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Families of children with long-term conditions or disabilities may face unique challenges in finding child care and
difficulties within their care arrangements. The first ever Survey on Early Learning and Child Care Arrangements -
Children with Long-term Conditions and Disabilities (SELCCA-CLCD) provides insight into the child care
experiences of children with long-term conditions or disabilities.

Access to quality child care is an important concern for many parents in Canada. Budget 2021 included a focus on
affordable, accessible and high-quality child care, with specific support outlined for accessible child care spaces.

Among children with long-term conditions or disabilities in child care, more than
two-thirds use centre-based child care

In 2023, just over 6 in 10 children with long-term conditions or disabilities aged 0 to 5 years (62%) were in child
care. In terms of type of arrangement, the most common type used by children with long-term conditions or
disabilities in child care was centre-based child care (69% of those in care), followed by care by a relative other
than a parent (24%) and home-based child care (12%).

While the SELCCA-CLCD does not allow for comparisons of child care use between children with and without
long-term conditions or disabilities, other data sources, such as the Canadian Survey of Early Learning and Child
Care (CSELCC), look at child care arrangements for all children aged 5 years and younger. According to the
CSELCC, in 2023, 56% of all children aged 0 to 5 years were in child care. Among all children in care, 61%
attended centre-based child care, 21% were cared for by a relative other than a parent and 16% were in
home-based child care.

Over one-third of children who receive support services or therapies get them in child
care

Children with long-term conditions or disabilities may require support services or therapies for their condition.
In 2023, 56% of children with long-term conditions or disabilities in child care received at least one support service
or therapy in the past three months at their child care arrangement or elsewhere.

Among children who received support services or therapies in the past three months in 2023, over one-third (35%)
received at least some of these services within child care. For those who received occupational therapy, 36%
received it within their care arrangement, while for those who received speech and language therapy, 30% received
it within their care arrangement.

Aside from formal services and therapies, children with long-term conditions or disabilities may require extra
support with certain activities while in child care compared with most children of the same age. Overall, 61% of
children in child care with long-term conditions or disabilities needed at least one type of extra support at their child
care in 2023. The most commonly reported types of extra support needed were for social interactions (32%),
managing behaviour (30%), learning (30%) and communicating (29%).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-629-X2024001
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2021/04/budget-2021-a-canada-wide-early-learning-and-child-care-plan.html
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-631-x/11-631-x2023005-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/231205/dq231205a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=4210003101&pickMembers%5B0%5D=1.1&pickMembers%5B1%5D=2.2&cubeTimeFrame.startYear=2023&cubeTimeFrame.endYear=2023&referencePeriods=20230101%2C20230101
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In 2023, the majority of parents reported they agreed that their care arrangement met their child's needs for extra
support for social interactions (71%), behaviour (71%), learning (76%) or communicating (65%). Additionally, 18%
of children needed support with their medical needs, and most (80%) of those parents agreed that these needs
were being met.

Did you know we have a mobile app?
Get timely access to data right at your fingertips by downloading the StatsCAN app, available for free on the
App Store and on Google Play.

Note to readers

The 2023 Survey on Early Learning and Child Care Arrangements - Children with Long-term Conditions and Disabilities provides the first
snapshot of early child care experiences of children with long-term conditions or disabilities. The data were collected from April 4 to
June 30, 2023.

The target population was children who may have one or more long-term conditions or disabilities across the provinces of Canada who
are younger than 6 years old (as of June 30, 2023). The territories were not included in this survey. Children living in institutions or on
reserve were excluded from the target population. Information was obtained from the parent, guardian or person who was knowledgeable
about the child's care arrangements. The majority (78%) of respondents were women.

In the survey, multiple screening questions were used to establish if the target child experienced difficulties in daily living or had any
long-term conditions or disabilities. Only difficulties or long-term conditions that have lasted or are expected to last for six months or more
were considered. This consisted of six questions on difficulties in activities of daily living, one question on the presence of a long-term
condition, two questions about limitations due to a health problem, and one question on the presence of different disability types.
Respondents must have indicated the child had difficulty in daily living in at least one area, a long-term condition, or a disability, or some
form of limitation to be considered within the scope of the survey.

The findings from the 2023 survey include any form of child care, either licensed or unlicensed, for children aged 5 years and younger
provided by someone other than a parent. Examples include centre-based facilities, in-home care by a relative or non-relative, as well as
before- or after-school programs. Occasional babysitting and kindergarten were not considered child care for purposes of this survey.

Note that the survey does not allow for comparisons of use of child care between children with and without long-term conditions or
disabilities.

Survey sampling weights were applied to render the analyses representative of Canadian children aged 5 years and younger living in the
provinces. Bootstrap weights were also applied when testing for significant differences (p < 0.05) to account for the complex survey
design.

Notes on terminology and definitions:

• The term "parents" refers to the parent, guardian or person who was knowledgeable about the child's care arrangements.

• The terms "centre-based care" and "centre" include daycares, preschools and centres de la petite enfance (child care centres).

Information and products released to date can be found on the Early Learning and Child Care Information Hub.

The Government of Canada is committed to achieving a high standard of accessibility as defined in the Standard on Web Accessibility
and the Standard on Optimizing Websites and Applications for Mobile Devices. Please contact us if you have difficulty using our
webpages, applications, or device-based mobile applications, or to obtain alternative formats such as regular print, sign language, Braille
or another appropriate format, including video relay service or message relay service.

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/sc/mobile-applications?utm_campaign=statcan-sma-23-24&utm_medium=article&utm_source=thedaily&utm_content=231106
https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/statscan/id1581143394
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.statcan.StatCan
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Available tables: 42-10-0056-01 to 42-10-0062-01 .

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 5390.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=4210006201
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=4210005601
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5390
mailto:infostats@statcan.gc.ca
mailto:statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca

