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Highlights

In October, the number of non-resident visitors to Canada accounted for 88.3% of the number observed in
October 2019, before the COVID-19 pandemic. Meanwhile, the number of returning Canadian residents
reached 90.8% of the level recorded in October 2019.

Residents of overseas countries took 509,800 trips to Canada in October 2023, and US residents took 1.6 million
trips. At the same time, Canadian residents returned from 3.9 million trips abroad.

Although the cruise ship season in Canada has come to an end, cruise vacations recorded another monthly high
with 162,100 total arrivals in Canada by cruise ships in October.

To further explore current and historical data in an interactive format, please visit the Frontier Counts: Interactive
Dashboard.

Overseas arrivals in Canada

In October, 509,800 overseas residents arrived in Canada, up 38.8% from the 367,200 overseas arrivals in
October 2022, reaching 89.7% of such arrivals recorded in October 2019 (568,500), before the pandemic.

Nearly half (45.1%) of overseas visitors were from Europe in October 2023 (230,100), up 17.5% from
October 2022 (195,800) and reaching 88.7% of the trips to Canada by European residents recorded in
October 2019 (259,300).

The number of overseas visitors from Asia was 150,300 in October 2023, up sharply from the 87,200 such visitors
in October 2022 and representing nearly four-fifths (79.0%) of those recorded in October 2019 (190,200).

The majority of overseas visitors to Canada in October 2023 were residents of the United Kingdom (63,500),
France (63,300) and Mexico (38,100).

US-resident trips to Canada

In October, US residents took 1.6 million trips to Canada, up 17.2% from the 1.4 million trips taken in
October 2022 and reaching 87.8% of trips taken during the same month in 2019 (1.9 million).

Total US-resident arrivals by land (1.1 million) increased by 14.7% from October 2022 (964,300). Of arrivals by land
in October 2023, 1.1 million were by automobile, 33,000 by bus, 13,900 by pedestrians, and 6,900 by train. Over
half (52.7%) of arrivals by automobile were same-day returns (554,000).

Canadian-resident trips to the United States

Canadian residents returned from 3.1 million trips to the United States in October, increasing 12.7% from
October 2022 (2.8 million) and reaching 89.4% of such trips taken during the same month in 2019 (3.5 million).

Of the total return trips by Canadian residents in October 2023, 2.2 million were by automobile, nearly two-thirds
(64.9%) of which were same-day returns (1.4 million).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/71-607-X2023020
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The number of Canadian-resident return trips from the United States by air was 855,600, decreasing 1.4% from
the 867,600 trips recorded in October 2022. However, in October 2023, the number of Canadian-resident return
trips from the United States by air was 4.9% higher than the pre-pandemic level observed in
October 2019 (815,500).

Canadian residents travelling overseas

In October 2023, Canadian residents took 768,700 return trips overseas, increasing 56.6% from the same month
in 2022 (490,800). The number of return-trips by Canadian residents overseas in October 2023 corresponded
to 97.3% of its pre-pandemic level recorded in October 2019 (790,400).

Cruise season comes to a close

Due to the end of the 2023 cruise season for most operators, total cruise arrivals in Canada dropped
from 355,400 passengers in September to 162,100 in October. This number, however, remained higher than that of
trips recorded in October 2022 (122,100). Canadian residents took 14,700 cruise trips in October 2023, exceeding
the pre-pandemic cruises taken in October 2019 (9,000) by 63.7%. US residents took 122,800 cruise trips arriving
in Canada in October 2023, surpassing the 83,500 trips taken in the same month in 2019 by 47.0%. Overseas
residents took 24,600 trips arriving in Canada by cruise in October 2023, reaching 99.5% of those reported in
October 2019 (24,800).
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Table 1
Travel between Canada and other countries – Not seasonally adjusted
  October

2022
September

2023
October

2023
October 2022 to

October 2023

    thousands   % change1

International trips to Canada 5,026 6,715 6,039 20.2
Trips to Canada by international visitors 1,756 2,857 2,138 21.8
US residents entering Canada2 1,389 2,175 1,628 17.2

Air 313 466 381 21.6
Automobile3,4 926 1,307 1,051 13.5

Same-day 471 620 554 17.6
One or more nights 455 687 497 9.3

Other modes2,3,4 150 401 196 31.1
Overseas residents entering Canada2 367 682 510 38.8

Air 287 518 399 38.9
Other modes2 80 164 111 38.7

Top overseas markets        
United Kingdom 57 96 64 11.4
China 10 25 29 188.4
France 54 73 63 16.6
Mexico 30 47 38 26.3
Germany 21 49 26 27.0
Australia 13 34 17 35.1
India 23 34 28 23.4
South Korea 8 19 15 89.3
Japan 5 15 14 167.6
Brazil 7 30 10 41.8

Canadian residents returning from trips abroad 3,270 3,858 3,901 19.3
Canadian residents returning from the United States2,5 2,779 3,078 3,132 12.7

Air 868 715 856 -1.4
Automobile3,4 1,846 2,250 2,193 18.8

Same-day 1,185 1,440 1,422 20.1
One or more nights 661 810 770 16.5

Other modes2,3,4 66 113 84 28.1
Canadian residents returning from overseas2,5 491 780 769 56.6

Air 489 773 764 56.1

1. Percentage change is based on unrounded data.
2. As of January 2022, one passenger from each bus record is considered a crew member. Prior to 2022, there was no crew from bus travellers.
3. As of April 2022, all ferry travellers are included in the water mode, in order to align with United Nations World Tourism Organization recommendations. Prior to

2022, most of these travellers were included in the land mode as either pedestrian or automobile travellers (the only exception was Fortune, in Newfoundland and
Labrador).

4. As of January 2022, the maximum number of passengers allowed in an automobile before it is considered a bus is eight in order to align with United Nations
World Tourism Organization recommendations. Prior to 2022, the maximum was 10.

5. As of January 2022, non-resident travellers with a trip duration of 365 days or more are considered as "other travellers" (not as visitors). Prior to 2022, they were
reclassified as Canadian-resident visitors.

Source(s): Tables 24-10-0050-01 and 24-10-0053-01.

Did you know we have a mobile app?
Get timely access to data right at your fingertips by downloading the StatsCAN app, available for free on the
App Store and on Google Play.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005301
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005001
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/sc/mobile-applications?utm_campaign=statcan-sma-23-24&utm_medium=article&utm_source=thedaily&utm_content=231106
https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/statscan/id1581143394
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.statcan.StatCan
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Note to readers

Additional information regarding data for September 2023 was made available to the Frontier Counts program, resulting in revisions to
tables 24-10-0050-01, 24-10-0053-01 and 24-100055-01.

Further information regarding the May to July 2023 data was also made available, resulting in updates to tables 24-10-0050-01,
24-10-0051-01, 24-10-0052-01, 24-10-0053-01, 24-10-0054-01 and 24-10-0055-01 with the August 2023 release.

Beginning with the January 2022 release, all estimates, including those in Table 1, are based on unadjusted counts only. Seasonally
adjusted data continue to be available online in tables 24-10-0051-01 and 24-10-0054-01.

Seasonally adjusted data for December 2022 to September 2023 have been revised.

For more current estimates of international arrivals to Canada, please see the "Leading indicator of international arrivals to Canada" for
the November 2023 reference month.

Readers are encouraged to review the concepts, definitions, data sources, methods and summary of changes for Frontier Counts, as well
as explanatory notes for online tables, especially when making historical comparisons and examining specific regions.

Overseas countries refer to countries other than Canada or the United States.

A Canadian resident visitor is a Canadian resident traveller whose trip purpose outside Canada is related to tourism and whose trip
duration is less than one year.

A non-resident visitor is a traveller to Canada whose country of residence is not Canada, whose trip purpose is related to tourism and
whose trip duration is less than one year.

Available tables: 24-10-0050-01 to 24-10-0055-01 .

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 5005.

The October 2023 issue of International Travel: Advance Information (66-001-P) is now available.

The product "Frontier Counts: Interactive Dashboard," part of the Data Visualization Products series
(71-607-X), is also available.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods, or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/231123/dq231123c-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005301
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005501
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005401
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005201
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005501
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005301
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/231023/dq231023b-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/220323/dq220323b-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005401
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/231211/dq231211c-eng.htm
https://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5005
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2410005501
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5005
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/66-001-P
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/71-607-X2023020
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/71-607-X
mailto:infostats@statcan.gc.ca
mailto:statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca

