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The economic recovery from COVID-19 in the months following the lockdown measures has been uneven across
industries and population groups. By July, real gross domestic product was 6% below pre-COVID-19 levels,
supported by strong rebounds in manufacturing, construction and retail trade in late spring.

While many professional services with high measures of workplace flexibility and telework capacity were less
impacted by the pandemic, many lower-paying services remained severely impacted. Output in accommodation
and food services in July remained about one-third below pre-pandemic levels, while activity in arts, entertainment
and cultural services remained over 50% below.

A new study released today, titled "Recent Developments in the Canadian Economy, 2020: COVID-19, fourth
edition," provides an integrated overview of key changes in output and employment in the months following the
lockdown measures and highlights the unevenness of the economic recovery across sectors and demographic
groups. It is part of a series of articles that present economic developments related to COVID-19 as new data and
information become available.

By September, employment had recovered to within 720,000 of pre-COVID-19 levels. While employment among
core-age workers (25- to 54-year-olds) was 2.3% below levels observed in February, employment among young
Canadians remained over 10% below. Employment among lower-wage workers has been much slower to recover.

As of September, 1.3 million Canadian workers were still impacted by COVID-19 as a result of employment losses
or substantial reductions in hours worked, down from a peak of 5.5 million in April, when lockdown measures were
in effect.

The article also highlights a range of new findings from a recent presentation on the social, economic and health
impacts of the pandemic, titled "The Social and Economic Impacts of COVID-19: A Six-month Update," published
on October 20. These include the potential impacts of the pandemic on the cumulative earnings of young workers
and changes in their self-reported mental health. In July, about 40% of young Canadians reported that they were in
very good or excellent mental health, down from 60% prior to the pandemic. Declines in mental health among
young Canadians were the largest among the age groups examined.

The research article "Recent Developments in the Canadian Economy, 2020: COVID-19, fourth edition," part
of Economic Insights (11-626-X), is now available.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).
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