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Mushroom growers sold 146,154 short tons of mushrooms in 2020, up 0.4% compared with 2019 and the fifth
consecutive annual increase, mainly due to higher yields and exports.

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic was reflected by the shift in sales from fresh to processed mushrooms. The
amount of mushrooms processed rose a record 4,368 short tons to 12,726 short tons in 2020 (+52.3%), with most
of the sales occurring at the beginning of the pandemic. Conversely, with most restaurants either closed or offering
limited in-person dining for much of the year, fresh mushroom sales declined 3,846 short tons
from 2019 to 133,428 short tons (-2.8%).

The closure of restaurants for in-person dining at the start of the pandemic prompted some mushroom growers to
destroy their crops, while others reduced capacity as they accumulated a surplus of unsold mushrooms. Despite the
initial shock of the pandemic, mushroom growers adapted to the new reality and production kept pace with demand.

While cultivated (-1.4%) and harvested (-2.8%) area both decreased in 2020, better yields contributed to higher
production. Yields have been rising since 2016 due to better growing mediums, such as enriched sawdust and
nutrient-rich soil.

The total value of mushrooms sold rose 5.1% to $619.7 million in 2020, due to higher prices for both fresh and
processed mushrooms.

Canada exported 62,452 short tons of Agaricus mushrooms in 2020, up 10.5% from a year earlier, with the vast
majority destined for the United States (99.2%).

Chart 1
Mushroom production in Canada, 2011 to 2020
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Source(s): Statistics Canada; Area, production and sales of mushrooms,Table 32-10-0356-01.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210035601
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Note to readers

Find out more about agriculture and food statistics. Data users can also visualize survey data results with the interactive "Crop
production" visualization tool.

Please support the 2021 Census of Agriculture.

Available tables: table 32-10-0356-01.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3411.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).
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