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Canadian males aged 15 and older are more likely to consume cannabis compared with their female counterparts.
Males use cannabis more frequently—they are also more likely than females to consume it for non-medical reasons
and to purchase the cannabis they use.

New data from the National Cannabis Survey (NCS) continue to show that males and females differ in how they
obtain and consume cannabis products post legalization.

Females, for example, more often report getting cannabis from family and friends than their male counterparts,
which may also explain why fewer females pay for the cannabis they consume.

The use of "other" methods of cannabis consumption, such as "on the skin or under the tongue" is also more
common among females.

Males are more likely to report consuming dried cannabis (flower/leaf) and hashish.

The Cannabis Act (C-45) became law on October 17, 2018. To monitor cannabis consumption before and after the
legislative change, Statistics Canada has been conducting the NCS every three months (quarterly) since 2018. This
release provides the latest information about cannabis use in Canada. Analyses of data for the first half of 2019, as
well as for the second quarter of 2019, are available.

Males almost twice as likely as females to have consumed cannabis

Males (21%) were almost twice as likely to have used cannabis in the first half of 2019 as females (12%). This held
true for every age group except seniors aged 65 and older.

Almost three in five females reported never having consumed cannabis (59%), compared with just over half (51%)
of males.

About one-third of Canadians (males and females) reported having tried cannabis in the past but are not current
users.

Males more likely to use cannabis daily or almost daily

Research has shown that using cannabis regularly and over a long period of time has been associated with the risk
of dependence and poor mental health.

According to combined data from the first half of 2019, males (8%) were twice as likely to report daily or almost
daily use as females (4%). Males were also more likely than females to consume cannabis on a weekly and a
monthly basis but equally as likely to report occasional use (defined here as once or twice over the three-month
reference periods).

Males are more likely to use cannabis for non-medical reasons

Canadians were asked to provide their main reason for using cannabis, that is, for non-medical use, for medical use
with a medical document, for medical use without a document, or for both medical and non-medical use.

Just over one-fifth of males aged 15 and older reported consuming cannabis in the first half of 2019. More than half
of these males (52%) reported using cannabis exclusively for non-medical reasons, while about 30% reported using
for both medical and non-medical reasons, and about one-fifth reported medical reasons (with or without medical
documentation).
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Meanwhile, about one in eight females (12%) reported consuming cannabis in the first half of 2019. The reasons
reported were fairly evenly split among "non-medical only," "medical only" or "mixed".

Chart 1
Percentage of people reporting non-medical, medical and both medical and non-medical
cannabis use, household population aged 15 years and older, Canada, first half of 2019
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Note(s): Data for the first half of 2019 represent combined data for the first and second quarters of 2019.
Source(s); National Cannabis Survey (5262).

Dried cannabis (flower/leaf) and hashish are more commonly used by males than by
females

Just over three-quarters of Canadians who reported using cannabis during the first half of 2019 consumed dried
cannabis (flower/leaf) (77%), while 26% consumed edibles. Canadians also reported using other types of products,
such as liquid concentrates (20%), cannabis oil cartridges or vape pens (19%), and hashish or kief (16%).

A greater proportion of males (82%) used dried cannabis, compared with females (67%). Males (19%) were also
more likely to have consumed hashish or kief, compared with females (12%).

Not only is dried cannabis used by the majority of consumers, but for almost half of male consumers (49%) and
about 4 in 10 females (41%), it is the only product consumed.

Conversely, females (23%) were almost twice as likely as males (12%) to report using only products other than
dried cannabis (flower/leaf). Other products include edibles, oil cartridges and vape pens.

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262
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Smoking remains the most popular way to consume cannabis

Smoking remains the most common method of consuming cannabis, with approximately two-thirds of male (68%)
and female (62%) consumers choosing this method in the first half of 2019.

Females (14%) were almost three times more likely than males (5%) to have consumed cannabis through "other
methods," such as the application of products on the skin or under the tongue.

Males more likely to purchase cannabis, while females more likely to get it from family
and friends for free

Approximately one-quarter of Canadians who consumed cannabis in the first half of 2019 did not pay for it, with
female consumers (29%) more likely than males (22%) to consume it without having paid for it.

Nearly half of all cannabis consumers (48%) reported purchasing at least some of their cannabis from a legal
source, such as a legally authorized retailer or an online licensed producer.

Just over 4 in 10 cannabis consumers (42%) reported purchasing at least some of their cannabis from illegal
sources, such as a drug dealer, while over one-third (37%) reported using cannabis obtained from (or shared
among) friends and family.

Growing cannabis, either by the users or by someone else, was a supply source for about 8% of consumers,
and 4% reported another (unspecified) source.

Infographic 1 –  Percentage of current consumers who access cannabis from each source
(exclusively or not), by gender, Canada, first half of 2019
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For the first time, analysis of the sources of cannabis by type of consumer (those who obtained it from one source
and those who obtained it from multiple sources) is available. This more detailed examination reveals that 29% of
all current users obtain their cannabis from a legal source only.

In general, males and females access cannabis from the same sources and in similar numbers, but with one
notable difference: a relatively larger proportion of females (42%) than males (33%) report friends and family as
their cannabis source.

Quality and safety remain foremost consideration when deciding where to buy cannabis

Three-quarters of Canadians (76%) who consumed cannabis in the first half of 2019 cited quality and safety as an
important consideration when purchasing cannabis, while 42% mainly considered price. About one-third also
reported accessibility (such as open evenings and weekends), location (proximity to home), and the availability of a
preferred potency (or formulation) as important.

While both males and females share many of the same considerations when obtaining cannabis, there are a few
differences. For example, females (22%) were twice as likely as males (11%) to cite "sales support" as important,
while proportionally more males placed a higher value on "anonymity and discretion" (19% of males versus 12% of
females) and availability of the preferred strain of cannabis (20% of males versus 11% of females).

Males are more likely to report that they will use cannabis in next three months

One-quarter of males (25%) and 16% of females think that they will use cannabis in the next three months, higher
than the 21% of males and 12% of females who currently consume cannabis.

Whether a person thinks they will use cannabis in the next few months tends to depend on whether they use
currently or have used in the past. This is the case for both males and females.

Virtually all Canadians (99%) who reported having never consumed cannabis indicated that they will not use
cannabis in the next three months. In contrast, most daily or almost daily (94%) and weekly (87%) users think that
they will continue to consume cannabis over the next three months and at a similar pace.

Former (12%) and occasional (less than once a month) (27%) users were more likely to report that they will
increase their consumption in the coming three months than people who have never used cannabis (1%).

Second quarter 2019: Almost five million Canadians report using cannabis

From mid-May to mid-June 2019, about 4.9 million or 16% of Canadians aged 15 and older reported using cannabis
in the previous three months. This was unchanged from what was reported one year earlier (before legalization) for
the provinces and from the last time estimates for the territorial capitals were collected.

In the second quarter, 24% of Nova Scotians and 20% of Albertans reported using cannabis in the previous three
months, above the average for the rest of Canada (other provinces and territorial capitals combined). Cannabis use
in the previous three months was also above the national average in all three territorial capitals: Whitehorse (24%),
Yellowknife (30%) and Iqaluit (32%). Meanwhile, current use was lower than the national average in Quebec (10%).

Cannabis consumption in the second quarter of 2019 was essentially unchanged from the same quarter in 2018,
prior to legalization. However, the number of Canadians aged 65 and older reporting cannabis use increased
from 3% to 5% over this period, while cannabis use among 15- to 64-year-olds was stable (ranging from 10%
to 25%, depending on the age group).
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Note to readers

The Cannabis Act (C-45) became law on October 17, 2018. To prepare for this change, Statistics Canada adapted the national statistical
system to measure the social and economic impacts of legalized cannabis.

Statistics Canada has been conducting the National Cannabis Survey (NCS) every three months (quarterly) since February 2018. The
main objective of the NCS is to monitor changes in cannabis-related behaviours during the period preceding and following legalization on
October 17, 2018, of non-medical cannabis use by adults.

The NCS falls under the 'RapidStats' program being offered by the Centre for Social Data Integration and Development of Statistics
Canada, to rapidly respond to pressing data needs.

The second quarter data for 2019 and 2018 were collected in the 10 provinces and the territorial capitals (Whitehorse, Yellowknife and
Iqaluit) in May and June of the corresponding year, while the first quarter 2019 survey was collected in the provinces only in February and
March 2019.

The target population for the survey, regardless of quarter, is the household population aged 15 years and older, and excludes residents
of institutions, the homeless and people living on indigenous reserves.

The second quarter 2019 survey response rate was 46.9% and yielded a sample of 6,466. The corresponding figures for the second
quarter 2018 survey was 51.3% (response rate) and 7,285 (sample). The first quarter 2019 survey had a 50.6% response rate and a
sample of 5,686.

Cannabis includes marijuana, hashish, hash oil or any other preparation of the cannabis plant.

Data on current, former and no (never) cannabis use are based on responses to the following questions: "During the past three
months, how often did you use cannabis?" and "Have you ever used or tried cannabis?" Current cannabis users were also classified
according to how frequently they used cannabis in the three months before they were interviewed: once or twice (referred to as less than
monthly), monthly, weekly, or daily or almost daily.

Persons reporting cannabis use were further separated into four groups based on responses to: "What is the main reason you use
cannabis?" 1) non-medical, 2) medical use with a medical document, 3) medical use without a medical document, and 4) both
medical use and non-medical use.

Use of 8 different cannabis products: dried (flower/leaf), oil cartridges/vape pens, hashish/kief, liquid concentrates, solid concentrates,
edibles, other liquids, other (not specified) was based on selecting either a quantity or unit associated with each product. All respondents
reporting cannabis use in the past three months were asked if they had used each product and to report the amount(s)–using a
combination of units (e.g. grams) and numbers of units (e.g. 1). Cannabis consumers were considered to have used a product so long as
either a valid quantity or valid unit was selected. Choosing this definition ensured that virtually all respondents who reported using
cannabis had selected at least one product. The number of cannabis products (coded: 1, 2 or 3 or more) was then calculated for each
respondent. The 61 respondents who neither selected at least one unit nor one unit of measure, were dropped.

Cannabis method was based on the response to: "In the past three months, which of the following methods did you use most often?" 1)
Smoked; 2) vaped; 3) consumed in food or drink; 4) other.

Spending on cannabis was based on: "How much did you spend on cannabis in the past three months?"

Data on the source of cannabis are based on responses to the following question: "In the past three months, where did you get the
cannabis you used?" Eleven response categories were provided and reduced to five for this analysis: 1) Grow – I grow or someone else
grows; 2) Legal – authorized retailer or online from a licensed producer; 3) Illegal – Compassion club, dispensary or storefront, online
from another source, acquaintance, or dealer; 4) Friends or family – family member or friend or shared around a group of friends; 5)
Other.

In an effort to better understand the purchasing behaviours of cannabis consumers and because consumers can access cannabis from
multiple sources, the data were reanalyzed to distinguish single source cannabis consumers from those reporting more than one.

Factors considered important when selecting a source to buy cannabis from were based on: "What are the three most important
factors to you when selecting a source to buy cannabis?" Thirteen response categories, including an "other" category were provided.
Because quality and safety can mean different things to different people, some examples were provided: free from mould, tested for
pesticides, and reputable grower.

Anticipated use in the next three months was compared to current cannabis use levels in order to examine differences. Each
respondent was classified as same, increase, or decrease depending on whether anticipated cannabis use in the next three month period
matched, was lower or higher than current use.

Much of the analysis was conducted according to gender, which was based on the response to: "What is your gender?" 1) Male; 2)
female; 3) gender diverse. Results for the gender diverse category are unreleasable due to small sample.
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Preliminary analysis of second quarter results were estimated with and without data from the territorial capitals. Because the results did
not change appreciably with the territories, all second quarter results presented include the territorial data.

Survey sampling weights were applied so that the analyses would be representative of the Canadian population.

For the combined analysis, the original sampling weights of provincial respondents were adjusted by a factor of two (because there are
two quarters); no sampling weight adjustments are needed for territorial respondents as only second quarter data are available. By
combining quarters, the analytical power of the survey is improved and the estimates reflect the average of the two quarters.

All differences between characteristics and the comparison groups discussed are statistically significant at the p < 0.05 and were tested
using t-test statistics and bootstrap replicate weights to account for the survey's complex sampling design.

Data limitations and cautions

The information in this release is self-reported and has not been validated. Social desirability and fear of punishment, both of which are
potential sources of bias, may be especially relevant to this analysis. Changes over time in respondents' willingness to admit drug use
may be influencing the statistics but remains difficult to measure.

Small sample sizes for some analyses may also have reduced the ability to reach statistical significance. Combining cycles and averaging
results across quarters can improve statistical power and the stability of the estimates. As well, not all relevant covariates were available
and it was sometimes necessary to use broader categories than would have been desirable.

Additional information

For more information regarding cannabis statistics, consult the Cannabis Stats Hub.

Statistics Canada is collecting information on cannabis prices through a crowdsourcing site, StatsCannabis. Please visit the site and
share your information with confidence; participation is anonymous.

For other information on cannabis, see

• Cannabis in Canada—Get the facts

• Analysis of trends in the prevalence of cannabis use and related metrics in Canada

• Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Institute of Gender and Health - Do sex and gender matter in cannabis
use?

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/13-610-x/13-610-x2018001-eng.htm
https://surveys-enquetes.statcan.gc.ca/cannabis/en
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/health/campaigns/cannabis.html
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/82-003-x/2019006/article/00001-eng.htm
http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/documents/igh_mythbuster_issue-10-en.pdf
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Table 1
Number and percentage of people reporting cannabis use in the past three months by gender and
age group, household population aged 15 years or older, Canada, first half of 2019
  People 95% confidence interval 4

thousands % lower limit (%) upper limit (%)

Males 3,163.6 21.23 19.6 22.9
Age group        
15 to 241 667.6 35.13 28.4 42.4
25 to 44 1,601.1 30.33 27.1 33.8
45 to 64 700.7 14.42,3 12.4 16.7
65 or older 194.2 6.82 5.2 8.8
25 or older 2,496.1 19.22,3 17.6 20.9

 
Females 1,895.2 12.4 11.2 13.7

Age group        
15 to 241 360.4 19.2 14.2 25.4
25 to 44 927.3 17.8 15.4 20.4
45 to 64 494.1 10.02 8.4 12.0
65 or older 113.4 3.42 2.5 4.7
25 or older 1,534.8 11.4 10.3 12.6

 
Total 5,098.2 16.8 15.8 17.9

Age group        
15 to 241 1,048.2 27.4 23.1 32.3
25 to 44 2,543.9 24.2 22.2 26.3
45 to 64 1,198.0 12.22 10.9 13.7
65 or older 308.1 5.02 4.1 6.1
25 or older 4,050.0 15.32 14.3 16.3

1. Reference category.
2. Significantly different from reference category.
3. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for females.
4. Confidence intervals are used to express the precision of the estimate.
Note(s): Data for the first half of 2019 represent combined data from the first and second quarters of 2019.
Source(s): National Cannabis Survey (5262).

Table 2
Number and percentage of people reporting never having used, formerly using and currently
using cannabis, by gender, household population aged 15 or older, Canada, first half of 2019
  People 95% confidence interval2

thousands % lower limit (%) upper limit (%)

Males        
Never 7,692.1 51.21 49.2 53.2
Current 3,163.6 21.11 19.4 22.8
Former 4,168.9 27.7 26.0 29.6

 
Females        
Never 9,084.2 58.8 56.9 60.6
Current 1,895.2 12.3 11.1 13.5
Former 4,478.5 29.0 27.4 30.6

 
Total        
Never 16,807.9 55.0 53.6 56.3
Current 5,098.2 16.7 15.7 17.7
Former 8,663.1 28.3 27.2 29.5

1. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for females.
2. Confidence intervals are used to express the precision of the estimate.
Note(s):
Data for the first half of 2019 represent combined data from the first and second quarters of 2019.
The three current use estimates differ (slightly) from corresponding estimates of current use presented in Table 1 because respondents were required to provide
non-missing, valid responses to both the cannabis use in the past three months and lifetime use questions.

Source(s): National Cannabis Survey (5262).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262
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Table 3
Number and percentage of people reporting cannabis use in the past three months by frequency
and gender, household population aged 15 or older, Canada, first half of 2019
  People 95% confidence interval2

thousands % lower limit (%) upper limit (%)

Males        
Once or twice 839.3 5.6 4.7 6.7
Monthly 378.9 2.51 1.9 3.3
Weekly 705.9 4.71 3.9 5.8
Daily or almost daily 1,239.4 8.31 7.2 9.6

 
Females        
Once or twice 724.5 4.7 4.0 5.6
Monthly 195.4 1.3E 0.9 1.8
Weekly 294.2 1.9 1.5 2.5
Daily or almost daily 681.2 4.4 3.7 5.3

 
Total        
Once or twice 1,573.6 5.2 4.6 5.9
Monthly 577.1 1.9 1.5 2.3
Weekly 1,008.0 3.3 2.8 3.9
Daily or almost daily 1,939.5 6.4 5.7 7.1

E use with caution
1. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for females.
2. Confidence intervals are used to express the precision of the estimate.
Note(s): Data for the first half of 2019 represent combined data from the first and second quarters of 2019.
Source(s): National Cannabis Suvery (5262).

Table 4
Number and percentage of people reporting non-medical, medical, and both medical and
non-medical cannabis use by gender, household population aged 15 years or older, Canada, first
half of 2019
  People 95% confidence interval2

thousands % lower limit (%) upper limit (%)

Males        
Non-medical 1,661.5 11.11 9.9 12.5
Medical with medical document 155.0 1.0E 0.7 1.5
Medical without medical document 416.7 2.8 2.2 3.6
Both medical and non-medical 929.5 6.21 5.3 7.4

 
Females        
Non-medical 681.2 4.4 3.7 5.3
Medical with medical document 177.7 1.2 0.9 1.6
Medical without medical document 392.8 2.6 2.0 3.2
Both medical and non-medical 636.9 4.2 3.4 5.1

 
Total        
Non-medical 2,363.2 7.8 7.1 8.6
Medical with medical document 332.7 1.1 0.9 1.4
Medical without medical document 811.6 2.7 2.3 3.2
Both medical and non-medical 1,583.1 5.2 4.6 5.9

E use with caution
1. Significantly different than corresponding estimate for females.
2. Confidence intervals are used to express the precision of the estimate.
Note(s): Data for the first half of 2019 represent combined data from the first and second quarters of 2019.
Source(s): National Cannabis Survey (5262).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262
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Table 5
Number and percentage reporting consumption of cannabis in the past three months by product
and gender, household population aged 15 years or older, Canada, first half of 2019
  People 95% confidence interval2

thousands % lower limit (%) upper limit (%)

Males        
Dried flower or leaf 2,733.0 82.51 79.1 85.3
Edibles 899.9 27.1 22.8 31.9
Hashish or kief 625.4 18.91 15.5 22.8
Cannabis oil cartridges or vape pens 659.2 19.9 16.2 24.1
Liquid concentrate 725.7 21.9 18.3 26.0
Solid concentrate 520.6 15.7 12.4 19.7
Liquids (non-concentrate) 314.6 9.5 7.0 12.8
Other 384.0 11.6 8.9 15.0

 
Females        
Dried flower or leaf 1,389.1 67.1 61.9 71.9
Edibles 519.9 25.1 20.8 30.1
Hashish or kief 251.2 12.1 8.9 16.4
Cannabis oil cartridges or vape pens 343.0 16.6 13.1 20.7
Liquid concentrate 349.6 16.9 13.1 21.5
Solid concentrate 246.1 11.9 8.8 16.0
Liquids (non-concentrate) 145.7 7.0E 4.6 10.7
Other 314.7 15.2 11.8 19.4

 
Total        
Dried flower or leaf 4,122.1 76.6 73.6 79.2
Edibles 1,419.8 26.4 23.2 29.8
Hashish or kief 876.6 16.3 13.8 19.1
Cannabis oil cartridges or vape pens 1,002.2 18.6 15.9 21.6
Liquid concentrate 1,075.3 20.0 17.3 23.0
Solid concentrate 766.7 14.2 11.8 17.1
Liquids (non-concentrate) 460.4 8.6 6.7 10.9
Other 698.8 13.0 10.8 15.5

E use with caution
1. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for females.
2. Confidence intervals are used to express the precision of the estimate.
Note(s): Data for the first half of 2019 represent combined data from the first and second quarters of 2019.
Source(s): National Cannabis Survey (5262).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262
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Table 6
Number and percentage of cannabis users reporting different types of cannabis products used in
the past three months by gender, household population aged 15 years or older, Canada, first half
of 2019
  People 95% confidence interval2

thousands % lower limit (%) upper limit (%)

Males        
Dried cannabis (flower/leaf) only 1,508.1 48.71 43.8 53.7
Dried cannabis (flower/leaf) and other product 1,224.9 39.6 34.8 44.6
Only other products 361.6 11.71 9.3 14.6

 
Females        
Dried cannabis (flower/leaf) only 737.8 41.0 35.7 46.5
Dried cannabis (flower/leaf) and other product 651.3 36.2 31.0 41.7
Only other products 410.8 22.8 18.3 28.0

 
Total        
Dried cannabis (flower/leaf) only 2,256.3 45.7 42.1 49.4
Dried cannabis (flower/leaf) and other product 1,903.4 38.6 35.0 42.3
Only other products 774.2 15.7 13.3 18.4

1. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for females.
2. Confidence intervals are used to express the precision of the estimate.
Note(s): Data for the first half of 2019 represent combined data from the first and second quarters of 2019.
Source(s): National Cannabis Survey (5262).

Table 7
Number and percentage of cannabis users by most commonly used method of consumption and
by gender, household population aged 15 or older, Canada, first half of 2019
  People 95% confidence interval2

thousands % lower limit (%) upper limit (%)

Males        
Smoked 2,136.2 67.7 63.1 72.1
Vaped 498.8 15.8 12.5 19.8
Ate or drank 356.7 11.3 8.6 14.7
Other 163.0 5.21 3.8 7.0

 
Females        
Smoked 1,168.5 61.8 56.2 67.2
Vaped 203.7 10.8E 7.5 15.2
Ate or drank 249.1 13.2 9.9 17.4
Other 268.4 14.2 11.0 18.2

 
Total        
Smoked 3,327.1 65.4 61.9 68.9
Vaped 702.5 13.8 11.4 16.7
Ate or drank 613.0 12.1 9.9 14.6
Other 441.1 8.7 7.1 10.6

E use with caution
1. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for females.
2. Confidence intervals are used to express the precision of the estimate.
Note(s): Data for the first half of 2019 represent combined data from the first and second quarters of 2019.
Source(s): National Cannabis Survey (5262).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262
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Table 8
Percentage distribution of amount spent on cannabis in the past three months, by gender,
household population aged 15 or older, Canada, first half of 2019
  People 95% confidence interval2

thousands % lower limit (%) upper limit (%)

Males        
$0 (nothing) 676.8 21.61 18.0 25.6
More than $1 2,462.8 78.41 74.4 82.0

$1 to $50 601.3 19.2 15.4 23.5
$51 to $100 456.0 14.5 11.7 18.0
$101 to $250 693.7 22.1 18.4 26.4
$251 or more 711.7 22.7 19.1 26.7

 
Females        
$0 (nothing) 550.3 29.1 24.4 34.3
More than $1 1,340.5 70.9 65.7 75.6

$1 to $50 359.6 19.0 15.0 23.8
$51 to $100 255.2 13.5 10.5 17.2
$101 to $250 320.1 16.9 13.6 20.9
$251 or more 405.5 21.4 17.1 26.5

 
Total        
$0 (nothing) 1,239.1 24.4 21.5 27.7
More than $1 3,830.6 75.6 72.3 78.5

$1 to $50 966.7 19.1 16.2 22.3
$51 to $100 713.4 14.1 11.9 16.6
$101 to $250 1,021.4 20.1 17.4 23.2
$251 or more 1,129.2 22.3 19.5 25.3

1. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for females.
2. Confidence intervals are used to express the precision of the estimate.
Note(s): Data for the first half of 2019 represent combined data from the first and second quarters of 2019.
Source(s): National Cannabis Survey (5262).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262
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Table 9
Number and percentage of current consumers who access cannabis from each source
(exclusively or not), by gender, Canada, first half of 2019
  people 95% confidence interval2

thousands % lower limit (%) upper limit (%)

Males        
Legal source        
Total      1557.8 49.5 44.7 54.4

One source          966.1 30.7 26.4 35.5
Multiple sources          591.7 18.8 15.6 22.6

Illegal source        
Total      1343.7 42.7 38.3 47.3

One source          608.3 19.3 15.9 23.3
Multiple sources          735.3 23.4 19.6 27.6

Friends and family        
Total      1037.8 33.01 28.6 37.7

One source          464.6 14.81 11.8 18.3
Multiple sources          573.1 18.2 14.7 22.3

Grown by the user or another person        
Total          295.2 9.4 6.8 12.9

One source            99.5 3.2E 1.8 5.4
Multiple sources          195.7 6.2E 4.2 9.2

Other        
Total          145.8 4.6 3.0 7.1

One source            96.7 3.1 1.8 5.2
Multiple sources  F  F ... ...

 
Females        
Legal source        
Total 882.0 46.7 41.3 52.1

One source          497.7 26.3 21.8 31.4
Multiple sources          384.4 20.3 16.4 25.0

Illegal source        
Total 762.2 40.4 34.9 46.0

One source          361.6 19.1 15.0 24.2
Multiple sources          400.6 21.2 16.9 26.3

Friends and family        
Total 801.7 42.4 37.0 48.1

One source          427.9 22.7 18.4 27.6
Multiple sources          371.2 19.6 15.5 24.5

Grown by the user or another person        
Total 128.7 6.8 4.7 9.8

One sources            45.2 2.4 1.3 4.3
Multiple sources            80.8 4.3 2.6 7.0

Other        
Total  F  F ... ...

One source  F  F ... ...
Multiple sources  F  F ... ...

 
Total        
Legal source        
Total      2448.6 48.3 44.6 51.9

One source      1463.8 28.9 25.6 32.4
Multiple sources          984.8 19.4 16.9 22.2

Illegal source        
Total      2126.3 41.9 38.4 45.5

One source          970.4 19.1 16.4 22.2
Multiple sources      1155.9 22.8 19.9 26.0

Friends and family        
Total      1876.8 37.0 33.5 40.6

One source          904.2 17.8 15.3 20.7
Multiple sources          969.9 19.1 16.4 22.2

Grown by the user or another person        
Total          429.6 8.5 6.6 10.8

One source          144.7 2.9E 1.9 4.3
Multiple sources          282.2 5.6 4.1 7.5

Other        
Total          190.7 3.8E 2.6 5.4

One source          111.3 2.2E 1.4 3.5
Multiple sources            76.8 1.5E 0.8 2.7

... not applicable
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E use with caution
F too unreliable to be published
1. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for females.
2. Confidence intervals are used to express the precision of the estimate.
Note(s): Data for the first half of 2019 represent combined data from the first and second quarters of 2019.
Source(s): National Cannabis Survey (5262).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262


The Daily, Thursday, August 15, 2019

Component of Statistics Canada catalogue no. 11-001-X14

Table 10
Main factors considered when deciding to purchase cannabis, among people reporting cannabis
use in past three months by gender, 15 years and older, Canada, first half of 2019
  People 95% confidence interval2

thousands % lower limit (%) upper limit (%)

Males        
Quality and safety 2,316.1 74.0 69.6 78.0
Lowest price 1,359.5 43.5 38.8 48.2
Accessible when I want 1,118.0 35.7 31.0 40.7
Location 1,055.0 33.7 29.4 38.3
Sell preferred THC and/or CBD potencies or

formulations 973.1 31.1 26.7 35.9
Able to purchase online 545.0 17.4 14.1 21.3
Sales support 342.2 10.91 8.1 14.7
Anonymity or discretion 597.1 19.11 15.1 23.8
Free shipping (online purchases) 392.5 12.5 9.6 16.3
Fast delivery 464.2 14.8 11.5 18.9
Sell preferred strain 621.1 19.91 16.1 24.2
Sell products not available in licensed stores or

websites 330.2 10.6 7.9 14.0
Other 187.6 6.0E 4.2 8.4

 
Females        
Quality and safety 1,458.3 78.5 73.5 82.8
Lowest price 747.0 40.2 34.7 45.9
Accessible when I want 608.2 32.7 27.7 38.2
Location 506.7 27.3 22.7 32.4
Sell preferred THC and/or CBD potencies or

formulations 586.7 31.6 26.7 36.9
Able to purchase online 342.3 18.4 14.4 23.2
Sales support 410.0 22.1 17.4 27.6
Anonymity or discretion 215.6 11.6 8.7 15.3
Free shipping (online purchases) 256.7 13.8 10.4 18.2
Fast delivery 230.6 12.4 9.0 16.8
Sell preferred strain 212.7 11.4E 8.2 15.8
Sell products not available in licensed stores or

websites 151.6 8.2E 5.2 12.6
Other 96.2 5.2E 3.3 8.1

 
Total        
Quality and safety 3,806.3 75.7 72.4 78.8
Lowest price 2,117.6 42.1 38.5 45.8
Accessible when I want 1,732.0 34.5 31.0 38.1
Location 1,580.9 31.5 28.2 35.0
Sell preferred THC and/or CBD potencies or

formulations 1,573.9 31.3 28.1 34.8
Able to purchase online 897.0 17.8 15.3 20.7
Sales support 765.7 15.2 12.6 18.3
Anonymity or discretion 814.1 16.2 13.5 19.4
Free shipping (online purchases) 658.9 13.1 10.7 15.9
Fast delivery 704.5 14.0 11.5 16.9
Sell preferred strain 835.2 16.6 13.9 19.7
Sell products not available in licensed stores or

websites 481.8 9.6 7.5 12.2
Other 284.2 5.7 4.3 7.5

E use with caution
1. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for females.
2. Confidence intervals are used to express the precision of the estimate.
Note(s):
Because cannabis consumers could select more than one source, the sum of the categories does not add to 100%.
Definition: Delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and cannabidiol (CBD).
Data for the first half of 2019 represent combined data from the first and second quarters of 2019.

Source(s): National Cannabis Survey (5262).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262
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Table 11
Number and percentage of people anticipating no change, higher or lower levels of cannabis use
in the next three months, by current (or former) use and gender, household population aged 15 or
older, Canada, first half of 2019
  People 95% confidence interval 8

thousands % lower limit (%) upper limit (%)

Anticipated use in the next 3 months        
Males        
No use 11,215.2 75.01 73.2 76.7
Less than monthly 1,150.1 7.7 6.6 8.9
Monthly 571.9 3.81 3.1 4.7
Weekly 797.5 5.31 4.4 6.4
Daily/ almost daily 1,211.5 8.11 7.0 9.4
Females        
No use 12,936.7 84.1 82.6 85.5
Less than monthly 1,037.9 6.7 5.8 7.9
Monthly 344.4 2.2 1.7 2.9
Weekly 389.5 2.5 2.0 3.2
Daily/ almost daily 675.6 4.4 3.7 5.2
Total        
No use 24,199.4 79.6 78.4 80.7
Less than monthly 2,197.7 7.2 6.5 8.0
Monthly 919.1 3.0 2.6 3.5
Weekly 1,195.0 3.9 3.4 4.5
Daily/ almost daily 1,905.9 6.3 5.6 7.0

 
Males        

Non user        
Never        
Same 7,501.4 98.9 98.1 99.3
Higher 86.0 1.1E 0.7 1.9
Lower ... ... ... ...
Former        
Same 3,598.0 86.42 83.6 88.8
Higher 565.1 13.62 11.2 16.4
Lower ... ... ...  

Current user        
Once or twice        
Same 548.5 65.3 56.5 73.2
Higher 222.8 26.5 19.4 35.2
Lower 68.1 8.1E 4.9 13.1
Monthly        
Same 301.5 79.63 67.2 88.1
Higher F F ... ...
Lower F F ... ...
Weekly        
Same 608.2 86.23 78.2 91.6
Higher F F ... ...
Lower 51.2 7.3E 4.2 12.3
Daily/ almost daily        
Same 1,145.1 92.53 87.8 95.5
Higher ... ... ... ...
Lower 92.8 7.5E 4.5 12.2

 
Females        

Non user        
Never        
Same 8,859.3 98.6 97.8 99.1
Higher 126.7 1.4E 0.9 2.2
Lower ... ... ... ...
Former        
Same 3,958.5 88.64 86.0 90.7
Higher 511.5 11.44 9.3 14.0
Lower ... ... ... ...

Current user        
Once or twice        
Same 448.2 62.4 53.7 70.4
Higher 197.6 27.5 20.2 36.3
Lower 72.7 10.1E 6.2 16.1
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Table 11 - continued
Number and percentage of people anticipating no change, higher or lower levels of cannabis use
in the next three months, by current (or former) use and gender, household population aged 15 or
older, Canada, first half of 2019
  People 95% confidence interval 8

thousands % lower limit (%) upper limit (%)

Monthly        
Same 141.9 72.6 56.0 84.7
Higher F F ... ...
Lower F F ... ...
Weekly        
Same 261.1 88.75 75.5 95.3
Higher F F ... ...
Lower F F ... ...
Daily/ almost daily        
Same 648.0 95.25 90.4 97.7
Higher ... ... ... ...
Lower F F ... ...

 
Total        

Non user        
Never        
Same 16,392.4 98.7 98.2 99.1
Higher 212.7 1.3E 0.9 1.8
Lower ... ... ... ...
Former        
Same 7,572.3 87.66 85.7 89.2
Higher 1,076.5 12.46 10.8 14.3
Lower ... ... ... ...

Current user        
Once or twice        
Same 1,006.4 64.2 58.1 69.9
Higher 420.3 26.8 21.5 32.8
Lower 140.8 9.0E 6.3 12.6
Monthly        
Same 446.2 77.37 68.0 84.5
Higher 59.5 10.3E7 6.1 16.8
Lower 71.4 12.4E 7.0 20.9
Weekly        
Same 877.3 87.17 80.7 91.6
Higher F F ... ...
Lower 76.6 7.6E 4.5 12.5
Daily/ almost daily        
Same 1,812.0 93.57 90.2 95.8
Higher ... ... ... ...
Lower 125.4 6.5E 4.2 9.8

... not applicable
E use with caution
F too unreliable to be published
1. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for females.
2. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for never a user (males).
3. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for current user (males).
4. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for never a user (females).
5. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for current user (females).
6. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for never a user (total).
7. Significantly different from corresponding estimate for current user (total).
8. Confidence intervals are used to express the precision of the estimate.
Note(s): Data for the first half of 2019 represent combined data from the first and second quarters of 2019.
Source(s): National Cannabis Survey (5262).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262
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Table 12
Number and percentage of people reporting cannabis use in the past three months by quarter
and other selected characteristics, household population aged 15 years or older, Canada, second
quarter 2018 and second quarter 2019
  People 95% confidence interval4

thousands % lower limit (%) upper limit (%)

Second quarter 2019        
Canada        
Including territorial capitals 4,878.1 16.1 14.6 17.7
Excluding territorial capitals 4,865.9 16.1 14.6 17.7
Gender        

Female1 1,847.7 12.1 10.4 13.9
Male 2,999.2 20.12 17.8 22.6
Age group        

15 to 241 1,022.5 25.5 19.3 33.1
25 to 44 2,489.4 24.1 21.1 27.4
45 to 64 1,022.7 10.52 8.8 12.4
65 or older 343.5 5.52,3 4.2 7.2
25 or older 3,855.6 14.62 13.2 16.2
Provincial or territorial capital        
Newfoundland and Labrador 69.4 15.9 11.9 20.8
Prince Edward Island 16.8 13.2E 9.5 18.2
Nova Scotia 194.5 24.42 19.9 29.5
New Brunswick 129.9 20.7 15.7 26.8
Quebec 713.6 10.32 7.9 13.3
Ontario 2,000.9 16.8 14.0 19.9
Manitoba 178.6 17.6 13.8 22.1
Saskatchewan 130.4 14.8 11.2 19.5
Alberta 707.5 20.32 16.5 24.7
British Columbia 724.3 17.9 14.0 22.6
Whitehorse (Yukon) 5.3 23.62 18.9 29.1
Yellowknife (Northwest Territories) 4.8 30.12 24.8 35.9
Iqaluit (Nunavut) 2.2 32.12 25.5 39.5

 
Second quarter 2018        

Canada        
Including territorial capitals 4,654.6 15.6 14.2 17.0
Excluding territorial capitals 4,643.1 15.6 14.2 17.0
Gender        

Female1 1,836.7 12.2 10.4 14.2
Male 2,817.8 19.12 17.0 21.3
Age group        

15 to 241 1,172.4 32.7 25.8 40.5
25 to 44 2,279.0 21.42 18.7 24.4
45 to 64 1,003.4 10.32 8.8 12.0
65 or older 199.8 3.42 2.4 4.6
25 or older 3,482.2 13.22 12.0 14.6
Provincial or territorial capital        
Newfoundland and Labrador 79.4 18.1 14.1 22.8
Prince Edward Island 23.7 19.2 14.7 24.8
Nova Scotia 165.6 21.02 17.0 25.6
New Brunswick 107.0 17.3 13.4 21.9
Quebec 727.6 10.62 8.3 13.3
Ontario 2,075.2 17.82 15.1 20.8
Manitoba 153.4 15.1 11.5 19.6
Saskatchewan 86.9 9.92 7.2 13.4
Alberta 533.4 15.6 12.3 19.4
British Columbia 690.9 17.3 13.7 21.6
Whitehorse (Yukon) 5.1 23.12 18.6 28.4
Yellowknife (Northwest Territories) 4.3 26.82 21.9 32.4
Iqaluit (Nunavut) 2.1 33.02 27.1 39.4

E use with caution
1. Reference category.
2. Significantly different from reference category; for regional comparisons signficantly different from rest of Canada (i.e. province or territorial capital compared to

rest of Canada minus the province or territorial capital).
3. Significantly different than corresponding estimate from the second quarter of 2018.
4. Confidence intervals are used to express the precision of the estimate.
Source(s): National Cannabis Survey (5262).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262
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Available tables: table 13-10-0383-01.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 5262.

The infographic "National Cannabis Survey 2nd quarter, 2019," which is part of Statistics
Canada — Infographics (11-627-M), is now available.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1310038301
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5262
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-627-M2019057
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-627-M
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca

