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As of March 31, 2023, total stocks of wheat, canola, barley, oats and soybeans were all up compared with the same
date in 2022.

In general, stocks of principal field crops increased compared with the same date one year earlier because of
higher production, most notably in Western Canada, where improved growing conditions resulted in better yields.

Wheat

Total wheat stocks were up 18.2% year over year to 13.3 million tonnes as of March 31, 2023. On-farm stocks
rose 31.0% to 9.3 million tonnes, while commercial stocks decreased 4.1% to 3.9 million tonnes.

Deliveries of wheat off farm rose 43.5% to a record 24.0 million tonnes, surpassing the previous record
of 22.7 million tonnes set in 2021. Strong global demand contributed to higher wheat exports, which climbed 73.1%
to 17.3 million tonnes.

Canola

Stocks of canola were up 15.3% year over year to 6.0 million tonnes as of March 31, 2023. The increase was
attributable to an increase in on-farm stocks (+36.4% to 4.7 million tonnes), offsetting a decrease in commercial
stocks (-26.2% to 1.3 million tonnes).

Higher canola production in 2022 (+32.2%) led to an increase in total canola stocks. Canola exports for this period
were up 52.5% to 6.2 million tonnes as of March 31, while industrial use, mainly for crushing, rose 13.8%
to 6.6 million tonnes.

Corn for grain

Total stocks of corn for grain were down 2.2% year over year to 9.1 million tonnes as of March 31, 2023. On-farm
stocks (+8.4%) rose, while commercial stocks (-16.2%) fell compared with the same date in 2022.

Imports of corn for grain fell 72.3% compared with the same date in 2022, likely because of reduced demand for
corn for grain as animal feed in Western Canada. Increased production in the Prairies in 2022 resulted in higher
supplies of feed grains, such as barley and oats, which decreased the need to import corn for grain as an
alternative source of animal feed.

Soybeans

Soybean stocks rose 6.0% year over year to 2.0 million tonnes as of March 31, 2023, driven primarily by on-farm
stocks, which rose 12.2% to 1.1 million tonnes, as commercial stocks edged down 0.7% to 901 000 tonnes.

Barley

Barley stocks increased 43.9% year over year to 2.7 million tonnes as of March 31, 2023. Both on-farm stocks
(+37.5% to 2.1 million tonnes) and commercial stocks (+74.1% to 559 000 tonnes) rose compared with the same
date one year earlier.

Domestic use—largely for feed—increased 32.5% to 5.0 million tonnes, as higher supply possibly resulted in
livestock producers returning to using barley for feed.
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Oats

Stocks of oats more than doubled, rising 114.5% year over year to a record 2.6 million tonnes as of March 31, 2023,
because of higher production (+80.3%). On-farm stocks climbed 145.0% to 2.3 million tonnes, while commercial
stocks rose 21.5% to 368 000 tonnes.

Domestic disappearance (e.g., human use, seed use, industrial use, loss in handling and animal feed, waste and
dockage) rose 83.1% to 1.2 million tonnes because of higher animal feed use compared with the same date
in 2022.

Note to readers

Beginning in 2023, data for the on-farm stocks component of principal field crops, as of March 31, are modelled using survey estimates
and administrative data. This new methodology is a continuation of the AgZero initiative, which aims to reduce respondent burden while
producing high quality estimates using alternative methods.

Data on commercial stocks of western major crops originate from the Canadian Grain Commission. Data on commercial stocks of special
crops originate from a survey of handlers and agents of special crops.

National supply-disposition tables for the major grains and special crops are published jointly with the current release on stock levels and
are available in online data tables 32-10-0013-01, 32-10-0014 and 32-10-0015-01.

Stock data are subject to revision during the two years following their initial publication.

Readers are invited to visit the Agriculture and food statistics portal for more data related to agriculture and food published by Statistics
Canada.

Table 1
Total stocks of principal field crops on March 31
  March 2021 March 2022 March 2023 March 2021 to

March 2022
March 2022 to

March 2023

    thousands of tonnes   % change

Total wheat 16,880 11,220 13,261 -33.5 18.2
Durum wheat 2,949 1,897 1,806 -35.7 -4.8
Wheat excluding durum 13,931 9,323 11,455 -33.1 22.9

Barley 3,011 1,853 2,667 -38.5 43.9
Canola  7,810 5,159 5,948 -33.9 15.3
Corn for grain 8,147 9,282 9,075 13.9 -2.2
Dry field peas 1,879 1,202 1,471 -36.0 22.4
Flaxseed 232 184 355 -20.7 92.9
Lentils 1,461 1,042 900 -28.7 -13.6
Oats 1,844 1,228 2,634 -33.4 114.5
Rye 216 172 261 -20.4 51.7
Soybeans 2,012 1,882 1,995 -6.5 6.0

Note(s):
The estimates in this table have been rounded to the nearest thousand.
Wheat types may not add up to total wheat because of rounding.

Source(s): Table 32-10-0007-01.

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/subjects-start/agriculture_and_food
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210000701
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Available tables: 32-10-0007-01 and 32-10-0013-01 to 32-10-0015-01 .

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey numbers 3401, 3403, 3404, 3443, 3464, 3476, 5046,
5153 and 5223.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210000701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210001501
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210001301
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3476
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3464
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3403
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3443
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3401
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3404
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5046
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5223
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5153
mailto:infostats@statcan.gc.ca
mailto:statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca

