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Both the value of exports and imports of goods rose substantially in 2022. However, the rise in the value of trade
was not reflected in the number of traders. The number of exporting enterprises (+0.7%) edged up to
reach 48,036 in 2022, while the number of importing enterprises remained stable at 160,238.

Most of the growth in merchandise trade value in 2022 was attributed to medium- and large-sized enterprises,
defined as those with 100 or more employees. The number of these exporting and importing enterprises went up
by 5.9% and 7.2%, respectively.

Small enterprises, which comprised the lion's share (94.6%) of all traders in 2022, did not experience a similar rise
in the number of traders year over year. The number of small-sized exporters was relatively unchanged, while the
number of small-sized importers went down slightly, concentrated among those with one to nine employees (-4.0%).

Chart 1
Year-over-year percentage change in the number of traders and value of trade, by exporters and
importers, by enterprise size, 2021 to 2022
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Source(s): Tables 12-10-0071-01 and 12-10-0091-01.

Number of Canadian exporters to the United States reaches 20-year high

Overall, the number of exporters to the United States rose by 686 to reach 40,787 in 2022, the highest level
since 2003.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210007101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210009101
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In contrast, the number of exporters to Asia and Europe both declined for a third consecutive year in 2022, with the
decrease concentrated among small exporters. The number of exporters to the Russian Federation (-558) and
Ukraine (-143) declined, against the backdrop of the conflict between the two countries. Meanwhile, the number of
exporters to China (-298) and Hong Kong (-160) also went down, as public health measures impacted their local
economics.

Chart 2
Number of Canadian exporting enterprises, by trading relationship with the United
States, 2000 to 2022
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Source(s): Table 12-10-0096-01.

Among importers, the trend was reversed. The number of enterprises importing goods from the United States (-80)
edged down in 2022, while those importing goods from Asia (+1,198) showed an increase, led by Vietnam and
India. The number of enterprises importing from Europe (+161) edged up, although the increase was moderated by
a large decline in the number of enterprises importing from the Russian Federation (-487).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210009601
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Chart 3
Year-over-year change in the number of exporting and importing enterprises, by selected
regions, 2021 to 2022
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Note(s): The number of enterprises is not additive in this chart.
Source(s): Tables 12-10-0095-01 and 12-10-0108-01.

Related party trade makes up more than two-fifths of Canada's international merchandise
trade value

Related party trade, also known as intra-firm trade, is a common global goods production and distribution
arrangement between a parent corporation and its affiliate in another country.

One-quarter of Canadian exporting enterprises traded with a related party in 2022, while less than 1 in 10 importing
enterprises did so. By value, related party transactions had an outsized impact on Canada's international
merchandise trade, totalling $611.4 billion in 2022 and representing significant shares of the value of both exports
(45.1%) and imports (41.4%).

Related party trade varied between regions. In 2022, a smaller share of exporters to the United States traded with a
related party (21.7%) than did exporters to non-US destinations (31.3%). However, by value, more than half of all
goods exports to the United States were sold to a related party, as opposed to less than a quarter of non-US
exports.

Among non-US countries, the related party share of export value varied depending on the country of destination
and industry involved. More than two-thirds of the value of exports to the United Kingdom was between related
parties, primarily tied to primary metal manufacturing. Conversely, the related party share of exports to major
trading partners in Asia, such as India (14.2%), China (10.8%) and Japan (5.8%), tended to be much lower.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210010801
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210009501
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Chart 4
Share of goods export value, by related party, selected principal trading partners, 2022
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Note(s): Top 10 countries of destination by value of goods exports in 2022. The percentages may not add up to 100% due to exports with an unknown related party
status (not shown).
Source(s): Table 12-10-0158-01.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210015801
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Table 1
Number of exporting and importing enterprises, year-over-year change, 2000 to 2022
  Exporting enterprises Importing enterprises

Total Year over year
change

Year over year
percentage

change

Total Year over year
change

Year over year
percentage

change

    number   %   number   %

2000 48,657 .. .. .. .. ..
2001 49,289 632 1.3 .. .. ..
2002 49,805 516 1.0 .. .. ..
2003 48,686 -1,119 -2.2 .. .. ..
2004 48,551 -135 -0.3 .. .. ..
2005 48,900 349 0.7 145,197 .. ..
2006 48,702 -198 -0.4 151,634 6,437 4.4
2007 48,509 -193 -0.4 165,255 13,621 9.0
2008 46,949 -1,560 -3.2 165,626 371 0.2
2009 42,602 -4,347 -9.3 156,397 -9,229 -5.6
2010 40,611 -1,991 -4.7 162,396 5,999 3.8
2011 42,129 1,518 3.7 165,167 2,771 1.7
2012 42,525 396 0.9 167,919 2,752 1.7
2013 41,759 -766 -1.8 164,876 -3,043 -1.8
2014 43,530 1,771 4.2 164,177 -699 -0.4
2015 43,959 429 1.0 159,935 -4,242 -2.6
2016 43,289 -670 -1.5 156,679 -3,256 -2.0
2017 43,480 191 0.4 161,680 5,001 3.2
2018 45,081 1,601 3.7 164,553 2,873 1.8
2019 45,533 452 1.0 163,498 -1,055 -0.6
2020 43,630 -1,903 -4.2 155,470 -8,028 -4.9
2021 47,701 4,071 9.3 160,254 4,784 3.1
2022 48,036 335 0.7 160,238 -16 0.0

.. not available for a specific reference period
Note(s): Data on importers are not available for reference years 2000 to 2004.
Source(s): Tables 12-10-0071-01 and 12-10-0091-01.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210009101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210007101
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Table 2
Number of exporting and importing enterprises and year-over-year percentage change, by
enterprise size, 2021 and 2022
  Exporting enterprises Importing enterprises

2021 2022 Percentage
change

2021 2022 Percentage
change

    number   %   number   %

All enterprises 47,701 48,036 0.7 160,254 160,238 0.0
Small enterprises (0 to 99

employees) 43,099 43,162 0.1 151,604 150,964 -0.4
0 or unreported employees 12,530 11,815 -5.7 43,398 43,373 -0.1
1 to 9 employees 13,676 13,742 0.5 61,507 59,049 -4.0
10 to 49 employees 13,204 13,706 3.8 39,069 40,302 3.2
50 to 99 employees 3,689 3,899 5.7 7,630 8,240 8.0
Medium-sized enterprises (100

to 499 employees) 3,466 3,678 6.1 6,536 7,015 7.3
100 to 249 employees 2,554 2,706 6.0 4,842 5,167 6.7
250 to 499 employees 912 972 6.6 1,694 1,848 9.1
Large enterprises (500 or more

employees) 1,136 1,196 5.3 2,114 2,259 6.9

Source(s): Tables 12-10-0071-01 and 12-10-0091-01.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210009101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210007101
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Note to readers

The Trade by Exporter Characteristics: Goods and Trade by Importer Characteristics: Goods programs are an initiative at Statistics
Canada undertaken to analyze the business characteristics of exporters and importers in Canada. These estimates are formed by linking
customs trade data records to business entities in Statistics Canada's Business Register.

Data on exports to the United States are collected by the US Census Bureau and transmitted to Statistics Canada as part of the
Canada–US data exchange, while data on exports to the rest of the world are collected jointly by Statistics Canada and the Canada
Border Services Agency.

Customs import data are collected jointly by Statistics Canada and the Canada Border Services Agency.

The Business Register contains the complete operating and legal structure of enterprises operating in Canada, as well as their key
characteristics, such as employment, and North American Industry Classification System code.

Survey definitions

This release contains information at both the enterprise and establishment levels. An enterprise is defined as the statistical unit that
directs and controls the allocation of resources relating to its domestic operations, and for which consolidated financial statements are
maintained. An establishment is the smallest statistical unit within an enterprise structure and better reflects the primary industrial activity
and the province of the exporter and importer. The two measures generate a different number of exporting and importing units, as well as
a different industry allocation of these units.

Small enterprises have fewer than 100 employees, including those that did not report any employment. Medium-sized enterprises
have 100 to 499 employees, while large enterprises have 500 or more employees.

Country of origin is the country of production or the country in which the final stage of production or manufacture occurs.

For exports, a related party is defined as a party who holds or controls ten percent or more of the outstanding voting stock or share of
the other party it is transacting with. For imports, the threshold is five percent.

In this release, data disseminated at the provincial level are conceptually different from customs-based merchandise export and import
data. Provincial data for the Trade by Exporter Characteristics: Goods and Trade by Importer Characteristics: Goods programs are based
on the province where the exporter and the importer are located. Goods can be shipped to other provinces for final consumption or can
be shipped from other provinces when leaving Canada. Customs-based merchandise imports are based on the province of clearance:
this is the province where the goods are cleared at customs, but this may not always be the province in which the importer is located.
Customs-based merchandise exports are based on the province of origin: this is the province where the goods are grown, produced,
extracted or manufactured.

Detailed information on concepts and methodology relating to this release is available on the Trade by Exporter Characteristics: Goods
survey page and the Trade by Importer Characteristics: Goods survey page.

Survey coverage

In this release, the total value of exports and imports refers to the part of the annual domestic export and import value (customs basis)
that can be linked to specific entities in the Business Register each year. Annual domestic export and import values (customs basis) can
be obtained from the Canadian International Merchandise Trade Web Application and Table 12-10-0119-01. Additional information and
definitions related to domestic merchandise exports and imports are available on the survey page for Canadian International Merchandise
Trade (Customs Basis).

Export data are available for the reference period of 2000 to 2022, while import data are available for the reference period
of 2005 to 2022. For each reference year, the identified exporting and importing enterprises accounted for at least 96% of the total
domestic export and import value. Throughout this release, the percentage share of export sales and import purchases corresponds to
the share of the annual domestic export and import value for which there was an identified exporter and importer. The number of
exporters and importers corresponds to the number of exporters and importers identified within the Business Register by the Trade by
Exporter Characteristics: Goods and Trade by Importer Characteristics: Goods programs.

https://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5124
https://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5237
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210011901&request_locale=en
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/71-607-X2021004
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=2201
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Available tables: 12-10-0071-01, 12-10-0091-01 to 12-10-0098-01 , 12-10-0103-01 to 12-10-0115-01 ,
12-10-0131-01, 12-10-0137-01 to 12-10-0139-01 and 12-10-0158-01 to 12-10-0160-01 .

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey numbers 5124 and 5237.

The data visualization product "Trade in Goods by Exporter and Importer Characteristics: Interactive Tool,"
which is part of Statistics Canada – Data Visualization Products (71-607-X), is now available.

The updated Canada and the World Statistics Hub (13-609-X) is available online. This product illustrates the
nature and extent of Canada's economic and financial relationship with the world using interactive graphs and
tables. This product provides easy access to information on trade, investment, employment and travel
between Canada and a number of countries, including the United States, the United Kingdom, Mexico, China
and Japan.

The Methodological Guide: Canadian System of Macroeconomic Accounts (13-607-X) is available.

The User Guide: Canadian System of Macroeconomic Accounts (13-606-G) is also available. This publication
will be regularly updated to maintain its relevance.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210010301
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210007101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210009801
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210009101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210011501
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210016001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210015801
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013701
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5124
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5237
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/71-607-X2019009
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/71-607-X
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/13-609-X
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/stathub
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/13-607-X
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/13-606-G
mailto:infostats@statcan.gc.ca
mailto:statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca

