the homicide (Dauvergne and Li 2006).

The homicide clearance rate represents the proportion of homicides solved by the police.

The Homicide Survey does not currently collect information on the legal status of same-sex unions,
therefore the same-sex relationship category includes both current and former legal spouses,
common-law partners, as well as dating and other intimate relationships.

Although prostitution is not illegal in Canada, many acts related to sex work are prohibited, such as
public communication for the purpose of prostitution, living off the avails of prostitution, and
operating or using a bawdy house.

See Criminal Code, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-34, s. 13.

The “drugs” category includes both legal and illegal substances. The “other intoxicants” category
includes substances such as glue, aerosols, gasoline or other solvents.

In 2012, this information was unknown or not reported by police for 32% of all accused persons.

In 2012, this information was unknown or not reported by police for 26% of all victims age 12 and
over.

In 2012, this information was unknown or not reported by police for 22% of all accused persons.

26

Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X


http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2013001/article/11882-eng.htm#r1

Juristat Article—Homicide in Canada, 2012

Table 1a
Number of homicides, by province or territory, 1982 to 2012

Difference in

Canada

number from

N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C.! Y.T. N.W.T.2 Nvt. Canada previous year

Year number

1982 6 0 12 13 190 184 35 39 70 109 2 7 667 19
1983 6 0 13 11 190 202 40 33 75 108 1 3 682 15
1984 6 0 15 14 198 190 43 30 54 110 2 5 667 -15
19853 5 1 26 14 219 193 26 28 63 113 6 10 704 37
1986 4 0 15 12 156 139 47 26 64 89 3 14 569 -135
1987 5 0 14 20 174 204 44 30 73 78 0 2 644 75
1988 7 1 11 8 154 186 31 23 66 80 1 8 576 -68
1989 5 1 16 18 215 175 43 22 67 86 2 7 657 81
1990 0 1 9 12 184 182 39 36 74 110 1 12 660 3
1991 10 2 21 17 181 245 42 21 84 128 0 3 754 94
1992 2 0 21 11 166 242 29 32 92 122 2 13 732 -22
1993 7 2 19 11 159 192 31 30 49 120 0 7 627 -105
1994 4 1 19 15 126 192 29 24 66 113 3 4 596 -31
1995 5 1 17 14 135 181 27 21 60 120 4 3 588 -8
1996 7 1 18 9 154 187 45 32 53 125 0 4 635 47
1997 7 0 24 8 132 178 31 25 61 116 1 3 586 -49
1998 7 1 24 5 137 156 33 33 64 90 3 5 558 -28
1999 2 1 13 9 137 162 26 13 61 110 1 1 2 538 -20
2000 6 3 15 10 150 156 30 26 59 85 2 1 3 546 8
2001 1 2 9 8 140 170 34 27 70 84 1 4 3 553 7
2002 2 1 9 9 118 178 36 27 70 126 0 4 2 582 29
2003 5 1 8 8 99 178 43 41 64 94 1 4 3 549 -33
2004 2 0 14 7 111 187 50 39 86 113 7 4 4 624 75
2005 11 0 20 9 100 219 49 43 108 101 1 0 2 663 39
2006 7 1 16 7 93 196 39 42 95 108 0 0 2 606 -57
2007 3 0 13 8 90 202 61 30 88 88 2 2 7 594 -12
2008 5 2 12 3 92 176 54 30 110 117 3 3 4 611 17
2009 1 0 15 12 88 178 57 36 95 118 2 2 6 610 -1
2010 4 0 21 9 84 189 45 34 77 83 1 1 6 554 -56
2011 4 1 22 8 105 161 53 38 109 87 0 3 7 598 44
2012 3 0 17 6 108 162 52 29 85 71 0 5 5 543 -55

... not applicable

1. As a result of investigations in Port Coquitlam, B.C., there were 5 homicides reported in 2007, 5 reported in 2004, 7 reported

in 2003 and 15 included in 2002 that occurred in previous years.

2. Includes Nunavut prior to 1999.

3. Excludes 329 victims in the Air India incident.

Note: There may be a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted
according to the year in which they become known to police and are reported to Statistics Canada.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 1b
Rate of homicides, by province or territory, 1982 to 2012
Percent
change in
rate for
Canada from
previous
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C.! Y.T. N.W.T.2 Nvt. Canada year
Year rate®
1982 1.04 0.00 140 1.84 2.89 2.06 3.34 395 296 3.79 8.17 14.14 2.66 1.7
1983 1.04 0.00 1.50 1.54 2.88 2.23 3.77 3.29 3.14 3.72 4.23 5.88 2.69 1.2
1984 1.03 0.00 1.71 194 299 2.07 4.01 295 2.26 3.73 8.36 9.51 2.60 -3.1
1985* 0.86 0.78 2.94 1.93 3.29 2.08 2.40 2.73 2.62 3.80 24.63 18.38 2.72 4.6
1986 0.69 0.00 1.69 1.65 2.33 147 431 253 2.63 296 12.26 25.60 2.18 -20.0
1987 0.87 0.00 1.57 2.75 2.57 2.12 4.01 290 3.00 2.56 0.00 3.63 2.43 11.7
1988 1.22 0.77 1.23 1.10 2.25 1.89 2.81 2.24 2.69 2.57 3.76 14.37 2.15 -11.7
1989 0.87 0.77 1.77 2.45 3.10 1.73 3.90 2.16 2.69 2.69 7.38 12.27 2.41 12.0
1990 0.00 0.77 0.99 1.62 2.63 1.77 3.53 3.57 291 3.34 3.60 20.37 2.38 -1.1
1991 1.73 1.53 2.29 2.28 2.56 2.35 3.79 2.09 3.24 3.79 0.00 4.92 2.69 12.9
1992 0.34 0.00 2.28 1.47 2.34 229 2.61 3.19 349 3.52 6.64 20.86 2.58 -4.1
1993 1.21 1.51 2.06 1.47 2.22 1.80 2.77 2.98 1.84 3.36 0.00 11.04 2.19 -15.3
1994 0.70 0.75 2.05 2.00 1.75 1.77 2.58 2.38 2.44 3.07 10.10 6.15 2.06 -6.0
1995 0.88 0.74 1.83 1.86 1.87 1.65 2.39 2.07 2.19 3.18 13.14 4.52 2.01 -2.4
1996 1.25 0.74 193 1.20 2.13 1.69 3.97 3.14 191 3.23 0.00 5.93 2.14 6.9
1997 1.27 0.00 2.57 1.06 1.81 1,59 2.73 2.46 2.16 294 3.15 4.44 1.96 -8.6
1998 1.30 0.74 2.58 0.67 1.88 1.37 2.90 3.24 2.21 2.26 9.63 7.44 1.85 -5.6
1999 0.37 0.73 1.39 1.20 1.87 141 2.28 1.28 2.07 2.74 3.25 2.46 7.46 1.77 -4.4
2000 1.14 2.20 161 133 2.04 1.34 261 258 196 2.10 6.57 2.47 10.91 1.78 0.5
2001 0.19 1.46 097 1.07 1.89 143 295 2.70 2.29 2.06 3.32 9.79 10.66 1.78 0.2
2002 0.38 0.73 096 1.20 1.59 1.47 3.11 2.71 2.24 3.07 0.00 9.60 6.94 1.86 4.1
2003 0.96 0.73 0.85 1.07 1.32 1.45 3.69 4.11 2.01 2.28 3.23 9.40 10.23 1.74 -6.5
2004 0.39 0.00 1.49 0.93 1.47 1.51 4.26 3.91 2.65 2.72 22.24 9.24 13.40 1.95 12.6
2005 2.14 0.00 2.13 1.20 1.32 1.75 4.16 4.33 3.25 2.41 3.13 0.00 6.59 2.06 5.2
2006 1.37 0.73 1.71 0.94 1.22 1.55 3.29 4.23 2.78 2.55 0.00 0.00 6.49 1.86 -9.5
2007 0.59 0.00 1.39 1.07 1.17 1.58 5.11 3.00 2.51 2.04 6.14 4,59 22.39 1.80 -3.0
2008 0.99 143 1.28 0.40 1.19 1.36 4.48 296 3.06 2.67 9.06 6.87 12.65 1.83 1.7
2009 0.20 0.00 1.59 1.60 1.12 1.36 4.67 3.50 2.59 2.65 5.93 4,58 18.64 1.81 -1.4
2010 0.78 0.00 2.22 1.20 1.06 1.43 3.64 3.26 2.07 1.83 2.89 2.28 18.28 1.62 -10.2
2011 0.78 0.69 2.32 1.06 1.32 1.20 4.23 3.59 2.89 1.90 0.00 6.79 20.86 1.73 6.8
2012 0.59 0.00 1.79 0.79 1.34 1.20 4.10 2.69 2.19 1.54 0.00 11.53 14.84 1.56 -10.2

... not applicable

1. As a result of investigations in Port Coquitlam, B.C., there were 5 homicides reported in 2007, 5 reported in 2004, 7 reported

in 2003 and 15 included in 2002 that occurred in previous years.

2. Includes Nunavut prior to 1999.

3. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st population estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography
Division.

4. Excludes 329 victims in the Air India incident.

Note: There may be a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted
according to the year in which they become known to police and reported to Statistics Canada.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 2
Homicide victims and accused persons, by sex, Canada, 2002 to 2012
Victims Accused persons

Males Females Total’ Males Females Total?®
Year number percent’ number percent® number number percent’ number percent® number
2002 376 64.6 206 35.4 582 484 89.1 59 10.9 544
2003 391 71.2 158 28.8 549 490 88.8 62 11.2 552
2004 425 68.1 199 31.9 624 535 89.6 62 10.4 597
2005 483 72.9 180 27.1 663 599 90.5 63 9.5 662
2006 444 73.3 162 26.7 606 504 87.2 74 12.8 578
2007 431 72.6 163 27.4 594 492 89.8 56 10.2 549
2008" 465 76.1 146 23.9 611 471 90.2 51 9.8 522
2009 450 73.8 160 26.2 610 497 89.2 60 10.8 557
2010 400 72.5 152 27.5 554 482 88.6 62 11.4 544
2011° 422 70.6 176 29.4 598 496 89.9 56 10.1 552
2012 388 71.5 155 28.5 543 432 89.4 51 10.6 483
" revised

1. Totals may include a small number of victims whose sex was reported by police as unknown.

2. Totals may include a small number of accused persons whose sex was reported by police as unknown.

3. Homicides where the sex was unknown were excluded from the calculation of percentages.

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Estimates prior to 2012 may differ from previously published figures
due to ongoing updates to the data files as new information becomes available.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 3
Homicides, by census metropolitan area, 2011 and 2012

Average 2002 to

2012 2011 2011

Census metropolitan population number of number of number of

area’ number victims rate? victims rate? victims rate?
Thunder Bay? 120,405 7 5.81 4 3.32 2 1.94
Winnipeg 806,821 33 4.09 39 4.92 27 3.73
Regina 228,599 7 3.06 7 3.15 8 3.62
Halifax 413,512 12 2.90 18 4.40 9 2.29
Saguenay 146,048 4 2.74 1 0.69 1 0.75
Edmonton* 1,229,672 33 2.68 50 4.17 35 3.23
Abbotsford-Mission® 178,869 4 2.24 1 0.56 5 3.01
Saskatoon® 288,697 6 2.08 6 2.16 8 3.03
Gatineau® 315,817 6 1.90 5 1.60 4 1.24
Peterborough’ 121,282 2 1.65 3 247 1 111
Kelowna’ 183,755 3 1.63 2 1.10 3 1.90
London 502,384 8 1.59 9 1.81 7 1.35
Vancouver? 2,464,189 37 1.50 43 1.77 54 2.40
Calgary 1,311,481 19 1.45 14 1.10 22 1.92
Saint John 147,046 2 1.36 3 2.04 1 0.90
Toronto 5,885,871 80 1.36 86 1.48 95 1.77
Trois-Riviéres 151,340 2 1.32 1 0.67 1 0.82
Montréal® 3,965,452 47 1.19 54 1.38 54 1.45
Victoria 363,041 4 1.10 6 1.66 4 1.23
Oshawa 402,078 4 0.99 0 0.00 3 0.82
Barrie’ 202,118 2 0.99 1 0.50 2 0.94
Hamilton 744,257 7 0.94 7 0.95 9 1.33
Windsor 331,671 3 0.90 1 0.30 5 1.42
Québec 767,789 6 0.78 3 0.39 4 0.59
Kitchener-Cambridge- 536,793 4 0.75 7 1.32 5 0.90

Waterloo

Ottawa® 956,719 7 0.73 11 1.16 12 1.28
St. Catharines-Niagara® 446,676 3 0.67 2 0.45 6 1.34
Greater Sudbury 163,880 1 0.61 0 0.00 2 1.29
Sherbrooke 193,352 1 0.52 1 0.52 1 0.41
St. John's 190,560 0 0.00 4 2.11 2 0.82
Moncton’ 140,146 0 0.00 0 0.00 1 1.00
Kingston 162,321 0 0.00 0 0.00 2 1.53
Brantford’ 141,128 0 0.00 2 1.42 2 1.21
Guelph’ 127,068 0 0.00 1 0.79 1 0.68
CMA total 24,330,837 354 1.45 392 1.63 393 1.77
Non-CMA total®® 10,549,654 189 1.79 206 1.96 206 1.93
Canada 34,880,491 543 1.56 598 1.73 599 1.82

1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban core. A
CMA must have a total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA,

other adjacent municipalities must have a high degree of integration with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows

derived from census data. A CMA typically comprises more than one police service.

2. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st population estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography

Division.

. Includes one homicide committed in a correctional institution in 2012.
4. Includes three homicides committed in a correctional institution in 2011.
5. Includes one homicide committed in a correctional institution in 2011.
6. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa-Gatineau CMA.

w

7. Moncton, Kelowna, Peterborough, Barrie, Brantford and Guelph became CMAs in 2006. As such, the average number and rate

are calculated from 2006 to 2011.
8. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa—-Gatineau CMA.
9. Includes four homicides committed in a correctional institution in 2011.

Note: There may be a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted

according to the year in which they become known to police and are reported to Statistics Canada.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 4
Homicides, by type of method, Canada, 2002 to 2012

Strangulation

Fire (smoke

or inhalation,
Shooting Stabbing Beating suffocation burns) Vehicle
no. of no. of no. of no. of no. of no. of
Year victims %' victims %' victims %' victims %' victims %' victims %"
2002 152 27.1 182 32.5 126  22.5 67 12.0 9 1.6 7 1.3
2003 161 30.6 142 26.9 121 23.0 65 12.3 12 2.3 6 1.1
2004 173  28.3 205 33.6 137 22.4 63 10.3 13 2.1 6 1.0
2005 223 34.4 198 30.6 144  22.2 47 7.3 10 1.5 4 0.6
2006 190 32.0 210 35.4 119 20.1 48 8.1 12 2.0 9 1.5
2007 188 32.9 190 33.3 118 20.7 52 9.1 4 0.7 16 2.8
2008 201 33.7 201 33.7 123 20.6 45 7.5 7 1.2 9 1.5
2009 182 30.5 210 35.2 118 19.8 46 7.7 12 2.0 13 2.2
2010 171 32.0 165 30.8 116 21.7 41 7.7 11 2.1 17 3.2
2011 158 27.4 204 35.4 125 21.7 40 6.9 21 3.6 15 2.6
2012 172 32.9 164 31.4 112 21.4 40 7.6 17 3.3 7 1.3
Shaken Baby
Poisoning Syndrome? Other® Unknown Total
no. of no. of no. of no. of no. of
Year victims %!* victims %! victims %! victims % victims %
2002 3 0.5 8 1.4 6 1.1 22 582 100
2003 6 1.1 8 1.5 6 1.1 22 549 100
2004 8 1.3 5 0.8 1 0.2 13 624 100
2005 7 1.1 12 1.9 3 0.5 15 663 100
2006 1 0.2 3 0.5 1 0.2 13 606 100
2007 0 0.0 2 0.4 1 0.2 23 594 100
2008 5 0.8 3 0.5 3 0.5 14 611 100
2009 9 1.5 4 0.7 2 0.3 14 610 100
2010 4 0.7 4 0.7 6 1.1 19 554 100
2011 3 0.5 4 0.7 7 1.2 21 598 100
2012 6 1.1 0 0.0 5 1.0 20 543 100
... hot applicable
1. Homicides where the cause of death was unknown were excluded from the calculation of percentages.
2. Includes all homicides committed against a child under the age of three years where the primary cause of death
resulted from being shaken, tossed or thrown.
3. "Other" includes exposure/hypothermia, starvation/dehydration, and other methods not otherwise specified.
Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Estimates prior to 2012 may differ from previously published
figures due to ongoing updates to the data files as new information becomes available.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 5
Homicides, by shootings and stabbings, by selected census metropolitan areas, 2012
Shootings
2012 Average 2002 to 2011

Census annual
metropolitan percent of total average average percent of total
area’ number rate? homicides? number rate? homicides?
Halifax 8 1.93 66.7 3 0.82 36.4
Edmonton 14 1.14 43.8 11 1.00 32.1
Vancouver 20 0.81 58.8 21 0.93 43.5
Toronto 38 0.65 48.1 44 0.82 46.9
Winnipeg 5 0.62 16.1 7 0.90 24.4
Montréal 20 0.50 42.6 19 0.51 35.3
Calgary 5 0.38 27.8 6 0.50 26.3
Kitchener- 2 0.37 50.0 0 0.08 9.1

Cambridge-

Waterloo
Ottawa* 3 0.31 42.9 3 0.33 28.6
Québec 2 0.26 33.3 0 0.03 4.9
Hamilton 2 0.27 28.6 2 0.21 16.3

Stabbings
2012 Average 2002 to 2011

Census percent of annual
metropolitan total average average percent of total
area’ number rate? homicides?® number rate? homicides?
Thunder Bay 3 249 42.9 1 0.48 27.3
Winnipeg 16 1.98 51.6 10 1.33 36.3
Edmonton 10 0.81 31.3 13 1.22 39.1
Calgary 6 0.46 33.3 8 0.73 38.2
Toronto 20 0.34 25.3 25 0.46 26.3
Vancouver 8 0.32 23.5 13 0.56 26.2
Montréal 11 0.28 23.4 17 0.46 32.3
Hamilton 2 0.27 28.6 4 0.50 38.0
Ottawa* 2 0.21 28.6 3 0.36 30.5
Kitchener- 1 0.19 25.0 2 0.36 40.9

Cambridge-

Waterloo
Québec 1 0.13 16.7 2 0.25 43.9

1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban
core. A CMA must have a total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be
included in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must have a high degree of integration with the central urban area, as
measured by commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically comprises more than one police service.

2. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st population estimates from Statistics Canada,

Demography Division.

3. Homicides where the cause of death was unknown were excluded from the calculation of percentages.
4. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa-Gatineau CMA.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 6
Firearm-related homicides, by type of firearm, Canada, 2002 to 2012

Type of firearm

Sawed-off rifle or

Fully automatic

Handgun Rifle or shotgun shotgun firearm
percent of percent of percent of percent of
number firearm- number firearm- number firearm- number firearm-
of related of related of related of related
Year victims homicides® victims homicides’ victims homicides’ victims homicides!
2002 98 66.7 40 27.2 6 4.1 3 2.0
2003 110 70.1 32 20.4 13 8.3 2 1.3
2004 112 67.5 37 22.3 15 9.0 2 1.2
2005 130 62.5 59 28.4 11 5.3 7 3.4
2006 110 62.1 38 21.5 25 14.1 2 1.1
2007 126 70.8 32 18.0 17 9.6 2 1.1
2008 124 68.5 35 19.3 17 9.4 4 2.2
2009 113 68.1 32 19.3 14 8.4 6 3.6
2010 101 63.9 36 22.8 14 8.9 5 3.2
2011 94 65.7 30 21.0 15 10.5 2 1.4
2012 107 64.8 39 23.6 9 5.5 9 5.5
Other firearm - type
Firearm-like weapon? unknown Total
Firearm-related
percent of percent of number homicides as a
number of firearm-related number of firearm-related of percent of total
Year victims homicides® victims homicides victims homicides?®
2002 0 0.0 5 152 27.1
2003 0 0.0 4 161 30.6
2004 0 0.0 7 173 28.3
2005 1 0.5 15 223 34.4
2006 2 1.1 13 190 32.0
2007 1 0.6 10 188 32.9
2008 1 0.6 20 201 33.7
2009 1 0.6 16 182 30.5
2010 2 1.3 13 171 32.0
2011 2 1.4 15 158 27.4
2012 1 0.6 7 172 32.9

... not applicable
1. Percent of homicides involving a firearm (excluding homicides where type of firearm is unknown).
2. Firearm-like weapons include, for example, nail gun, pellet gun, etc.
3. Homicides where the cause of death was unknown were excluded from the calculation of percentages.

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Estimates prior to 2012 may differ from previously published
figures due to ongoing updates to the data files as new information becomes available.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Juristat Article— Homicide in Canada, 2012

Table 7

Number of gang-related homicides, by region, 2002 to 2012

Atlantic Quebec Ontario Manitoba Saskatchewan

Year number rate’ number rate® number rate’ number rate! number rate'
2002 0 0.00 7 0.09 19 0.16 4 0.35 0 0.00
2003 1 0.04 15 0.20 38 0.31 6 0.52 4 0.40
2004 0 0.00 18 0.24 17 0.14 5 043 4 0.40
2005 1 0.04 24 0.32 31 0.25 5 042 5 0.50
2006 1 0.04 23 0.30 27 0.21 7 0.59 9 0.91
2007 2 0.09 22 0.29 29 0.23 11 0.92 9 0.90
2008 1 0.04 21 0.27 31 0.24 14 1.16 2 0.20
2009 5 0.21 21 0.27 34 0.26 12 0.98 4 0.39
2010 5 0.21 19 0.24 22 0.17 5 0.40 10 0.96
2011 3 0.13 21 0.26 20 0.15 12 0.96 9 0.85
2012 4 0.17 25 0.31 23 0.17 5 0.39 8 0.74

Alberta British Columbia Territories Canada

Year number rate' number rate' number rate' number rate'
2002 9 0.29 7 0.17 0 0.00 46 0.15
2003 8 0.25 12 0.29 0 0.00 84 0.27
2004 14 0.43 16 0.39 0 0.00 74 0.23
2005 23 0.69 16 0.38 0 0.00 105 0.33
2006 22 0.64 13 0.31 0 0.00 102 0.31
2007 20 0.57 24 0.56 1 0.93 118 0.36
2008" 35 0.97 33 0.75 0 0.00 137 0.41
2009 13 0.35 35 0.78 0 0.00 124 0.37
2010 11 0.30 23 0.51 0 0.00 95 0.28
2011 16 0.42 14 0.31 0 0.00 95 0.28
2012 11 0.28 19 0.41 0 0.00 95 0.27
" revised

1. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st population estimates from Statistics Canada,

Demography Division.

Note: A homicide is classified as gang-related when the accused person and/or the victim involved in the homicide was either a
member, or a prospective member, of an organized crime group or street gang or was somehow associated with an organized
crime group or street gang, and the homicide was carried out as a result of this association. Prior to 2005, police were asked if
the homicide was "gang-related". Beginning in 2005, the question was amended to give police the option of specifying whether
the homicide was: (a) confirmed as gang-related or (b) "suspected" as being gang-related. As such, figures may be
underestimated prior to 2005 due to "suspected" gang-related incidents that were excluded from the figures.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 8
Gang-related homicides, by selected census metropolitan areas, 2012

Gang-related homicides

2012 Average 2002 to 2011

Census percent of total annual percent of total
metropolitan area® number rate? homicides® average rate? homicides?
Saskatoon 5 1.73 100.0 2 0.71 23.7
Thunder Bay 2 1.66 33.3 0 0.24 13.6
Regina 2 0.87 28.6 2 0.72 21.7
Halifax 3 0.73 27.3 1 0.28 14.5
Saint John 1 0.68 50.0 0 0.00 0.0
Vancouver 16 0.65 44.4 13 0.56 26.5
Winnipeg 5 0.62 17.2 6 0.79 23.4
Abbotsford-Mission 1 0.56 25.0 2 1.02 38.6
Montréal 18 0.45 41.9 14 0.38 29.5
Calgary 4 0.30 22.2 5 0.40 22.5
Quebéc 2 0.26 33.3 0 0.05 9.8
Toronto 15 0.25 23.1 21 0.39 24.6
Edmonton 3 0.24 10.3 9 0.84 29.6
Ottawa’ 2 0.21 33.3 1 0.16 12.5
London 1 0.20 12.5 0 0.04 3.2
Kitchener- 1 0.19 25.0 0 0.06 6.8

Cambridge-Waterloo
CMA total 81 0.33 25.6 79 0.36 22.3
Non-CMA total 14 0.13 7.7 19 0.18 9.6
Canada 95 0.27 19.0 98 0.30 17.8
1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban
core. A CMA must have a total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be
included in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must have a high degree of integration with the central urban area,
as measured by commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically comprises more than one police service.
2. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st population estimates from Statistics Canada,
Demography Division.
3. Homicides where information on gang-related activity was unknown were excluded from the calculation of
percentages.
4. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa-Gatineau CMA.
Note: A homicide is classified as gang-related when the accused person and/or the victim involved in the homicide was either a
member, or a prospective member, of an organized crime group or street gang or was somehow associated with an organized
crime group or street gang, and the homicide was carried out as a result of this association. Prior to 2005, police were asked if
the homicide was "gang-related". Beginning in 2005, the question was amended to give police the option of specifying whether
the homicide was: (a) confirmed as gang-related or (b) "suspected" as being gang-related. As such, figures may be
underestimated prior to 2005 due to "suspected" gang-related incidents that were excluded from the figures.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 9

Homicides, by accused-victim relationship, Canada, 2011 and 2012

2012 2011" Average 2002 to 2011

Relationship type’ number of number of number of
(Victim killed by) victims percent? victims percent? victims percent?
Family relationship 143 35.2 145 32.5 154 34.0
Spousal relationship 62 15.3 66 14.8 71 15.8
Legal husband/wife 27 6.7 23 5.2 25 5.6

Common-law 20 4.9 29 6.5 29 6.4

husband/wife

Separated or divorced 11 2.7 9 2.0 12 2.6

husband/wife

Separated common-law 2 0.5 3 0.7 7 1.5

husband/wife?

Same-sex spouse® 2 0.5 2 0.4 1 0.2

Other family relationship 81 20.0 79 17.7 82 18.2

Father or mother® 26 6.4 27 6.1 29 6.4

Son or daughter® 28 6.9 23 5.2 21 4.6

Sibling 7 1.7 13 2.9 10 2.3
Extended family® 20 4.9 16 3.6 23 5.0
Acquaintance 178 43.8 213 47.8 175 38.8

Close friend 44 10.8 33 7.4 32 7.1

Intimate relationship’ 20 4.9 23 5.2 20 4.4

Neighbour 11 2.7 22 4.9 13 2.8

Authority figure 0 0.0 7 1.6 2 0.5

Business relationship 10 2.5 10 2.2 8 1.7

(legal)

Casual acquaintance 93 22.9 118 26.5 101 22.3
Criminal relationship® 20 4.9 19 4.3 49 10.9
Stranger 65 16.0 69 15.5 74 16.3
Unknown relationship 5 9 4
Total solved homicides’ 411 100.0 455 100.0 456 100.0
Unsolved homicides 132 143 143
Total homicides 543 598 599

... hot applicable
" revised

1. Includes homicides with a known accused. If there were more than one accused, only the closest relationship to the victim was

recorded.

2. Solved homicides where the type of relationship was unknown were excluded from the calculation of percentages.

3. Response categories for "separated common-law husband" and "separated common-law wife" were introduced to the
Homicide Survey in 2005. As such, the average number and percent are calculated from 2005 to 2011.

4. Includes current and former same-sex spouses.

5. Includes biological, adopted, step and foster relationships.

6. Includes nieces, nephews, grandchildren, uncles, aunts, cousins, in-laws, etc. related by blood, marriage (including

common-law) or adoption.

7. Includes current and former dating relationships, same-sex dating relationships as well as other intimate

relationships.

8. Includes, for example, sex workers, drug dealers and their clients, loan sharks, and gang members. Where more than
one relationship applies (e.g. criminal relationship and close friend), police are asked to report the primary relationship.
9. Includes homicides with a known accused.

Note: The sum of averages may not add up to the total due to rounding. Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
Estimates prior to 2012 may differ from previously published figures due to ongoing updates to the data files as new information
becomes available.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 10
Youth (12 to 17 years) accused of homicide, Canada, 2002 to 2012
Male Female Total Youth as a percent of total
Year number rate' number rate' number rate' accused persons?
2002 33 2.54 9 0.73 42 1.66 7.7
2003 52 3.96 10 0.80 62 2.43 11.3
2004 39 2.95 5 0.40 44 1.70 7.4
2005 62 4.64 10 0.79 72 2.76 10.9
2006 73 5.43 12 0.94 85 3.24 14.7
2007 67 5.00 8 0.63 75 2.87 13.7
2008 51 3.86 4 0.32 55 2.13 10.5
2009 73 5.63 6 0.48 79 3.12 14.2
2010 51 4.01 5 0.41 56 2.25 10.3
2011 40 3.20 6 0.50 46 1.89 8.3
2012 33 2.68 1 0.09 34 1.42 7.0

1. Rates are calculated per 100,000 youth (12 to 17 years) population using revised July 1st population estimates from

Statistics Canada, Demography Division.

2. Homicides where the age of the accused was unknown were excluded from the calculation of percentages.

Note: Figures in this table may not match those from the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, as that survey includes those under
the age of 12 in youth counts. Estimates prior to 2012 may differ from previously published figures due to ongoing updates to the
data files as new information becomes available.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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