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Pension coverage and
retirement savings

René Morissette and Marie Drolet
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Table 1: Pension coverage of men and women

Employees covered Taxfilers with contributions
by a pension plan*  to an RPP**

Men Women Men Women

25-34 35-54 25-34 35-54 25-34 35-54 25-34 35-54

%

1984 54.2 69.3 46.7 45.7 ... ... ... ...

1986 50.4 67.2 42.9 46.4 26.2 37.8 27.6 31.9
1987 49.6 67.6 43.1 46.8 25.6 37.0 27.3 32.3
1988 50.9 67.5 43.0 49.6 25.5 37.0 27.7 33.8
1989 51.7 68.9 43.2 50.8 24.7 36.2 27.3 34.3
1990 49.1 69.2 44.8 50.5 24.5 36.1 27.7 35.0
1991 ... ... ... ... 24.1 35.7 27.7 35.7
1992 ... ... ... ... 23.8 35.5 28.2 36.5
1993 46.9 68.7 46.3 54.2 23.2 35.3 27.9 36.8
1994 49.2 71.0 44.3 55.8 22.1 34.4 27.0 36.6
1995 45.4 67.2 42.7 53.9 21.2 33.8 26.2 36.5
1996 43.9 63.2 40.9 51.9 20.3 32.9 25.1 36.0
1997 42.6 62.5 40.4 50.7 19.7 32.2 24.0 35.0
1998 43.6 62.4 38.7 50.8

Change (%)
1986-1997 -15.5 -7.0 -5.8 9.3 -24.8 -14.8 -13.0 9.7
1993-1997 -9.2 -9.0 -12.7 -6.5 -15.1 -8.8 -14.0 -4.9

Sources: Survey of Union Membership; Labour Market Activity Survey; Survey of
Labour and Income Dynamics; Longitudinal Administrative Databank

* Main job in December.
** Taxfilers with annual earnings (wages and salaries plus net income from self-

employment) of at least $1,000 (1994 dollars).
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Table 2: Taxfilers with pension
coverage, 1991-1997*

Men Women

25-34 35-54 25-34 35-54

%

1991 35.7 49.8 34.3 41.6
1992 35.3 49.7 35.1 42.9
1993 34.0 48.9 34.9 43.5
1994 32.2 47.4 33.6 42.9
1995 31.7 47.2 33.1 43.3
1996 30.8 46.2 31.9 42.9
1997 30.3 45.2 31.7 42.8

Change (%)
1991-1997 -15.1 -9.2 -7.6 2.9
1993-1997 -10.9 -7.6 -9.2 -1.6

Source: Longitudinal Administrative Databank (LAD)
* Taxfilers with annual earnings (wages and salaries

plus net income from self-employment) of at least
$1,000 (1994 dollars) and a positive pension
adjustment.
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Table 3: Characteristics of employees

Men Women

 25 - 34  35 - 54  25 - 34   35 - 54

1986 1997 1986 1997 1986 1997 1986 1997

%

Union status
Unionized 38.6 25.6 47.9 41.1 34.0 28.0 37.6 36.9
Non-unionized 61.4 74.4 52.1 58.9 66.0 72.0 62.4 63.1

Industry
Agriculture and

fishing 1.5 -- 0.8 1.6 0.9 -- 1.0 1.1
Forestry and mining 4.5 3.2 4.2 3.3 0.9 -- 0.6 --
Construction 6.8 9.8 6.9 6.9 1.1 -- 1.1 1.1
Manufacturing 25.9 24.9 26.3 24.6 12.6 12.3 13.7 10.0
Distributive services 20.3 15.0 17.9 19.7 8.5 7.7 7.5 8.7
Business services 8.6 12.2 7.5 9.8 16.7 16.7 11.4 14.3
Consumer services 17.1 20.0 10.9 13.6 22.9 28.1 21.8 21.6
Public services 15.4 13.5 25.6 20.5 36.4 32.5 42.9 42.4

Occupation
Professional and

managerial 13.4 11.7 18.9 18.2 11.9 15.3 11.1 15.6
Natural and social

science 13.6 15.2 15.4 14.7 23.5 24.7 24.7 26.5
Clerical 7.1 6.7 5.7 5.2 34.6 23.6 30.4 28.3
Sales 8.0 7.8 5.8 6.4 7.0 9.0 7.9 7.6
Service 7.6 9.7 8.5 8.9 11.5 16.0 13.8 11.4
Primary and

processing 26.4 26.3 24.3 25.1 6.8 6.5 8.6 6.0
Construction 8.7 9.5 8.8 8.0 0.2 -- 0.2 --
Other 15.3 13.1 12.6 13.6 4.4 4.6 3.1 4.5

Education
Less than university 82.2 78.5 78.8 78.0 81.4 74.3 84.6 79.1
University degree 17.8 21.5 21.2 22.0 18.6 25.7 15.4 20.9

Status
Full-time 95.8 92.6 97.6 96.1 77.9 75.5 74.3 75.1
Part-time 4.2 7.4 2.4 3.9 22.1 24.5 25.7 24.9

Average hourly wages $
(1986 dollars) 12.27 12.09 15.33 15.16 10.11 10.19 10.69 11.56

Sources: Labour Market Activity Survey, 1986; Survey of Labour and Income
Dynamics, 1997
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Table 4: Pension coverage of young and prime-age employees

Men Women

 25 - 34  35 - 54  25 - 34   35 - 54

1986 1997 1986 1997 1986 1997 1986 1997

%

Total 50.4 42.6 67.2 62.5 42.9 40.4 46.4 50.7

Union status
Unionized 78.1 78.4 84.7 89.8 71.7 80.0 76.4 84.9
Non-unionized 33.0 30.3 51.2 43.4 28.1 25.0 28.4 30.8

Industry
Agriculture and

fishing 8.0 -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Forestry and mining 63.6 -- 69.3 64.8 -- -- -- --
Construction 31.9 29.7 41.7 46.7 -- -- -- --
Manufacturing 54.8 50.2 71.1 66.0 35.7 40.2 41.6 43.7
Distributive services 60.8 53.0 68.6 62.4 53.7 50.3 53.0 50.8
Business services 37.0 33.2 59.2 54.2 42.6 46.6 39.9 45.0
Consumer services 27.1 23.9 35.9 31.4 20.7 14.4 16.8 21.8
Public services 71.2 65.9 86.2 90.2 58.1 58.9 65.1 70.9

Occupation
Professional and

managerial 49.8 44.1 73.7 61.6 49.5 53.4 56.8 58.9
Natural and social

science 59.9 51.1 80.5 79.2 56.4 57.3 67.0 71.3
Clerical 62.4 46.7 79.3 72.7 46.0 39.8 48.5 49.1
Sales 33.6 32.2 39.5 39.5 26.7 20.6 19.0 33.2
Service 45.6 41.4 62.0 62.9 19.6 19.0 25.4 24.1
Primary and

processing 50.4 39.1 64.6 60.9 26.9 33.1 27.7 29.4
Construction 48.8 36.0 58.9 59.6 -- -- -- 20.2
Other 48.9 48.5 63.0 56.8 40.0 -- -- --

Education
Less than university 49.4 40.9 64.1 59.8 39.8 35.9 42.6 45.8
University degree 54.9 48.9 78.9 72.1 56.6 53.3 67.1 69.2

Status
Full-time 51.9 44.8 68.2 64.0 49.3 45.5 54.7 57.9
Part-time 16.1 15.7 27.5 24.7 20.4 24.6 22.5 28.9

Sources: Labour Market Activity Survey, 1986; Survey of Labour and Income
Dynamics, 1997
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Table 5: RPP and RRSP contributions

25-34 35-54

RPP RRSP RPP RRSP

$

Men
1986 430 670 890 1,500
1987 410 560 850 1,500
1988 400 710 850 1,500
1989 380 700 830 1,400
1990 380 690 840 1,300
1991 380 800 830 1,700
1992 390 870 850 1,800
1993 370 1,000 830 2,000
1994 350 1,100 810 2,200
1995 330 1,300 780 2,400
1996 310 1,600 750 2,600
1997 300 1,600 710 2,600

Women
1986 350 460 520 860
1987 340 380 530 900
1988 340 480 540 950
1989 330 470 540 910
1990 350 470 580 880
1991 350 540 610 1,000
1992 370 600 650 1,100
1993 380 730 670 1,300
1994 360 820 680 1,400
1995 340 930 660 1,500
1996 330 1,100 640 1,700
1997 310 1,100 620 1,700

Source: Longitudinal Administrative Databank
Notes: Taxfilers with annual earnings (wages and

salaries plus net income from self-employment) of
at least $1,000 (1994 dollars). Contributions
below $1,000 are rounded to the nearest $10,
those above are rounded to the nearest $100.
The denominator used to calculate the average
consists of all workers in a given age-sex group,
rather than only workers who have made
contributions.  The average captures changes in
both the percentage of members and the
contributions of those who contribute.
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Table 6: Average contributions to RPPs and RRSPs, by earnings quintile*

Change 1986-1997
$ contribution (% of earnings)

Due to
1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 Total RRSP

$ %
Men 25-34
Lowest 100 70 120 110 100 120 130 140 140 160 180 170 70 100.0

(1.4) (1.0) (1.5) (1.3) (1.2) (2.1) (2.2) (2.5) (2.3) (2.6) (2.9) (2.7)
Middle 800 690 830 810 800 800 820 880 980 1,100 1,300 1,200 400 150.0

(2.7) (2.3) (2.8) (2.7) (2.8) (2.9) (3.0) (3.3) (3.7) (4.2) (4.9) (4.6)
Highest 2,800 2,500 2,700 2,600 2,600 3,000 3,300 3,700 3,900 4,400 4,800 5,000 2,200 113.6

(4.7) (4.2) (4.5) (4.4) (4.4) (5.3) (5.6) (6.4) (6.7) (7.5) (8.3) (8.3)

Men 35-54
Lowest 450 490 520 440 380 460 440 490 530 570 630 610 160 100.0

(4.9) (5.3) (5.3) (4.1) (3.7) (6.2) (5.8) (6.9) (6.8) (7.5) (8.5) (7.6)
Middle 2,100 2,100 2,200 2,200 2,100 2,100 2,300 2,400 2,500 2,700 2,900 2,900 800 112.5

(5.4) (5.3) (5.5) (5.5) (5.5) (5.8) (6.2) (6.6) (6.8) (7.4) (8.1) (8.1)
Highest 5,000 4,900 4,900 4,500 4,300 5,500 5,900 6,400 6,600 7,000 7,300 7,300 2,300 121.7

(6.3) (6.2) (6.0) (5.4) (5.3) (7.0) (7.3) (8.0) (8.2) (8.6) (9.0) (8.8)

Women 25-34
Lowest 60 60 70 50 50 80 90 100 100 120 130 120 60 100.0

(1.8) (1.7) (1.9) (1.3) (1.1) (2.0) (2.3) (2.9) (2.8) (3.2) (3.5) (3.1)
Middle 490 430 500 510 510 540 590 650 720 810 880 850 360 102.8

(2.7) (2.3) (2.7) (2.7) (2.7) (2.9) (3.1) (3.5) (3.9) (4.4) (4.8) (4.6)
Highest 2,300 2,000 2,300 2,200 2,300 2,600 2,800 3,200 3,400 3,600 4,000 4,000 1,700 111.8

(5.5) (4.9) (5.5) (5.3) (5.4) (6.0) (6.4) (7.3) (7.7) (8.2) (9.2) (9.1)

Women 35-54
Lowest 190 190 210 160 160 210 220 280 310 320 360 360 170 100.0

(5.5) (5.6) (5.5) (3.7) (3.3) (5.3) (5.3) (6.4) (7.1) (7.3) (8.3) (8.5)
Middle 1,000 1,000 1,100 1,100 1,100 1,200 1,300 1,400 1,500 1,600 1,800 1,800 800 76.3

(5.1) (5.1) (5.5) (5.4) (5.3) (5.4) (5.7) (6.4) (6.6) (7.3) (7.8) (7.9)
Highest 3,500 3,600 3,600 3,500 3,500 4,200 4,500 4,900 5,100 5,300 5,700 5,700 2,200 95.5

(7.4) (7.5) (7.5) (7.2) (7.1) (8.2) (8.5) (9.3) (9.6) (10.0) (10.8) (10.6)

Source: Longitudinal Administrative Databank
* Taxfilers with annual earnings (wages and salaries plus net income from self-employment) of at least $1,000 (1994 dollars).
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