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New Motor Vehicle Sales, 2021

New motor vehicle sales (units) rose 0.9% in 2021 compared with 2020, with 1,606,664 units sold. This marked the
first increase in units sold since 2017. New motor vehicle sales in dollar terms increased 6.8%. Despite these gains,
new motor vehicles sales were lower in both units (-18.9%) and sales (-11.0%) when compared with 2019, the last
pre-pandemic year.

For the first time since 2013, annual passenger car sales increased. Higher sales of passenger car units (+6.1%)
and sales in dollar terms (+18.1%) were reported in 2021 than in 2020. Sales of light trucks declined 0.7% in units
sold, but increased 4.4% in dollar terms. Despite this slight decline in units, light trucks, a group which comprises
pickup trucks, SUVs and crossovers, still represented 76.2% of total new motor vehicles sold in 2021.

Gains in both types of heavy vehicles were observed in 2021. Higher numbers of heavy trucks were sold
in 2021 (+1,975). In dollar terms, heavy truck sales increased 9.0%. There were 1,043 more buses sold
in 2021 than 2020, representing an increase of 38.8%. In dollar terms, sales of buses increased 1.0%. Prices per
unit for buses can vary widely, which can lead to a large difference between the changes in units and sales.

Note to readers

New motor vehicle sales data for Canada and the provinces are now available for January 2022.

The New Motor Vehicle Sales Survey collects data on monthly sales (in dollars and units) of new motor vehicles in Canada, by type of
vehicle and by country or region of manufacture.

Find more statistics on the Retail and wholesale statistics portal.

These data are subject to revision.

Available tables: 20-10-0001-01 and 20-10-0002-01.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2402.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations
(statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@statcan.gc.ca).
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