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Today, Statistics Canada is releasing three data tables that provide insights into racialized populations by household
composition and the perception of their local community using the most recent data available from the 2021 Census
of Population and the 2022 Canadian Housing Survey. This information is part of the Social Inclusion Framework for
Ethnocultural Groups in Canada and serves to inform the development of anti-racism and anti-discrimination
policies.

In Canada, among racialized groups, Arab, West Asian and Korean individuals were the
most likely to live in households consisting of a couple and children, without additional
persons

Data on household composition offer insights on how living arrangements reflect socioeconomic living conditions.
They also shed light on the immediate support that can be received from household members.

Based on data from the 2021 Census of Population, most racialized individuals aged 15 and older were part of a
one-census-family household, that is, they were part of a household consisting of one couple with children (40.4%),
one couple without children (12.5%), or one-parent family (8.6%). This was also the case for the majority of the total
Canadian population in the same age group (couple with children: 34.5%; couple without children: 25.3%; and
one-parent family: 8.2%).

However, the proportion of persons aged 15 years and older living in a household composed of one couple with
children was higher among racialized populations than the total Canadian population (34.5%). Among racialized
groups, Arab (57.2%), West Asian (45.8%) and Korean (45.2%) individuals were the most likely to live in
households comprising one couple with children. The Black population (35.0%) posted a proportion similar to the
Canadian national average.

Conversely, among persons aged 15 years and older, living in a one-parent-family household was more common
among the Black population (18.0%) than among the South Asian (4.1%), Filipino (6.3%) or Chinese (7.6%)
populations. By comparison, the proportion of the total Canadian population in that same age group that was part of
a one-parent-family household was 8.2%.

South Asian, Filipino and Southeast Asian groups were more likely to be part of a
multigenerational household

Various demographic, socioeconomic and cultural factors may influence the formation of a family or the dissolution
of unions as well as the type of living arrangement of persons and families. For racialized groups, household
composition may also reflect a form of economic support or transition that can vary by groups.

In this regard, in 2021, among individuals aged 15 years and older, racialized groups were more likely than the total
Canadian population to be in either a multigenerational household (12.6% compared to 6.0% for the total Canadian
population), a multiple-census-family household (2.8% compared to 1.4%), or a one-census-family household with
additional persons (7.6% compared to 5.0%).

For example, South Asian (19.8%), Filipino (13.0%) and Southeast Asian (12.9%) Canadians posted the highest
proportion of individuals aged 15 years and older who live in a multigenerational household, compared with 6.0% of
the total Canadian population. People in these same three groups were also more likely to be in a
multiple-census-family household, as well as in a one-census-family household with additional persons.

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/topics-start/gender_diversity_and_inclusion/social-inclusion-framework
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/36-28-0001/2023012/article/00003-eng.htm
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Among the racialized population aged 15 years and older, 7.1% were in a household with two or more unrelated
persons, also known as a roommate household, while 8.3% were living alone. By comparison, the proportions of
these two types of households were 5.1% and 14.5% respectively for the total Canadian population aged 15 years
and older. Among the racialized groups, the Filipino (4.2%), South Asian (4.6%) and Southeast Asian (7.7%)
populations posted the lowest shares of people living alone.

Did you know we have a mobile app?
Download our mobile app and get timely access to data at your fingertips! The StatsCAN app is available for
free on the App Store and on Google Play.

Note to readers

Using data from 2021 Census of Population, this release presents some results on the household composition of individuals
aged 15 years and older living in private households.

The three new data tables now available are based on the 2021 Census of Population and the 2022 Canadian Housing Survey.
Depending on the data source, the tables provide more detailed information including religion and selected characteristics (age group,
gender, marital status, immigration status and generation status).

The new data tables as well as other associated products are part of the Social Inclusion Framework and are released by Statistics
Canada's Centre for Gender, Diversity and Inclusion Statistics to support Canada's Anti-Racism Strategy by providing insights.

Definitions

The concept of "racialized group" is derived directly from the "visible minority" variable in the census. "Visible minority" refers to whether a
person is a visible minority or not, as defined by the Employment Equity Act. The Employment Equity Act defines visible minorities as
"persons, other than Aboriginal peoples, who are non-Caucasian in race or non-white in colour." The visible minority population consists
mainly of the following groups: South Asian, Chinese, Black, Filipino, Arab, Latin American, Southeast Asian, West Asian, Korean and
Japanese.

One-census-family household without additional persons

This category includes households that contains only one census family, without additional persons not in a census family. A census
family is defined as a couple, with or without children, or a one-parent family and no additional people.

Multigenerational household

This category includes households with three or more generations. These households contain at least one person who is both the
grandparent of a person in the household and the parent of another person in the same household.

Roommate household refers to a two-or-more-person non-census-family household.

This category includes households containing two or more persons, none of whom belong to a census family.

Multiple-census-family household excludes persons in multigenerational households and may include additional persons not part of a
census family.

Generation status refers to whether or not the person or the person's parents were born in Canada.

• "First generation" includes persons who were born outside Canada. For the most part, these are persons who
are now, or once were, immigrants to Canada.

• "Second generation" includes persons who were born in Canada and had at least one parent born outside
Canada. For the most part, these are the children of immigrants.

• "Third generation or more" includes persons who were born in Canada with all parents born in Canada.

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/sc/mobile-applications?utm_source=daily-article-en&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=statcan-statcan-sma-24-25
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.statcan.StatCan
https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/statscan/id1581143394
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/topics-start/gender_diversity_and_inclusion/social-inclusion-framework
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/combatting-racism-discrimination/anti-racism-strategy-2019-2022.html
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop127
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Available tables: 43-10-0058-01, 98-10-0656-01 and 98-10-0657-01.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey numbers 3901 and 5269.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=9810065701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=4310005801
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=9810065601
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5269
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3901
mailto:infostats@statcan.gc.ca
mailto:statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca

