Elementary-secondary education: Finances,
students and educators, 2022/2023
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In 2022/2023, 5.8 million students were enrolled in Canadian elementary and secondary school programs, with the
vast majority attending public schools (91.3%). However, the share of students in private schools (7.7%) increased
for the second consecutive year, while the proportion of homeschooled students (0.9%) continued to decline,
approaching levels observed before the COVID-19 pandemic.

While the total number of student enrolments increased by 1.7% in 2022/2023, expenditures for Canadian
elementary and secondary education (+2.6%) rose at a faster pace, reaching $95.9 billion. Provincial and territorial
governments remained the main source of funding for elementary and secondary education, contributing
$72.5 billion, or 73.3% of the total funding.

Public school enrolments reach a two-decade high

Public school enrolments for elementary and secondary education increased by 1.9% to 5.3 million in 2022/2023,
reaching the highest level of enrolments since 2002/2003. The increase in 2022/2023 coincided with the largest
total population aged 4 to 17 years since 1977, according to Statistics Canada population estimates.

At the provincial and territorial level, the largest increases in public school enrolments in 2022/2023 were in New
Brunswick (+3.7%) and Alberta (+3.3%). Both provinces experienced high population growth in net non-permanent
residents in 2022/2023 as well as significant increases in interprovincial migration.

Shares of enrolments in French immersion and minority official language programs
continue to decline

In 2022/2023, enrolments in French immersion programs as a share of total enrolments fell to 11.7%, down from a
peak of 12.3% in 2020/2021. This marked the end of a 21-year-long upward trend. In 2022/2023, declines were
observed in all provinces and territories that provide data on French immersion programs, except Yukon, where
enrolments increased from 15.5% to 16.2%. These programs are primarily designed for students who want to
develop a proficiency in French as a second language.

Minority official language programs, distinct from immersion programs, aim to allow children in the official language
minority to pursue their education in their language. The share of these enrolments in Canada outside of Quebec
also declined; it edged down from a peak of 4.4% in 2020/2021 to 4.3% in 2022/2023.

In Quebec, although the number of enrolments in minority official language programs increased in 2022/2023 to just
under 85,000, the proportion of these enrolments compared with the overall school population was 8.5%, an all-time
low.

Since the height of the pandemic, many provinces and territories have reported having educator shortages for
minority-language programs and have begun to introduce new recruitment and retention programs to mitigate these
challenges.

Public schools allocate record amount of spending to capital projects

In 2022/2023, growth in total expenditures made by public elementary and secondary schools rose to $79.0 billion,
an increase of 2.8% from the previous year. During this period, public school spending on capital projects increased
by 13.1% to $8.6 billion. This represents the largest capital outlay in a single year as well as the largest share of
total expenditures dedicated to capital projects (10.8%) in the 62-year time series.
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Record single-year spending on capital projects in 2022/2023 in Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba drove this trend at
the provincial and territorial level. Initiatives such as the 2021-2031 Quebec Infrastructure Plan, Ontario Builds and
the Manitoba Schools Project, among others, have been launched in recent years to modernize and expand school
spaces and facilities.

Did you know we have a mobile app?

Get timely access to data right at your fingertips by downloading the StatsCAN app, available for free on the
App Store and on Google Play.

Note to readers

Data for the annual Financial Information of Elementary and Secondary Schools survey are collected at the public-school board and
district levels across Canada by ministries and departments of education and are shared with Statistics Canada for dissemination at the
provincial and territorial levels.

All of the financial figures are in constant 2022/2023 dollars adjusted for inflation, unless otherwise noted.

Data for this survey are not available at the school board and district levels.

Caution should be taken when comparing provinces and territories directly, as funding formulas, structures and fiscal periods differ
between provinces and territories.

Available tables: 37-10-0063-01 to 37-10-0067-01 .
Definitions, data sources and methods: survey numbers 3119 and 3140.
For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us

(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).
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