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There were 1,946 police-reported hate crimes in Canada in 2019, up 7% from a year earlier. Other than a single
peak of 2,073 hate crimes in 2017, police-reported numbers are the highest since 2009.

Today, Statistics Canada released a detailed analysis in the Juristat article "Police-reported hate crime in
Canada, 2019" and the accompanying infographic "Infographic: Police-reported hate crime in Canada, 2019."

Statistics Canada collects data on the number and nature of hate crimes reported to police in any given year and
monitors trends over time. The following statistics from 2019 do not reflect the large-scale societal impacts, both
nationally and globally, of the COVID-19 pandemic, as this information is not yet available.
The 2019 police-reported hate crime data will, however, be a key reference point for 2020, to identify possible
changes in Canadian crime patterns as a result of factors related to the pandemic.

Results from a recent crowdsourcing survey show that, since the start of the pandemic, the proportion of
participants designated as visible minorities who perceived an increase in race-based harassment or attacks
was three times larger than the proportion among the rest of the population (18% versus 6%). This difference
was most pronounced among Chinese (30%), Korean (27%), and Southeast Asian (19%) participants. In
addition, some police services and media outlets, such as those in Vancouver (PDF 1,787 KB), Ottawa and
Toronto (PDF 1,702 KB), have indicated significant increases in hate crime incidents in 2020.

Hate crimes target the integral and visible parts of a person's identity and may disproportionately affect the wider
community. A hate crime incident may be carried out against a person or property and may target race, colour,
national or ethnic origin, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, language, sex, age, mental or
physical disability, or any other similar factor. In addition, four specific offences are listed as hate propaganda or
hate crimes in the Criminal Code of Canada: advocating genocide, public incitement of hatred, willful promotion of
hatred and mischief motivated by hate in relation to property used by an identifiable group.

Hate-motivated crime up from 2018 and remains higher than previous 10-year average

The number of police-reported hate crimes in Canada was up 7% in 2019, rising from 1,817 incidents to 1,946.
Since comparable data became available in 2009, the number of hate crimes has ranged from 1,167 incidents
in 2013 to 2,073 in 2017. On average, 1,518 hate crime incidents have been reported annually by police
since 2009.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/85-002-X202100100002
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-627-M2021021
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/45-28-0001/2020001/article/00046-eng.htm
https://www.ottawapolice.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=774695ce-448a-4d4f-ab41-3a28932945c3
https://vancouver.ca/police/policeboard/agenda/2021/0218/5-1-2102P01-Year-end-2020-KPI-Report.pdf
https://torontopolice.on.ca/budget/docs/2021/budget_2021_news_release_with_chiefs_comments.pdf
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Chart 1
Number of police-reported hate crimes, Canada, 2009 to 2019
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Note(s): Information in this chart reflects data reported by police services covering 99.7% of the population of Canada.
Source(s): Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (3302).

As with other crimes, self-reported data provide further insight into hate-motivated crimes. According to
the 2014 General Social Survey on Canadians' Safety (Victimization), Canadians reported being the victim of
over 330,000 criminal incidents that they perceived as being motivated by hate in the 12 months that preceded the
survey (5% of the total self-reported incidents). Two-thirds of these incidents were not reported to the police, a rate
similar to that for victimization overall.

Hate-motivated crime accounts for a small proportion of all police-reported crime (around 0.1% of all
non-traffic-related offences). However, police data on hate crimes reflect only those incidents that come to the
attention of police and are classified as hate crimes. As a result, fluctuations in the number of reported incidents
may be attributable to a true change in the volume of hate crimes, but they might also reflect changes in reporting
by the public because of increased community outreach by police or heightened sensitivity after high-profile events.

Most provinces and all territories report increases in hate crimes

In 2019, eight provinces and all three territories posted increases in police-reported hate crimes. The largest
contributors to the national increase were British Columbia (+49 incidents), Ontario (+43 incidents) and Quebec
(+23 incidents). Alberta reported 38 fewer incidents and Nova Scotia had no change from the previous year.

Accounting for population size, hate crime rates were highest in British Columbia (6.1 incidents
per 100,000 population), Ontario (5.9 incidents), Quebec (4.8 incidents) and Alberta (4.7 incidents). While the vast
majority (84%) of hate crimes occurred in a census metropolitan area (CMA), non-CMA areas (small cities, small
towns and rural areas) accounted for two-thirds (67%) of the increase in hate crime incidents in 2019. Stated
another way, areas outside CMAs recorded 86 more incidents in 2019, while CMAs recorded 43 more incidents.

Police-reported hate crimes targeting race or ethnicity and sexual orientation were up compared with the previous
year, accounting for most of the national increase. Hate crimes targeting religion were down because of fewer
incidents targeting the Jewish population. There were more incidents targeting the Muslim population.

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302
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Chart 2
Police-reported hate crimes, by region, 2017 to 2019
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Note(s): Information in this chart reflects data reported by police services covering 99.7% of the population of Canada.
Source(s): Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (3302).

Non-violent and violent hate crimes up in 2019

Non-violent hate crime accounted for over half (56%) of all hate crimes in 2019, the same proportion as in 2018.
Both non-violent (+6%) and violent (+8%) hate crimes increased in 2019, contributing nearly equally to the overall
increase in hate crime.

The increase in non-violent hate crime was largely the result of more incidents of general mischief (+7%). The rise
in violent hate crime was driven by more incidents of common assault (+24%) and uttering threats (+12%).

As is typical of police-reported hate crime historically, mischief (general mischief and mischief towards property
used primarily for worship or by an identifiable group) was the most common hate crime-related offence, accounting
for almost half (45%) of all hate crime incidents.

Police-reported hate crimes motivated by hatred of a race or an ethnicity increase

Individuals designated as visible minorities generally report higher levels of discrimination than the non-visible
minority population (20% versus 12%). Specifically, those who identified as Arab or Black were most likely to report
having experienced discrimination, with four in five Black Canadians who had experienced discrimination indicating
that their race or skin colour was the basis of the discrimination.

Almost half (46%) of all police-reported hate crime was motivated by hatred of a race or an ethnicity in 2019. Police
reported 876 crimes motivated by hatred of a race or an ethnicity, up 10% from 2018, and 2 fewer than the record
high in 2017. The rise was largely attributable to 40 more hate crimes targeting the Black population (+14%)
and 35 more incidents targeting the Arab and West Asian populations (+38%).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2018001/article/54913-eng.htm
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With 335 police-reported incidents, hate crimes targeting the Black population reached their highest number
recorded dating back to 2009. Hate crimes targeting the Black population accounted for 18% of all hate crimes in
Canada, and this population was the most targeted group overall in 2019. Ontario (+29 incidents) and British
Columbia (+16 incidents) accounted for the largest increases in hate crimes against the Black population, while
Alberta (-19 incidents) reported the largest decrease.

The number of police-reported hate crimes against the Arab and West Asian populations rose from 93 to 128,
following a 35% decrease a year earlier. This was the second-highest number dating back to 2009. These crimes
accounted for 15% of hate crimes targeting race or ethnicity, and 7% of all hate crimes in 2019.

While the number of hate crimes targeting race or ethnicity rose in 2019, victimization data from the same year
suggest that population groups designated as visible minorities were significantly less likely to report having a great
deal of confidence in the police (35%), compared with non-visible minorities (44%). Perceptions of personal safety,
prior victimization or discrimination, and confidence in the police can all impact the likelihood of an individual
reporting a crime to the police.

Hate crimes targeting the Indigenous population continue to account for relatively few
police-reported hate crimes

Incidents against Indigenous people—those who are First Nations, Métis or Inuit—continued to account for a
relatively small proportion of police-reported hate crimes (2%), decreasing from 39 incidents in 2018 to 30 incidents
in 2019.

Police-reported violent hate crimes against Indigenous people are more likely than most other hate crimes to
involve female victims. From 2010 to 2019, 45% of victims of violent hate crimes against Indigenous people were
female, compared with 32% of all victims of violent hate crimes.

According to the most recent victimization information, Indigenous victims of non-spousal violence were less likely
to report the crime to police than their non-Indigenous counterparts. Furthermore, Indigenous people were less
likely to report having a great deal of confidence in the police compared with their non-Indigenous counterparts.
Previous research has described the relationship between Indigenous people and the police as one of mistrust
because of a range of systemic issues that have contributed to experiences of social and institutional
marginalization, discrimination, violence, and intergenerational trauma. It is therefore unclear how the number of
police-reported hate crimes may be impacted.

Record high number of hate crimes targeting sexual orientation

According to the 2018 Survey of Safety in Public and Private Spaces, an estimated 1 million people in Canada are
sexual minorities—that is, they reported their sexual orientation as gay, lesbian, bisexual or a sexual orientation that
is not heterosexual. Compared with heterosexual Canadians, sexual minority Canadians were more likely to report
having been violently victimized in their lifetime and were more likely to have experienced inappropriate behaviours
in public and online. At the same time, sexual minority Canadians were less likely to report having been physically
assaulted to the police.

Police reported 263 hate crimes targeting sexual orientation in 2019, up 41% from a year earlier. This was the
highest number of hate crimes targeting sexual orientation dating back to 2009. Nearly 9 in 10 (88%) of these
crimes specifically targeted the gay and lesbian community, while the remainder comprised incidents targeting
bisexual people (2%); people with other sexual orientations, such as asexual, pansexual or other non-heterosexual
orientations (6%); and people whose sexual orientation was unknown (4%).

As was the case in previous years, violent crimes accounted for more than half (53%) of hate crimes targeting
sexual orientation. In comparison, just over one-quarter (27%) of hate crimes targeting religion and just over half
(52%) of hate crimes targeting race or ethnicity were violent.
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Hate crimes targeting religion down for the second year in a row, with fewer anti-Semitic
hate crimes

In 2019, 608 hate crimes targeting religion were reported by police, down 7% compared with 2018. Although this
was the second year-over-year decrease in a row, following a peak of 842 incidents in 2017, the number was higher
than those recorded prior to 2017. Victimization information has shown that people affiliated with a non-Christian
religion were significantly more likely than Christians to report having experienced discrimination on the basis of
their religion (11% versus 1%).

Following a 63% jump in 2017 and a 3% increase in 2018, the number of incidents targeting the Jewish population
decreased 20% in 2019, from 372 to 296. The decline was the result of fairly widespread decreases, including
fewer incidents in Alberta (-29), British Columbia (-20), Ontario (-19) and Quebec (-18). While police-reported
metrics indicate a decrease in hate crimes targeting the Jewish population, an annual audit conducted by B'Nai
Brith Canada reported a record number of anti-Semitic incidents for the fourth consecutive year.

In contrast, following a large decrease in hate crimes against the Muslim population in 2018, police
reported 15 more incidents in 2019, for a total of 181 (+9%). The increase in police-reported hate crimes against
Muslims was largely the result of more incidents in Quebec (+15 incidents).

Violent incidents targeting the Muslim population were more likely than other types of hate crimes to involve female
victims. From 2010 to 2019, almost half (47%) of victims of violent hate crimes targeting the Muslim population were
female, compared with one-third (32%) of all hate crime victims.

Note to readers

Police-reported hate crime data have been collected on an annual basis since 2006, and, since 2010, data on motivations have been
reported by police services that cover over 99% of the population of Canada.

Police determine whether or not a crime was motivated by hatred. They indicate the type of motivation based on information gathered
during the investigation and common national guidelines for record classification. Fluctuations in the annual number of incidents can be
influenced by changes in local police service practices, their engagement with various communities and the willingness of victims to
report incidents to police. The number of hate crimes presented in this release likely undercounts the true extent of hate crime in Canada,
as not all crimes are reported to police.

Reference tables: 35-10-0066-01, 35-10-0067-01 and 35-10-0191-01.

Table 1
Police-reported hate crimes, by detailed motivation, Canada, 2017 to 2019
  2017 2018 2019

number % number % number %

Total 2,073 100 1,817 100 1,946 100
Race or ethnicity 878 43 793 44 876 46

Black 321 16 295 16 335 18
East or Southeast Asian 61 3 60 3 68 4
South Asian 67 3 84 5 80 4
Arab or West Asian 142 7 93 5 128 7
Indigenous (First Nations, Métis

or Inuit) 31 2 39 2 30 2
White 46 2 42 2 49 3
Other race or ethnicity1 169 8 163 9 150 8
Race or ethnicity not specified 41 2 17 1 36 2

Religion 842 41 657 37 608 32
Jewish 360 18 372 21 296 16
Muslim 349 17 166 9 181 10
Catholic 39 2 44 2 52 3
Other religion2 57 3 52 3 60 3

https://www.bnaibrith.ca/antisemitic-incidents/
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3510006701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3510006601
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3510019101
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Table 1
Police-reported hate crimes, by detailed motivation, Canada, 2017 to 2019
  2017 2018 2019

number % number % number %

Religion not specified 37 2 23 1 19 1
Sexual orientation 204 10 186 10 263 14
Other motivation3 117 6 159 9 152 8
Motivation unknown 32 ... 22 ... 47 ...

... not applicable
1. Includes motivations based on race or ethnicity not otherwise stated (e.g., Latin American, South American), as well as hate crimes that target more than one race

or ethnic group.
2. Includes motivations based on religion not otherwise stated (e.g., Sikh, Hindu, Buddhist).
3. Includes mental or physical disability, language, sex or gender, age, and other similar factors (e.g., occupation or political beliefs).
Note(s): Information in this table reflects data reported by police services covering 99.7% of the population of Canada. Percentages have been calculated excluding

hate crimes where the motivation was unknown. Percentages may not add up to 100% as a result of rounding.
Source(s): Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (3302).

Table 2
Police-reported hate crimes, by type of motivation and province or territory, 2017 to 2019
  Race or ethnicity Religion Sexual orientation Other motivation1 Total

2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019

    number

Canada 793 876 657 608 186 263 159 152 1,817 1,946
Newfoundland and

Labrador 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 2 2 6
Prince Edward Island 2 3 0 0 0 4 0 0 2 7
Nova Scotia 21 20 10 5 1 4 0 3 32 32
New Brunswick 8 11 3 8 3 9 1 5 15 33
Quebec 131 155 139 139 27 29 70 63 379 402
Ontario 346 378 326 311 83 118 47 34 807 850
Manitoba 23 29 11 22 6 4 2 1 42 56
Saskatchewan 17 15 7 8 4 7 2 1 30 32
Alberta 119 106 86 52 21 37 15 11 245 207
British Columbia 124 153 74 62 38 45 22 32 259 308
Yukon 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 2
Northwest Territories 1 3 0 0 0 3 0 0 1 6
Nunavut 1 2 1 0 0 2 0 0 2 5

1. Includes mental or physical disability, language, sex or gender, age, and other similar factors (e.g., occupation or political beliefs).
Note(s): Information in this table reflects data reported by police services covering 99.7% of the population of Canada. Total includes hate crimes where the

motivation was unknown.
Source(s): Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (3302).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302
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Table 3
Police-reported hate crimes, by most serious violation, Canada, 2018 and 2019
  Race or ethnicity Religion Sexual orientation Other motivation1 Total

2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019

    number

Total 793 876 657 608 186 263 159 152 1,817 1,946
Non-violent violations 370 417 494 442 71 123 68 69 1,019 1,085

Mischief in relation to
property used
primarily for
worship or by an
identifiable group2 5 14 100 82 1 3 0 4 106 107

General mischief3 280 310 318 287 53 104 54 47 715 763
Advocating

genocide2 4 5 2 5 0 0 2 1 8 12
Public incitement of

hatred2 26 31 36 39 5 2 5 7 77 89
Other non-violent

violations4 55 57 38 29 12 14 7 10 113 114
Violent violations 423 459 163 166 115 140 91 83 798 861

Total assault 215 254 42 55 57 63 37 26 351 401
Common assault

(Level 1)5 145 184 30 44 40 47 22 17 237 295
Assault with a

weapon or
causing bodily
harm (Level 2)
and aggravated
assault (Level
3)5 70 70 12 11 17 16 15 9 114 106

Uttering threats  130 125 68 74 32 49 24 33 260 290
Criminal harassment 34 35 19 14 8 11 12 8 73 68
Other violent

violations6 44 45 34 23 18 17 18 16 114 102

1. Includes mental or physical disability, language, sex or gender, age, and other similar factors (e.g., occupation or political beliefs).
2. These offences are by definition hate crimes. The other listed offences are general Criminal Code offences, such as assault, uttering threats, etc., motivated by

hate.
3. General mischief includes all mischief-related violations except for mischief in relation to property used primarily for worship or by an identifiable group, which is

captured separately.
4. Other non-violent offences include crimes against property (e.g., breaking and entering) or other non-violent criminal violations (e.g., disturbing the peace).
5. Includes assaults against public peace officers.
6. Other violent offences include other crimes against persons involving violence or threat of violence such as homicide, attempted murder, robbery, harassing

telephone calls or other assaults, and some traffic offences.
Note(s): Information in this table reflects data reported by police services covering 99.7% of the population of Canada. Total includes incidents where hate

motivation was unknown.
Source(s): Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (3302).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302
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Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3302.

The article "Police-reported hate crime in Canada, 2019" is now available as part of the publication Juristat
(85-002-X). The infographic "Infographic: Police-reported hate crime in Canada, 2019," which is part of the
series Statistics Canada — Infographics (11-627-M), is now available.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/85-002-X202100100002
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-627-M2021021
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/85-002-X
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-627-M
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca

