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In the second quarter of 2019, retail sales in Canada reached $163.3 billion, up 1.4% from the same quarter
of 2018. Sales were up in 13 of 19 commodity groupings for the second quarter of 2019.

The largest increase in dollar terms came from food, which posted a year-over-year growth of 3.5%. The majority of
this gain was attributable to higher sales of fresh food (+3.4%), led by growth in sales of fresh fruit and vegetables
(+5.4%). Sales of packaged food dry goods increased 4.4%, while sales of frozen food grew 1.1%. Sales of soft
drinks and alcoholic beverages rose 2.3% from the previous year, largely because of higher sales of alcoholic
beverages (+2.6%).

Sales of motor vehicle parts, accessories and supplies grew 5.0% in the second quarter, largely on higher sales of
motor vehicle parts and accessories (+6.0%) and new motor vehicle tires (+3.6%).

Meanwhile, sales of motor vehicles also rose 0.6% in the same period as a result of higher sales of used motor
vehicles (+6.7%). Receipts for new motor vehicles declined 2.5%, led by lower sales of new passenger automobiles
(-14.9%).

Hardware, tools, renovation and lawn and garden product sales were up 1.9% in the second quarter. The largest
contributor to the increase was home lawn and garden equipment and supplies (+8.2%).

Sales of automotive and household fuels were down 2.7% compared with the second quarter of 2018. This decline
was largely attributable to lower sales of automotive fuels (-2.6%).

Sales of cannabis products in the second quarter of 2019 totalled $251.8 million. Sales of dried cannabis flowering
tops were $222.4 million, while sales of cannabis oils were $29.0 million.

Note to readers

The Quarterly Retail Commodity Survey collects national-level retail sales by commodity from the same businesses as the Monthly Retail
Trade Survey. Quarterly data have not been adjusted for seasonality. All percentage changes are year over year.

Beginning with the fourth quarter of 2018, data were revised back to the first quarter of 2017. These revisions take into account late
reporting and corrected respondent information.

New Monthly Retail Commodity Survey data now available!

Check out the new Monthly Retail Commodity Survey (MRCS). Sales revenue by commodity at a national level for the Canadian retail
sector and estimates from January to July 2019 are now available.

Analysis of the new data is available in The Daily, along with the new MRCS table.

New Retail Commodity Survey data visualization tool!

Check out the latest Quarterly Retail Commodity Survey (RCS) estimates in a new interactive way! The RCS's new visualization tool
allows users to more easily view, customize and interpret the quarterly sales data.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2010001701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/71-607-x/71-607-x2019008-eng.htm
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Table 1
Sales by type of commodity, all retail stores – Seasonally unadjusted
  Second quarter 2018r First quarter 2019p Second quarter

2019p
Second quarter 2018

to second quarter
2019

    millions of dollars   % change

Total commodities, retail trade commissions
and miscellaneous services 160,975 131,122 163,292 1.4

Retail services (except commissions) 155,997 126,749 158,180 1.4
Food 26,466 25,159 27,394 3.5
Soft drinks and alcoholic beverages 8,977 7,384 9,182 2.3
Cannabis products .. 167 252 ..
Clothing 7,377 5,898 7,467 1.2
Footwear 1,951 1,389 1,959 0.4
Jewellery and watches, luggage and briefcases 1,210 991 1,234 1.9
Home furniture, furnishings, housewares,

appliances and electronics 12,486 10,922 12,687 1.6
Sporting and leisure products (except

publications, audio and video recordings, and
game software) .. 1,884 2,651 ..

Publications 755 770 740 -2.0
Audio and video recordings, and game software .. 232 213 ..
Motor vehicles 35,335 26,403 35,553 0.6
Recreational vehicles 3,289 1,464 3,265 -0.7
Motor vehicle parts, accessories and supplies 5,801 4,849 6,094 5.0
Automotive and household fuels 15,105 12,073 14,705 -2.7
Home health products 9,803 9,565 9,835 0.3
Infant care, personal and beauty products 3,342 3,268 3,499 4.7
Hardware, tools, renovation and lawn and

garden products 13,102 7,509 13,347 1.9
Miscellaneous products 8,036 6,824 8,104 0.8
Total retail trade commissions and

miscellaneous services 4,977 4,372 5,112 2.7

r revised
p preliminary
.. not available for a specific reference period
Note(s): Data may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): Table 20-10-0016-01.

Available tables: table 20-10-0016-01.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2008.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=2010001601
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http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=2008
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