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Desired number of children, by age group

Percentage of people aged 15 to 49 
who intended2 to have...

For over a decade, the number 
of children per woman in 
Canada has been on a general 
downward trend, falling from 
1.69 in 2009 to 1.43 in 2021.

In 2022, more than a third of people aged 15 to 49 
wanted two children, while one-third did not intend 
to have any. Overall, the average desired number 
of children was 1.50.1
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The average number of children desired was higher 
among older people. The di�erences between age 
groups could be related to generational factors or 
variations in �nancial security.

Proportion of people aged 15 to 49 
with one or more children

Among people aged 15 to 49 in 2022, 614,000 (2%) 
had at least one adopted child.
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The proportion of women aged 50 and 
older who have no biological children 
is on the rise.
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Number of children per woman (2007 to 2021) and 
desired number of children (2022), Canada
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