
Perspectives on country attribution in
Canadian international merchandise trade
statistics
Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Thursday, March 6, 2025

In Canadian international merchandise trade statistics, import and export data are available by partner country to
provide insight into the countries with which Canada trades. With imports in particular, the method for defining the
partner country can result in different values of trade being attributed to each country depending on the type of data
being used, namely, customs-basis or balance of payments (BOP)-basis data. For exports, breaking out total
exports into domestic exports and re-exports can provide an additional perspective on the trade relationship with
the partner country.

Today, the introduction of two new data tables offers more direct insight into country attributions in Canada's
international merchandise trade statistics. Table 12-10-0178 offers data for customs-basis imports by country of
origin and country of export, and table 12-10-0179 offers data for customs-basis total exports, domestic exports and
re-exports. For each table, data are available for Canada's 27 principal trading partners as well as the product
sections and groups of the trade variant of the North American Product Classification System (NAPCS) 2022.

To begin with import data, international standards for merchandise trade statistics recommend that the partner
country in customs-basis data be attributed to the country of origin, which is the country in which the goods were
grown, extracted or manufactured. For additional detail, the country of export is also available for imports. The
country of export is the country from which the goods were directly shipped to Canada. These two methods for
attributing the partner country result in different values being assigned to each country. Both include goods
originating in and shipped directly from the partner country. In addition to this, imports by country of origin include
goods originating from the partner country but exported from a third country, and imports by country of export
include goods of foreign origin re-exported from the partner country.

Imports on a BOP-basis are attributed to the country of export to align with the concept of change in ownership
used in macroeconomic accounts statistics. Therefore, customs-basis import data attributed to the country of export
are more closely comparable to the BOP-basis import data. Aside from the method for attributing the partner
country, the main differences that remain between customs-basis and BOP-basis data are BOP adjustments related
to valuation, coverage, and timing.

Switching to exports, total exports are the sum of both domestic exports and re-exports of foreign-origin goods.
Domestic exports are exports of goods that are grown, extracted, or manufactured in Canada. Re-exports are
exports of goods of foreign origin that were previously imported into Canada and then exported either without
significant alteration or after undergoing minor processing (such as packaging), which keeps their essential nature
unchanged. The partner country in exports is attributed to the country of last known destination on both a
customs-basis and a BOP-basis. Therefore, these two types of data are comparable from the perspective of country
attribution, however differences related to BOP adjustments may remain.

Gaining further insight into Canada's trade balance

Canada's official measure for the trade balance is calculated by subtracting BOP-basis imports from BOP-basis
exports. One limitation of the BOP-basis data is that they are currently available for either Canada's principal
trading partners or by product according to the NAPCS classification, but not for both. On the other hand, this
two-dimensional view is available in the customs-basis data. Considering that the customs-basis import data
attributed to the country of export is more closely aligned with the BOP-basis import data, product-focused analysis
using the country of export for attribution will be closer to the ownership-based BOP-basis framework. Import data
attributed to the country of export dimension, as well as the country of origin, are available by product for the
customs-basis data in the data table.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210017801
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210017901
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Using the customs-basis data to gain insight into Canada's trade balance can be demonstrated using the example
of Canada's trade with the United States. On a BOP-basis, Canada's imports from the United States were
$487.9 billion in 2024. On a customs-basis attributed to the country of origin, Canada's imports from the United
States were $375.0 billion for the same year. This latter value is notably smaller than the BOP-basis value as a
result of the attribution of the country. However, the value of customs-basis imports attributed to the country of
export, at $471.3 billion, is more in alignment with the BOP-basis import value, which is also attributed to the
country of export.

Chart 1
Canada's balance of payments-basis imports, customs-basis imports attributed to the country of
origin, and customs-basis imports attributed to the country of export, from the United States, not
seasonally adjusted, monthly, January 2015 to December 2024
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Source(s): Canadian International Merchandise Trade (Customs Basis) (2201), Canadian International Merchandise Trade (Balance of Payments Basis) (2202),
tables 12-10-0178-01 and 12-10-0011-01.

Taking this a step further, net exports—the term used to indicate a "balance" on a customs basis—can be
calculated by subtracting customs-basis imports attributed to the country of export from customs-basis exports to
approximate the official BOP-basis trade balance. Canada's net exports with the United States calculated as such
were +$124.9 billion in 2024. In comparison, the BOP-basis trade surplus for the same year was $102.3 billion
while net exports calculated using import data attributed to the country of origin were +$221.2 billion.

Revealing trade flows with Canada's trading partners

Data based on these different country attribution concepts can be used to reveal important trade flows with different
countries. Data for imports attributed to the country of origin and the country of export can provide perspective on
the flow of goods to Canada. Using trade with Mexico as an example, Canada imported $47.3 billion in

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=2201
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=2202
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210001101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210017801
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Mexican-origin goods in 2024. Of this, $19.4 billion in goods were imported directly from the United States.
Mexican-origin goods imported directly from the United States included electronic and electrical equipment and
parts ($6.2 billion) as well as motor vehicles and parts ($3.8 billion), mainly motor vehicle engines and motor vehicle
parts.

Infographic 1 –  Flow of imports

This flow, shown in infographic 1, denotes goods that were grown, extracted or manufactured in Mexico, then
imported into the United States, where they cleared customs. While in the United States, the goods may have
remained unchanged or undergone minor processing, and then were subsequently re-exported to Canada.
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Re-exports differ from in-transit shipments, which represent exchanges between two countries that rely in part on a
third country's transportation infrastructure. Such shipments typically do not clear customs in the third country, and
this country would therefore not be listed as either the country of origin or the country of export.

In the reverse scenario, shown in infographic 2, using the export data broken out by domestic exports and
re-exports can provide the perspective on the flow of goods from Canada. In 2024, Canada exported $780.1 billion
in goods to the world, mainly comprised of domestic exports (92.4%). Re-exports were valued at $59.7 billion,
mainly destined for the United States, the United Kingdom and Germany.

Infographic 2 –  Flow of exports
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Understanding asymmetries in bilateral trade data comparisons

The availability of customs-basis import data by country of origin and country of export as well as exports broken
out by domestic exports and re-exports also provide insight when comparing bilateral trade data produced by two
countries, as country attribution is the key reason for asymmetries. More information on this can be found in
Comparing Canadian and US bilateral trade in goods data, 2014, 2015 and 2016 and Understanding the Canadian
international merchandise trade balance.

Did you know we have a mobile app?
Download our mobile app and get timely access to data at your fingertips! The StatsCAN app is available for
free on the App Store and on Google Play.

Note to readers

International trade data by country are available for Canada's 27 principal trading partners (PTPs). The list of PTPs is based on their
annual share of total merchandise trade—imports and exports—with Canada in 2012.

More information on data sources, concepts and definitions for customs-basis and balance of payments-basis statistics can be found in
the Guide to Canadian International Merchandise Trade Statistics.

Important notice to users of import statistics following the implementation of CBSA Assessment and Revenue Management
(CARM)

Statistics Canada's primary data source used in the compilation of import statistics is undergoing a major transition as a result of the
Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) Assessment and Revenue Management (CARM) digital initiative, implemented on
October 21, 2024. Despite improved coverage since the last publication of Canadian International Merchandise Trade statistics, delays in
the receipt of import data at Statistics Canada continue to impact the completeness and quality of import statistics.

Analysis indicates that additional data volumes will be received after Statistics Canada's deadline for monthly collection for the reference
months of October 2024 through January 2025. While strategies for producing estimates to account for the late receipt of data have been
enhanced to maximize the comprehensiveness of merchandise trade indicators for these months, Statistics Canada's ability to respond to
these issues is limited.

Canadian International Merchandise Trade statistics are produced on both a customs basis and a balance-of-payments basis. Customs
basis statistics are highly detailed and multidimensional, while more aggregated balance-of-payments basis statistics are aligned with
Canada's macroeconomic accounting framework and are the source for key indicators related to merchandise trade. Within the customs
basis statistics, the use of estimates is limited compared with the balance-of-payments basis statistics, relying on placeholder estimates
within the special transactions category to partially account for data expected to be received at a later date. Within balance-of-payments
basis statistics, estimation is more comprehensive in order to produce a more complete picture of Canada's import activity throughout the
various categories for the affected months.

In light of the issues that are temporarily impacting the completeness and quality of international merchandise trade statistics, users
should exercise caution and expect material revisions until the situation stabilizes. This is particularly true for import statistics on a
customs basis, where estimation is more limited. While revisions to balance-of-payments basis statistics may be less apparent at the total
import level, values by category will still be subject to material revisions as actual data replace estimates. Statistics Canada will provide
further updates as new information becomes available.

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/statistical-programs/document/2201_D18_V1
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/180206/dq180206b-eng.htm
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/sc/mobile-applications?utm_source=daily-article-en&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=statcan-statcan-sma-24-25
https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/statscan/id1581143394
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.statcan.StatCan
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/13-605-X202400100001
https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/services/carm-gcra/menu-eng.html
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Available tables: 12-10-0178-01 and 12-10-0079-01.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey numbers 2201 and 2202.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210007901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210017801
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=2202
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=2201
mailto:infostats@statcan.gc.ca
mailto:statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca

