Travel between Canada and other countries,
May 2025

Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Wednesday, July 23, 2025

Highlights

In May, the number of trips to Canada by US residents decreased 5.6% year over year, while for overseas
residents, the number of trips fell 6.6%.

The number of Canadian-resident return trips from the United States in May was down 31.9% from May 2024, while
return trips from overseas increased 8.9%.

On a seasonally adjusted monthly basis, Canadian residents returned from fewer trips abroad for a fifth consecutive
month, down 3.1% in May 2025. US-resident arrivals increased 2.1%, while overseas-resident arrivals rose 2.0%.

Trips to Canada by US residents continue to decrease

In May, US-resident trips to Canada (2.0 million) declined year over year for a fourth consecutive month, down 5.6%
from the same month in 2024.

Arrivals by automobile (1.2 million) were down 7.0% year over year in May 2025. Over half (51.6%) of these arrivals
were same-day trips. Meanwhile, air arrivals (470,100) were down 1.7% year over year. The number of US
residents who disembarked in Canada from cruise ships was 196,800 in May, edging up 0.4% from the same month
in 2024.
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Chart 1
Year-over-year change in US visitors entering Canada, by province or territory of arrival,
May 2025, unadjusted data
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Source(s): Table 24-10-0053-01.

Trips to Canada by overseas residents continue to decline

In May 2025, 575,100 overseas residents arrived in Canada, down 6.6% from May 2024, marking the eighth
consecutive month of year-over-year decline. In May 2025, the majority (79.8%) of overseas-resident arrivals were
by air.

Fewer arrivals from both Europe (-4.1%) and Asia (-11.3%)—the two largest source markets for overseas visitors to
Canada—contributed the most to the year-over-year decline in overseas arrivals in May.

In May, the top three countries of residence for overseas visitors were the United Kingdom (78,400), India (61,300)
and France (48,600), accounting for 32.7% of all overseas arrivals in Canada.
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Chart 2
Overseas visitors entering Canada, by continent of residence, January 2019 to May 2025,
unadjusted data
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Source(s): Table 24-10-0050-01.

Trips abroad by Canadian residents continue to decrease

Canadian residents returned from 3.4 million trips abroad in May, representing a 22.5% decrease and marking the
fifth consecutive month of year-over-year decline. Of those trips, 53.1% were by air, down 3.1% year over year.

The number of Canadian-resident return trips by air from the United States in May decreased by 17.4% from
May 2024. Meanwhile, Canadian-resident return trips by air from overseas countries increased 9.3% in
May 2025 compared with one year earlier.

In May, Canadian-resident return trips from the United States by automobile declined by 37.4% to 1.5 million. Of
these trips, 63.9% were same-day trips.
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Chart 3

Canadian residents returning to Canada from abroad, May 2024 to May 2025
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Table 1
Travel between Canada and other countries — Unadjusted data
May May May 2024 to May
2025 2024 2025
arrivals % change
International visitors entering or returning to Canada 5,933,663 7,076,208 -16.1
Non-resident visitors entering Canada 2,532,328 2,687,964 -5.8
US residents entering Canada 1,957,233 2,072,414 -5.6
Air 470,076 478,262 -1.7
Automobile 1,177,407 1,265,855 -7.0
Same-day 607,021 629,269 -3.5
One or more nights 570,386 636,586 -10.4
Other modes 309,750 328,297 -5.6
Overseas residents entering Canada 575,095 615,550 -6.6
Air 458,735 472,784 -3.0
Other modes 116,360 142,766 -18.5
Top overseas markets
United Kingdom1 78,370 77,845 0.7
France 48,635 51,505 -5.6
India2 61,318 77,605 -21.0
Mexico 29,671 32,586 -8.9
Germany 30,808 34,847 -11.6
China® 29,863 28,324 5.4
Australia 39,450 36,425 8.3
South Korea 17,684 16,833 51
Brazil 10,860 11,276 -3.7
Japan 10,608 10,091 5.1
Canadian residents returning to Canada from abroad 3,401,335 4,388,244 -22.5
Canadian residents returning from the United States 2,303,874 3,380,612 -31.9
Air 713,375 863,362 -17.4
Automobile 1,491,663 2,384,435 -37.4
Same-day 953,741 1,565,217 -39.1
One or more nights 537,922 819,218 -34.3
Other modes 98,836 132,815 -25.6
Canadian residents returning from overseas 1,097,461 1,007,632 8.9
Air 1,092,191 999,664 9.3

1. Includes England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. Excludes the Channel Islands, British Overseas Territories, Guernsey, Isle of Man, Jersey, and Sark.
2. Since 1975, includes Sikkim.

3. Excludes Hong Kong and Macao. Includes Tibet.

Source(s): Tables 24-10-0050-01 and 24-10-0053-01.

Seasonally adjusted arrivals

Tourism is influenced by seasonal effects (e.g., actual seasons and holidays such as Canada Day and
Thanksgiving) and by calendar effects (e.g., number of weekends in a month). All statistics in this section are based
on seasonally adjusted data (for more information, see the Note to readers).

Trips to Canada by US residents increase

On a seasonally adjusted monthly basis, the overall number of arrivals in Canada by US residents rose by 2.1% in
May. Increases in arrivals by air (+2.5%) and by automobile (+2.7%) contributed to the monthly growth.
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Chart 4
Percent change in US visitors entering Canada, by province or territory of arrival, April to
May 2025, seasonally adjusted data
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Source(s): Table 24-10-0054-01.

Trips to Canada by overseas residents up

In May, the number of overseas-resident arrivals in Canada increased by 2.0% on a seasonally adjusted monthly
basis, led by residents of Oceania (+11.5%) and Asia (+2.8%). By volume, increases in the number of visitors from
Australia (+12.2%) and Japan (+9.1%) helped offset the decrease in the number of visitors from ltaly (-22.1%).
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Chart 5
Overseas visitors entering Canada, by continent of residence, January 2019 to May 2025,
seasonally adjusted data
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Source(s): Table 24-10-0051-01.

Canadian-resident return trips from abroad decline

On a seasonally adjusted monthly basis, Canadian residents returned from fewer trips abroad for a fifth consecutive
month, down 3.1% in May. This decline was the result of a reduction in automobile trips to the United States
(-2.2%), which accounted for 43.6% of overall Canadian-resident trips abroad. Trips by air to the United States
(-4.2%) were also down, and they accounted for 21.4% of all Canadian-resident trips abroad.

In May, Canadian-resident trips overseas by air, which accounted for 32.9% of all Canadian-resident trips abroad,
declined 4.0% compared with April.
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Table 2
Travel between Canada and other countries — Seasonally adjusted data

April to May 2025

% change
International visitors entering or returning to Canada -0.8
Non-resident visitors entering Canada 21
US residents entering Canada 2.1
Air 25
Automobile 2.7
Same-day 4.8
One or more nights 0.6
Other modes -1.4
Overseas residents entering Canada 2.0
Air 3.2
Other modes -3.4
Top overseas markets
United Kingdom1 4.9
France 1.6
India? 3.1
Mexico -1.4
Germany -2.9
China® 0.9
Australia 12.2
South Korea 2.0
Brazil -1.3
Japan 9.1
Canadian residents returning to Canada from abroad -3.1
Canadian residents returning from the United States -2.7
Air -4.2
Automobile -2.2
Same-day 1.2
One or more nights -7.5
Other modes 2.0
Canadian residents returning from overseas -3.9
Air -4.0

1. Includes England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. Excludes the Channel Islands, British Overseas Territories, Guernsey, Isle of Man, Jersey, and Sark.
2. Since 1975, includes Sikkim.

3. Excludes Hong Kong and Macao. Includes Tibet.

Source(s): Tables 24-10-0051-01 and 24-10-0054-01.
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Chart 6
Non-resident visitors entering Canada and Canadian residents returning to Canada,
January 2019 to May 2025
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Focus on Canada and the United States

In May, Canadian residents returned from 2.3 million trips to the United States, representing a 31.9% decrease
from the same month in 2024 and accounting for 67.7% of all trips taken by Canadian residents in May 2025.

Meanwhile, US residents took 2.0 million trips to Canada in May, down 5.6% from the same month in 2024 and
representing 77.3% of all non-resident trips to Canada in May 2025.

An article recently published in Statistics Canada's Economic and Social Reports highlights the "Recent
changes in Canadian-resident travel to the United States."

For more data and insights on areas touched by the socio-economic relationship between Canada and the
United States, see the Focus on Canada and the United States webpage.
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Explore tourism data

To further explore current and historical data in an interactive format, see Frontier Counts: Interactive
Dashboard.

For more current estimates of international arrivals to Canada, please see the release, "Leading indicator of
international arrivals to Canada."

For other tourism-related information, see the Travel and Tourism Statistics portal.

Did you know we have a mobile app?

Download our mobile app and get timely access to data at your fingertips! The StatsCAN app is available for
free on the App Store and on Google Play.

Note to readers

Unless otherwise specified, this release uses unadjusted (raw) data.

For more information on concepts, definitions, data sources and methods, refer to Frontier Counts.

Seasonal adjustment

Tourism is influenced by seasonal effects (e.g., holidays such as Canada Day and Thanksgiving) and calendar effects (e.g., number of
weekends in a month). Seasonally adjusted data are data that have been modified to eliminate the effect of seasonal and calendar
influences to allow for more meaningful comparisons of economic conditions from period to period. For more information on seasonal
adjustment, see Seasonally adjusted data — Frequently asked questions.

Revisions

Data for May 2025 are preliminary and subject to revisions, as Statistics Canada is undertaking work to integrate new data sources to the
Frontier Counts program.

Seasonally adjusted data for February to April 2025 have been revised. No revisions were made to the unadjusted data.
New tables
Annual views are now available for Frontier Counts:

. 24-10-0050-02 Non-resident visitors entering Canada, by country of residence, annual
. 24-10-0052-02 Vehicles entering Canada by land, by vehicle type and licence plate, annual

. 24-10-0053-02 International travellers entering or returning to Canada, by type of transportation and traveller
type, annual

. 24-10-0055-02 Non-resident visitors entering Canada, by country of residence, mode of transportation, arrival
type and traveller type, annual

Canada Post service disruptions
Statistics Canada will monitor the impacts of any potential Canada Post service disruption on future releases.
Next release

"Travel between Canada and other countries" for June will be released on August 22.
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Available tables: 24-10-0050-01 to 24-10-0055-01 .
Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 5005.

The product "Frontier Counts: Interactive Dashboard," part of the Data Visualization Products series
(71-607-X), is available.

The article "Recent changes in Canadian-resident travel to the United States" is also available.
For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods, or data quality of this release, contact us

(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).
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