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Women of all ages are more likely
than men to have a disability2

From 2017 to 2022, mental health-related, 
pain-related, and seeing disabilities had the 
largest increases, contributing the most to 
the rise in the Canadian disability rate.

The disability rate 
increases with age. 
Growth of Canada's 
senior population 
between 2017 and 
2022 contributed to 
the overall increase in 
the disability rate.

Prevalence, 2022

Change in rate from 2017, in 
percentage points

NEW DATA ON DISABILITY 
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In 2022, 27.0% of Canadians aged 15 and older, or 8.0 million 
people, had at least one disability. This represents an 
increase of 4.7 percentage points from 2017.

From 2017 to 2022, the disability rate rose
 in all provinces and most of the territories

Flexibility

Learning

5.6% +1.6

Mobility

Dexterity

Pain-related

0.8% +0.2

7.4% +2.0

Seeing

1.5%

*

*

+0.44.9% +1.1

Memory

10.4% +3.2

Mental health-related

10.6% +1.0

5.0% +0.4

10.9% +0.916.7% +2.2

Hearing

5.6% +0.8

Developmental 

Unknown

CANADA+1.11

19.3%+5.7
25.7%

+4.7
27.0%

+7.6
37.9%

+8.6
35.3%

+5.8
31.8%

+7.3
30.9%

+4.8
21.0%

+3.9
28.0%+4.4

29.2%

+5.5
29.8%

+5.8
27.5%+3.9

28.6%

+6.3
31.4%
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