
Homicide in Canada, 2018
Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Wednesday, November 27, 2019

Nationally, police reported 651 homicides in 2018, 15 fewer victims than the previous year. Although the homicide
rate fell 4% in 2018 to 1.76 per 100,000 population, it remains higher than the national average for the previous
decade.

While homicide continues to be a relatively rare occurrence, representing less than 0.2% of all violent crimes in
Canada in 2018, homicide rates are considered benchmarks for levels of violent activity both in Canada and
internationally.

Chart 1
Rate of homicides, Canada, 1968 to 2018
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Note(s): Populations are based upon July 1, 2018, estimates from Statistics Canada. Excludes 329 victims killed in the Air India incident that occurred in 1985.
Source(s): Homicide Survey (3315).

Record high number of homicides in Ontario, while most other provinces report declines

At the provincial level, there were notably fewer homicides in Alberta (-38 homicides), British Columbia (-30),
Quebec (-10) and Nova Scotia (-10) in 2018 than in 2017. In contrast, Ontario, with 69 more victims than in 2017,
reported the largest year-over-year increase and the highest number of homicides since data collection began
in 1961.This resulted in the highest homicide rate in Ontario since 1991 (1.86 per 100,000 population).

The record number for Ontario was mostly the result of the increase of 49 homicides that occurred in the census
metropolitan area (CMA) of Toronto.

Detailed information on homicide in Canada is provided in the accompanying Juristat article released today,
"Homicide in Canada, 2018" and in the "Infographic: Homicide in Canada, 2018."

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3315
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-627-M2019082
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/85-002-X201900100016
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Homicides decrease in Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver but increase in Toronto and
Windsor

In addition to Toronto, homicides increased in 13 other CMAs and decreased in 17. The largest declines were in
Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver, while the greatest increases were in Toronto and Windsor. Five CMAs reported
no changes from the previous year.

Toronto has the highest number of homicides on record for a census metropolitan area

With 142 victims, Toronto, Canada's most populous CMA, had the most homicides among the CMAs in 2018 as
well as the most homicides ever reported in any CMA since collection of homicide data by CMA began in 1981. This
was a 53% increase in the number of victims and a 50% increase in the homicide rate from 2017 (from 1.51 victims
per 100,000 population in 2017 to 2.26 victims per 100,000 population in 2018). The CMA of Toronto's high
numbers in 2018 are partly explained by three notable incidents involving multiple victims that year: the discovery of
eight victims of serial homicide committed during a seven-year period from 2010 to 2017; an attack in the North
York City Centre business district of Toronto, where pedestrians were deliberately struck by a van; and a shooting
on Danforth Avenue in Toronto's Greektown.

Firearm-related homicides down for the first time in five years

The national rate of firearm-related homicides declined 8% in 2018. This marks the first decrease of homicides
committed with a firearm since 2013.

There were fewer firearm-related homicides in Alberta (-20), British Columbia (-18), Manitoba (-7), Quebec (-5),
Nova Scotia (-4), Yukon (-2) and Nunavut (-1) compared with 2017. Overall, the decline in the number of
firearm-related homicides was attributable to fewer firearm-related homicides in areas outside of CMAs (-20).

In contrast, Ontario reported 36 more firearm-related homicides, the majority occurring in CMAs. Toronto accounted
for 14 of the additional 36 firearm-related homicides in the province, while the other CMAs accounted for 9. Of the
increase in Toronto, 13 of the firearm-related homicides were not gang-related.

Prince Edward Island, Yukon, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut reported no firearm-related homicides in 2018.
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Chart 2
Rate of firearm-related homicides, Canada, 1997 to 2018
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Note(s): A homicide is classified as firearm-related when the weapon used to cause death is a firearm. Firearms include handguns, rifles or shotguns, fully automatic
firearms, firearm-like weapons (e.g. nail guns or pellet guns) and firearms—type unknown. Populations are based upon July 1, 2018, estimates from Statistics
Canada.
Source(s): Homicide Survey (3315).

Gang-related homicides down for the first time in four years

In 2018, gang-related homicides decreased (-5%) for the first time since 2014. However, the rate of gang-related
homicides in 2018 was the second highest rate of gang-related homicides in Canada since comparable data were
first collected in 2005.

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3315
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Chart 3
Rate of gang-related homicides, Canada, 2005 to 2018
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Note(s): These data became available beginning in 1991. A homicide is classified as gang-related when police confirm or suspect that the accused person and/or
the victim involved in the homicide was either a member, or a prospective member, of an organized crime group or street gang or was somehow associated with an
organized crime group or street gang, and the homicide was carried out as a result of this association. Prior to 2005, police were asked if the homicide was
"gang-related." Beginning in 2005, the question was amended to give police the option of specifying whether the homicide was: (a) confirmed as gang related or (b)
suspected as being gang-related. As such, figures may be underestimated prior to 2005 due to suspected gang-related incidents that were excluded from the figures.
Populations are based upon July 1, 2018, estimates from Statistics Canada.
Source(s): Homicide Survey (3315).

The largest decreases in gang-related homicide were in British Columbia (-12 homicides) and Alberta (-9). In British
Columbia, some of the decrease was attributable to fewer gang-related homicides in Kelowna and
Abbotsford–Mission. The decline in Alberta was predominantly in Calgary (-8).

Although the number of gang-related homicides was down at the national level, the number of gang-related
homicides more than doubled in the province of Quebec—from 15 victims in 2017 to 32 in 2018. The increase in
Quebec was driven by an additional 9 homicides in Montréal and 4 in rural areas and small towns.

Approximately 8 out of every 10 gang-related homicides in Canada were committed with a firearm and, of
these, 85% were committed with a handgun.

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3315
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Chart 4
Gang-related homicides, by method used to cause death, Canada, 2005 to 2018
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Note(s): These data became available beginning in 1991. A homicide is classified as gang-related when police confirm or suspect that the accused person and/or
the victim involved in the homicide was either a member, or a prospective member, of an organized crime group or street gang or was somehow associated with an
organized crime group or street gang, and the homicide was carried out as a result of this association. Prior to 2005, police were asked if the homicide was
"gang-related." Beginning in 2005, the question was amended to give police the option of specifying whether the homicide was: (a) confirmed as gang related or (b)
suspected as being gang-related. As such, figures may be underestimated prior to 2005 due to suspected gang-related incidents that were excluded from the figures.
Other includes strangulation, suffocation, drowning, smoke inhalation, burns (fire, liquid, acid), poisoning or lethal injection, exposure/hypothermia, shaken baby
syndrome and other method.
Source(s): Homicide Survey (3315).

Rate of Indigenous homicide victims remains approximately five times higher than rate of
non-Indigenous victims

There were 140 Indigenous victims of homicide in 2018, representing 22% of all homicide victims throughout
Canada. The number of male Indigenous victims decreased for the first time since 2014 when data on Indigenous
identity first became available, and was down 23 from 2017. There were six more Indigenous female victims of
homicide in 2018 than in 2017, marking a second consecutive annual increase. Comparable to past years, the rate
of homicide in 2018 for Indigenous people was approximately five times higher than the rate for non-Indigenous
people (7.31 per 100,000 population for Indigenous people, compared with 1.44 for non-Indigenous people).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3315
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Chart 5
Rate of Indigenous homicide victims by sex, Canada, 2014 to 2018
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Note(s): Indigenous identity is reported by the police and is determined through information found with the victim, such as status cards, or through information
supplied by the victims' families, community members, or other sources (for example, band records, or forensic evidence such as genetic testing). The
year 2014 marked the first cycle of collection of the Homicide Survey data for which complete information regarding Indigenous identity was reported for victims of
homicide. "Indigenous identity" includes those identified by police as First Nations persons (either status or non-status), Métis, Inuit, or an Indigenous identity where
the Indigenous group was not known to police. Populations are based upon July 1, 2018, estimates from Statistics Canada.
Source(s): Homicide Survey (3315).

Rate of persons accused of homicide still approximately eight times higher for
Indigenous accused than for non-Indigenous accused

Almost one-third (30%) of persons accused of homicide in 2018 were reported by police as Indigenous. This was
down from the previous year (37%) and comparable with the 2014 level (31%), following three years of increases.
Nevertheless, the rate of Indigenous persons accused of homicide in 2018 remains approximately eight times
higher compared with non-Indigenous accused persons, a difference that has been similar in previous years.

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3315
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Chart 6
Rate of Indigenous persons accused of homicide by sex, Canada, 2014 to 2018
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Note(s): Indigenous identity is reported by the police and is determined through information provided by the accused person, or through other means such as status
cards, information supplied by the accused persons' families, community members, or other sources (for example, band records). The year 2014 marked the first
cycle of collection of the Homicide Survey data for which complete information regarding Indigenous identity was reported for persons accused of homicide.
"Indigenous identity" includes those identified by police as First Nations persons (either status or non-status), Métis, Inuit, or an Indigenous identity where the
Indigenous group was not known to police. Populations are based upon July 1, 2018, estimates from Statistics Canada.
Source(s): Homicide Survey (3315).

Most victims know their killer

In terms of relationship, spousal homicide was the lone type of homicide to increase in 2018 (+9 victims). In
contrast, there were 31 fewer homicides committed by someone with whom the victim had a criminal relationship
(for example, drug dealers and their clients). Although much of the focus is often on homicides with a link to criminal
activity, the majority of homicides in Canada are committed by an acquaintance (34%), a family member (33%), a
stranger (19%), or someone with whom the victim had a current or former intimate relationship – non-spousal (6%).
In 2018, 8% of victims were killed by someone with whom they had a criminal relationship.

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3315
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Note to readers

The data presented in this article are drawn from the 2018 Homicide Survey, which collects police-reported information on the
characteristics of all homicide incidents, victims and accused persons in Canada. The Homicide Survey began collecting information on
all murders in 1961 and was expanded in 1974 to include all incidents of manslaughter and infanticide. Although details on these
incidents are not available prior to 1974, counts are available from the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey and have been included in
the historical aggregate totals.

The term "homicide" is used to refer to each single victim of homicide. For instance, a single incident can have more than one victim and
for the purpose of this article, each victim would be counted as a homicide.

The long-term homicide trend excludes the 329 victims killed in the Air India incident that occurred in 1985.

There are cases where homicides become known to police months or years after they occurred. These incidents are counted in the year
in which they become known to police. New information pertaining to the detailed information on homicides that have already been
reported to Statistics Canada is updated annually as is information on accused persons.

Due to revisions to the Homicide Survey database, annual data reported by the Homicide Survey prior to 2016 may not match the annual
homicide counts reported by the UCR survey. Data from the Homicide Survey is appended to the UCR database each year for the
reporting of annual police reported crime statistics.

Information on persons accused of homicide are only available for solved incidents (that is, where at least one accused has been
identified). For incidents involving more than one accused, only the relationship between the victim and the closest accused is recorded.

Urban areas include police services in census metropolitan areas (CMAs) and census agglomerations (CAs). Rural refers to all areas
outside of CMAs and CAs and includes rural areas and small towns.

For the purposes of the Homicide Survey, Indigenous identity includes those identified as First Nations persons (either status or
non-status), Métis, Inuit or an Indigenous identity where the Indigenous group is not known to police. Non-Indigenous identity refers to
instances where the police have confirmed that a victim or accused person is not identified as an Indigenous person.
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Table 1
Homicides, by census metropolitan area, 2017 and 2018
  2018 2017r 2018 2017 to 2018 2008 to 2017

population
(number)

number of
victims

rate1 number of
victims

rate1 difference in
the number

of victims

% change in
rate

average
annual

number of
victims

average
annual rate1

Canada 37,058,856 666 1.82 651 1.76 -15 -3.6 586 1.68
Census metropolitan areas,

total2,3 26,475,245 428 1.64 441 1.67 13 1.3 386 1.59
Non-census metropolitan

areas, total4 10,583,611 238 2.26 210 1.98 -28 -12.3 200 1.90
 

Census metropolitan area                  
500,000 and over

population                  
Toronto 6,274,077 93 1.51 142 2.26 49 49.9 87 1.50
Montréal 4,239,709 46 1.10 47 1.11 1 0.6 46 1.17
Vancouver 2,650,798 52 1.99 44 1.66 -8 -16.6 46 1.88
Calgary 1,498,941 31 2.10 20 1.33 -11 -36.6 27 2.01
Edmonton 1,425,627 49 3.51 37 2.60 -12 -26.0 39 3.06
Ottawa5 1,068,569 14 1.34 17 1.59 3 18.7 11 1.16
Winnipeg 816,741 24 2.99 22 2.69 -2 -9.8 28 3.62
Québec 808,905 10 1.25 3 0.37 -7 -70.2 5 0.59
Hamilton 770,987 11 1.45 9 1.17 -2 -19.3 9 1.29
Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterl

oo 579,145 5 0.89 7 1.21 2 36.6 5 0.96
London 534,936 7 1.34 6 1.12 -1 -16.3 7 1.37
100,000 to less than

500,000 population                  
St. Catharines–Niagara 472,448 3 0.64 2 0.42 -1 -34.3 4 0.94
Oshawa 458,016 5 1.12 8 1.75 3 55.4 3 0.76
Halifax 430,505 8 1.90 7 1.63 -1 -14.2 10 2.47
Victoria 395,651 5 1.28 2 0.51 -3 -60.5 4 1.13
Windsor 349,787 3 0.87 10 2.86 7 227.0 3 0.99
Gatineau6 333,108 1 0.30 4 1.20 3 296.5 3 1.04
Saskatoon 328,181 5 1.55 8 2.44 3 56.9 7 2.49
Regina 258,386 9 3.56 8 3.10 -1 -12.9 8 3.27
Barrie 228,602 5 2.23 0 0.00 -5 -100.0 2 1.01
Kelowna 210,961 6 2.90 2 0.95 -4 -67.3 4 2.06
St. John's 208,289 3 1.44 1 0.48 -2 -66.6 2 1.00
Sherbrooke 202,593 1 0.50 4 1.97 3 294.1 1 0.42
Abbotsford–Mission 195,726 9 4.66 6 3.07 -3 -34.2 5 2.80
Kingston 171,043 1 0.60 2 1.17 1 96.0 1 0.80
Saguenay 168,743 0 0.00 1 0.59 1 ... 1 0.74
Greater Sudbury 168,141 1 0.60 1 0.59 0 -1.1 2 0.97
Moncton 161,122 1 0.63 2 1.24 1 97.8 1 0.82
Trois-Rivières 157,208 1 0.64 2 1.27 1 98.9 1 0.92
Brantford 148,603 5 3.41 5 3.36 0 -1.4 2 1.20
Guelph 140,683 1 0.72 1 0.71 0 -1.8 1 0.78
Saint John 129,790 1 0.77 1 0.77 0 -0.4 2 1.58
Peterborough 128,932 1 0.80 1 0.78 0 -2.6 1 1.15
Thunder Bay 125,373 7 5.70 8 6.38 1 11.9 5 4.46
Lethbridge 123,335 2 1.65 0 0.00 -2 -100.0 ... ...
Belleville 111,584 2 1.96 1 0.90 -1 -54.2 ... ...

r revised
... not applicable
1. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1, 2018, population estimates from Statistics Canada.
2. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban core. A CMA must have a total population

of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must have a high degree of integration
with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically comprises more than one police service.

3. Includes six homicides committed in a correctional institution located within a CMA between 2017 and 2018.
4. Includes six homicides committed in a correctional institution located outside of a CMA between 2017 and 2018.
5. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA.
6. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA.
Note(s): There may be a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are counted according to the year in

which they are reported to Statistics Canada. Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. The sum of averages may not add up to the total
average due to rounding.

Source(s): Homicide Survey (3315).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3315
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Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3315.

The Juristat article "Homicide in Canada, 2018" (85-002-X) is now available. The "Infographic: Homicide in
Canada, 2018" (11-627-M) is also released today.

Additional data are available upon request.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3315
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/85-002-X201900100016
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/85-002-X
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-627-M2019082
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-627-M
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca

