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For more information, please consult the Health Reports article  “Looking back from 2020, how cannabis use and related behaviours changed in Canada”

Also visit: www.canada.ca/en/services/health/campaigns/cannabis.html

How cannabis use changed
in Canada, 2018 to 2020

An analysis using data from the 2018, 2019 and 2020 National Cannabis Survey 

By 2020, more consumers reported getting cannabis from legal sources or 
growing it, and fewer from illegal sources or from family and friends 

The number of legal retail cannabis stores 
in Canada increased nearly eightfold since 
the fourth quarter of 2018 

First quarter 2019 Fourth quarter 2020 First quarter 2018

Illegal GrownFamily and 
friendsLegal

68%

23%
35% 29%

51% 47%

14%9%

* Percentage of Canadians 15 years and older who 
   consumed cannabis in the three months preceding the survey

Source: Statistics Canada, National Cannabis Survey, �rst quarters of 2018 and 2019 and fourth quarter of 2020.
Note: Because cannabis consumers could select more than one source, the sum of the categories does not add up to 100%.

Note: The data are the most complete at the time of analysis. Counts are subject to multiple revisions and may include e-commerce-only entities.
Source: Statistics Canada, Business Register.
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Cannabis use by province* 

Change in percentage points 
from �rst quarter 2019 
(after legalization)

Fourth quarter 2020 Change in percentage points 
from �rst quarter 2018 
(before legalization) 
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Cannabis Act enacted 
(October 17, 2018)

Cannabis Act modi�ed to legalize 
more products (October 17, 2019)
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