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Fruit and vegetable farm-gate sales fell by 1.0% from 2022 to $2.9 billion in 2023, largely because of lower fruit
sales (-4.1%), which offset an increase in vegetable sales (+1.8%). Harvested area decreased by 2.3%
to 186 003 hectares in 2023.

Nationally, total fruit and vegetable production decreased by 4.1% to 3.1 billion kilograms in 2023, as fruit
production declined by 8.1%. While Western Canada's dry conditions led to reduced yields compared with the
previous year, parts of Eastern Canada experienced good yields because of adequate moisture and warm
temperatures. However, Quebec and the Atlantic provinces may have been affected by above-average
precipitation.

Chart 1
Farm-gate value of fruits and vegetables
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Source(s): Tables 32-10-0365-01 and 32-10-0364-01.

Inclement weather in many provinces hampers total production and sales fruits and
vegetables

At the national level, fruit sales fell 4.1% from 2022 to $1.3 billion in 2023. This decrease was driven by lower sales
of lowbush blueberries (-32.8%), cranberries (-22.0%) and blackberries (-10.1%). Quebec (-$56.4 million)
accounted for the largest decline in fruit sales, followed by New Brunswick (-$30.5 million) and British Columbia
(-$8.9 million).

Total fruit sales were down in New Brunswick (-44.0%), Nova Scotia (-17.4%) and Prince Edward Island (-15.5%)
in 2023. Among other factors, a combination of low production and declining prices meant wild blueberry sales fell
in New Brunswick (-58.8%) and Nova Scotia (-27.8%).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210036401
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210036501
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Fruit growers in British Columbia were challenged by difficult growing conditions, such as untimely frost and
extreme heat. As a result, fruit sales fell 1.9% to $457.0 million in 2023 on account of lower yields. Yields declined
for Labrusca grapes (-27.9%), vinifera grapes (-23.1%) and highbush blueberries (-16.1%).

In Ontario, favourable weather conditions contributed to above-average yields for fruits. Fruit sales rose by 17.0% to
$411.3 million in 2023, a result of higher farm-gate prices and production compared with 2022. Sales of the
province's three largest fruit crops—grapes (+43.0%), peaches (+10.4%) and apples (+4.8%)—all increased.

At the national level, apple production dropped by 3.7% to 368.5 million kilograms in 2023, in part because of
production losses in British Columbia (-14.2%), Quebec (-6.0%) and New Brunswick (-5.1%). In contrast, sales rose
by 2.9% at the national level to $293.2 million, driven by higher farm-gate prices.

In 2023, total vegetable production declined by 2.5% to 2.2 billion kilograms compared with 2022. Ontario
accounted for 58.9% of the total vegetable production in 2023, followed by Quebec (30.1%) and British Columbia
(3.1%).

A cold, wet season affects vegetable producers in Quebec

Quebec accounts for nearly one-third of all fruits and vegetables produced in Canada. Total vegetable production in
Quebec fell by 9.2% to 675.3 million kilograms in 2023. The decrease was driven by lower harvested area (-6.9%
to 35 021 hectares). Production declines were reported for all main vegetables produced in the province, including
cabbage (-13.4%), carrots (-7.8%) and dry onions (-7.7%).

Fruit production in the province declined because of reduced yields (-19.1%) and smaller harvested area (-2.1%).
Following a record harvest in 2022, cranberry production fell by 39.2%, with yields down 35.9% in 2023, primarily
caused by excessive moisture, which led to water stress on the plants (link in French only).

Did you know we have a mobile app?
Get timely access to data right at your fingertips by downloading the StatsCAN app, available for free on the
App Store and on Google Play.

Note to readers

Farm-gate value is the value received by producers at the point of first transaction, when ownership first changes hands. This value
excludes any separately billed costs such as delivery, storage, marketing and administration.

On February 16, 2024, total production and farm-gate value estimates for lowbush blueberries, total blueberries and total fruits were
revised for reference year 2020. The following geographies were revised: Quebec and Canada.

For more information on agriculture and food, visit the Agriculture and food statistics portal.

For the latest information on the Census of Agriculture, visit the Census of Agriculture portal.

http://www.notrecanneberge.com/News/Detail/La-saison-2023-des-recoltes-de-la-canneberge-debute-
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/sc/mobile-applications?utm_campaign=statcan-sma-23-24&utm_medium=article&utm_source=thedaily&utm_content=231106
https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/statscan/id1581143394
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.statcan.StatCan
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects-start/agriculture_and_food
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/census-agriculture
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Available tables: 32-10-0364-01 and 32-10-0365-01.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3407.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210036501
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210036401
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3407
mailto:infostats@statcan.gc.ca
mailto:statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca

