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Canadian farmers reported producing more corn for grain and soybeans, but less wheat, canola, barley, and oats
in 2023. Lower production for most crops was driven largely by lower yields, especially in Western Canada where
growing conditions were generally drier than in 2022.

Throughout the growing season in 2023, dry conditions across much of Western Canada contributed to lower yields
compared with 2022. Warm and dry conditions allowed farm operators to complete harvests in a timely manner
across most of the prairies. In parts of Eastern Canada, adequate moisture and warm temperatures resulted in
good yields, although some parts of Quebec and the Atlantic provinces may have been affected by above-average
precipitation.

Map 1 –  Departure from average precipitation (in millimetres) from April 1 to
October 9, 2023 (during the growing season), compared with annual average, by province
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Wheat harvest decreases on lower yield

Total wheat production fell by 6.9% to 32.0 million tonnes in 2023, attributable to lower production in the Prairies,
likely because of dry conditions. Lower yields (-12.1% to 44.5 bushels per acre) offset the higher harvested area
(+6.0% to 26.4 million acres).

Saskatchewan wheat production fell by 6.7% to 14.2 million tonnes. Yields decreased by 12.4% to 37.5 bushels per
acre, offsetting higher harvested area, which rose by 6.4% to 14.0 million acres.

In Alberta, wheat yields decreased by 19.6% to 44.7 bushels per acre because of dry conditions in parts of the
province. Harvested area rose by 2.4% to 7.7 million acres, resulting in a 17.8% decrease in wheat production
to 9.3 million tonnes.

Wheat production in Manitoba rose 8.0% to 5.1 million tonnes in 2023. The increase was driven by higher
harvested area (+8.5% to 3.3 million acres), while yield decreased (-0.5%. to 57.8 bushels per acre).

Canola production falls despite higher harvested area

Canola production decreased by 2.0% nationally to 18.3 million tonnes in 2023, driven by lower yields, which
decreased by 4.9% to 36.9 bushels per acre. Harvested area rose 3.0% to 21.9 million acres.

Canola yield in Saskatchewan decreased by 8.4% to 34.8 bushels per acre, offsetting higher harvested area
(+8.4% to 12.3 million acres), resulting in a 0.6% production decrease to 9.7 million tonnes.

In Alberta, canola production fell 3.5% to 5.4 million tonnes. The decrease was attributable to lower harvested area
(-3.1% to 6.3 million acres), while yields edged down 0.5% to 37.9 bushels per acre.

Farmers in Manitoba reported producing less canola in 2023 (-3.5% to 3.1 million tonnes) because of lower
harvested area, which fell 3.2% to 3.1 million acres. Canola yields in the province fell 0.2% to 43.2 bushels per
acre.

Higher harvested area results in greater production of corn

Nationally, the total corn for grain production rose 3.7% to a record high 15.1 million tonnes in 2023. Harvested area
rose 5.2% to 3.8 million acres, offsetting a 1.4% decrease in yields to 158.1 bushels per acre.

Ontario farmers reported that harvested area edged down by 0.9% to 2.2 million acres in 2023, while yields
rose 3.0% to 170.9 bushels per acre, bringing production up 2.0% from 2022 to 9.6 million tonnes.

Corn for grain production in Quebec was down 6.1% from the previous year to 3.3 million tonnes in 2023.
Harvested area rose 0.3% to 888,400 acres but was offset by lower yields, which decreased 6.4% to 148.1 bushels
per acre.

Manitoba farmers reported producing 1.8 million tonnes of corn in 2023, driven by higher harvested area, which
rose 47.2% to 547,600 acres. Yields within the province fell 8.9% to 128.4 bushels per acre.

Soybean production rises

Soybean production increased by 6.7% nationally to 7.0 million tonnes in 2023. The increase in production was the
result of higher harvested area (+6.8% to 5.6 million acres), while yields were unchanged at 45.9 bushels per acre.

Ontario, the largest soybean producing province, reported higher production, rising 1.0% from the previous year
to 4.0 million tonnes in 2023. Lower harvested area (-5.7% to 2.9 million acres) was offset by higher yields (+7.1%
to 51.4 bushels per acre).
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In Manitoba, yields fell 15.8% to 36.2 bushels per acre but were above the five-year average. Harvested area
rose 41.0% to 1.6 million acres, resulting in an 18.8% increase in production to 1.6 million tonnes in 2023.

Soybean production in Quebec rose 12.6% from one year earlier to 1.3 million tonnes in 2023. The increase in
production was the result of higher yields (+7.3% to 46.9 bushels per acre) and higher harvested area (+5.1%
to 994,300 acres).

Lower yields result in decreased barley and oat production

Barley production fell 10.9% to 8.9 million tonnes in 2023. The decrease was driven by lower yields compared
with 2022, falling 12.9% to 61.3 bushels per acre, likely because of dry conditions in parts of the Prairies. Harvested
area rose 2.4% to 6.7 million acres.

Total oat production decreased by 49.6% nationally to 2.6 million tonnes in 2023, the lowest production in more than
a decade. The decrease was a result of lower harvested area which fell 41.3% to 2.0 million acres as farmers opted
to plant less oats, likely because of high production in 2022. Yields also decreased in 2023, falling 14.0%
to 84.1 bushels per acre.

Note to readers

The 2023 Field Crop Survey – November about crop production is sent to approximately 27,200 Canadian farms and was conducted from
October 6 to November 12, 2023. Farmers were asked to report their estimated seeded and harvested areas; yields; and production of
grains, oilseeds and special crops. This survey collected data from every province.

The crop reporting cycle comprises several occasions published throughout the year. The cycle begins with seeding intentions, which are
collected directly from producers before spring seeding, followed by the June Field Crop Survey, which collects seeded area estimates
from producers in all provinces in the spring. The July and August releases use a model-based approach that relies on remote sensing
and agro-climatic data to produce preliminary yield and production estimates. The November Field Crop Survey provides the final
production estimates for 2023, which are subject to revision for two years based on results of supply and disposition exercises which
produce estimates of stocks of principal field crops.

Release calendar

The dates for the upcoming releases on the stocks, areas and production of principal field crops are available online. Please note that
spring seeding intentions for the 2024 calendar year is currently scheduled for release on March 11, 2024.

Additional data sources

Readers are invited to visit the Crop Condition Assessment Program web application, which is an additional tool to assess growing
conditions of field crops during the crop year. Readers can monitor a vegetation index of crop land on a weekly basis.

https://www35.statcan.gc.ca/CCAP/en/index
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Table 1
November estimates of production of principal field crops
  2021 2022 2023 2021 to 2022 2022 to 2023

    thousands of tonnes   % change

Total wheat1 22 422 34 335 31 954 53.1 -6.9
Durum wheat 3 032 5 790 4 045 90.9 -30.1
Spring wheat 16 162 25 844 24 762 59.9 -4.2
Winter wheat 3 228 2 701 3 147 -16.3 16.5

Barley 6 984 9 987 8 896 43.0 -10.9
Canary seed 127 159 112 25.2 -29.6
Canola 14 248 18 695 18 328 31.2 -2.0
Chick peas 91 128 142 40.1 11.1
Corn for grain 14 611 14 539 15 076 -0.5 3.7
Dry beans 364 313 339 -13.9 8.4
Dry field peas 2 244 3 423 2 609 52.6 -23.8
Fall rye 363 514 354 41.6 -31.1
Flaxseed 337 473 273 40.6 -42.4
Lentils 1 594 2 301 1 671 44.4 -27.4
Mustard seed 61 162 171 167.3 5.5
Oats 2 899 5 226 2 636 80.3 -49.6
Soybeans 6 224 6 543 6 981 5.1 6.7
Sunflower seed 75 84 92 12.2 10.0

1. The "Total wheat" category represents the sum of winter wheat, spring wheat and durum wheat.
Note(s):

The estimates in this table have been rounded to the nearest thousand. The percentage changes reflect the unrounded estimates.
Wheat types may not add up to total wheat as a result of rounding.

Source(s): Table 32-10-0359-01.

Available tables: 32-10-0042-01 and 32-10-0359-01.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3401.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210035901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210035901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210004201
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3401
mailto:infostats@statcan.gc.ca
mailto:statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca

