The impact of COVID-19 on
apprenticeship programs in
Canada, 2020

Canada saw the largest year-over-year
decline in new registrations and
certifications since the beginning of the
series in 1991.
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The number of certifications fell in all trade groups from
2019 to 2020, with six trades dropping by over 40%.
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The drop in new registrations and certifications in 2020 could have a lasting impact on the supply and
demand of journeypersons in years to come. According to a recent study by the Canadian Apprenticeship
Forum, in the five-year period from 2021 to 2025, Canada will require an estimated 375,026 new
registrations and 163,785 certifications in order to sustain workforce requirements in the trades.
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Note: Trades with cohorts of less than 100 certifications were excluded.
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