Wholesale trade, March 2026

Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Thursday, May 14, 2026

Wholesale sales increase in March

Wholesale sales (excluding petroleum, petroleum products, and other hydrocarbons and excluding oilseed and
grain) rose 1.9% to $89.0 billion in March. Sales increased in five of the seven subsectors, representing 79.6% of
total wholesale sales. The largest increase came from the machinery, equipment and supplies subsector.
Wholesale sales were 3.3% higher in March than in the same month one year earlier.

In volume terms, wholesale sales (excluding petroleum, petroleum products, and other hydrocarbons and excluding
oilseed and grain) increased 1.7% in March.

Chart 1
Wholesale sales (excluding petroleum, petroleum products, and other hydrocarbons and oilseed
and grain) increase in March
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Note(s): The higher variability associated with the trend-cycle estimates is indicated on the chart with a dotted line for the current reference month and the previous
three months. For more information, see the Note to readers.
Source(s): Tables 20-10-0074-01 and 20-10-0003-01.

Machinery, equipment and supplies subsector leads the gains

Sales in the machinery, equipment and supplies subsector rose 6.5% to $19.5 billion in March. The increase was
driven by higher sales in the computer and communications equipment and supplies industry group (+17.9% to
$5.9 billion). This was the largest increase for this industry group since January 2021, reflecting new product
releases and deliveries to government clients.

I*I Statistics  Statistique [ L4

Canada  Canada Canada


https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2010007401
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2010000301

The Daily, Thursday, May 14, 2026

The personal and household goods subsector also contributed to the increase in the wholesale trade sector in
March, with its sales rising 0.8% to $13.3 billion. The majority of the gain came from the pharmaceuticals and
pharmacy supplies industry (+1.0% to $7.8 billion), which posted its fifth consecutive monthly increase. The
pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies industry makes up roughly 60% of the personal and household goods
subsector.

The increase in wholesale sales in March was moderated by a decline in the farm product (excluding oilseed and
grain) subsector, which fell 3.8% to $1.7 billion.

Ontario and Alberta lead wholesale sales growth

In March, six provinces recorded higher wholesale sales, led by Ontario and Alberta.

Ontario posted the largest increase in sales, up 3.5% to $46.4 billion in March, marking the fourth increase in six
months. Higher sales were recorded in five of the seven subsectors. The machinery, equipment and supplies
subsector (+8.2% to $9.8 billion) reached the highest level of sales on record.

Alberta posted the second-largest increase in provincial sales in March, rising 3.2% to $9.7 billion. Sales increased
in five of the seven subsectors, with the machinery, equipment and supplies subsector (+10.7% to $3.0 billion)
reporting the largest increase.

Partly offsetting the provincial gains, wholesale sales in Quebec declined 2.2% to $15.7 billion in March. Overall,
four of the seven subsectors posted lower sales, led by the food, beverage and tobacco subsector (-5.5% to
$3.6 billion).

Wholesale inventory increases

Wholesale inventories (excluding petroleum, petroleum products, and other hydrocarbons and excluding oilseed
and grain) increased by 0.3% to $137.2 billion in March.

Inventories rose in three of the seven subsectors in March, with the largest increases occurring in the machinery,
equipment and supplies subsector (+2.0% to $41.4 billion) and the food, beverage and tobacco subsector (+0.5% to
$15.6 billion).

The inventory-to-sales ratio decreased from 1.57 in February to 1.54 in March. This ratio measures the number of
months required to exhaust inventories if sales remain at their current levels.

Sales increase in the first quarter

Wholesale sales (excluding petroleum, petroleum products and other hydrocarbons and excluding oilseed and
grain) increased 1.9% to $261.6 billion in the first quarter of 2026.

Sales increased in five of the seven subsectors. The largest increases were in the machinery, equipment and
supplies (+3.0% to $56.0 billion) and the personal and household goods (+3.8% to $39.4 billion) subsectors.

Wholesale sales were 1.8% higher in the first quarter of 2026 compared with the first quarter of 2025.
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Note to readers

This content was created with the assistance of a generative artificial intelligence (Al) tool and refined and verified by Statistics Canada
experts. To learn more about how we use Al responsibly, please visit the Trust Centre.

Wholesale (sales and inventories) values exclude petroleum, petroleum products, and other hydrocarbons and oilseed and grain unless
otherwise stated.

Petroleum, petroleum products, and other hydrocarbons and oilseed and grain data continue to be available in data tables but will be
excluded from monthly analysis until historical data are available.

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted and expressed in current dollars unless otherwise noted.

Seasonally adjusted data are data that have been modified to eliminate the effect of seasonal and calendar influences to allow for more
meaningful comparisons of economic conditions from period to period. For more information on seasonal adjustment, see Seasonal
adjustment: Concepts and interpretation, 2026.

Trend-cycle estimates are included in selected charts as a complement to the seasonally adjusted series. These data represent a
smoothed version of the seasonally adjusted time series and provide information on longer-term movements, including changes in
direction underlying the series. For information on trend-cycle data, see Trend-cycle estimates — Frequently asked questions.

Both seasonally adjusted data and trend-cycle estimates are subject to revision as additional observations become available. These
revisions could be large and could even lead to a reversal of movement, especially for reference months near the end of the series or
during periods of economic disruptions.

Total wholesale sales expressed in volume are calculated by deflating current dollar values using relevant price indexes. The wholesale
sales series in chained (2012) dollars is a chained Fisher volume index, with 2012 as the reference year. For more information, see the
publication "Deflation of wholesale sales."

The Monthly Wholesale Trade Survey covers all industries within the wholesale trade sector, as defined by the North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS), with the exception of business-to-business electronic markets, and agents and brokers (NAICS
code 419).

Advance indicator

Statistics Canada will provide an advance estimate of sales in the wholesale trade sector for April 2026 on May 25.

Next release

Wholesale trade data for April 2026 will be released on June 15.
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Table 1

Wholesale merchants' sales by industry—seasonally adjusted

March February March February to March 2025 to
2025 2026" 2026P March 2026 March 2026
millions of dollars % change
Total, wholesale sales (current
dollars) 120,547 118,462 134,619 13.6 11.7
Total, wholesale sales (current
dollars), excluding petroleum,
petroleum products, and other
hydrocarbons and oilseed and grain 86,149 87,370 88,993 1.9 3.3
Total, wholesale sales (2012 chained
dollars), excluding petroleum,
petroleum products, and other
hydrocarbons and oilseed and grain 63,918 62,977 64,026 1.7 0.2
Total wholesale sales (current
dollars), excluding motor vehicle
and parts, petroleum, petroleum
products, and other hydrocarbons
and oilseed and grain 70,992 72,807 74,412 2.2 4.8
Farm product (excluding oilseed and
grain) 1,576 1,816 1,747 -3.8 10.8
Oilseed and graint 2,871 2,832 2,752 -2.8 -4.2
Petroleum, petroleum products, and
other hydrocarbons? 31,527 28,261 42,874 51.7 36.0
Food, beverage and tobacco 15,228 16,448 16,420 -0.2 7.8
Food 13,497 14,586 14,571 -0.1 8.0
Beverage 1,044 1,195 1,142 -4.5 9.4
Cigarette and tobacco product 413 384 412 7.3 -0.2
Cannabis 275 282 296 4.6 7.5
Personal and household goods 12,471 13,190 13,293 0.8 6.6
Textile, clothing and footwear 1,269 1,595 1,595 0.0 25.7
Home entertainment equipment and
household appliance 968 860 866 0.7 -10.5
Home furnishings 645 668 665 -0.5 3.1
Personal goods 1,120 1,166 1,178 1.1 5.2
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy
supplies 7,367 7,680 7,755 1.0 5.3
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 1,102 1,220 1,234 11 12.0
Motor vehicle and motor vehicle parts
and accessories 15,157 14,563 14,581 0.1 -3.8
Motor vehicle 12,315 11,644 11,750 0.9 -4.6
New motor vehicle parts and
accessories 2,774 2,843 2,759 -3.0 -0.5
Used motor vehicle parts and
accessories 68 76 73 -4.1 6.0
Building material and supplies 12,015 12,089 12,157 0.6 1.2
Electrical, plumbing, heating and
air-conditioning equipment and
supplies 4,096 4,216 4,498 6.7 9.8
Metal service centres 2,113 2,103 2,078 -1.2 -1.7
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other
building supplies 5,807 5,770 5,582 -3.3 -3.9
Machinery, equipment and supplies 18,856 18,298 19,478 6.5 3.3
Farm, lawn and garden machinery and
equipment 2,961 2,617 2,651 1.3 -10.5
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Table 1 - continued
Wholesale merchants' sales by industry—seasonally adjusted

March February March February to March 2025 to
2025 2026" 2026P March 2026 March 2026
Construction, forestry, mining, and
industrial machinery, equipment and
supplies 6,033 6,020 6,403 6.4 6.1
Computer and communications
equipment and supplies 5,434 5,040 5,941 17.9 9.3
Other machinery, equipment and
supplies 4,428 4,620 4,484 -3.0 1.3
Miscellaneous 10,845 10,966 11,316 3.2 4.3
Recyclable material 1,302 1,390 1,381 -0.6 6.1
Paper, paper product and disposable
plastic product 1,217 1,237 1,279 3.4 5.1
Agricultural supplies 3,456 3,708 3,781 2.0 9.4
Chemical (except agricultural) and
allied product 1,840 1,782 1,857 4.2 0.9
Mineral, ore and precious metal 905 753 890 18.2 -1.7
Log, wood chips, and other wood
products 120 116 123 6.1 2.6
Other miscellaneous 2,005 1,981 2,005 1.2 -0.0
" revised

P preliminary

1. Not included in some of the totals for wholesale sales.
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): Tables 20-10-0074-01 and 20-10-0003-01.
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Table 2

Wholesale merchants' sales by province and territory—seasonally adjusted (excluding petroleum,
petroleum products, and other hydrocarbons and oilseed and grain)

March 2025 February 2026 March 2026P February to March 2025 to
March 2026 March 2026
millions of dollars % change
Canada 86,149 87,370 88,993 1.9 3.3
Newfoundland and Labrador 504 485 521 7.4 3.4
Prince Edward Island 114 114 118 3.6 3.3
Nova Scotia 1,280 1,304 1,259 -3.5 -1.6
New Brunswick 860 873 857 -1.8 -0.3
Quebec 15,166 16,073 15,716 -2.2 3.6
Ontario 44,215 44,788 46,352 3.5 4.8
Manitoba 2,084 2,117 2,106 -0.5 1.1
Saskatchewan 3,962 4,030 4,130 2.5 4.3
Alberta 9,738 9,379 9,678 3.2 -0.6
British Columbia 8,173 8,139 8,194 0.7 0.3
Yukon 15 23 21 -8.6 39.4
Northwest Territories 25 25 24 -6.0 -5.6
Nunavut 15 19 17 -11.6 13.0
r revised

P preliminary

Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.

Source(s): Table 20-10-0074-01.
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Table 3
Wholesale merchants' inventories by industry—seasonally adjusted
March February March February to March 2025 to
2025 2026" 2026P March 2026 March 2026
millions of dollars % change
Total, wholesale inventories 140,185 148,937 152,914 2.7 9.1
Total, wholesale inventories (excluding petroleum,
petroleum products, other hydrocarbons and oilseed
and grain) 127,930 136,767 137,224 0.3 7.3
Farm product (excluding oilseed and grain) 398 385 387 0.6 -2.8
Petroleum, petroleum products, and other hydrocarbons®
Food, beverage and tobacco 13,255 15,554 15,630 0.5 17.9
Food 11,595 13,911 14,040 0.9 21.1
Beverage 923 971 983 11 6.4
Cigarette and tobacco product 455 423 351 -16.9 -22.8
Cannabis 281 249 257 31 -8.7
Personal and household goods 20,740 23,776 23,763 -0.1 14.6
Textile, clothing and footwear 3,234 4,341 4,399 1.3 36.0
Home entertainment equipment and household appliance 1,464 1,606 1,632 1.6 11.5
Home furnishings 1,824 1,807F 1,827F 11 0.1
Personal goods 2,807 3,645 3,292 9.7 17.2
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies 10,246 11,020 11,263 2.2 9.9
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 1,165 1,356 1,350 -0.4 15.9
Motor vehicle and motor vehicle parts and accessories 17,768 17,769 17,669 -0.6 -0.6
Motor vehicle 11,419 10,830 10,576 -2.3 -7.4
New motor vehicle parts and accessories 6,218 6,802 6,948 2.1 11.7
Used motor vehicle parts and accessories F F 144E F F
Building material and supplies 22,426 22,742 22,687 -0.2 1.2
Electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies 7,137 7,056 7,445 5.5 4.3
Metal service centres 5,623E 5,394 4,961 8.0 -11.8
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies 9,665 10,292 10,281 -0.1 6.4
Machinery, equipment and supplies 38,604 40,628 41,428 2.0 7.3
Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment 10,834 11,940 12,202 2.2 12.6
Construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery,
equipment and supplies 17,139 17,272 18,023 4.4 5.2
Computer and communications equipment and supplies 3,433 3,702 3,706 0.1 8.0
Other machinery, equipment and supplies 7,199 7,714 7,497 -2.8 4.1
Miscellaneous 14,739 15,914 15,660 -1.6 6.2
Recyclable material 1,085 1,309 1,284 -1.9 18.4
Paper, paper product and disposable plastic product 1,438 1,481 1,373 -7.3 -4.6
Agricultural supplies 6,690 7,212 7,035 -25 5.2
Chemical (except agricultural) and allied product 1,769 1,866 1,966 5.4 11.2
Mineral, ore and precious metal 279 251 192 -23.5 -31.2
Log, wood chips, and other wood 82 85 109 27.4 33.0
Other miscellaneous 3,396 3,711 3,701 -0.3 9.0
r revised

P preliminary

.. not available for a specific reference period

E use with caution

F too unreliable to be published

1. Not included in some of the totals for wholesale inventories.
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): Table 20-10-0076-01.
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Available tables: 20-10-0003-01, 20-10-0074-01 and 20-10-0076-01.
Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2401.
For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us

(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).
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