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GOAL 1 
nO pOveRty



GOAL  1
NO POVERTY

ABOUT 4.0 MILLION CANADIANS, 

OR 11.0% OF THE POPULATION, LIVED 
BELOW CANADA’S OFFICIAL 

POVERTY LINE IN 2018

Note: The consolidated Canadian general government includes federal, 
provincial, territorial and local governments and other government entities combined.
Source: Statistics Canada, table 10-10-0005-01.

185 BILLION  
social protection

104 BILLION  
education

179 BILLION  
health62%OF THE

$754 BILLION 
SPENT BY ALL LEVELS 
OF GOVERNMENT* 
NATIONALLY WERE ON 

ESSENTIAL SERVICES 
IN 2018

CANADA'S OFFICIAL POVERTY LINE IS CALCULATED USING THE MARKET BASKET MEASURE, WHICH 
REFLECTS THE COMBINED COSTS OF A BASKET OF GOODS AND SERVICES THAT INDIVIDUALS AND 
FAMILIES REQUIRE TO MEET THEIR BASIC NEEDS AND ACHIEVE A MODEST STANDARD OF LIVING.

Source: Statistics Canada, table 11-10-0135-01.

Source: Statistics Canada, table 11-10-0135-01.

31.7% OF CHILDREN LIVING IN
FEMALE LONE-PARENT FAMILIES 

5.6% OF CANADA’S SENIORS 

AGED 65 YEARS AND OLDER 

THE RATE FOR MEN (11.1%) WAS 

SLIGHTLY HIGHER THAN WOMEN (10.9%)

CANADIANS LIVING BELOW CANADA’S OFFICIAL 
POVERTY LINE IN 2018

DIGNITY FOR ALL is a 

multi-partner, non-partisan campaign 
co-organized by Citizens for Public 

Justice and Canada Without Poverty 
with a vision to create a poverty-free 

and more socially secure and cohesive 
Canada. Since its inception in 2009, 

over 13,000 people and organizations 
have supported the campaign, 

including: 66 Members of Parliament 
and Senators, and approximately 800 

groups and 12,300 individuals. 
Source: https://dignityforall.ca/. 
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How to obtain more information
For information about this product or the wide range of services and data available from Statistics Canada, visit our website, 
www.statcan.gc.ca. 
 
You can also contact us by 
 
Email at STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca 
 
Telephone, from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the following numbers:

 • Statistical Information Service 1-800-263-1136
 • National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired 1-800-363-7629
 • Fax line 1-514-283-9350

 
Depository Services Program

 • Inquiries line 1-800-635-7943
 • Fax line 1-800-565-7757

Note of appreciation
Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a 
long-standing partnership between Statistics Canada, the  
citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other 
institutions. Accurate and timely statistical information 
could not be produced without their continued co-operation  
and goodwill.

Standards of service to the public
Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, 
reliable and courteous manner. To this end, Statistics Canada 
has developed standards of service that its employees observe.  
To obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact  
Statistics Canada toll-free at 1-800-263-1136. The service  
standards are also published on www.statcan.gc.ca under 
“Contact us” > “Standards of service to the public.”
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