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This article uses information from the "Agriculture–Population Linkage" (this linkage combines data from the
Census of Agriculture with the Census of Population) to provide a socioeconomic profile of Canada's farm
population. Canada's farm population comprises farm operators (people responsible for the management decisions
in operating a farm) and the individuals in their households. In 2021, the farm population (590,710 people)
represented 1.6% of the total population in Canada.

Results from the "Agriculture–Population Linkage" show that the face of Canada's farm population is changing.
Farm households are becoming more diverse and becoming smaller. Additionally, greater percentages of farm
households are living in urban areas, while their income continues to outpace that of the total population.

The immigrant farm population plays a role in shaping Canadian agriculture

Immigrants contribute to the ethnocultural diversity of the farm population. This is important because a diversified
farm population provides a broad range of skills, experiences, perspectives and cultural influences that can boost
the potential for increased productivity within the agricultural sector.

In 2021, immigrants made up 6.9% of Canada's total farm population, up slightly from 6.8% in 2001. By
comparison, the proportion of immigrants in Canada's total population increased from 18.7% in 2001 to 23.1%
in 2021.

Under 4% of people in the farm population are part of a racialized group

In 2021, individuals from racialized groups accounted for 3.7% of the total farm population in Canada. Meanwhile,
individuals from racialized groups made up more than one-quarter (26.6%) of Canada's total population.

Among the 21,910 people in the farm population who self-identified as being from a racialized group, over half
(53.0%) were South Asian, followed by Chinese (15.8%). Black (5.9%) and Latin American (5.9%) were tied as the
third-largest racialized group.

The percentage of the Indigenous farm population is increasing

In 2021, 2.8% (16,705 people) of the farm population self-identified as Indigenous. This was slightly higher than the
percentage reported in 2001 (2.3%). Meanwhile, 4.8% of Canada's total population self-identified as Indigenous
in 2021.

Métis (11,225) remained the largest group among the Indigenous farm population in 2021, accounting for over
two-thirds (67.2%) of the total. The second-highest group was First Nations people (4,825), who made up 28.9% of
the Indigenous farm population in 2021.

The farm population has a higher percentage of men and older people than the total
population

In 2021, over half (52.5%) of the farm population were men, whereas just under half (49.4%) of the total population
were men.

The farm population also has a higher percentage of older people. In 2021, over 4 in 10 men (40.3%) in the farm
population were 55 years and over, compared with 31.2% in the total population. Meanwhile, 41.0% of women in
the farm population were 55 years and over, compared with 33.5% for the total population.
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Conversely, the farm population had smaller proportions of men and women under 35 years when compared with
the total population. In 2021, 38.2% of men in the farm population were under 35 years, compared with 42.8% for
the total population. Meanwhile, 34.4% of women in the farm population were under 35 years, compared
with 40.1% for the total population.

The farm population is more likely to report a religious affiliation than the total population

In 2021, nearly three-quarters (72.5%) of the farm population reported a religious affiliation, whereas 65.4% of the
total population reported a religious affiliation.

Among the farm population that reported religious affiliations, the most frequently reported religion in 2021 was
Catholic (39.3%), followed by Christian, n.o.s. (not otherwise specified) (14.6%) and the United Church (13.8%)
(Table 1). This differs from the total population, where Catholic (45.8%), Christian, n.o.s. (11.6%) and Muslim (7.5%)
were the three most frequently reported religions among those who reported religious affiliations.

Table 1
Farm population reporting religious affiliations by religion, Canada, 2021
  Farm population Farm population

    number   %

Catholic 168,285 39.3
Christian, n.o.s. 62,530 14.6
United Church 59,100 13.8
Anabaptist 21,765 5.1
Lutheran 20,670 4.8
Other Christian and Christian-related traditions 19,695 4.6
Anglican 17,930 4.2
Reformed 10,010 2.3
Baptist 9,935 2.3
Presbyterian 9,120 2.1
Sikh 8,960 2.1
Other 20,525 4.8

Note(s): N.o.s. = not otherwise specified. The "Other" group consists of Pentecostal and other Charismatic, Christian Orthodox, Latter Day Saints, other religions
and spiritual traditions, Jehovah's Witness, Methodist and Wesleyan (Holiness), Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, and Traditional (North American
Indigenous) spirituality.

Source(s): Agriculture–Population Linkage, 2021. See Agriculture–Population Linkage: Data quality report, 2021 (32260006) for more information.

Farm population and farm household trends reflect decreasing farm numbers

Farms have become increasingly sophisticated operations that harmonize automation and modernization
advancements. This has corresponded with declines in the number of farms and the farm population in Canada.
In 1971, 1 in 14 Canadians was a member of the farm population. By 2021, that number decreased
to 1 in 61 Canadians (Table 2). Overall, from 1971 to 2021, the farm population declined by 62.2%
to 590,710 people.
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Table 2
Farm population as a percentage of the total population by geography, 2021
  Total population Farm population Farm population Farm population

 
  number   provincial share (%)

  share of the total
population (%)

Canada 36,211,910 590,710 100.0 1.6
Newfoundland and Labrador 502,100 1,020 0.2 0.2
Prince Edward Island 150,480 3,955 0.7 2.6
Nova Scotia 955,855 8,175 1.4 0.9
New Brunswick 759,195 5,680 1.0 0.7
Quebec 8,308,480 97,010 16.4 1.2
Ontario 14,031,750 157,420 26.6 1.1
Manitoba 1,307,190 43,995 7.4 3.4
Saskatchewan 1,103,205 93,940 15.9 8.5
Alberta 4,177,715 124,675 21.1 3.0
British Columbia 4,915,945 54,840 9.3 1.1

Note(s): Totals may not equal 100% due to rounding.
Source(s): Agriculture–Population Linkage, 2021 and Census of Population, 2021 (3901). See Agriculture–Population Linkage: Data quality report, 2021

(32260006) for more information.

The decrease in the size of households in Canada is a widespread societal trend, and farm households are no
exception. In 1971, the average size of a farm household was 4.3 people. By 2021, it decreased to 2.8 people. By
comparison, the average household size of the total population in 1971 was 3.5 people. By 2021, it fell
to 2.4 people.

Median farm household income is higher than the total population

Total income of a farm household includes income from all of its members, regardless of whether their income
sources are related to farming or not.

In 1970, the median income of farm households was $36,511 (in constant 2020 dollars). This was 34.0% lower than
the median income of households within the total population.

In the past two census periods, the median income for farm households has been higher than that of households
within the total population. In 2015, the median income of farm households was $89,230, 17.3% higher than the
median household income of $76,048 in the total population. By 2020, the median income of farm households was
$95,142, 14.6% higher than the median household income of $83,000 in the total population.

The diversification of income sources within the farm population has evolved over time

In 1970, within the farm population, the average annual self-employed person's non-farm income was
$845 (in 2020 constant dollars). By 2020, it had increased 71.4% to $1,448. This increase in non-farm income
suggests that the farm is not the sole contributor to farm household income.

Against the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic, the proportion of farm households reporting other sources of
income as their major source of income increased from 23.7% in 2015 to 29.0% in 2020. This percentage increase
may have been impacted by other income from government sources, such as federal government emergency
benefits received during the pandemic, which is included as other sources of income.

Private retirement income is also a component of other sources of income that increased. In 2020, private
retirement income made up 7.4% of farm household income, up from 6.0% in 2015. This reflects an aging farm
population where more members of the farm household are reaching retirement age.

As was also the case in 2015, wages, salaries and commissions were the most frequently reported major source of
farm household income in 2020, with 45.9% of farm households reporting this as their major source of income.
However, this was lower than what was reported in 2015 (48.9%) (Chart 1).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3901
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Chart 1
Proportion of farm households by major source of household income, Canada, 2015 and 2020
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Note(s): The "Other sources of income" category includes child benefits, Canada Pension Plan and Quebec Pension Plan benefits, other income from government
sources, Employment Insurance benefits, Old Age Security pension and Guaranteed Income Supplement, private retirement income, and market income not
included elsewhere.
Source(s): Agriculture–Population Linkage, 2016 and 2021.

A greater percentage of the farm population is living in urban areas

More of the total population is living in urban areas, and the same is true for the farm population. In 1971, 7.5% of
the farm population resided in urban areas. By 2021, that figure grew to nearly one-quarter (24.5%), up from 16.1%
in 2016.

The proportion of the farm population living in urban areas differs widely by province, with the highest proportion
reported in Newfoundland and Labrador (42.2%), followed by British Columbia (37.8%) and Alberta (28.3%)
(Table 3).
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Table 3
Proportion of the farm population living in urban centres by geography, 2021
  Total farm population Urban farm population Urban farm population

    number   %

Canada 590,710 144,610 24.5
Newfoundland and Labrador 1,020 430 42.2
Prince Edward Island 3,955 455 11.5
Nova Scotia 8,175 1,195 14.6
New Brunswick 5,680 800 14.1
Quebec 97,010 18,690 19.3
Ontario 157,420 34,455 21.9
Manitoba 43,995 7,645 17.4
Saskatchewan 93,940 24,975 26.6
Alberta 124,675 35,270 28.3
British Columbia 54,840 20,705 37.8

Source(s): Agriculture–Population Linkage, 2021. See Agriculture–Population Linkage: Data quality report, 2021 (32260006) for more information.

In 2021, just over 4 in 10 people (40.8%) in the farm population connected to farm operators working on fruit and
tree nut farms and vegetable and melon farms resided in urban areas. These two farm types are more likely to
engage in direct marketing activities as a source of income.

The farms primarily situated in rural areas have a demand for large areas of agricultural land for growing field crops
and grazing livestock. In 2021, almost three-quarters (72.2%) of the farm population that comprises farm operators
working on oilseed and grain farms lived in rural areas.

In 2021, the vast majority (93.6%) of farms classified as dairy cattle and milk were reported in rural areas. On
average, these farms reported the third-largest acreage in Canada compared with other types of farms. Dairy cattle
and milk farms require frequent supervision and intervention (e.g., milking twice per day), implying that farm
operators, and consequently their household members, would likely live close to the farm (Chart 2).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/96-325-x/2021001/article/00014-eng.htm
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Chart 2
Rural and urban farm population distribution by farm type in Canada, 2021
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Source(s): Agriculture–Population Linkage, 2021. See Agriculture–Population Linkage: Data quality report, 2021 (32260006) for more information.

Note to readers

Statistics Canada is pleased to release information from the 2021 Agriculture–Population Linkage, including 14 standard tables and a
data quality report. In the months ahead, Statistics Canada will publish a series of articles in Canadian Agriculture at a Glance that will
provide additional socioeconomic information on Canada's farm population.

The data in this article exclude households in Canada's three territories and collective dwellings.

Data on "immigrants", "racialized groups", and "Indigenous Peoples" are not included in the Agriculture—Population Linkage tables
released on August 25, 2023, but custom tabulations on these topics can be ordered by email or telephone or by filling out an online form.

Definitions and concepts

Farm definition

A significant conceptual change has been introduced for the 2021 Census of Agriculture: a "farm" or an "agricultural holding" (i.e., the
census farm) now refers to a unit that produces agricultural products and reports revenues or expenses for tax purposes to the Canada
Revenue Agency. Before 2021, a "farm" was defined as an agricultural operation that produced at least one agricultural product intended
for sale. For more information, refer to the Census of Population dictionary.

Farm type

The type of farm is established through a procedure that classifies each census farm according to the predominant type of production.
This is done by estimating the potential revenues from the inventories of crops and livestock reported on the questionnaire and
determining the product or group of products that makes up the majority of the estimated receipts. For example, a census farm with total
potential revenues of 60% from hogs, 20% from beef cattle and 20% from wheat would be classified as a hog and pig farm. The farm
types presented in this document are derived based on the 2017 North American Industry Classification System. For more information,
refer to the Census of Population dictionary.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/32260006
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/type/data?text=3210039201%2C+3210039301%2C+3210039401%2C+3210039501%2C+3210039601%2C+3210039701%2C+3210039801%2C+3210039901%2C+3210040001%2C+3210040101%2C+3210040201%2C+3210045001%2C+3210045101%2C+3210045501
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/96-325-x/96-325-x2021001-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/32-26-0006/322600062021001-eng.htm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=dwelling-logements002
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/reference/refcentre/index
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/order-form?ITitle=Census%20of%20Agriculture%20Custom%20Data%20Products%20and%20Services&Catno=97C0003&Price=
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop012
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop271
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Men

This gender category includes men (and/or boys) and may include some non-binary persons as well.

Price index

The Consumer Price Index was used to obtain 2020 constant dollar estimates of income, to eliminate the impact of price change in
year-to-year comparisons.

Racialized group

The concept of "racialized group" is derived directly from the detailed "visible minority" variable in the census. The variable "visible
minority" comes from the Employment Equity Act and refers to whether a person is a visible minority. The act defines visible minorities as
"persons, other than Aboriginal peoples, who are non-Caucasian in race or non-white in colour." The visible minority population consists
mainly of the following groups: South Asian, Chinese, Black, Filipino, Arab, Latin American, Southeast Asian, West Asian, Korean, and
Japanese.

Urban area

The concept "urban" includes small population centres, medium population centres and large urban population centres, which are defined
in the Census of Population dictionary.

Women

This gender category includes women (and/or girls) and may include some non-binary persons as well.

Available tables: 32-10-0392-01 to 32-10-0402-01 , 32-10-0450-01, 32-10-0451-01 and 32-10-0455-01.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3438.

The infographics "Socioeconomic portrait of Canada's farm population, 2021," "Educational portrait of
Canada's farm operators, 2021," and "Portrait of Canada's immigrant farm population, 2021," which are part
of the product Statistics Canada–Infographics (11-627-M), are also now available.

The Guide to the Census of Agriculture, 2021 is available on the Statistics Canada website.

For a complete list of our products, visit the Census of Agriculture portal.

For more information on agriculture and food, visit the Agriculture and food statistics portal.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=geo049a
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210045501
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210040201
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210045101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210045001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210039201
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3438
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-627-M2023044
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-627-M2023042
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-627-M2023043
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-627-M
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/32-26-0002/322600022021001-eng.htm
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/census-agriculture
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/subjects-start/agriculture_and_food
mailto:infostats@statcan.gc.ca
mailto:statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca

