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In 2018, the five major census metropolitan areas (CMAs) in terms of trade—Toronto, Calgary, Montréal, Vancouver
and Windsor—contributed to nearly 60% of Canada's total international merchandise trade. Calgary posted the
highest net exports, while Toronto had the highest net imports.

Overall, Canada's 35 CMAs accounted for 75% of total merchandise exports and for more than 90% of total imports
in 2018.

Chart 1
International merchandise trade by major census metropolitan area (CMA), 2018
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Source(s): Tables 12-10-0138-01 and 12-10-0139-01.

Out of all the exporting (50,247) and importing (168,028) establishments, more than three-quarters were located in
CMAs in 2018, and their numbers have been relatively stable since 2010. An establishment is a statistical unit that
represents the location of an exporter or importer.

The Toronto census metropolitan area contributes heavily to Canada's imports

In 2018, the Toronto CMA (Toronto) represented more than 40% of Canada's total import value, and 17.2% of the
total export value, the largest shares among all CMAs in the country.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013801
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The value of exports from Toronto establishments rose 54.4% from 2010 to 2018, reaching $89.9 billion in 2018.
This growth was faster than that of all other CMAs combined (+36.1%). Over three-quarters of exporting
establishments in Toronto exported goods to the United States.

The manufacturing sector contributed the most to exports from Toronto establishments, with exports totalling
$75.8 billion in 2018. Unwrought gold, mainly sold to the United Kingdom, and motor vehicles, mostly sold to the
United States, were the main products exported.

Similar to export value, the value of imports by Toronto establishments grew by 53.9% from 2010 to 2018 to reach
$236.7 billion. Imports of vehicles and mobile telephones contributed the most to this growth. Establishments with
fewer than 500 employees were responsible for the bulk of the imports.

Chart 2
Value of exports and imports by top three sectors, Toronto, 2018
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Source(s): Tables 12-10-0138-01 and 12-10-0139-01.

The marked increase in international trade in Toronto coincided with strong growth in its population. Among all
CMAs in Canada, Toronto posted the largest population increase (+660,809) from 2010 to 2018.

The Calgary census metropolitan area posts the highest net exports, led mainly by the
energy sector

In 2018, exports from the Calgary CMA (Calgary) reached $88.6 billion, while imports amounted to $28.3 billion. As
a result, its net export value stood at $60.3 billion, the highest level among all CMAs in Canada.

The mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction sector represented 65% of Calgary's export value in 2018, up
from 49% in 2010. This increase was primarily led by exports of crude petroleum to the United States and by
establishments with fewer than 500 employees.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013801
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Despite the increased value of exports, the number of establishments exporting and importing energy products
declined by 7.4% from 2010 to 2018.

Conversely, the number of establishments trading non-energy products rose by 4.1% from 2010 to 2018. These
establishments were operating in various industrial sectors, such as manufacturing, wholesale trade, retail trade,
construction, and professional, scientific and technical services.

Manufacturing and wholesale trade foster international trade in major census
metropolitan areas

Overall, the manufacturing and wholesale trade sectors contributed the most to international merchandise trade in
major CMAs in the country in 2018. Calgary was the exception, with its mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction
sector generating the bulk of the international trade.

In the Montréal CMA, wholesale trade represented 44% of imports in 2018. Meanwhile, manufacturing was
responsible for over three-quarters of exports, led by the transportation equipment manufacturing and the primary
metal manufacturing subsectors.

In the Vancouver CMA, wholesale trade accounted for more than 40% of exports and nearly half of imports in 2018.
The farm product merchant wholesaler subsector posted the highest value of exports, led by products exported to
China and Japan. Meanwhile, the building material and supplies merchant wholesalers subsector posted the
strongest imports.

In the Windsor CMA, the manufacturing sector—particularly transportation equipment manufacturing—accounted
for nearly all exports and over 60% of imports, in terms of value. This trade activity occurred mainly with one partner
country, the United States.

An interactive tool—Trade in goods by exporter and importer characteristics—is available

An interactive tool is available that allows users to quickly, easily and efficiently browse the wide variety of
information available on trade in goods by exporter and importer characteristics. This tool provides information on
the number of exporters and importers, and on trade value by trader location (such as province and census
metropolitan area), trader's industry sector, and partner countries with whom products are exchanged.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/71-607-x/71-607-x2019009-eng.htm
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Infographic 1 –  Trade in goods by exporter and importer characteristics - Interactive tool
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Table 1
International merchandise trade, by census metropolitan area (CMA), 2018
  2018

Value of exports Value of imports Net exports (+) / net
imports (-)

    millions of dollars

Canada 522,837 564,297 -41,460
 

Total, 35 CMAs 391,720 512,240 -120,521
St. John's, Newfoundland and Labrador 828 849 -21
Halifax, Nova Scotia 1,215 2,215 -1,000
Moncton, New Brunswick 356 720 -364
Saint John, New Brunswick 7,662 10,278 -2,616
Saguenay, Quebec 2,873 200 2,673
Québec, Quebec 4,193 7,042 -2,849
Sherbrooke, Quebec 1,377 764 613
Trois-Rivières, Quebec 1,449 1,073 376
Montréal, Quebec 45,473 68,308 -22,835
Ottawa–Gatineau, Ontario/Quebec 7,035 10,287 -3,252
Belleville, Ontario 1,638 1,259 378
Kingston, Ontario 1,437 1,361 76
Peterborough, Ontario  821 614 207
Oshawa, Ontario 10,269 16,744 -6,476
Toronto, Ontario 89,938 236,728 -146,790
Hamilton, Ontario 8,225 15,941 -7,715
St. Catharines–Niagara, Ontario 4,702 2,404 2,298
Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo, Ontario 18,503 15,194 3,309
Brantford, Ontario 2,169 2,310 -141
Guelph, Ontario 5,070 4,984 86
London, Ontario 6,181 5,863 318
Windsor, Ontario 16,912 18,911 -1,998
Barrie, Ontario 644 959 -315
Greater Sudbury, Ontario 3,901 3,261 639
Thunder Bay, Ontario 246 234 12
Winnipeg, Manitoba 14,235 7,345 6,890
Regina, Saskatchewan 2,148 3,739 -1,591
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 6,101 2,342 3,759
Calgary, Alberta 88,660 28,336 60,325
Edmonton, Alberta 12,025 12,773 -748
Lethbridge, Alberta 1,065 981 84
Kelowna, British Columbia 320 426 -106
Abbotsford–Mission, British Columbia 1,047 995 52
Vancouver, British Columbia 22,488 24,340 -1,853
Victoria, British Columbia 514 2,459 -1,945

 
Non-CMA 131,117 52,057 79,060

Source(s): Tables 12-10-0138-01 and 12-10-0139-01.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013801
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013901
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Table 2
Number of exporters and importers, and population, by census metropolitan area (CMA), 2010
and 2018
  2010 2018 2010 to 2018

Exporters Importers Population Exporters Importers Population Exporters Importers Population

    number   change in number

Canada 45,425 166,427 34,131,683 50,247 168,028 37,238,906 4,822 1,601 3,107,223
 

Total, 35 CMAs 35,157 123,940 23,827,855 38,470 127,346 26,497,722 3,313 3,406 2,669,867
Toronto, Ontario 11,068 34,618 5,681,126 11,536 35,629 6,341,935 468 1,011 660,809
Calgary, Alberta 1,842 7,527 1,240,521 1,987 7,748 1,486,050 145 221 245,529
Montreal, Quebec 6,022 18,312 3,953,773 6,696 19,286 4,255,541 674 974 301,768
Vancouver, British Columbia 4,498 16,891 2,344,847 4,921 17,850 2,650,005 423 959 305,158
Windsor, Ontario 540 1,674 328,520 619 1,558 349,718 79 -116 21,198
Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo,

Ontario 914 2,571 506,907 1,056 2,733 567,740 142 162 60,833
Oshawa, Ontario 229 858 362,506 246 928 405,631 17 70 43,125
Edmonton, Alberta 1,532 6,769 1,183,929 1,695 6,717 1,420,916 163 -52 236,987
Hamilton, Ontario 1,144 3,211 736,875 1,254 3,435 786,641 110 224 49,766
Winnipeg, Manitoba 914 3,911 736,073 942 3,635 832,186 28 -276 96,113
Saint John, New Brunswick 92 539 129,425 98 527 130,107 6 -12 682
Ottawa–Gatineau, Ontario/Quebec 839 3,996 1,268,687 931 4,065 1,414,399 92 69 145,712
London, Ontario 592 2,136 486,555 659 2,051 532,984 67 -85 46,429
Quebec, Quebec 587 2,293 768,374 771 2,491 817,408 184 198 49,034
Guelph, Ontario 277 762 144,324 348 810 162,612 71 48 18,288
All other CMAs (20) 4,067 17,872 3,955,413 4,711 17,883 4,343,849 644 11 388,436

 
Non-CMA 10,268 42,487 10,303,828 11,777 40,682 10,741,184 1,509 -1,805 437,356

Source(s): Tables 12-10-0138-01, 12-10-0139-01, 17-10-0135-01 and 17-10-0009-01.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1710000901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1710013501
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013801
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Note to readers

This release contains data on the location of exporters and importers of goods by census metropolitan area (CMA). Data are taken from
the following related tables:

• Trade in goods by exporter characteristics, by CMA and number of partner countries (12-10-0137-01),

• Trade in goods by exporter characteristics, by CMA and industry of establishment (12-10-0138-01),

• Trade in goods by importer characteristics, by CMA and number of partner countries (12-10-0131-01), and

• Trade in goods by importer characteristics, by CMA and industry of establishment (12-10-0139-01).

The Trade by Exporter Characteristics — Goods and the Trade by Importer Characteristics — Goods programs are initiatives undertaken
at Statistics Canada to analyze the characteristics of exporters and importers of goods in Canada. These estimates are formed by linking
customs trade data records to business entities in Statistics Canada's Business Register.

Data on exports to the United States are collected by the United States Census Bureau and are transmitted to Statistics Canada as part
of the Canada–U.S. data exchange. Data on exports to the rest of the world are collected jointly by Statistics Canada and the Canada
Border Services Agency.

Customs import data are collected jointly by Statistics Canada and the Canada Border Services Agency.

The Business Register contains the complete operating and legal structure of enterprises operating in Canada, as well as their key
characteristics such as employment and sector activity, based on the North American Industry Classification System code.

Survey definitions

This release contains information at the establishment level. An establishment is defined as the statistical unit where the accounting data
required to measure production are available.

A census metropolitan area (CMA) is formed by one or more adjacent municipalities clustered around a population centre (known as
the core). A CMA must have a total population of at least 100,000, of which 50,000 or more must live in the core, based on adjusted data
from the Census of Population Program. There are 35 CMAs in Canada.

A non-CMA is an area that is not part of the 35 CMAs. The sum of CMA and non-CMA data represents Canada. Therefore, adding the
trade values of CMAs and non-CMAs produces the national total. The same concept applies for the number of traders.

Detailed information on the concepts and methodology related to this release is available on the Trade by Exporter
Characteristics — Goods survey page and the Trade by Importer Characteristics — Goods survey page.

Survey coverage

In this release, the total value of exports and imports refers to the part of the annual domestic export and import value (customs basis)
that can be linked to specific entities in the Business Register each year. Annual domestic export and import values (customs basis) can
be obtained from the Canadian International Merchandise Trade Database and Table 12-10-0119-01. Additional information is available
on the survey page for Canadian International Merchandise Trade (Customs Basis).

Every year, from 2010 to 2018, the total number of identified exporting and importing enterprises accounted for 96% to 98% of the total
domestic export and import value, respectively. Throughout this release, the percentage share of export sales and import purchases
corresponds to the share of the annual domestic export and import value for which there was an identified exporter and importer. The
number of exporters and importers corresponds to the number of exporters and importers identified in the Business Register by the
Trade by Exporter Characteristics — Goods and the Trade by Importer Characteristics — Goods programs.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013801
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210013901
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5124
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5237
https://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cimt-cicm/home-accueil?lang=eng
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1210011901
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=2201
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Definitions, data sources and methods: survey numbers 5124 and 5237.

The product "Trade in Goods by Exporter and Importer Characteristics: Interactive Tool" (71-607-X) is now
available.

The Methodological Guide: Canadian System of Macroeconomic Accounts (13-607-X) is available.

The User Guide: Canadian System of Macroeconomic Accounts (13-606-G) is also available. This publication
will be regularly updated to maintain its relevance.

The updated Canada and the World Statistics Hub (13-609-X) is available online. This product illustrates the
nature and extent of Canada's economic and financial relationship with the world through interactive graphs
and tables. This product provides easy access to information on trade, investment, employment and travel
between Canada and a number of countries, including the United States, the United Kingdom, Mexico, China
and Japan.

For more information, contact us (toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300;
STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca).

To enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact Angela Yuan-Wu
at 613-240-2871 (angela.yuanwu@canada.ca) or Ying Di at 613-867-2736 (ying.di@canada.ca),
International Accounts and Trade Division.

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5237
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5124
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/71-607-X
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/13-607-X
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/13-606-G
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/13-609-X
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:ying.di@canada.ca
mailto:angela.yuanwu@canada.ca

