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According to police services in Canada, after several years of increase, rates of reported family violence and
intimate partner violence were unchanged in 2022. Rates decreased to a small degree for women and girls (-1% for
family violence and -1% for intimate partner violence), while they increased slightly for men and boys (+1% for
family violence and +2% for intimate partner violence). Regardless, rates for both types of violence were higher for
women and girls than for men and boys.

Today, the Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics at Statistics Canada is releasing a series
of downloadable data tables detailing the number and characteristics of victims of police-reported family violence
and intimate partner violence (see Note to readers). This release presents high-level trends in police-reported family
violence and intimate partner violence. It should be noted that the findings in this release reflect only incidents of
family violence and intimate partner violence that came to the attention of the police, and past research has
highlighted that these types of violence are often not reported to authorities. As such, the data presented here likely
underestimate the full scope of these types of violence.

In this release, family violence is violence committed by spouses, parents, children, siblings and extended family
members and intimate partner violence is violence committed by current and former legally married spouses,
common-law partners, dating partners and other intimate partners. Victims of family violence and victims of intimate
partner violence are not mutually exclusive groups, as victims of a current or former spouse are included in each
group.

After increasing for several years starting in 2015, police-reported family violence and
intimate partner violence were stable in 2022

In 2022, there were 129,876 victims of police-reported family violence and 117,093 victims of intimate partner
violence aged 12 years and older. Overall rates of police-reported family violence (337 victims
per 100,000 population) and intimate partner violence (346) were similar. The rate of family violence was more than
two times higher among women and girls (455) than among men and boys (215). Meanwhile, the rate of intimate
partner violence was more than three times higher among women and girls (537) than among men and boys (151).

From 2009 to 2014, family violence and intimate partner violence generally declined, with 2014 marking the lowest
rates since comparable data became available. Since then, however, both types of violence have increased, nearly
reaching rates seen in 2009. Rates of family violence and intimate partner violence were both 19% higher
in 2022 compared with 2014, and increases were noted regardless of victim gender. Comparing 2022 with 2014,
family violence was 17% higher for women and girls and 22% higher for men and boys, while intimate partner
violence was 19% higher for women and girls and 21% higher for men and boys.
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Chart 1
Victims of police-reported family violence and intimate partner violence, by type of violence,
gender and year, Canada, 2009 to 2022
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1. Includes a relatively small number of victims whose gender was coded as unknown and those with unidentifiable human remains.
Note(s): Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Populations based on July 1 estimates from Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography. Victims of
family violence include those aged 110 years and younger, and victims of intimate partner violence include those aged 12 to 110 years. Victims aged older
than 110 years are excluded from analyses because of possible instances of miscoding of unknown age within this age category. Excludes victims where the age
was unknown or where the accused—victim relationship was unknown. Excludes a small number of victims in Quebec whose age was unknown but was miscoded
as 0, and victims whose age was reported as 80 years or older, but were identified as possible instances of miscoding. Based on the Incident-based Uniform Crime
Reporting Survey, Trend Database, which, as of 2009, includes data for 99% of the population in Canada.
Source(s): Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, Trend Database (3302).

In 2022, overall rates of family violence and intimate partner violence were higher than in 2019 (the year before the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic) and 2020 (the first year of the pandemic, when many people were dealing with
stressful circumstances). These findings held true regardless of victim gender, with increases ranging from 2%
to 6%.

The rate of police-reported family violence is nearly twice as high for girls as for boys

There were 24,136 children and youth (aged 17 years and younger) who were victims of police-reported family
violence in 2022, representing a rate of 334 victims per 100,000 population. Girls accounted for more
than 6 in 10 child and youth victims (63%), with the rate being nearly twice as high for girls (424) as it was for boys
(240). Younger victims are unique in that they may be unaware that they are being victimized, may not know how to

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302
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seek help, may be unable to report their victimization and may be dependent on the perpetrator. Research has
indicated that, while a similar proportion of girls and boys experience childhood victimization, a smaller proportion of
boys report their experiences to authorities.

From 2014 to 2022, family violence against children and youth increased 38% (+43% among girls and +27% among
boys). Compared with 2021, the rate of family violence against children and youth decreased 4.3% in 2022 (-6.6%
among girls and -2.2% among boys).

Large majority of victims of police-reported intimate partner violence are women and
girls, with the rate being especially high among those aged 12 to 24 years

Of the 117,093 victims of police-reported intimate partner violence in 2022, almost 8 in 10 (78%) were women and
girls. In terms of age group and gender, intimate partner violence was almost seven times higher among women
and girls aged 12 to 24 years (776 victims per 100,000 population) than among their male counterparts (114), and
more than three times higher among women aged 25 to 64 years (661) than among their male counterparts (203).

From 2014 to 2022, there were large increases in intimate partner violence among adults aged 25 to 64 years
(+32%) and seniors aged 65 years and older (+42%). Physical assault (253 victims per 100,000 population) was by
far the most common form of intimate partner violence in 2022, followed by sexual assault (24), uttering threats (23)
and criminal harassment (20). Still, compared with 2014, intimate partner sexual assault was 163% higher in 2022,
while intimate partner physical assault (+14%) and indecent or harassing communications (+38%) also increased.

In 2022, 1% of victims of intimate partner violence were involved in firearm-related incidents, compared with 3% of
victims of violent crime overall. When considering female victims of intimate partner violence, the proportion that
experienced firearm-related violence (1.3%) was higher relative to male victims (0.6%). The rate and number of
victims of intimate partner violence involved in incidents where a firearm was present
was 1.8 per 100,000 population (536 victims) in 2013. From 2014 to 2021, the rate and number increased every
year from 1.9 per 100,000 population (584 victims) to 3.2 (1,037 victims), and then declined
in 2022 to 3.0 (990 victims).

Large increase in the rate of police-reported family violence against seniors, regardless
of victim gender

There were 6,356 seniors (aged 65 years and older) who were victims of police-reported family violence in 2022,
representing a rate of 87 per 100,000 population. Women accounted for more than half (56%) of senior victims, with
a rate of 91 compared with 83 among their male counterparts.

From 2014 to 2022, family violence against seniors increased 46% (+40% among women and +55% among men).
Compared with 2021, the rate of family violence against seniors increased 6%, with a larger increase seen for
senior men (+8%) than for women (+3%).

Large majority of family homicide and intimate partner homicide victims are women and
girls, with the exception of boys killed by a family member

From 2009 to 2022, there were 6,920 victims of solved homicide (i.e., an accused person was identified by police)
in Canada. One-third (32%) of victims were killed by a family member, while nearly one-fifth (18%) were killed by an
intimate partner. These proportions were much more pronounced among women and girls (59% were killed by a
family member and 46% were killed by an intimate partner) than men and boys (20% were killed by a family
member and 6% were killed by an intimate partner).

Of the solved homicides from 2009 to 2022, there were 2,133 victims of family homicide, the majority (58%) of
whom were women and girls. While this held true for adult victims (60%) and senior victims (61%) of family
homicide, just over half (53%) of child and youth victims of family homicide were boys. The gender difference was
more pronounced among victims of intimate partner homicide, as 79% of the 1,223 victims from 2009 to 2022 were
women and girls.
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Provincial rates of police-reported family violence and intimate partner violence highest
in Saskatchewan and Manitoba

In 2022, Saskatchewan (730 victims per 100,000 population) and Manitoba (585) had the highest provincial rates of
police-reported family violence and intimate partner violence (732 for Saskatchewan and 633 for Manitoba), similar
to police-reported crime overall. Meanwhile, the lowest rates were in Ontario (221 for family violence, 257 for
intimate partner violence) and Prince Edward Island (251 for family violence, 247 for intimate partner violence).

Overall rates of police-reported family violence (256 victims per 100,000 population) and intimate partner violence
(275) were similar in Canada's census metropolitan areas (CMAs) in 2022. However, these rates were notably
higher in non-CMAs (546 for family violence and 530 for intimate partner violence). Among the CMAs, the rate of
family violence was highest in Trois-Rivières (492), Lethbridge (460) and Thunder Bay (440), while it was lowest in
Ottawa (141), Peterborough (155) and St. Catharines–Niagara (158). The rate of intimate partner violence was
highest in Lethbridge (613), Thunder Bay (551) and Moncton (486), while it was lowest in Ottawa (183), St.
Catharines–Niagara (188) and Vancouver (193).

Note to readers

Since 1998, Statistics Canada has released the annual publication "Family violence in Canada: A statistical profile" as part of the
Government of Canada's Family Violence Initiative, which seeks to address intimate partner violence and family-related violence against
children and youth, and seniors. Similar to last year, however, the data tables from this publication are being released as a series of
downloadable tables (35-10-0199-01, 35-10-0200-01, 35-10-0201-01 and 35-10-0202-01). These tables allow the Canadian Centre for
Justice and Community Safety Statistics at Statistics Canada to release annual police-reported family violence and intimate partner
violence data in a timelier and more user-friendly format. Also released today are a series of tables on victims of police-reported violent
crime more broadly: tables 35-10-0049-01, 35-10-0050-01 and 35-10-0051-01.

The data presented in this release are largely based on the Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey, Trend Database. The
UCR collects detailed information on criminal incidents that have come to the attention of police services in Canada. Information includes
characteristics of victims, accused persons and incidents. As of 2022, trend data from police services covered 99% of the population of
Canada. It is important to note that in this analysis, UCR data for the weapon variable excludes Quebec due to data quality
concerns—specifically, a large proportion of incidents where the most serious weapon present was reported as unknown. Findings about
homicide are based on data from the Homicide Survey and include solved homicides only.

Family violence refers to violence committed by spouses (legally married, separated, divorced and common-law, and current and former
dating partners who lived together at the time of the incident), parents (biological, step, adoptive and foster), children (biological, step,
adopted and foster), siblings (biological, step, half, adopted and foster) and extended family members (e.g., grandparents, uncles, aunts,
cousins and in-laws). Intimate partner violence refers to violence committed by current and former legally married spouses, common-law
partners, dating partners and other intimate partners. Victims of family violence include those aged 110 years and younger, and victims of
intimate partner violence include those aged 12 to 110 years. Victims aged older than 110 years are excluded from analyses because of
possible instances of miscoding of unknown age within this age category. Excludes victims where the age was unknown or where the
accused–victim relationship was unknown.

The Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics at Statistics Canada has released several articles about similar subject
matter using self-reported data. See, for example, "Intimate partner violence in Canada, 2018: An overview," "Profile of Canadians who
experienced victimization during childhood, 2018," "Spousal violence in Canada, 2019," "Violence against seniors and their perceptions of
safety in Canada" and "Women's experiences of victimization in Canada's remote communities."

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/85-002-X202100100003
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/85-002-X202200100016
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/85-002-X202100100016
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/85-002-X202200100011
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/85-002-X202200100007
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Table 1
Victims of police-reported family violence and intimate partner violence, by type of violence,
selected year and province or territory, 2014, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022
  Family violence Intimate partner violence

2014 2019 2020 2021 2022 2014 2019 2020 2021 2022

    rate (per 100,000 population)

Canada 284 321 325 338 337 290 331 337 346 346
Newfoundland and

Labrador 322 376 404 426 415 305 377 424 431 421
Prince Edward Island 213 258 258 242 251 205 271 279 250 247
Nova Scotia 295 310 331 337 325 302 345 370 352 344
New Brunswick 295 421 466 470 429 291 448 498 496 441
Quebec 324 365 371 409 418 280 319 321 355 365
Ontario 183 208 204 214 221 211 242 242 249 257
Manitoba 453 523 539 576 585 476 577 596 613 633
Saskatchewan 624 671 745 721 730 630 693 758 733 732
Alberta 358 374 368 376 361 385 398 396 390 388
British Columbia 265 314 308 296 272 282 321 325 319 292
Yukon 1,177 1,061 1,123 1,151 1,135 1,273 1,315 1,302 1,467 1,310
Northwest Territories 2,349 3,461 3,559 3,904 3,798 2,095 3,868 3,798 4,070 4,139
Nunavut 3,289 4,449 4,937 4,805 5,194 3,478 4,975 5,446 5,317 5,284

Note(s): Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Populations based on July 1 estimates from Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography. Victims of
family violence include those aged 110 years and younger, and victims of intimate partner violence include those aged 12 to 110 years. Victims aged older
than 110 years are excluded from analyses because of possible instances of miscoding of unknown age within this age category. Excludes victims where
the age was unknown or where the accused—victim relationship was unknown. Excludes a small number of victims in Quebec whose age was unknown
but was miscoded as 0, and victims whose age was reported as 80 years or older, but were identified as possible instances of miscoding. Based on the
Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, Trend Database, which, as of 2009, includes data for 99% of the population in Canada.

Source(s): Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, Trend Database (3302).

Table 2
Victims of police-reported family violence, by age group, gender and year, Canada, 2009 to 2022
  Children and youth Adults Seniors

Female
victims

Male
victims

Total
victims1

Female
victims

Male
victims

Total
victims1

Female
victims

Male
victims

Total
victims1

    rate (per 100,000 population)

2009 340 212 275 621 229 425 64 55 60
2010 353 211 281 612 224 418 68 52 61
2011 339 210 273 581 216 398 66 54 61
2012 331 204 267 558 218 388 66 52 60
2013 311 191 250 523 205 364 63 52 58
2014 297 190 242 504 199 351 65 53 60
2015 289 186 237 512 205 358 65 53 60
2016 290 188 238 510 207 358 67 57 62
2017 318 193 255 519 208 363 69 57 64
2018 344 209 276 530 209 369 71 60 66
2019 393 243 316 558 228 392 78 66 73
2020 379 230 304 568 239 403 81 71 76
2021 454 245 349 582 241 411 88 77 83
2022 424 240 334 583 245 413 91 83 87

1. Includes a relatively small number of victims whose gender was coded as unknown and those with unidentifiable human remains.
Note(s): Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Populations based on July 1 estimates from Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography. Victims of

family violence include those aged 110 years and younger. Victims aged older than 110 years are excluded from analyses due to possible instances of
miscoding of unknown age within this age category. Children and youth refer to those aged 17 years and younger, adults refer to those aged 18 to 64 years
and seniors refer to those aged 65 to 110 years. Excludes victims where the age was unknown or where the accused–victim relationship was unknown.
Excludes a small number of victims in Quebec whose age was unknown but was miscoded as 0, and victims whose age was reported as 80 years or older,
but were identified as possible instances of miscoding. Based on the Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, Trend Database, which, as of 2009,
includes data for 99% of the population in Canada.

Source(s): Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, Trend Database (3302).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302
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Table 3
Victims of police-reported intimate partner violence, by age group, gender and year, Canada, 2009
to 2022
  Aged 12 to 24 Aged 25 to 64 Aged 65 and older

Female
victims

Male
victims

Total
victims1

Female
victims

Male
victims

Total
victims1

Female
victims

Male
victims

Total
victims1

    rate (per 100,000 population)

2009 909 127 511 594 169 382 23 15 20
2010 924 138 524 590 171 381 26 14 21
2011 884 132 500 559 162 361 25 16 21
2012 837 130 475 542 160 351 25 15 20
2013 789 115 442 513 157 335 24 15 20
2014 745 117 421 502 154 329 25 15 20
2015 773 118 435 516 159 338 25 16 21
2016 784 115 439 522 163 343 27 16 22
2017 780 119 439 540 165 353 26 15 21
2018 781 111 436 566 167 367 27 16 22
2019 804 118 451 608 186 397 29 19 24
2020 773 111 432 635 194 415 30 19 25
2021 800 116 448 658 198 428 31 21 27
2022 776 114 437 661 203 432 34 23 29

1. Includes a relatively small number of victims whose gender was coded as unknown and those with unidentifiable human remains.
Note(s): Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Populations based on July 1 estimates from Statistics Canada, Centre for Demography. Victims

include those aged 12 to 110 years. Victims aged older than 110 years are excluded from analyses due to possible instances of miscoding of unknown age
within this age category. Excludes victims where the age was unknown or where the accused–victim relationship was unknown. Excludes a small number
of victims in Quebec whose age was unknown but was miscoded as 0, and victims whose age was reported as 80 years or older, but were identified as
possible instances of miscoding. Based on the Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, Trend Database, which, as of 2009, includes data for 99%
of the population in Canada.

Source(s): Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, Trend Database (3302).

Available tables: 35-10-0049-01 to 35-10-0051-01 and 35-10-0199-01 to 35-10-0202-01 .

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey numbers 3302 and 3315.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3510005101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3510004901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3510020201
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3510019901
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3315
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302
mailto:infostats@statcan.gc.ca
mailto:statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca

