Fruit and vegetable production, 2022

Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Thursday, February 16, 2023

Fruit and vegetable farm-gate sales rose 13.1% in 2022 to $3.0 billion compared with 2021. Farmers reported
higher yields and farm-gate sales for both fruit (+15.3%) and vegetables (+11.2%), as all major commodities
increased.

At the national level, total fruit and vegetable production rose by 6.1% to 3.5 billion kilograms in 2022. Although
Western Canada is still recovering from the impacts of dry soil conditions in 2021, growing conditions were
generally more favourable in 2022.

The agricultural sector as a whole was faced with higher operating expenses, mostly due to increased costs of
fertilizer and fuel. Rising fertilizer costs were an important expense to farmers in 2022, increasing 29.3% to
$7.3 billion in 2021 and continuing to rise in 2022.
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Production and value of total fruits and vegetables increases

In 2022, total vegetable production (+3.7%) and farm-gate sales (+11.2% to $1.6 billion) grew compared with the
previous year. Ontario accounted for 55.2% of the total vegetable production in 2022, followed by Quebec (34.0%)
and British Columbia (3.1%).

The increase in farm-gate sales was driven by higher sales of dry onion ($157.2 million), carrots ($153.9 million)
and tomatoes ($128.4 million). Together, these commaodities accounted for 14.8% of total sales.
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In 2022, fruit sales increased by 15.3% to $1.4 billion, mainly driven by higher prices and increased production from
favourable weather conditions. The increase in farm-gate sales was attributable to low-bush blueberries (+37.5%),
cranberries (+34.9%) and apples (+17.3%).

In 2022, apple production bounced back relative to 2021. Sales rose 17.3% to $284.6 million due to favourable
weather conditions. Ontario accounted for 45.1% of the national apple sales, followed by Quebec (24.2%) and
British Columbia (19.6%).

In Quebec, the farm-gate value of total fruits rose 38.3% to $392.3 million in 2022 as marketed production
grew 37.6%. Top-selling fruits within the province include cranberries (+55.4%), with $131.1 million in sales, and
strawberries (+15.6%), with $86.7 million in sales.

Due to long-term favourable weather beginning in fall 2021, it was a record-breaking year for Quebec cranberry
producers, with the province producing 72.5% of the total cranberries. Higher production of cranberries was mainly
due to increase in yields (+41.3%).

In British Columbia, total fruit production edged down 3.0% to 251.0 million kilograms in 2022, attributable mainly to
the lower production of currants (-10.4%), grapes vinifera (-10.0%) and apples (-9.0%).

Conversely, total production for raspberries (+39.6%), pears (+19.3%) and labrusca grapes (+15.7%) increased.
Fruit and Vegetable Consumer Prices

In 2022, consumers paid more out of pocket for groceries. Prices for fresh vegetables (+10.4%) and fresh fruits
(+8.3%) increased on a year-over-year basis.

Note to readers

Farm-gate value is the value received by producers at the point of first transaction, when ownership first changes hands. This value
excludes any separately billed costs such as delivery, storage, marketing and administration.

Changes in methodology were made to the Fruit and Vegetable Survey beginning in 2018. For more information on the methodology
changes, consult the Integrated Business Statistics Program, available in the Behind the data feature of the Statistics Canada website.

For more information on agriculture and food, visit the Agriculture and food statistics portal. Data users can also visualize survey data
results with the interactive Crop production: Visualization tool.

For the latest information on the Census of Agriculture, visit the Census of Agriculture portal.
Following the release of the 2021 Census of Agriculture data in May 2022, intercensal revisions to the Fruit and Vegetable survey data for

years 2017 to 2021 are now available in Tables 32-10-0364-01 and 32-10-0365-01. For the latest information on the Census of
Agriculture, visit the Census of Agriculture portal.

Available tables: 32-10-0364-01 and 32-10-0365-01.
Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3407.
For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us

(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).
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